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Pass the Ball and Praise the Lord  
Church-sponsored sports camp offers kids skills training with the touch of faith 

 
BEAVERCREEK, Ohio—Kids who 
attend New Day Church’s upcoming 
sports camp may not learn how to 
tebow, but the church hopes that, in 
addition to practicing basic sports 
skills, kids will develop their faith, on 
and off the field. 

 “Taking steps to integrate 
body and soul is healthy,” according 
to New Day Church Pastor Barry Jude, 
“and the younger you start the more 
natural the balance.” 
 With that goal, New Day 
Church will host a free sports and recreation camp for area kids ages 4 through 5th grade June 
26-28 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at Lofino Park in Beavercreek. The camp will feature basic skills 
coaching in football, soccer, tumbling and cheer—all with an emphasis on introducing children 
to faith at the same time.  
 Jude, who played college football for Liberty University, reported that the camp will be 
staffed by volunteers, primarily former college and high school athletes. “Children need the 
opportunity to be introduced to sports in a non-competitive environment,” Jude said. “My 
personal experience as the father of four is that children desire the opportunity to discover and 
try out a new sport—without keeping score. While competition has a valuable role later, first we 
want to lay the foundation for athletic success.” 

Jude pointed out that key components for sports, including self-discipline, focus and 
teamwork, mimic elements of spirituality. “Just like athletics, our faith requires training, and 
sports are an excellent way to teach some important skills.” 

Plus, Jude noted that the expression of faith, which often starts in childhood, brings 
another dimension to any game. “We all witnessed the impact of sincere faith expressed on the 
playing field by Tim Tebow,” Jude said. “Our goal is to help kids develop a personal faith so 
strong they’ll feel comfortable expressing it in their own way, not matter what they’re doing in 
life.” 

Register at www.newdaysbc.com or call 937.470.2045. 
About New Day Church SBC 
New Day Church SBC currently meets at 10 a.m. Sunday for worship at the Charles Lathrem 
Center, 2900 Glengarry Drive, Kettering, Ohio 45420 (Kettering Recreation Center).  
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