
Summer
Newsletter
June 2016

Worship s Love s Grow s Serve

I've never been retired, but I 
suspect that taking a sabbatical is a 
close cousin. One day you're working, 
getting things done; the next day, 
there's no compelling reason to get out 
of bed. So many of us look to retired 
folks with envy, longing for the day 
we'll be able to do as we please. 
Surprisingly, being on sabbatical has 
given me a sense of what each day 
might be like, when life no longer 
revolves around work. My sabbatical 
is teaching me that I can put too much 
hope in productivity and too little 
hope in God's call to faithfulness. I am 
rediscovering that there are so many 
ways to be faithful. 

By way of update, I've spent some 
time in Arizona rafting down the 
Colorado River, worked on my back-
yard garden project, and biked in a 
cycle-a-thon for Red Rock Bible 
Camp. I've enjoyed a course at CMU's 
school of peacebuilding and currently 
I am preparing for a few weeks of 
camping and boating in the Whiteshell 
Provincial Park. Thank you for giving 
me this precious time to grow in my 
relationship with God and to refresh. I 
look forward to seeing you all in 
August. 

Peace of Christ, 
Pastor Chris
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Pastor Chris at Red Rock Bible Camp
after completing the cyclathon
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As most of you know, 
Pastor Chris is currently 
on sabbatical until 
August 15th. In our 
Spring newsletter he 
challenged us as a 
congregation to join him 
for a time of sabbatical 
as well. He said, “For 
the layperson, a sab-
batical might include reading, planned recreation, daily reflection, prayer, 
service, or anything else that helps you feel renewed.” 

The focus of this newsletter is reading, which can be done for both study 
purposes as well as planned rest or relaxation this summer. A few book reports 
are included in this issue along with a list of some new books in our church 
library. Some of these books were suggested by Pastor Chris as ‘sabbatical 
reading’ options, something we as a congregation can do to join him in his 
sabbatical journey over the next couple of months. Happy Reading!

Anika reading with Everett

Title:  Emily of New Moon
Author:  Lucy M. Montgomery
Genre:  Children’s Novel

  Emily grew up with her father outside 
of a little town. Her mother died when 
she was little, so when her father also 
died she was sent to live at New Moon 
with her strict Aunt Elizabeth, sweet 
Aunt Laura, and encouraging Cousin 
Jimmy.
   Emily loved to write, but her Aunt 
Elizabeth did not approve of this. This 

resulted in many clashes between them, but when Emily began to make 
money from her work, Aunt Elizabeth became more open to it.

Emily made many friends in her journey through life: Teddy, an artist; 
Isle, a lonesome girl with an uncontrollable temper; Perry, a world traveler; 
Mr. Carpenter, Emily's school teacher, and many more that she meets along 
the way.

Emily achieved her goal in life: becoming an author. The road was a tough 
and difficult one, but she made it.

Emily of New Moon is definitely my favorite book by Lucy M. 
Montgomery, even more than Anne of Green Gables. It is a rewarding read.

Submitted by Anika Dueck



to NCF’s graduates. 
Wishing you all the best in your

future endeavours.

Congratulations

Mike’s picturesque sabbatical time outdoors

Title:  
Author:  Jeanne Guyon
Genre:  Spirituality

Experiencing the Depths of Jesus Christ

 have to admit that I like to read books by dead people.  
Last year, I picked up A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles 
Dickens and was wondrously surprised and engrossed.  
One of the reasons I read, 'books by dead people' is that I 
feel like the sands of time are a good way to sift out 
literature that I really don't need to read.  (As a father of 
teens and a pre-teen, having a filter like that is helpful 
when one has limited time!)

Written in the latter part of the 1600's, this book by 
Jeanne Guyon was publicly burned in France for the views 
that she had regarding a relationship with Jesus.  Nearly 350 
years later, this book still has a lot of challenging things to 
say about cultivating our relationship with God.  A look 
through these pages probably crosses the line into the 
mystical, but provides an interesting perspective that might 
provoke a thought or two and maybe even change how we 
approach Jesus in our personal time.

Submitted by Mike Hiebert

Parker with one of
his favourite books

Book/Series:  Frog and Toad  series
Author:  Arnold Lobel
Genre:  Children’s Books

How would you like to go on an 
adventure with one of your friends?  
The Frog and Toad books are a fun 
series about two friends (a frog and 
a toad) who go on different 
adventures together. The series has 
four books which each contain five 
short stories - perfect for reading 
with mom or dad before bed. Our 
kids love these books! 

Submitted by Parker & Jenna Sawatzky
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There currently is a lot of confusion about what is 
able to be recycled and what is not.  
Unfortunately the coffee cups, 
sleeves and lids, once they've 
been used, are not able to be 
recycled.  We have looked into 
alternatives but are encouraging 
people to bring their own cups to 
avoid the accumulation of 
garbage.   

At this time we ask that you put 
all used disposable cups, lids and sleeves in the 
garbage can instead of in the recycling bin.

Note from 

Congregational Care

Study Books
- Who's Who & Where's Where In The Bible
- Can you Believe in God & Evolution?
- Did God Really Command Genocide? 
- What Do I Do When Teenagers Encounter Bullying
   & Violence 

Sabattical
- Hearing God 
- A Glimpse of Jesus 
- Life of the Beloved 
- The Way of the Heart 
- The Rest of God 
- Sabbath 

Biographies
- I Am in Here 
- God's Double Agent 
- When God Intervenes 
- The Long Awakening 
- You Don't Cry Out Loud 

Listing of New Books: Library News

A library committee is
currently being re-formed

and once this group
comes together, you will

see an influx of more new
books in our library.

Watch for more
information in the fall.

Fiction
- Wishing on Willows 
- Winter in Full Bloom 
- Farewell,  Four Waters 
- Jungle Fire 
- Guilty By Association 
- The Living Room 
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