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Part 6: From Flattery to Truth
2. _________________________
“In a lawsuit the first to speak seems right, until someone comes
forward and cross-examines.” Proverbs 18:17 (NIV)

“Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you
this warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your
evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us.”
Romans 12:3 (NLT)

“But this is what you must do: Tell the truth to each other. Render verdicts
in your courts that are just and that lead to peace. 17 Don’t scheme
against each other. Stop your love of telling lies that you swear are the truth.
I hate all these things, says the Lord.” Zechariah 8:16-17 (NLT)

“Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon exposed . . . .
22 The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who tell the truth.”
Proverbs 12:19, 22 (NLT)

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.” Ephesians 4:15 (NIV)

3. _____________________________
“Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’
Anything beyond this is from the evil one.” Matthew 5:37 (NLT)

We Must Choose Truth Over Flattery With:

1. _________________________
“But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice,
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:22 (NIV)

“I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know me
more than I want burnt offerings.” Hosea 6:6 (NLT)

“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense.
If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back.
16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again,
so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses.
17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church.
Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person
as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)

