
Pastor’s Corner
Chris Marchand, Lead Pastor

      I like to people-watch. When I'm at the mall and even 
on Sunday morning. I watch. I wonder how lives are 
being shaped. And often, I pray. Paying attention is a 
spiritual discipline. In Romans, Paul tells us that if we 

pay attention to creation, we'll find it easy to see the work of the Creator God. 
 As we were praying and planning as a Staff and Board about ministry, we 
were encouraged to stop looking forward and to pay attention to the present. 
We thought about our current ministry involvement and captured the ideas in 
single words. We wrote these ideas on yellow sticky-notes and plastered the 
walls in the board room. The power of noticing was over-whelming and each 
of us had a sense of the goodness of God. We noticed that some of the ideas fit 
nicely together and when we were done, we'd gathered all that God had done 
into four categories: Worship, Love, Growth, and Service. What we had 
intended to be an exercise in visioning, became a celebration of praise. We 
noticed that God's Spirit had been at work among us and it was truly 
encouraging. 
 Take a few moments today to make your own list. Jot down the ways that 
you've seen God at work at NCF, or in your own life. I pray that it will have 
the same effect on you, that it had on us. That it will inspire you to say, 
“Thank-you Jesus, for all that you have done.”  
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Since initializing the strategic plan, the elder board has been 
working on developing a stronger focus on prayer within 
NCF. Here is what has been happening:

t 24 Hour Prayer Vigil
t An eXplore and More Prayer class taught by Pastor 

Darlene Dueck
t Prayer resources have been added to the library
t Multiple prayer and praise Sunday morning services
t More regular prayer send offs during Sunday morning 

services

The elder board is excited to continue growing the prayer 
focus at NCF.

 Ben Dueck - Elder of Worship
Mike Hiebert - Elder of Discipleship

The following resources were highlighted in Pastor 
Darlene’s prayer class this winter and are available in 
the NCF library.

In Before Amen, Max Lucado - 
a self-professed “recovering 
prayer wimp” - reveals his 
personal struggles with prayer. 
He will show you how he 
discovered that prayer is not a 
privilege for the pious or the 
art of a chosen few but a 
simple tool all believers have 
been given to have a conver-
sation with God. Through the 
use of a simple, easy-to-
remember,  pocket -s ized 
prayer that he distilled from 
the prayers of the Bible, he 
will lead you in building a 
prayer life that is stronger, 
better and deeper.

 We have heard these four words 
mentioned over the past months: 
Worship, Love, Grow & Serve. These 
words describe how we at NCF are 
able to express our ministry priorities. 
But what does this mean for us 
practically?
 After much prayer and discern-
ment, the elder board chose five 
Strategic Initiatives as an avenue to 
express these priorities through 
ministry. This newsletter will give us a 
better idea of what these initiatives are 
and how they have been implemented 
here at NCF to date.
 The five Strategic Initiatives are as 
follows:
1)  Focus on Prayer (Worship)
2)  Stephen Ministries (Love)
3)  Men’s Ministry (Love)
4)  Regular Opportunities for Short-
Term Missions (Grow)
5)  Welcome Wagon (Serve)

WORSHIP  LOVE
GROW  SERVE

A man may study because
his brain is hungry for knowledge.

But he prays because
his soul is hungry for God.

- Leonard Ravenhill

Focus on
Prayer



Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.  (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in 
congregations that use the  system.  Stephen Ministry Stephen Series
congregations equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen 
Ministers—to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people 
who are hurting.

Stephen Leaders

Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry in a congregation.
People learn to serve as Stephen Leaders by attending a Leader's Training 
Course—a one-week conference that introduces the resources used to lead 
Stephen Ministry, develops key skills, and gets people excited about this caring 
ministry.

Stephen Ministers

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to offer 
high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times.

Visit the website at:   https://www.stephenministries.org/
for more information and stories of lives impacted by a 
Stephen Minister.

At this time, Darlene Dueck, Congregational Care Pastor, is planning on 
attending a training course in the months ahead.  Please be in prayer as we look to 
God's timing and resourcing of this initiative.

 Our strategy is to have an event 
once a month in September through 
May that includes an activity and 
opportunity for spiritual growth 
through teaching, devotionals, prayer 
etc. June through August we may get 
together a couple of times and have 
plans for a canoe adventure and a golf 
outing this summer. Since January we 
have had a couple of breakfast 
meetings with devotionals, the 
Promise Keepers conference, street 
hockey and a spring yard work service 
opportunity. 

 Our purpose statement is 'To 
provide a God centered connecting 
place for men of all ages for ; Learning 
and mentoring, Encouragement and 
support, Inspiration and motivation, 
Fun and friendship, With the aim of 
being a blessing to each other, our 
families, our community and our 
loving God'.
 I have been pleased with the 
attendance and very happy with the 
mix of young and older men at the 
events .  We plan to  develop a 
mentoring program as we go forward 
into fall.

- Martin Ward

As part of our church's mission to 
serve, there is an intention that we as 
members of our church would be good 
neighbours and have a welcoming 
attitude towards others, particularly 
those  who  a re  newcomers  to 
Niverville. In light of this welcoming 
spirit, there were some new events this 
past year that focused on opening our 
doors and inviting others to join us. 
Some of these events were the 
International Cooking evenings, the 
Couples Night Out, and the skating 
event.  At the start of the school year, 
we will encourage members of our 
church to reach out to newcomers of 
Niverville and to connect with our 
neighbours.

Mariska Loeppky
Elder of Congregational Care 

 One of the strategic initiatives we 
as a board selected to undertake was to 
provide the congregation with a 
regular opportunity for missions. We 
chose to put this under the Grow 
category because we are looking to 
focus on the benefits of the spiritual 
growth that is developed when people 
join in the missions opportunities as 
often times the person going on the 
mission trip is impacted as much or 
more than those that are being served 
at the other end. This is both in the 
preparation and learning to lean on 
God when we are challenged, as we 
cannot serve well on our own strength.
 We are aiming to be intentional 
about acknowledging that many in our 
congregation are already taking part in 
short term missions and we want to 
acknowledge these things as we learn 
about them as not all forms of 
missions look the same. Perhaps by 
showing a non-traditional missions 

opportunity, that may inspire people to 
take on something they may not 
otherwise. We also are aiming to 
present opportunities with varying 
frequency depending on scale and 
location, with local opportunities 
more frequent, and international 
opportunities every 3-5 years, for 
example. If we can make this a regular 
thing, it also allows people to budget 
and plan for the larger trips.
 In order to demonstrate one way 
how we are impacting the world, we 
are looking to possibly develop a map 
to show where missionaries from our 
conferences are serving currently, and 
where people from NCF have served 
in the recent past both locally and 
around the world.
 We are currently looking at how 
best to keep missions front of mind at 
NCF, and we ask for your prayers as 
we seek God's leading.

Randy Zacharias – Elder of Missions
Jason Schellenberg – Elder of Media & Communications

Stephen Ministry

Regular Opportunities
for Short-Term Missions

Welcome
Wagon

Niverville VBS

Men’s Ministry

August 14-18, 2017
9:30 am to Noon

at Word of Life Church

Register your child(ren) or sign up as
a Volunteer leader or helper at

www.nivervillevbs.ca

https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
https://www.stephenministries.org/
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