
How can we engage more fully in worship? How can we deepen our relationships? 
Are there ways that we can be more intentional about our spiritual growth? What 
needs around us might we be able to meet? 

These are just a few of the kinds of questions our Elder Board has been asking over 
the past months. We've looked closely at our identity, purpose, vision, and priorities 
and we've taken some time to rework these statements, in light of our new questions. 

After months of prayer, conversation, and discernment, we are excited to share with 
you, a new way to express our ministry priorities:  Worship, Love, Grow and Serve.

Our desire is to worship God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength; to love 
our neighbours, both inside and outside of the Church; to grow together in our love 
for Jesus Christ; and to serve our world in a way that honours God and meets needs 
with love. It's no different than the purpose and vision that have guided us for five 
years, but our hope is that this new way of expressing our priorities will be easy for 
all of us to remember and to live. 

If you'd like more information, please be sure to attend our Annual General Meeting 
on March 8, or speak to one of your NCF elders or staff.       

The purpose of a sabbatical is to 
engage in planned rest, meaningful 
act ivi ty,  s tudy,  and spir i tual  
refreshing. On May 2, I'll begin a 
sabbatical rest that will last until 
August 15 and I'm inviting you to take 
the journey with me. Before you get 
too excited, I'm not actually inviting 
you to pack up your gear and get in the 
back seat of our Equinox. What I am 
suggesting is that you join me in 
whatever way you can this spring and 
summer, to refresh your spirit through 
recreation, prayer, study, and service. 
To be clear, a sabbatical is not a 
vacation, but rather it 's best 
understood as an intentional renewal 
experience, designed to increase the 
pastor's overall ability to serve the 
congregation with renewed passion. 
For the layperson, a sabbatical might 
include reading, planned recreation, 
daily reflection, prayer, service, or 
anything else that helps you feel 
renewed. Although my plans are not 
yet confirmed, the things I'm currently 
considering include a trip to Phoenix, 
sitting with a spiritual director, 
reading, taking a course, creating a 
vegetable garden in our backyard, 
camping, boating, and a mission 
project. I'll have more information for 
you at our Annual General Meeting on 
March 8.

Peace of Christ, 
Pastor Chris 
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Notes from the  Elder Board



Fifty-seven people attended the NCF Church retreat 
February 5-7 at Wilderness Edge Retreat & Conference 
Centre in Pinawa. The theme for the weekend was Play, 
Rest, & Pray: Life Together in the Rhythms of Life.

Saturday  afternoon was filled with 
The session on Play had participants thinking about the 

sledding, skating, broom-ball and 
life-shaping power of play as they engaged in creative 

cross country skiing. 
story-telling with playdough.

A number of people chose to 
demonstrate their artistic flair by 
decorating their own mugs.  

We had a good chuckle Saturday evening during a time of 
short, amusing skits, and rumour has it that someone even 
made it into the hot tub 12 times throughout the weekend!

During the session focussed on Rest, we got quiet together, 
worshipping in a spirit of spa-like relaxation and con-
templative reflection.

The final session, Pray, saw prayer experienced in sacred 
space as we communicated with God in ways that were 
sure to keep everyone awake.

Although we were a smaller group, it was a weekend full of 
laughter, play and worship together. There were a number 
of children in attendance which contributed to a wonderful 
family atmosphere. The sessions were also very inter-

The retreat was a time of deepened relationships and we active, which was well suited for families. Alternate 
were thankful for safety for the ride home on a stormy activities were provided for the children during the more 
Sunday afternoon.reflective session.

One highlight of the 
weekend was Friday 
evening where Jordan St. 
Cyr blessed us with his 
music and shared some of 
his life story. Jordan also 
led the worship time at 
each session.

NCF Church Retreat
by Darlene Dueck



This year’s NCF youth retreat was held at Red Rock Bible 
Camp February 19-21. We had a group of 47 youth and 13 
leaders at the retreat, which was our largest attendance yet. 

Our topic for the retreat was on our Identity in Christ, and 
that who we are determines what we do, not having what 
we do determine who we are. Mitchell Martens, Beth 
Sawatzky and I (Matthew) were the speakers for the 
weekend, each leading a session in relation to our theme.

Our former youth pastor 
Ashlyn Neufeld, along with 
Ty l e r  a n d  t h e i r  s o n  
Desmond, joined us for the 
youth retreat as a way to 
celebrate the relationships 
NCF has with current and 
previous youth pastors.  
Having Tyler and Ashlyn at 
the retreat was also a con-
necting point for the youth to let them know the Neufelds are still praying for 
the NCF youth ministry, and affirms their support of the work being done.

Some highlights from 
the retreat were: the 
food (it was amazing), 
tube sliding, broom 
ball, cross country 
sk i ing ,  sess ions ,  
worship night, card 
games, “What are the 
Odds”,  and hockey.

NCF Youth Retreat
by Matthew Antonio

NCFNCF
1. How many Pastors currently serve at NCF?

2. Who are NCF’s Pastors?

3. How many Elders are on the NCF Elder Board?

4. Can you name the Elders?

5. In what position does each Elder serve?

6. Which Elder position is currently vacant?

7. When is the Annual General Meeting?

1 & 2. Three Pastors: Pastor Chris (lead); Pastor Matthew (youth) & Pastor Darlene (Congregational Care)
3-5.    Eight Elders: Gerry Rempel - Board Chair; Mike Hiebert - Education; Darcy Pauls - Facilities;
          Dan Klippenstein - Finance; Darlene Redekop - Human Resources; Jason Schellenberg - Media &
          Communications; Randy Zacharias - Missions; Ben Dueck - Worship. 
6.       Vacant Elder position: Congregational & Pastoral Care
7.        Annual General Meeting is Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 p.m.

FLIP THE PAGE AROUND
TO READ THE ANSWERS



In case you haven't heard, C3 stands Last month, Melanie Ward and 
for community, coffee, and Rachel Turnbull had a conversation 
conversation. The idea is to create a about voluntary simplicity with Val 
space for people to think together Hiebert, Assistant Professor of 
about things that might not get Sociology at Providence University 
much attention on a Sunday College. Val's gentle challenge was 
morning. We invite a speaker and to simply think about the hands that 
give her or him fifteen minutes to have touched the product you want instead of 'need', when we're 
tell us about a topic that's of interest to purchase. Were those hands planning to make a purchase. Other 
to them. When the speaker is done, children? Were they making a fair ideas include buying fair trade 
we have opportunity for a wage? Were they bonded slaves? products or avoiding businesses 
conversation. In January, Gordon She made it clear that voluntary that rely heavily on abusive labor 
Daman interviewed Aiden Enns, simplicity isn't for everyone and to practices. 
editor of Geez magazine who spoke be careful with our judgements of 
about Jesus and cultural resistance. those  who don ' t  chose  to  Our next guest will be James 

participate. For those who want to Magnus-Johnston, a political 
do something, Hiebert says, “start studies professor from Canadian 
off in the shallow end, not the deep Mennonite University. Join us on 
end.” Start by changing your March 20 at 7 pm for “Thriving in a 
language, perhaps choosing 'want’ world of climate upheaval.”  

Community • Coffee • ConversationCommunity • Coffee • Conversation

C3 Draws Record Crowd

Val Hiebert speaking
on voluntary simplicity

C3 thoughtful faith
think critically

deeper friendships
justice ecological balance

equality selfless service

 is for people who want to engage in .
It will help you  and develop

. It will challenge you to reorient
your life around , ,

, and .

Eleven workers and a cook home from vacation as well as for the Visa application. 
are booked to go to Brazil Time frames will be tight and this is a significant concern 
April 9 to 19 to see Scott and for our team. A second prayer request for our team is 
Patsy Buhler. While there we health, as the news continues to discuss various health 
will participate in con- concerns in South America. Please join us in prayer for 
struction of their new dining these items.
hall/staff dorm/chapel.

Construction is currently at a 
stage where they have 

recently built the beams for the bottom floor. They 
anticipate the floor installation to take place March 18, 
with the beams for the upper floor being built simul-
taneously.

Our first prayer request is around the Visa process. 
Turnaround time for the process is 3-4 weeks, however 
we have three individuals who will only be getting back 
from holidays 4-5 weeks before the Brazil trip. The issue 
is that their passports are needed both for their return Quest Construction site as of March 1st

Photo submitted by Patsy Buhler
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