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I'm not a big fan of snow. That is, 
unless I have a couple of slippery 
sticks strapped to my feet. There's 
nothing quite like cross-country 
skiing, when the forest floor is 
covered in fresh powder and the air 
is crisp and frosty. Snow has a way 
of focusing my attention. Once the 
flurries begin, my mind turns to the 
change of season, to Advent, and to 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
For a few weeks now, the kids have 
been practicing their Christmas 
musical. They blow in to the church 
foyer like a blizzard and their 
presence pulls me out of my office, 
like a fire drawing me in from the 
cold. They're a welcome distraction. 
Listening to them sing, I'm warmed 
by the way in which traditions like 

these help to shape their lives. The 
rhythms of the Christian calendar 
remind us that we are, like Jacob, 
moving along in faith. Wrestling, 
limping, forgiving, and reorienting 
our lives around this God who 
continues to call us by name. 
Christmas is an invitation to 
reconsider our relationship with 
Jesus. My Grandfather Marchand 
was a faithful Catholic, so he 
understood religious language. 
Funny thing was, whenever he 
spoke of Jesus, he always called 
him, “The baby Jesus.” 

It was sad to me that it seemed as 
though his Jesus never grew up, to 
become his Saviour. Thinking of the 
baby Jesus, I'm reminded of one of 
my favorite carols, “Joy to the 
world, the Lord has come!” Let's 
make room in our lives to receive 
our King this Christmas, and may 
God fill our hearts with joy as we 
share this season together.    

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Chris     
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“Today we see more and more that Christ is continuing to be 
dropped from Christmas and the accepted statement is to 
rather to have "holiday" celebrations. This children's 
musical reaches directly to the heart of this matter, and from 
the voices of children comes the ultimate truth -- a 
Christmas without Jesus is like giving a present with no gift 
inside.  In the musical Miracle on Main Street, The Little 
Pageant That Wouldn't Give Up! you will see the dilemma a 
group of children have who want to celebrate Christmas in 
public, but face opposition. Despite the challenges, the 
children stand up for their beliefs and joyfully proclaim 
their faith and celebrate the Miracle of Jesus!”

December 24, 2016
6:00 pm

Niverville Community Fellowship

Miracle on Main Street: 
The Little Pageant That Wouldn't Give Up!

by Celeste & David Clydesdale

 As familiar as we are with the 
songs of Christmas, there are four 
songs recorded in the Bible to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus that most 
of us aren't familiar with. The angels 
sang a song to the shepherds. Mary 
sang a song to God after she had time 
to get over the shocking news that she 
was going to be the mother of the 
Saviour. Simeon also had a song. Then 
there's Zechariah's song. Zechariah 
was an elderly priest who sang after 
being visited by an angel.
 This wasn't like a Broadway 
musical; these people didn't suddenly 
burst into song. But the ancient church 
captured their words and created 
songs known as canticles.

Christmas Eve Program

Join us as we explore these songs
Sundays at 9:30 am in the Hall

Zechariah: A Song of Faith
Even in silence, God is at work.
Luke 1:67-79

Angels: A Song of Peace
This is a peace that passes our 
understanding.  Luke 2:13-14

Mary: A Song of Trust
Like Mary, we can move from 
anxiety to adoration.  Luke 1:46-55

Simeon: A Song of Hope
The reward is worth the wait.
Luke 2:29-32

Can’t find a gift for someone who has everything?

Christmas Hampers will be delivered
December 20 between 6-8 pm. Please be

sure someone is home to accept the hamper.

Sponsor a Christmas Hamper!
Ph. 204-392-5699



“It is in small groups that people can 
get close enough to know each other, to 
care and share, to challenge and 
support, to confide and confess, to 
forgive and be forgiven, to laugh and 
weep together, to be accountable to 
each other, to watch over each other 
and to grow together. Personal growth 
does not happen in isolation. It is the 
result of interactive relationships. 
Small groups are God's gift to foster 
changes in character and spiritual 
growth.”  Dr. Bilezikian

 Many of you are already part of a 
small group/bible study either here 
through NCF or through another 
ministry.  Currently our groups consist 
of:
6 Family Groups
2 Senior Groups
1 Empty (or almost) Empty Nesters
 Group 
1 Young Couples Group

1 Junior Boys Group
7 Ladies Bible Study Groups
1 Grade 12 group
8 Junior Youth small groups
3 Senior Youth small groups

 As much as we would love to 
provide a group for all those who are 
interested, that is not always possible. 
The biggest need is for those willing to 
lead or facilitate a group.  If you feel 
the nudge to participate in this way, 
please contact Darlene Dueck.  Maybe 
your passion in loving and serving God 
includes a love for the youth of today!   
Our youth programs could use your 
help as a youth leader and Matthew 
Antonio would love to hear from you!
 “Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts,  
praising God...” Acts 2:46-47a
 

NCF Small Group Ministry Update 

We have been a part of a small group 
now for a year. Small groups have the 
tendency to create a family-like feel 
to them and without question our 
small group has become like our 
family. We have enjoyed fellowship, 
prayer, studies, laughter, evenings 
out, deep conversations, and so much 
more. It is beautiful to be able to have 
a group of people that you can 
always count on no matter what. We 
are thankful for the opportunity to 
worship God with others in the same 
life stages as us. Our small group has 
been such a blessing to us as we have 
begun settling into life here at 
Niverville Community Fellowship. 

Jon & Esther Schmidt

Faith Story

 I'm telling my story to the glory 
and honour of Jesus Christ my 
Saviour!
 I will start with Hebrews 10:35-36 
which says: "Therefore do not throw 
away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. For you have need of 
endurance, so that when you have 
done the will of God you may receive 
what is promised."
 God has talked to me through this

verse over many years, and still to this 
day. 
 I always knew that it was God’s 
will for me to become a nurse and 
serve him through it. However, on 
many occasions I got discouraged, 
often through people stating, “oh, you 
won't make it” or “you're not good 
enough for that." I went back to this 
verse and prayed.
   2 Timothy 2:1 was also a huge 
support verse for me as we moved to 
Canada. It states, "You then, my child, 
be strengthened by the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus."
 I had many struggles when we 
moved, and not speaking the language 
was one of the hardest, as I am a very 
independent person.
 I remember one day, only a few 
short months of being here and what 
seemed like many years already, I sat 
in our apartment ready to give up. I felt 
like it just was not worth it. Then it 
seemed as if Jesus asked me if I 
remembered the verses He had given 
me a long time ago. So I went digging 

for them, at the same time praying that 
I would find my little note. When I 
found it I read it trough the tears in my 
eyes. God showed me again that He is 
the one and only. 
 God was with me through 10 
weeks of English classes, my driver 
license process, my first job (in Home 
Care, which was an answer to prayer 
because it was in my field of interest) 
and so many more.  Later I challenged 
my Licensed Practical Nurse exam 
and also my citizenship test. 
 I  saw God’s  p resence  and 
guidance so many times as I got 
challenged and discouraged with 
life’s challenges. But also through 
happy days, God was with me.  
 I would like to encourage you to 
trust in God and believe that He will 
help you. That's his promise to us. All 
the Glory to him.
 So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10

by Manuela Wall

by Darlene Dueck, Congregational Care

NCF Women’s Retreat
January 13-15, 2017

All women, as well as teen girls
Grade 10 & up are welcome

Our theme this year is centered around 
Renewal, with spa-like activities as well 

as outdoor activities available.

Speaker: Kendra Dueck

Cost: $140
Registration deadline: Jan. 1, 2017

Bus Transportation Available

Early Bird Registration: Dec. 20, 2016
(All those submitting a paid registration by Dec. 20th

will be entered to win a spa gift basket)

Contact Heather Marchand, 204-712-5197 or email heather.marchand85@gmail.com
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