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Myers Park Presbyterian Church 

April 19, 2015 

Dr. Steven P. Eason 

 

 “Put out into the deep water…”  

Luke 5:1-11 

 

Since January we’ve been preaching on various Sayings of 

Jesus.  Today the saying comes from a fishing story found in Luke 5:1-

11. 

Our last capital campaign, a “Deeper Journey into 

Discipleship,” found its theme in this text.  Sometimes sermons 

land in the right place and the right time, with the right message!  

I’ve come back to it, not to inspire another capital campaign, but 

to be reminded of some key principles as I begin a new ministry 

and you begin a new era in the life of this congregation.   

 

 



2 

 

* * * 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, 

and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of 

God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 
3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 

asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat 

down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had 

finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, 

“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 

nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When 

they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets 

were beginning to break. 7So they signaled their partners in 

the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 

filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon 

Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who 

were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had 

taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 
11When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 

everything and followed him. 

* * * 

 What’s it like to fish all night and catch nothing?  It would be 

embarrassing to have to admit it.  You have the boat, the nets and 
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the skill, but you come up empty.  Other people are catching fish, 

why not you?  It’s not for lack of effort.  You’re not being 

punished for something you’ve done.  If that were the case, 

nobody would be catching fish!  Is it bad luck?  Presbyterians 

don’t believe in luck.  Maybe it’s just the cycle of life.  Sometimes 

things work out and sometimes they don’t.   

 This story is more than about catching fish, it’s about the 

human condition and God’s response to it.  There are a lot of 

people in this world today who are coming up empty.  Does the 

Christian faith have anything to offer them?   

* * * 

 We all come to a place, sooner or later, when we want to 

quit; from a marriage, an illness; from the rat-race, from trying to 

fix something or somebody.  There comes a time when all of us 
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want to stop fishing, stop coming up empty.  So you get out of the 

boat and wash the nets.  It’s over.  Or is it?   

 That’s the thing with Jesus.  You can deny him or even 

crucify him, but it’s not over!  You can stumble, fall, fail, come up 

empty but apparently, he doesn’t know how to quit!  This is the 

hope the Christian faith offers to a world that often comes up 

empty.  A world, that for some people, can often feel hopeless. 

* * * 

 Jesus said to Simon, 

 ‘Put out into the deep water and let out your nets 

for a catch.’  (Luke 5:4) 

 

The metaphor is rich.  Deep water is the unseen world, the stuff we 

don’t know.  Moving to deep water does not mean doing more of 

the same activity that produced nothing.  Deeper water is going 

where God calls you to go and usually that involves not being 

able to see everything below the surface.  It’s “deep water.”  We go 
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there in faith and trust that God would not call us there to fail.  

It’s a place of trust, especially when all our efforts have failed. 

* * * 

 So where would the deeper water be for Myers Park 

Presbyterian Church?  That’s not for me to say.  That will be for 

you to discern.  Where is the deeper water for Steve Eason?  

Ministering with and for clergy of all denominations; changing 

everything I’m accustomed to doing, not knowing exactly how it 

will turn out?  The way I see it, we’re both in the same boat!  

We’re both being called to deeper water without being able to see 

everything below the surface. 

 Sometimes it’s easier to know when you’re not in deeper 

water.   

 We’re not in deeper water when we’re only seeking 

to survive or to maintain ourselves.  Worrying 

about budgets and memberships is not it. 
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 We’re not in deeper water when we only see the 

church as a religious club, a place we visit from 

time to time to get a little comfort for life.  That’s 

not “deep.”   

 

 We’re not in deeper water when we spend all of 

our time and energy maintaining the nets and 

the boats but we never actually fish.  That’s not it 

either. 

 

 And you’re not in deeper water when you can 

actually see the bottom!  Play it safe, control 

things, never take a risk, never get in a place 

where you’re in over your head and you can be 

assured you’re not in deeper water. 

 

 We’re certainly not in deeper water when all we do 

is focus on the fish and neglect the Christ who is in 

the very boat with us.  This story is not about the 

fish.  

  

 Someone once said, 

If you always do what you’ve always done,  

you’ll always get what you’ve always gotten. 

 

Fishing harder or longer doesn’t necessarily catch any more fish.  

It’s not about our ability; it’s about our relationship with God 
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through Jesus Christ.  Him being in the boat is what made the 

difference. 

* * * 

 In your case, this church is a huge fishing boat.  The nets are 

made of steel.  The crew is well trained, there’s an elaborate 

navigational system and plenty of fuel and ice.  What could be 

missing?  

 In my case, I was born and raised in the ministry.  I have a 

degree in sociology and psychology, a degree from Duke Divinity 

School, a doctorate from Columbia Theological Seminary.  I’m a 

certified pastoral counselor and an author.  I have 36 years of 

parish ministry under my belt.  So what could be missing? 

 They fished all night and caught nothing.  It’s not about their 

boat or their nets, or their abilities.  It’s about their relationship 

with Jesus Christ.  He got in the boat.  He directed them to deeper 
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water, to a place that was over their head; a place of mystery and 

depth that was unbeknownst to them.   

You and I can have all the right stuff but come up empty.  

It’s not about you and it’s not about me.  It’s about Him!  He 

didn’t just bring fish into that boat; he brought those disciples 

into the kingdom of God.  That was the real catch!  That’s always 

the real catch. 

* * * 

 I would pray that you fish with Christ in even deeper waters 

than we have traveled over the past 13 years.  I’m not the one 

who knows where your deeper waters are or where the fish will 

be.  I’m not even sure your new pastor will know.  What’s 

important is that we know who does know!   

 I would hope you would pray for me as I move into my own 

deeper water.  There are a lot of unknowns about what I’m getting 
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ready to do.  In spite of all my credentials, I’m not the one who 

knows where the deeper water is or where the fish will be.  Like 

you, my job is to know the One who does know! 

 You can look at times like these from two angles; one can 

create anxiety, worry and fret, the other is to see it as an 

opportunity to experience the sovereignty and grace of God.  It’s 

a time to recast the nets and as the Psalmist reminds us; 

Know that the Lord is God. 

It is he that made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  (Ps. 100:3) 

 

 And let’s not forget how this fish story ended;   

When they had done this, they caught so many fish 

that their nets were beginning to break.  So they 

signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them.  And they came and filled both boats, so 

that they began to sink.  (Luke 5:6-7) 
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 May both of us begin to sink as our boats are filled with the 

surprising grace of God!  What a powerful message of hope to 

share with a world that often comes up empty! 

 In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen 


