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The next generation of change
Nafy is 7 years old, loves the color
blue, playing with dolls and riding a
bike. She lives with her mother and
hopes to one day become a lawyer.
Youssouf is a preschooler with a
brother and sister, and has never
met a toy he didn’t like.

Adventure and GO’s sponsorship
director. “Kids are more curious,
they seek attention and
encouragement. So the Christian
teachers, our child sponsors,
members of our churches’ Travel
Teams all help with this.”

Both children attend Bethesda, a
private Christian school in Kaffrine,
Senegal. Their families can afford
the school thanks to the child
sponsorship program through GO on
the Mission, a ministry partner of
Mountain View and Adventure of
Faith churches.

A few miles from Bethesda School
are Sorokogne (pop: 2,000) and
Diaglé (pop: 600), sister villages to
Adventure and Mountain View
respectively. These are longestablished communities of the
Wolof People. Each village has a
public elementary school, which is
pretty much the only option for kids
since no school bus yet travels the
short distance to and from Bethesda.

The future for Nafy, Youssouf and
others in private Christian schools
across Senegal looks promising. The
academic caliber, consistency and
religious training that students
experience are shaping the next
generation of parents and leaders.
“When we started focusing on the
children in Senegal, doors started
opening,” says Debbie Jones, team
leader for the Senegal ministry at

Mountain View and Adventure help
each village with books and supplies,
making school possible for the kids.
“The local leaders and families are so
grateful,” says Debbie. “It’s
strengthening our bonds with the
residents there. And the children
know and will remember this.”

“Sponsorship is a way to introduce
a child to Christ. It’s a privilege
to help.”
Russ Key, GO sponsor for five years
Adventure of Faith

“The education of a generation is
crucial. I like that child
sponsorship is tied to education.”
MaryLou Davenport, new GO sponsor
Mountain View
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Education is a right for
all children
“Members of Mountain View’s
Senegal15 Travel Team were often
asked in the villages to pray for
peace, financial security and brighter
futures,” says Kristin Serniotti,
children’s ministries director at
Mountain View. She made her first
trip to Senegal this year. “We’re
6,000 miles and a culture apart, yet
we share many of the same desires
for our kids and families.”
A priority desire is education,
according to Adventure’s Debbie
Jones. “In all my trips to Senegal, I
notice every family wants their child
to go to school. They all dream of it,
even if they can’t have it. Families
there consider it a privilege to go
to school, a ticket to a better life.”

Bring them hope
Studies are showing that sponsored
children in developing parts of the
world, like West Africa, do better as
they move through school and as
adults. And their views expand
regarding what they can achieve in
life. This is the power of hope.
When you sponsor a child in Senegal,
you do more than just fund a
ministry. You gain the privilege of
deeply and intentionally connecting
with a young person who might not
otherwise have that encouragement.
For $35 a month, you can help
provide a student like Nafy or
Youssouf with everything they need
to attend Bethesda School—a
uniform, books, supplies, a daily
meal and tuition.
Adventure of Faith Church
4705 Jackson Ave SE
Port Orchard, Washington 98366
360-876-0061 www.faithadventure.com

And private
Christian
schools, like
Bethesda,
are earning
prestige
throughout
the country,
Debbie
points out.
“The success rate for students to
pass from one grade to the next
is about 95%, versus 40% in public
schools.”
Bethesda’s plan is to add a grade
level each year (currently: pre-K to
3rd grade). That means more and
more kids hearing about Christ and
receiving a better education.

This sign is
seen by all
who attend,
visit, work at
or pass by
Bethesda
School in
Kaffrine,
Senegal.
More than a
sign, it’s a
commitment.

“So it‘s expected that the local
impoverished community of Kaffrine
will start to prosper once these
children are older and if they stay
or return to the area,” says
Debbie. “It’s the hope for this
next generation.”
Jangelma (Wolof for: teach me)

You can send letters, photos and
small gift packs to your sponsored
child. You can pray for your child.
And up to twice a year, you’ll receive
a school report and, very likely, a
letter from your student.
Periodically, GO on the Mission helps
arrange trips to Senegal for
sponsors. You’ll travel with an
experienced team and have the joy
of spending time with your child.
(Next trip: February 19 – 26, 2016;
visit www.goonthemission.com,
call 360-692-2231 or email
info@goonthemission.com.)
Child sponsorship is a chance to
make a difference in young lives. For
additional ways to join this vital
ministry to Senegalese families, visit:
www.mtvpc.org/missions/senegalconnection and click on the
link under Join Us.

“This is how I help from here at
home, plus I love children and
the joy of learning.”
Vicky Hardt, sponsorship coordinator at
Mountain View
FOR MORE CHILD SPONSORSHIP INFO
Adventure of Faith
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