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Fallen Giants: Lessons From Failure
Advice From A Winning Loser
(Genesis 37:1-28)
1. Dysfunction is dysfunction, (

)

A. Joseph came from (
) of dysfunction
(Genesis 37:1) Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.
B. His (
) was a mess
(Genesis 37:2) This is the account of Jacob’s family line.
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons
of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad
report about them.
C. He was a (
)
(Genesis 37:3-4) Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he
had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and
could not speak a kind word to him.
2. Use spiritual insight (
)
(Genesis 37:5-11) Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated
him all the more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding
sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”
His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?”
And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.
Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had
another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to
me.”
When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What
is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow
down to the ground before you?” His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept
the matter in mind.
A. Spiritual immaturity (

) spiritual credibility

B. Spiritual insight doesn’t happen in a (
C. Spiritual privilege without (
3. Never (

)

) will not encourage (

)

) of the nightmares we create

A. In God’s grand scheme there are no (
)
(Genesis 37:12-17) Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near
Shechem, and Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks
near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.”
“Very well,” he replied.
So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and
bring word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron.
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering around in the fields and
asked him, “What are you looking for?”
He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their
flocks?”
“They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to
Dothan.’”
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan.
B. In God’s grand scheme there are (
)
(Genesis 37:18-24) But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they
plotted to kill him.
“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill him and
throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him.
Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his
life,” he said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness,
but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him
back to his father.
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he
was wearing— and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was
empty; there was no water in it.
C. In God’s grand scheme there is (
)
(Genesis 37:25-28) As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices,
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.
Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his
blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all,

he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.
So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the
cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to
Egypt.
Conclusions
1. With God’s help we can (

) our own stupidity.

2. With God’s help we can (

) the consequences.

3. We can’t have God’s help without (

) .

Connect Group Questions
Fallen Giants: Advice From A Winning Loser
Genesis 37:1-28
1. Joseph is the son of Jacob (aka Israel, Abraham’s grandson). Jacob made some
choices that have his family off to a rocky start. Read Genesis 29:14-30:24, what
reasons can you find for tensions among his family?

2. In Genesis 37, what are some actions of Jacob that would make his sons hate
Joseph? What are some actions of Joseph that would make his brothers hate him?

3. “Spiritual privilege without grace will not encourage grace”, Joseph’s words towards
his brothers illustrate this perfectly (37:5-8). Has there been a time when someone did
not exercise grace with you? Have you ever wished you showed grace when you did
not?

4. In verses 18-24 we see God preserving Joseph’s life. Even though Joseph was paying
for his own mistakes, God only lets him fall so far. In the rest of Joseph’s story (Gen.
39-46), we see this happen again and again. Can you think of a time you thought “life
can’t get any worse”, but looking back you can now see how God sustained you?

5. Pastor James left us this week with this idea, “With God’s help we can limit our own
stupidity.” What are some resources God gives us to influence our behavior (thoughts,
feelings, words, actions etc…)? How do you allow God to use these resources to
influence your life?

