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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
“After this Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the
fourth generation. And so he died, old and full of years” (Job 42:16-17).
The book of Job ends on a note of contentment and peace. Job was probably about seventy
when the book opens, so he is an old man. What a picture of peace, a contented man. God had
greatly blessed him.
Before us stretches a new year, a new beginning. The old is past, put away forever. God invites us to always forget about all the distrust and fears, all the anxieties of the past, all the resentments we have been holding against others, all the grudges, all the criticisms--to just put
them away and begin again.
The question as we close this book is, “On what basis am I going to live in this new year?”
Will it be on the old basis of it-all-depends-on-me, do-it-yourself goodness before God, trying
my best to be pleasing to God and meaning it with all my heart but never realizing the depths
of evil with which I must deal? Or will I accept the gift of God that is waiting for me every
day, fresh from His hand, a gift of forgiveness, of righteousness that is already mine, of a relationship in which God is my dear Father and I am his cherished, beloved son, and in which I
therefore have provided for me all I need, all day long, so that I may say no to evil and yes to
truth and right?
Will it be on that basis? If it is, this will be a year in which grace, peace, hope, and love will
characterize my life. Or, if we insist on living it on the same old basis, we will find ourselves
like these friends of Job, arousing the anger and the wrath of God. Though God is patient and
merciful, our only escape will be to repent of our evil and rest upon the righteousness of our
perfect substitute and return to God for the blessing that He is waiting to give. That is the
choice before us, every one of us. How are we going to live in this new year?
“Lord, thank You for this new year that lies before us. We choose You. We choose to depend
on You, trust You, and accept from Your hand all that You would give us. AMEN.”
Wow, where did 2016 go? I see 2017 as a promising year for me and my family, and for our
church family. We never know what the future will bring but as I look at our church activity
calendar I am excited about all the ministry we have planned. In January, the United Methodist Men are sponsoring an American Red Cross Blood Drive (Monday 1/16/17 3:00-7:00 pm)
and the church is sponsoring a Community Soup Supper (Thursday 1/19/17 @5:30 pm). Both
of this events are great community outreach, so be sure to invite everyone you see in the community. Our Wednesday evening Bible Studies will begin again January 4, and we have a full
slate of other committee meetings. The Worship Committee has worked hard to design and
plan inspiring and uplifting worship services for the five Sundays in the month. January 8, we
will celebrate Baptism of the Lord Sunday with a Reaffirmation of Faith and Baptismal Renewal Service. January 22, is United Methodist Women’s Sunday, January 29 is Noisy Sunday as the children will take up a special offering for missions. I am excited to be in ministry
with you, and I cannot wait to see what God has in store for us. I thank God every day for all
of you!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Dale
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JOY NEWS
Regular JOY meeting Monday, January 2 at
10:30AM. Lunch will be provided. Bring an
unwrapped $2 gift for BINGO. Please let
Carolyn Speagle know if you are attendinghope to see all just older youth there!!!!

Save the date….

MT BETHEL’S
9TH ANNUAL

Saturday, March 4

COMMUNITY
SOUP SUPPER

THURSDAY , JANUARY 19
5:30PM
Soup and sandwiches.
sponsored by Mt. Bethel UMC. This
is a community event so please
invite your friends, family and
neighbors to enjoy a free meal and
fellowship in a Christian
atmosphere. If you can provide soup
and or sandwiches, crackers or
drinks (no desserts) please contact
Judy Sipe.

5:00PM

Food , Fellowship & GREAT Entertainment!!!

MT BETHEL UMC
CONFIRMATION
CLASS
SUNDAY, FEB 26 2:00PM

Christmas Cantata Service
“Emmanuel, Celebrating
Heaven’s Child”

THANKS to the Adult Choir, UMYF, God’s

Kids Club and to
the Spainhour’s for
providing the animals. The cantata was
awesome!!!! A
big

to Music Director Donna Reid and Pianist
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Any youth interested in attending
Confirmation class please let Pastor
Dale know by Sunday, February
12. The class will begin on Sunday, February 26 at 2:00PM and
will run for about 6 weeks. The
first class will be for students,
parents and mentors from
2-2:30pm and then the students
from 2:30-4:00pm (and each following Sunday). The class will
study about our faith in God, the
history of the church, Christian
discipleship and topics about
Christian life. Mentors are needed.
Any adult that is interested in
serving please let Pastor Dale know.
Thanks!
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MT BETHEL UMW CHRISTMAS TEA
On December 12th our UMW group gathered with great anticipation for our annual Christmas Tea. There were 30 + members
and guests present. After a short business session our ladies were
able to fill their plates from a great feast of covered dish specials
and decadent desserts. All attending enjoyed food and drink using
Judy Sipe 's lovely Christmas dinnerware.
Judy had an enjoyable program about the Nativity through the
animals' eyes at the stable . Several members helped act out the
animals roles.
Then our beloved Christmas gift exchange began. Judy read
The Night before Christmas with a twist. After passing gifts many
times each lady and gent unwrapped their gift.
Our TEA ended with memories past and new ones created. We
also took a moment to pray and remember members recovering
from health issues and those no longer with us.
Please join us for our monthly meetings on the second Monday
of each month. Merry Christmas!!!!
Respectfully submitted,
Theresa Moretz, Secretary

UMYF
Looking back over Advent and moving into Epiphany, we
would like to thank all of our UMYF members who participated
in the many events spanning the month of December. We were
able to fill the majority of the spots in the Bethlehem Christmas
Drive Thru with our youth roster, with help from parents, and –
as always – Saturday evening support from the Flowers family.
Thank you to everyone who took time out of their evenings over
the Drive Thru weekend to return, many night after night, to enact the annunciation to Mary. Special thanks also goes to our
UMYF members who have been practicing every Sunday evening with the choir at Mt. Bethel, and who contributed within the
cantata on Christmas day. We are very proud of our youth and
were thrilled with the singing and staging parts they played.
The UMYF are still selling the remainder of 2017 appointment
calendars, just outside of the sanctuary as you leave services on
Sundays, at $6 per calendar; as of the writing of this article, we
have 15 calendars still available. $3 goes to cover the cost of the
calendar, and $3 goes to the UMYF fund, out of which we pay
for outings, event expenses, and other trips throughout the year.
We are thankful for your support.
For January, the UMYF will continue considering the birth
narratives of Matthew and Luke, for how they spoke to and subverted the expectations of their culture, and how they call us to do
the same today – in love, carrying forward to Epiphany. We are
looking at the narratives side-by-side a viewing of The Nativity.
UMYF will not meet on 1/1/2017, but will continue with normal
meeting times – 6-7:30 PM – on 1/8/2017.
May the Lord bless and keep you,
Andrew Bolick
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UMM News Kairos-The 2017 calendar year

is here with challenges, opportunities and moments
(apparent or not) for each of us to share with and/or help
our brothers and sisters in Christ! Seeds to be planted
cultivated and nurtured over time that through prayer without ceasing will someday sprout, grow and blossom.
Continually I am reminded of the Greek word for opportunity “kairos” as it appears in the scripture.
Scholars tell us it means “favorable opportunity.” Its
derivatives imply “the right moment; that which will last
only for a while.” Kairos means a God-given opportunity is
being offered to mankind at a specific moment in time.
However, the word also implies there is a risk – a risk of
faith. In other words, as time moves on, the opportunity
can be missed.
That happened to the Israelites when they failed to
enter the Promised Land. God told Moses to “send some
men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to
the Israelites” (Numbers 13:1). (Open a copy of God’s
word and continue reading)
In the daily course of human events, unique opportunities – kairos – to change the destiny of a person or people
appear…for a moment. The test of that person or people is
whether they will recognize it and respond in obedience to
the One who is suffering, trusting in His ability to work
through them to fulfill His purposes. (taken from the book
“Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper”)
Brothers, let’s us not forget to daily share, mentor, and
fellowship each other while holding each other accountable during our daily walks.
Our next UMM’s fellowship gathering will be Sunday
morning, January 8th at 7:00am in the church fellowship
hall. All males (youth on up) are invited to join us for breakfast, fellowship, devotions and going about doing the work
for Jesus Christ as he calls us. The door is open, the table
is set and a place has been prepared for you! See you
there!
UMM Secretary Kevin Beard, Rodney Bolick

God’s Kids Club Events
Happy New Year to everyone! Before we jump into
the New Year I want to start off by thanking the kids
for the great job they did in our Christmas Cantata.
Thanks to the parents for bringing them to practice
and for their support. We had a great year with the
children in 2016. We had some fun experiences
throughout the past year, such as the Easter Egg Hunt,
Bible School, and several outings. As the new year
starts we will have our first GKC meeting on January
8th. We will meet right after church.
Thanks,
Candace Bolick
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DON’T FORGET TO SIGN
UP FOR THE…...
WORSHIP SERVICE
FLOWER CALENDAR

BETHLEHEM COMMUNITY
SING
Where:

BETHLEHEM CHURCH OF GOD

When:

SUNDAY, JANUARY

Time:

22

6:00PM

The Community Sing is sponsored by
the Bethlehem Ministerial Association
and an offering will be taken for the
Benevolent Fund to assist families
in need in our community.

To the Mt Bethel Church Family……..
On behalf of the Worship Committee and myself,
we would like to say Thank You to all who helped

INCLIMATE
WEATHER
CLOSING NOTICE

in the worship services during the year. Whether
it be as a lector, acolyte, readers, sound, music
or whatever. You made it easy to plan services,
because we knew there would always be
volunteers to help us. Once again THANK YOU!
Remember in 2017 we will need your help and
we will be looking to you again. Hope you have a
Blessed New Year!!!
Judy Sipe, Worship Chairperson

In case of bad weather this winter
we just wanted to remind you
to watch WSOC-TV for
church closing or delays.

PRAYER LIST
IIl Health— Dane Hill (Pastor Steve’s grandson), Susan Shipley, Lee McLawhon, Mary Beth Waddell, Phyllis Miller, Ron Blalock (Janet
Spencer’s brother), Payton Johnson & infant son Orion (Melanie Cofer’s niece), Lynn Tevepaugh, Arlene Dunn, Cindy Strout, Doris Ann
Carrigan, Steve & Carolyn Bolick, Amy Jenkins, Cliff Fishor & family, Beulah Bolick, Jimmy Greenhill, Matt Strickland, Frances Hall,
Sherry Weaver, Steven Fenick, Dick Klein, Michele Dunn
Home Members—Mae Eckard, Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon , Allene Starnes
Cancer—Becky Cline, Bobby Thompson, Cindy Huizenga, Wendy Miller, Amy Hall, Christin Gates, Pantha Fox, Rett Barrett, Rachel
Dickerson, Pam Skoglund
General Concern—Krissy Atapovich Family, Kelly Blanton, Dianne Shaw, Kim Hawkins, Brian Stone, Our Country’s New Leaders,
Lindsey & Ann Kirby, Chris, Teresa & Tommy Smith, Rob & Ellen Strickland, Jackson & Aubrey Stone, Casey Moretz
Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller
Surgery & Recovery—John Wood, Tracy Campbell, Sylvia Evans, Jim Peterson, Todd McAuley, Lena Thorton, Gerald Williamson
Deaths--Family of Jennie Icard

“Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God”
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SAVE THE DATE — UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …
FEBRUARY
Monday, Feb 6 JOY 10:30AM
Tuesday, Feb 7 S/PPRC Staff Evaluation Planning 7:00PM
Thursday, Feb 9CDC Meeting 6:30PM
Saturday, Feb 11 UMM sponsored Sweetheart Banquet 6:00PM
Sunday, Feb 12 Cub Scout Sunday
Tuesday, Feb 14 Worship Committee 7:00PM
Monday, Feb 20 S/PPRC Staff Evaluations 6:00PM
Tuesday, Feb 21VOW Meeting 7:00PM
Sunday, Feb 26 Confirmation Class Begins 2:00-4:00PM
Monday, Feb 27 GKC Children’s Sunday/Easter Egg Planning 6:30PM
MARCH
Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday Service 7:00PM
Friday, March 3 Coffee House Practice 7:00PM
Saturday, March 4 Coffee House 5:00PM
Sunday, March 5 1st Sunday in Lent/1 Great Hour of Sharing Sunday
Lenten Renewal Service 6:00PM
Monday, March 6 JOY Meeting 10:30AM
Wednesday, March 8 CDC Meeting 7:30PM
Sunday, March 12 Daylight Saving Time Begins/2nd Sunday in Lent
Lenten Renewal Service 6:00PM
Tuesday, March 14 Adult Choir Practice 7:00PM
Sunday, March 19 3rd Sunday in Lent
Lenten Renewal Service 6:00PM
Monday, March 20 UMM sponsored American Red Cross Bloodmobile
Tuesday, March 21Adult Choir Practice 7:00PM
Sunday, March 26 4th Sunday in Lent
Lenten Renewal Service 6:00PM
Tuesday, March 28 Choir Practice 7:00PM

Confirmation Class 2:30-4:00PM
Tuesday, March 7 Adult Choir 7:00PM
Thursday, March 9 Worship Committee 7:00PM
Confirmation Class 2:30-4:00PM
Thursday, March 16 VOW Committee 7:00PM
Confirmation Class 2:30-4:00PM
3:00-7:30PM
Confirmation Class 2:30-4:00PM

MT.BETHEL UMC CEMETERY GUIDELINES
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The cemetery is for church members only
There is no charge for active church members and dependent children
(active member: attends regularly and monetarily supports the church)
(A) Fee of seven hundred dollars ($700) will be charged for burial of a non-member spouse
(B) Fee of five hundred dollars ($500) will be charged for inactive members of 3 years
(inactive member: has not attended regularly or monetarily supported the church for a period of 36 months-*does not
apply to a shut-in)
(C) Active non member charge is at discretion of Committee
Each grave must have a vault or liner
All graves are to have a permanent marker-foot or headstone within 6 months
A ground level 6” wide X 2” deep concrete border is to be placed around each headstone and or/foot marker
All foot markers are to be at ground level (not grass level)
All fresh flowers are to be removed from grave after 2 weeks
Cemetery Committee has Final Decision on all matters

Cemetery Committee members are:
Larry Bolick-Chairman, Ann Reece, Talmage Bowman, Joey Teague, Connie Blackburn

Page 5/January 2017

The Epistle

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

4
5
6
8
10
12
13
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
27
28
29
31

JANUARY

ANNIVERSARIES
1
6
18
23
31

Joey and Mary Teague
Charles & Nancy Flowers
Larry and Linda Bolick
Nathan & Sarah Watson
Dale & Holly Beck

Sarah Moretz
Justin Bowman, Linda Coffey, Shane Stamey
Christy Teague, Dawson Johnson
Haley Teague
Dan Bolick, Libby Moffett
Peggy Bowman, Mae Eckard
Ashley Moretz, Randy Patton
Nathan Watson
Christopher Evans, Parker Dale Kersey
Marci Sigmon
Jackson Wood
Karissa Miller
Jim Walsh
Allen Boliek
Mary Leigh Richey, Courtney Baker
Stewart Starnes
Brooke Gosnell
Beth Prewitt
Ted Clark, Calvin Powell
Kyle Hefner, Drew Johnson, Beth Winters
Michael Williamson

For all of your
“Light of Love”
Donations. Total
proceeds of $1300
were raised for the
Maintenance Fund!

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Sponsored by the UMM
MONDAY, JANUARY 16 3:00—7:30 PM
Start you New Year off by Giving the Gift of Life!

Next Blood Drive will be March 20
RAPID PASS IS AVAILABLE-IT’S SIMPLE. (Must be done the day of the drive)
1.Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass. 2. Read the information 3. Answer the questions.

4.Print the pass or email it to yourself
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Mt. Bethel United
Methodist Church
“Our Mission Statement”
“The mission of Mt Bethel United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming
the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor. We
believe that the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love. Together, we seek
to be the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by living our daily lives in light of our
relationship with God.”
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