The Epistle
From the Pastor’s Desk
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
After Jesus had been crucified, the disciples had gone fishing. Peter had gone through his
most agonizing moments in which he had denied Jesus three times. He had lost a friend. He
probably whether the last three years had been a dream. Now what?
Peter had prepared three years, but he was not going out to preach; he was going fishing.
He had returned to his trade of days gone by. He had more experience with Jesus than any
other human on earth could claim. He was about to have his third encounter with Jesus after
the resurrection. Jesus called from the shore to suggest something.
“Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
other disciples were together. ‘I'm going out to fish’" Simon Peter told them, and they
said, ‘We'll go with you.’ So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven't you any fish?’ ‘No,’
they answered. He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find
some.’ When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number
of fish. (John 21:2-6)

Now if you are seasoned fishers as these men were, you might be a bit irritated if a stranger
suggested you simply put your nets over on the other side to catch fish. Yet we find that they
took the advice, and once they were obedient, the Lord revealed Himself.
When they followed Jesus’ advice the catch was enormous. In most cases such a haul
would have broken the net. Jesus invited them to have breakfast with Him. He had already
started the fire. I can imagine the scene would resemble some friends going camping together.
There is so much we could learn from this story in scripture about God’s ways. One thing
is that we are to be in full time ministry in our everyday workplaces. When we belong to
Christ we are to represent Him well wherever we are and whatever we do. As workplace believers, we must understand that after we have spent years with Jesus our work place is our
mission field. Jesus recommissioned Peter while he was at his original profession. Jesus ask
Peter, “Do you love me, and will you feed my sheep?” He did not say to Peter, “Fishing is a
waste of your time now.” Pray for God to commission you and show you who you need to
reach and how to do it.
Gracious Lord, help us to remember that our nets belong to you and that you trust us to
manage them. Show us where to cast our nets so they will be filled for your glory and our
benefit. May your will always be done in our lives. In Christ holy Name we pray. AMEN.
Well friends, Easter is here, and spring is finally making an appearance. On Easter Sunday
(April 1) we are hosting the Bethlehem Community Sunrise Service at 6:30 am, and breakfast
will follow. Then at 10:00 am the choir musical presentation of the Easter story will highlight
our worship service. On Saturday April 7 there will be a work day at the women’s new thrift
store with plan to open for business by May 1, 2018. Sunday April 8 the United Methodist
Men will meet for breakfast to complete plans for our spring barbeque which is scheduled for
May 5. Monday evening, April 9, the United Methodist Women will meet in the parlor. We
have Adult Bible Study each Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm. Of course, we have a full slate
of committee meetings spread through the month. Be sure to use your talents and gifts wherever you can to serve the Lord.
Love in Christ,

April 2018
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GKC (God’s Kids Club)
The Community Easter Egg Hunt was held on March 25th, all the kids had an eggcllent (excellent)
time. In addition to Mt. Bethel's GKC (God's Kid Club) kids, community kids came for a total of 17.
We began our time together by making a "Happy Easter" sheet. After completing the sheet, everybody
went outside to hunt Easter eggs. That was a frenzy to see who could find the most eggs. The kids were
divided into two groups, kindergarten age and younger and first grade and older, so the younger kids
would have a chance to get some eggs. The younger group hunted eggs in the front of the building while
the older group hunted eggs in the back of the building. After finding all the eggs, the kids came back
inside and emptied all the goodies from their eggs in their baskets to take home to enjoy.
The kids remained in the two groups for our next activity. The younger kids made crosses with pretzel sticks dipped in
melted white chocolate and then added sprinkles. The younger kids were given the opportunity to color a picture. While the
younger kids were doing their activity, the older kids made Easter Story Cookies while reading scriptures of Jesus's last days.
All the ingredients in the cookies were a symbol of those last days and what happened to Jesus during those days. The kids
beat pecans into small pieces to represent how Jesus was arrested and beaten by the soldiers (John 19:1-3). Jesus was thirsty
on the cross so the soldiers gave Him vinegar to drink (John 19:238-30). The kids smelled the vinegar and poured it in the
mixing bowl. The next ingredient to go in the bowl was egg whites, which represent life - Jesus gave His life so that we can
have life (John 10:10-11). Salt was sprinkled into kids’ hand for them to taste and put a dash of salt in the mixing bowl. The
salt represents the tears shed by Jesus' disciples and the bitterness of our own sin (Luke 23:27). Then we turned the mixer on
high speed to begin mixing the ingredients in the bowl. The sweet part of the story and recipe is the one cup of sugar that was
added to the bowl. Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know and belong to Him (Psalm 34:8 and John 3:216).
The ingredients in the bowl was mixed on high speed until it formed stiff white peaks. The white color represents the purity in
God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus (Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3). The broken nuts were folded in to
the beaten egg whites and dropped onto a parchment covered cookie sheet. The mounds represented the rocky tomb where
Jesus' body was laid (Matthew 27:57-60). The cookies were placed in the oven and we sealed the oven door with tape to represent that Jesus' tomb was sealed (Matthew 27:65-66).
While the pretzel crosses cooled and the cookies baked, we were busy doing a craft and playing eggs games - shooting eggs
off the table with a rubber band and rolling an egg down a lane with sticks.
At last the pretzel crosses were cool the cookies were done and it was snack time. We enjoyed our pretzel crosses, Easter
Story Cookies, Rice Crispy Treats, and drink while watching a Veggietales video about Easter.
That was a fun filled two hours! Hope to see all the kids at our next gathering on April 15th after worship service till 12:45
pm. We will have lunch and then our club meeting. Then on April 29th we will celebrate Children's Sunday.
Thanks to all who donated items for our egg hunt. The eggs were so full; I had to tape some together. And thanks to all
the parents who stayed and helped with all our activities.
Nancy Johnson, Children's Coordinator
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____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Donor:

NEXT…..

BETHLEHEM
COMMUNITY
SING
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Upcoming Spring BBQ Fundraiser
The UMM would like to thank everyone who came out to and donate during our recent Red Cross Blood Drive.
Thank You!
Our UMM’s Fellowship did not gather during the March timeframe but will gather next on Sunday morning, April 8 th
at 7:00am in the church fellowship hall. We will be discussing the final preparation plans for our upcoming May 2018
Spring BBQ Pork & Chicken fundraiser along with several other topics of discussion. Men make your plans now to be
there!
All males (any age) are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast, devotions, some awesome fellowship and going
about doing the work for Jesus Christ as he calls us.
Kevin Beard / Rodney Bolick
Brothers, let’s us not forget to daily share, mentor, and fellowship with each other while holding each
other accountable during our daily walks.

UMYF April Newsletter
Spring is upon us and summer is fast approaching. Thus we are preparing for our up-coming summer Mission trip
to Plymouth, NC. The group will be traveling to Plymouth July 8-14 to be the hands and feet of Jesus while servicing
the community, learning and applying the Word daily, and fellowship with their brothers and sisters in Christ. This will
be our 4th Mission in partnership with C.R.O.S.S. and the leadership of Neill and Selwyn Shaw, of Union Grove UMC.
The cost per person is $235 which covers lodging, most meals (with the expectation of travel days,) and building materials needed for our projects. All students interested in going need to complete their application and turn them in by
April 8th. Once again, Nancy Johnson and I will be accompanying the group. In order to raise money to fund this mission we will be hosting a Spaghetti dinner after service on April 22nd. Please plan to join us for lunch and dessert. If
you are unable to stay for lunch, please consider making a donation to the UMYF during worship in addition to your
normal tithes. In addition, please be in prayer for our summer mission trip.
April 29th is children’s day and our annual day at the park. The UMYF would like to
challenge the church to a corn hole tournament. There will be a sign-up sheet posted on the
bulletin board by the mail boxes. Choose your partner and sign up. Brackets will be made and
posted prior to April 29th. This should be a fun day of food and fellowship! If you would like to
play and need a partner, ask a member of the UMYF.
What’s coming up…..
April 1st: Happy Easter, He Is Risen! Enjoy your family!
April 8th: Meeting at 8:45 to pack lunches for the homeless. Deliver lunches after service,
lunch and devotions once we return to church.
April 15th: Regular meeting @ 6:30
April 22nd: Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser after service.
April 29th: Children’s Sunday, Church lunch outing @ Bethlehem Park.
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
Candy Millsaps, UMYF Coordinator
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY

April 29

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
THURSDAY, MAY 3

(For Entire Church)

12 NOON

(Around Flag Pole @ Mt. Bethel UMC)

67th ANNUAL OBSERVANCE
SS & Worship will be at Mt Bethel. Cookout &
recreation will be at Bethlehem Park following
worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex for help with the food items, etc. needed
for the cookout. Don’t forget to bring your lawn
chairs, tents if desired (we will have shelter use).
The UMYF would like to challenge the church
to a corn hole tournament. There will be a signup sheet posted on the bulletin board by the mail
boxes. Choose your partner and sign up. Brackets
will be made and posted prior to April 29th. This
should be a fun day of food and fellowship! If
you would like to play and need a partner,
ask a member of the UMYF.

The theme is
Pray for America - UNITY,
based upon Ephesians 4:3 which challenges us
to mobilize unified public prayer for America, "
“Making every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace."

SUMMER DAY
CAMP
JUNE 11–
AUG 24
K-8 GRADES

UMM’S SPRING BBQ
Saturday, May 5
4:00– Until (Serving from trailer @ 11:30am)
BBQ or Chicken Plate $9.00
Half BBQ/Half Chicken Plate $9.00

6:00am—6:00 pm
Our Activities Are:


Daily Devotions!

WHOLE CHICKEN or CUP OF BBQ $9
CUP OF BEANS
$5
CUP OF SLAW
$4



Group Field Trips!



Watch Movies!



Weekly Water Day!

Eat in or take out. Plates include choice of meat with
slaw, beans, pickle and roll. Please support your UMM’s
group and enjoy great food, too.



Fun Crafts and Games!

And most importantly,

TO HAVE FUN!
1st Registration is FREE!!! Contact
Kathy Travis for registration forms.
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SAVE THE DATE — UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …
MAY
Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer-Community Service around flag pole at Mt. Bethel 12 Noon
Saturday, May 5 UMM BBQ 4:00PM until (serving from trailer beginning @ 11AM)
Monday, May 7 JOY Meeting 10:30AM
Tuesday, May 8 CDC Teacher Appreciation Day
Worship Committee 7:00PM
Thursday, May 10 CDC Meeting 6:30PM
Friday, May 11 UMW sponsored “Garden Party” 6:30PM
Sunday, May 13 Mother’s Day Worship 10:00AM
Tuesday, May 15 VOW Meeting 7:00PM
Sunday, May 20 Heritage/Graduate Recognition Sunday
GKC 11:30AM
Bethlehem Community Sing @ Promised Land Ministries 6PM
Monday, May 27 Memorial Day Observance Sunday
Monday, May 28 Memorial Day Church Office closed
Monday, May 28 Alexander Missional Network Meeting 6:30PM

JUNE
Sunday, June 3 Administrative Council Meeting 7:00PM
Monday, June 5 JOY Group 10:30AM
Tuesday, June 5 CDC Preschool Graduation 6:30PM
Friday, June 8 Last Day of School
Sunday, June 10 End of School Year Party 12-4PM (location TBA)
Monday, June 11 Summer Day Camp begins
Tuesday, June 12 Worship Committee 7:00PM
Thursday, June 14 CDC Meeting 6:30PM
Friday-Saturday, June 15-16 UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat @ Lake Junaluska
Sunday, June 17 Father’s Day Worship 10:00AM
Monday, June 18 UMM sponsored American Red Cross Bloodmobile 3:00-7:30PM
Tuesday, June 19 VOW Committee Meeting 7:00PM
Thursday-Sunday 6/21—6/24 WNC Annual Conference @ Lake Junaluska
Sunday, June 24 Conference Sunday with Gideon Speaker and Offering

PRAYER LIST

“Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God”

IIl Health—Cort Hollar, Phyllis Miller, Michele Rodriquez, Gary Woods, Carolyn Sell, Angela Wise’s father, Zoe Ferguson, Larry Bolick, Wes Starnes, Bob & Helen Steele, Carolyn Bolick, Barry & Holly Whitesides, Shannon Bolick,
Lori Lewis, Diane Fox, Michele Kish
Home Members—Mae Eckard, Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon, Allene Starnes, Susan Sigmon
Cancer—Christin Gates, Ken Mays, Judy Rairdon, Marshall Rudisill, Barbara Faulk, Jillian Woodring, Beth Wheeling,
Abi Mecimore, Doug Stone, David Shugart, Kevin Fox, Clay Wells, Bill Hefner (Jerry Hefner’s brother), Eddie Warren,
David Packett, Roger Johnson, Tonya Teague
General Concern—Becky, Lexie & Jackson Ward, Lori Love, Steve Joyce, Rachel, Chris Starnes, Parkland, Florida
School Shootings
Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller, Blaze Carswell, Colonel Neil Khatod, Jordan Hill
Surgery & Recovery— Michael McKinney (Rachel Beard’s father), Sandy Fox (open
heart surgery), Janie Crompton (Mary Bowman’s sister)
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APRIL
BIRTHDAYS

1
2
6
7
8
9
11
12
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
28

Deanna Kanupp
Brian Sigmon, Wesley Starnes, Steven Grindstaff
Talmage Bowman, Glenda Kanupp, Karen Johnson
Connie Blackburn, Erin Little, Rosemary Johnson
Adam Starnes
Reggie Davis, Jr.
Rhonda Reinhardt, Gerald Williamson
Marcella Wood, Cherrie Lattimore
Patsy Moretz, Darlene Fox
Dennis Eckard
Martha Nell Bowman, Cheryl Lytton
Lindsey Teague
Cote Moretz
Wendy Moretz, Dave Privette
Emily Haas
Katie Vaughn, Kayla Privette
Jane Moretz, Janet Spencer, Donnie Teague
Derriann Powell
Zachary Starnes, Patrick Bass
Chase Bostian

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
6
8
10
29

Victor & Sharon Starnes
Michael & Lisa Little
Jim & Christa Griffin
Chris & Jane Bolick

From the

LENTEN RENEWAL
SERVICE OFFERINGS

there was $670.08 given to the
Bethlehem Ministerial Association
to assist those in need
in our community.

AMERICAN
RED CROSS
BLOODMOBILE
Sponsored by the UMM

March 19, 2018
**The Administrative Council
voted for
Lawn Care
to be provided by an
independent lawn care company.
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14 PINTS COLLECTED
Thanks for the gift of life!!!

Next Blood Drive: June 18
3:00-7:30PM
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Mt. Bethel United
Methodist Church
“Our Mission Statement”
“The mission of Mt Bethel United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming
the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor. We
believe that the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love. Together, we seek
to be the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by living our daily lives in light of our
relationship with God.”
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