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                                          From the Pastorôs Desk 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ñYour word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.ò (Psalm 119:105)  

After explaining something carefully to you, has someone ever asked, ñNow, is that as clear as 
mud?ò One wrinkle in the teaching of Scripture alone is the clarity and comprehensibility of the 
Bibleôs meaning for human readers. 

The Reformers believed that the church of their day had wrongly guarded Scripture by forbid-
ding that it be translated into the common languages of the people and by claiming that only 
the clergy could interpret its true meaning. Starting with Martin Luther, the Reformers taught 
that Godôs salvation plan in the Bible is clear to ordinary readers who put aside their own bias-
es and depend on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps not everything in Scripture is per-
fectly clear, but the Bible is clear enough to give guidance for faith and life. 

Our verse from Psalm 119 calls Godôs Word a lamp for our feet and a light on our path. If you 
have the time, read all of Psalm 119. Using the Hebrew alphabet, this psalm lists from ñA to Zò 
the weight, value, and clarity of Godôs Word.  

Although you may not understand everything you read in the Bible, if you put aside your biases 
and ask the Holy Spirit to guide your thoughts and understanding, Godôs Word will speak 
clearly to your heart. Then give thanks for his Word and put it into practice to please and serve 
him, today and every day. 

Thank you, Lord, for your clear and excellent Word. By your Holy Spirit, guide my understand-
ing as I read and listen so that I will find light for my path today. In Jesus, Amen. 
 
Well folks, here we are in the middle of Lent and pushing into the month of March.  This month 
we will having our last three Lenten Renewal Services, and we will complete our Confirmation 
Classes.  The men are sponsoring a Blood Drive on March 19

th
.  The Church Council will meet 

on the 25
th
.  Then during Holy Week we will have Maundy Thursday Service on the 29th, and 

Good Friday Service on the 30
th
 leading up to the Easter Celebration on April 1.  This year 

Mount Bethel is hosting the Community Easter Sunrise Service and breakfast, so please be 
thinking about how you can help to make this a great success.  
  
As always, I thank you for your faithfulness in supporting our church with your prayer, your 
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness.  Pray for your pastor and the staff of the 
church as we always pray for you. 
 
Love in Christ, 

Pastor Dale 
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JOY NEWS  

 
JOY will meet Monday, March 5th, at 10:30  for a covered 
dish luncheon. Josh Mitchell from the Solid Waste/

Recycling will be our guest speaker. 
 

JOY will meet at the church Wednesday, March  7 at 5:00 
pm to eat dinner at the Olde Hickory Tap Room in 

 Hickory and then to the  

GKC  (Godõs Kids Club)    

 
      The GKC (God's Kids Club) 

was scheduled to meet February 

11, 2018 after worship, but sadly 

to say, the meeting was cancelled.  

Some of the kids were getting 

over the flu and sinus problems, 

and it was a rainy day.  I was like 

Eeyore (my favorite Pooh Bear character), cheerfully 

blue, one gloomy guy.  But, I am thankful the kids are 

feeling better and spring is on its way!   

     With spring on its way, that means that Holy Week 

will soon be celebrated.  GKC will start this celebration 

with the Community Easter Egg Hunt on March 25, 

2018 beginning at 3:00 pm and ending at 5:00 pm.  All 

children in the community, Pre-school through 5th 

grade, are invited to attend.  If it happens to be rainy 

that day, we will have an egg hunt in the church.  We 

are going to have all kinds of fun with EGGS.  So in-

vite your friends, we will have a happy egging day! 

Nancy Johnson, Children's Coordinator  

   
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME  

BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 11  

 

Donõt forget to set  

your  clocks  

 

       UP  one h our           

LENTEN RENEWAL SERVICES 
 
Sunday, Mar 4         

        Speaker-Dr. Carl Arrington 

Sunday, Mar 11      

        Speaker-Rev David Hefner 

Sunday, Mar 18        

        Speaker-Rev. Dale Bost 

 
Fʺʶl˛˦˔nʐ ˛ˤʞ Lˏnɾˏʘ Sˏˠ˥iɨeʟ ʂʍ ˦ʳʶʕ hˉʁʍ ʆ 
ˢ˔ɵʍ ᴗ ɭʮʶl˛wˀ˓˔ʜ ˉnʋ ˡnaʫkʟ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ Fʮʶl˛wˀ˓˔ʜ 
Hʨʶʕ.  Wʍ ˉɼʍ aˀ˖˔nʐ ˏʁˏˠy˛ɶʍ tʙ ˋˠ˔nʐ ʆ ˗iʱhʠ 
ˡnaʫʔ ˛ʞ ᴬnɮˏʞ fɷoʋ tʙ ɧʍ ˀhˉɼeʋ ˍˤˠ˔nʐ ˛ˤʞ 

ɭʮʶl˛wˀ˓˔ʜ ˢ˔ɵʍ. 
 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 

T˓ˤrsdˉʦ, Mˉrʫʑ 29 
                 7:˪0ǶM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
Fˠidˉʦ Mˉrʫʑ 30 

7:˪0ǶM 
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Evening Enjoyed by All 
 
The UMM would like to thank everyone who came out to be a part of our 

annual Sweetheart Banquet on Saturday evening, February 10th. It was a 
great success where everyone enjoyed an evening of relaxation and fellow-
ship. Also a special thanks to Styx & Tones for providing our entertainment throughout the evening.  
We were honored to host Cub Scout Pack #275 and their families for Cub Scout Sunday during our worship 

service on Sunday, February 11th. Several of the Cub Scouts received their God & Me Award during the service. 
The UMM are honored to sponsor this Cub Scout pack along with Mount Bethel UMC. 
Brothers, letôs us not forget to daily share, mentor, and fellowship with each other while holding each other 

accountable during our daily walks. 
Sunday morning, March 11th at 7:00am will be our next UMMôs Fellowship Gathering in the church fellowship 

hall. All males (any age) are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast, devotions, some awesome fellowship and 
going about doing the work for Jesus Christ as he calls us.  
The door is open, the table is set and a place has been prepared for you! See you there! 
Kˏ˥˔ʘ Beˉrʋ / Roˍɶˏʦ Bʺ˗iʫʔ 
 

UMYF March Newsletter 
The youth would like to say ñThank youò to all that were able to come out to the pancake supper in celebration for 

Shrove Tuesday and to those that made a donation toward our missions.  

The group unanimously decided to continue our mission serving the homeless in Hickory in 

partnership with the Hands of God Ministry. We pack 60 bagged lunches once a month which 

includes a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, a bag of goldfish or crackers, a fruit cup, and a 

sweet treat. Lunches are packed in gallon size zip lock bags because this also gives the recipi-

ent a dry bag to store items in their back packs. Your donations are reaching those in need 

monthly and we thank you! Last month while feeding the homeless, the kids were able to see 

what it means to meet someone’s need in the moment. My prayer is that each one of us will 

take a moment out of our daily lives and look for opportunities to be the ñLight!ò  

 “We are the light of the world, we are the city on the hill, we are the light of the world, we 

gotta, we gotta, we gotta let the light shine. 

We are called to spread the news, tell the world the simple truth, Jesus came to save, there’s freedom in his name, so 

let it all breakthrough” 

We are by Kari Jobe  (Matthew 5:14-16) 
 
We are excited to be the ñlightò again this summer in Plymouth, NC. Our mission trip will be July 8th-14th This is al-

ways an exciting time to grow in Christ, fellowship with other believers, and sweat serving in the Holy name of Jesus! 

We will be handing our registration forms this coming Sunday.  
 
Please be in prayer for all of our up-coming events. 

March 4th: Meet in the fellowship hall at 8:45 to pack lunches 

 Deliver lunches after worship, and stop for lunch before going to the theatre to watch Samson 

March 11th: Fellowship after Lenten Service in the fellowship hall, 7pm.  

March 18th: Meet at 5:30 prior to Lenten Service 

March 25th: Regular Meeting @ 6:30 
 
Cˉnˍʦ Mʳʶlsˉpʟ, ǼȒYF Co˛rˍ˔nat˛ʞ 
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                            2018 SPRING  

     LAY SERVANT TRAINING  
 
 

The 2018 Lay Servant Training is April 14, 2018 from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

(Check in will be from 9:00 AM-9:45 AM on the 14th) and April 21, 

2018 class starts at 9:00AM-3:00 PM with closing worship from  

3:00-4:00 PM  at Wilkesboro United Methodist Church . You must attend 

both sessions in order to complete the class. Registration and the payment is 

online only.   Deadline to register is  March 26, 2018. 

 

The classes offered this year include: 
 
Basic Course ($30.00): In the Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course, you will 
discuss processes to help individuals discern and respond to Godôs particu-
lar call on their lives. You will be encouraged to recognize and employ his or 
her spiritual gifts for the church to become what God intended it to be.  This course invites participants to consider the 
importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practic-
es, and being  part of a group that holds members accountable in discipleship.  It offers guidelines for optimal commu-
nication in leadership and presents numerous types of ministries in which lay servants may assure roles,  Throughout 
the study, thoughtful questions provide excellent opportunities for individual consideration and group discussion.   
 
Advanced Course: Accountable Discipleship (Heritage Category) ($30.00): This course focuses on the concept of 
the household of God, Scripture as divine revelation, Wesleyan understandings of grace, and the importance of the 
class leader in the development of the Methodist movement. 
 
Advanced Course: Planning Worship (Leading Worship Category) ($30.00): This course builds on the course 
Leading Worship, and it is grounded in the principles and practices or worship planning. 
 
Advanced Course:  Called to Preach (Preaching Category) ($30.00): Called to Preach and You Can Preach! are 

courses designed for those who have not completed formal preaching training, for pastors seeking a basic refresher 

course, and for others who are called upon to preach in a pastorôs absence. 
 
Advanced Course:  Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century ($30.00): This is a practical guide for building ministry 

for older adults. 
 

There is a sign - up sheet in the narthex  for anyone interested  in 

assisting with lawn care  for the  summer.  We have in the past 

had a 4 team  rotation.  We would like to have at least 1 more 

team.  We could also use some more volunteers to help Larry and 

Linda Bolick and Scott Bowman with the cemetery.   THANKS!!!  
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SAVE THE DATE  —  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …             
                                                                   

    APRIL  
Sunday, April 1 Sunrise Service @ Mt Bethel UMC with guest speaker Rev. Wayne Caviness 6:30AM   

                          Easter Service/Flower Cross @ Mt Bethel 10AM 

Monday, April 2 10:30AM JOY Meeting ???                                  CDC Closed 

Saturday, April 7 CDC Staff Workday 

Monday April 9  CDC Open House/Family Night                       Tuesday, April 10 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00PM         

Thursday, April 12 CDC Meeting 6:30PM                                    Sunday, April 15 GKC 11:30AM 

Tuesday, April 17 VOW Meeting 7:00PM 

Monday, April 23 Finance Committee Meeting  7:00PM                 

Sunday, April 29 Childrenôs Sunday 9AM SS & 10AM Worship @ Mt. Bethel 

                            Cook-Out/Recreation at Bethlehem Park following worship   

                  MAY                   

Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer-Community Service around flag pole at Mt. Bethel 12 Noon    

Saturday, May 5 UMM BBQ 4:00PM until (serving from trailer beginning @ 11AM) 

Monday, May  7 JOY Meeting 10:30AM 

Tuesday, May 8   CDC Teacher Appreciation Day                       Worship Committee 7:00PM 

Thursday, May 10 CDC Meeting 6:30PM                                       Friday, May 11 UMW sponsored ñGarden Partyò 6:30PM                   

Sunday, May 13 Motherôs Day Worship 10:00AM                         

Tuesday, May 15 VOW Meeting 7:00PM 

Sunday, May 20 Heritage/Graduate Recognition Sunday             GKC 11:30AM 

                            Bethlehem Community Sing @ Promised Land Ministries 6PM 

Monday, May 27 Memorial  Day Observance Sunday  

Monday, May 28 Memorial Day Church Office closed       

Monday, May 28 Alexander Missional Network Meeting 6:30PM         

 

PRAYER LIST                           “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  

                                                                                          with  thanksgiving let our requests be made known to Godò 

 

IIl HealthðCort Hollar, Phyllis Miller, Michele Rodriquez, Gary Woods, Carolyn Sell, Angela Wise’s father, Zoe Fer-

guson, Larry Bolick, Wes Starnes, Bob & Helen Steele, Carolyn Bolick, Barry & Holly Whitesides, Shannon Bolick 

Home MembersðMae Eckard, Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon, Allene Starnes, Susan Sigmon 

CancerðChristin Gates, Ken Mays, Judy Rairdon, Marshall Rudisill, Barbara Faulk,   Jillian Woodring, Beth Wheeling, 

Abi Mecimore, Doug Stone, David Shugart, Kevin Fox, Clay Wells, Bill Hefner (Jerry Hefner’s brother), Eddie Warren, 

David Packett 

General Concern—Becky, Lexie & Jackson Ward, Lori Love, Steve Joyce, Rachel, Chris Starnes, Parkland, Florida 

School Shootings  

Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller, Blaze Carswell, Colonel Neil Khatod, Jordan Hill 

Surgery & Recovery— Michael McKinney (Rachel Beard’s father), Sandy Fox (open heart surgery)   

Deaths—Families of Lee McLawhon (Greg McLawhon’s mother), Ruth Rae Starnes, Jimmy McDanel (Theresa 

Moretz’s nephew), Ricky Icard (Jennie Icard’s son), Rev. Billy Graham 



 

 

                     
 MARCH  

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

  1 Anthony & Janie Bowman 

  2 Latt & Wendy Moretz 

10 Steve & Carol Joyce 

16 Dave & Kim Privette 

20 Kenneth & Linda Coffey 

22 Jeremy & Tammi Brock 
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         AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE                   
                          Sponsored by the UMM   

      March 19, 2018       3:00-7:30PM 
                
      www.redcrossblood.org  

            & enter sponsor code: mtbethel  

               to schedule your appointment  
 

                WWW.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass  

              To speed up your appointment (Must be done  

        the day of  your appointment).  Read and answer the  

           questions , print the pass or email it to yourself.  

       
        Thanks for the gift of life!!! 

MARCH  

BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

  
**The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

sponsored by the UMYF was a great  

success! Money raised will be used for 

their mission of serving the homeless in 

Hickory in partnership with the  

Hands of God Ministry.  

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!  

 
      

NEXTé.. 
    BETHLEHEM  

COMMUNITY  

SING    

               

  

 Where:      PROMISED LAND MINISTRIES 

 When:       SUNDAY, MAY 20  
 Time:       6:00PM 

   

1 Jerry Hefner 

2 Carol Joyce, Jeremy Brock, Emma Teague 

3 George Clark, Bonnie Campbell 

4 Nickey Dockery, Adam Coleman 

5 Lydia Jones, Caleb Sigman, Nathaniel Hart 

6 Thomas Penn 

7 Todd Blackburn, Hannah Jones 

8 Casey Icard 

9 Dean Bolick, Jacob Patton 

10 Phyllis Moretz 

11 Ann Reece, Chelsea Penn 

12 Barbara Baker 

15 Faye Smith 

16 Jack Starnes 

17 Reggie Davis, Sr. 

19 Katie DeBenedetto, Allene Starnes, Anthony  

            Thomas DeCenzo, Jackson Sigman 

20 Holly Sue Dockery 

22 Rodney Bolick, Pam Williamson 

23 Debra Kanupp 

24 Sandra Goble, Anthony Barnes, Holly Beck,   

            Mattie Spainhour 

25 Kellie Teague 

26 Ben Bullard, Dalton Beck, Carolyn Speagle 

27 Karen Bowman  

28 Kelsey Weygant, Solon Hefner 

29 Michael Little, Brenda Little 

30 Wayne Beard, Carla Turkett 

31 Shelia Bolick, Jason Little, Rita McAuley,  

            Linda Teague 

http://send.redcross.org/link.cfm?r=2638783808&sid=79913512&m=10794624&u=REDCROSS1&j=33719574&s=http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass?utm_source=realmagnet&utm_medium=email&utm_content=body_rapidpass2&utm_campaign=BHQ_RapidPass_PreDrive_201508
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aǘΦ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ  
aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
άhǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aǘ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦ  ²Ŝ  
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ  

ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ                        
ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ 


