
 

Calendar of  Events 
  
 1  New Year Begins for Deacons and Other   
       Positions 
 
 3  Labor Day Holiday - Church Office Closed 
    
 5  Preschoolers’ and Children’s Music and Missions  

       Programs Begin - 5:50 P.M. 

   Wednesday ESOL Begins - 5:50 P.M. 

   Sanctuary Choir Begins - 7:05 P.M. 
 
 6  Thursday ESOL Begins - 9:00 A.M. 
    
9-16  Week of Prayer for State Missions 
    
 9  Donut Fellowship 

   Clarion Sounds Rehearsal - 4:30 P.M. 

   Manhood Restored Study Begins - 4:30 P.M. 

   Anxious for Nothing Study Begins - 6:00 P.M. 
    
 10  Beautiful Hats - Mr. Gatti’s - 11:30 A.M. 

   Golden Tones Rehearsals Resume - 1:30 P.M. 

   Beautiful Hats - Home of Janice Parris -  

        6:30 P.M. 

   Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M. 

   Orchestra Rehearsals Resume - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 11  WMU Facilitators - 9:30 A.M. 
 
 12  Suzanne Bachelor, Guest Speaker - 6:00 P.M. 
 
 13  Keep in Touch Luncheon - 11:30 A.M. 
 
 15  Boy Scout Troop 11 Rummage Sale - 8:00 A.M. 
 
 16  Ordinance of Baptism - 9:30 A.M. 
   Cookie Fellowship - 10:30 A.M. 
 
 18  What Matters Most Study Begins - 9:30 A.M. 
 
 20  Prayer Shawl Ministry - 11:00 A.M. 
 
 23  Missions Council Luncheon - 12:00 P.M. 
 
 26  Youth on Mission to Brown Roof - 4:45 P.M. 
 
 27  Hearts and Hands at Scrapbook Creations - 
        11:00 A.M. 
 
 29  ESOL Picnic at Cleveland Park - 4:00 P.M. 
   Preschooler/Children and Family Cookout -  
        5:30 P.M.  
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     through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.   
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ  
     through missions and ministry involvement.   
We Share God’s grace through genuine, loving  
     fellowship and discipleship. 

Fall Bible Studies  

Beginning in September 

 
Anxious for Nothing (All Adults) * 

Sunday, September 9 
6:00 P.M. Youth Room 

Contact Jack Dodds 
Max Lucado explores God’s treatment plan 
for anxiety as found in Philippians 4:4-8.  
Worry does not have to dominate your life; 
you can experience God’s peace and                             
discover a life of calm.  This five-session 
study will prescribe tools for combating              
apprehension.  

 
 

Manhood Restored (Men) *                                   
Organizational/Interest Meeting 

Sunday, September 9 
4:30 P.M. Fellowship Hall 

Contact Pastor Steven’s Office 
Eric Mason, author, asserts that the decay  
of society can be directly traced to the                           
brokenness of men today.  He relies on 
scripture to clarify God’s purpose for men 
in Jesus and guide them to develop better 
relationships.                     

 
 

What Matters Most *                                             
by Karen Ehman (Women) 

Tuesday, September 18 
9:30 A.M. Youth Room 

Contact Flonnie Shaw 
Karen Ehman examines Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians, in which Paul claims that 
we can discover contentment and joy in 
life by prioritizing what matters most—
Christ. This seven-week study will                    
deepen your relationship with Jesus, turn 
your worries into worship, and develop 
tools for navigating relational conflict. 

 

 
*Cost for Each Bible Study 

$10 for the Guide 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

mside missions 
 

Letting the Shepherd Lead 
      
 
This morning I sat in the room with some very excited                      
workers preparing to begin our Good News Club at Pine 
Street Elementary School.  As the team divided up the                      
responsibilities and helped me understand how the club 
works, I began to think about how long I have been at                      
Morningside and how I am just now able to volunteer with 
one  of our missions partners.  There is no guarantee that I 
will make it to every club meeting or even that I will be                   
effective, but I am certain that God is pleased when we take 
the time to serve Him by serving others.   
 
I wonder: do you have the opportunity to volunteer with one 
of our partners or in one or more of our church ministries?  
Maybe you are like me. You pray for our  partners and                  
ministries and give financially to the church so that we can 
bless their ministry, but you have not yet taken the time to 
volunteer to share Christ's love.  
  
Ephesians 5:15-16 tells us to "look carefully how you walk, 
not as unwise, but as wise, making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil."  This verse is encouraging us not 
to delay in those good things that we sense the Lord is calling 
us to do. We must be careful, and we must be wise; however, 
we should always consider how we use our limited time to 
the fullest for God's glory. 
  
Recently I waded through some old notes and other items that 
I had kept from a decade or so ago.  I found a note my mother 
had written to me during my first weeks of college. As I read 
it, I teared up as a page of stamps fell from the card. My 
mother had written something to this effect - "Here are some 
stamps, in case you want to write someone." Of course, she 
was that “someone.”  The unused stamps were an indication 
that I had not redeemed the opportunity to place them on 
notes to my mother.  Likewise, I had not redeemed those              
college moments by using that time for something good. 
 
Knowing what I know now, I wish I had used every stamp to 
share my life at college with my mother. The cruelty of time 
has taken that joy from us both.    
 
Redeem the time friends! Use the time God has given to you 
wisely! Do not delay in doing the good things the Lord calls 
you to do! 
 
Pastor Steven 

 

SEPTEMBER MISSION                       
PROJECT - Socks in a Box  

One item homeless men and women cannot get 
at thrift stores is socks.  With the cooler temps 
headed our way, we will collect men’s and 
women’s socks of all kinds to donate to                

Miracle Hill Ministries, one of our missions partners here in 
Spartanburg. You may place your socks in the box located in 
the hallway leading to the Welcome Center.                                              

We want to invite all of our volunteers who are part of this 
special ministry to a covered-dish luncheon in our Fellowship 
Hall.  The church will provide the chicken and beverages, and 
we ask each volunteer to bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
Please contact Darolyn Barbee at 542-8738 if you plan to  
attend, and let her know what food you will bring.  If you 
would like to know more about this ministry, please join us  
as our guest for the luncheon.  We need volunteers who would 
like to receive a blessing from visiting and keeping in touch 
with those members who are unable to attend church.  

 
MISSIONS COUNCIL LUNCHEON  

Sunday, September 23   12:00 P.M. 
The Missions Council will meet in the Youth 
Room for a luncheon and discussion of our                      
missions focus for the coming year.  If you have 

any input for this group, please share your ideas with those 
who will serve on our 2018 - 2019 Council: Brian Alexander, 
Linda Alverson, Matthew Byars, Jerry Carroll, Edna Ellison, 
Cathy Godfrey, and Lin Lathan Hall.  Jack Dodds is the Staff 
Representative. Please pray that the Lord will lead us as we 
plan for our future missions involvement.    

KEEP IN TOUCH LUNCHEON 
Thursday, September 13        11:30 A.M. 

Week of Prayer for State Missions 
September 9-16 

 

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with                          
thanksgiving.  At the same time, pray also for us, that God may 

open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ...  
Colossians 4:2-3a 

Paul’s words to the Colossians also apply to Baptists in  our 
state.  Suzanne Bachelor, with the Baptist Collegiate                   
Ministries, will be our guest speaker Wednesday,                      
September 12 at 6:00 P.M.  She will share ways in which 
churches can minister to students in area colleges.  
The Janie Chapman Offering, received during the month   of 
September, is designated for state missions, missions                    
education, and Great Commission living.  Please pray about 
the financial contribution your family will make to spread the 
gospel to others in our state. 

Ordinance of  
Baptism 
Sunday,  

September 16 
9:30 A.M. 

If you are considering               
making a profession of faith 
and/or becoming a member of Morningside, we would like  
to include you in the ordinance of Baptism this month.                          
Contact Pastor Steven’s office. 

World Communion Day 
Observance of  the Lord’s Supper 

 

Sunday, October 7  
9:30 A.M. 

Hearts and Hands  
Thursday, September 27      
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  

The group will meet at Scrapbook Creations 
(3087 East Main Street Ext.)  The group will participate in 
“Card Salad,” prepared by Kimberly Hellams, who provides 
the stamps, inks, die cuts, and other materials necessary to 
create twelve different cards.  The cost is $10. We hope to 
prepare many cards for the craft bazaar in October.  Contact 
Janis Haynes for more information. 



mside kids  
 

mside music  
 

mside youth 
 

mside family  
 

        9th Annual Bazaar of Hope 
  Men’s Tool Yard Sale 

             Saturday, October 13 
Our bazaar is only weeks away, so do not  
delay! Get those craft projects completed or                                
plan your baking for this year’s annual                                             
fundraiser.  We appreciate your generous  
support in the past and look forward to                     
seeing your creativity! If you have never               
donated items before or if you have never                  
attended this event, NOW is the time to                        
join us. Invite others! Watch for more details 
about the men’s yard sale in upcoming                      
Worship Guides. For questions and                               
inspiration, call Gail Medlin at 599-7240                        
or e-mail her at ggmedlin@wildblue.net.   

Boy Scout Troop 11  
Vendor Market and Rummage Sale 

Saturday, September 15 
8:00 A.M. - Noon 

Do you have a lot of “yard sale” items taking up space at 
your house?  Would you like to get rid of them?  
Options:   - Rent a spot for $20 and sell your items! 
    - Donate your items to the Scouts!  
    - Come purchase items at great prices! 
Proceeds will fund Scouting activities.  Fliers with all 
the details are located throughout the church. Be sure to 
invite friends and neighbors to participate.  Support our 
Boy Scout troop in this community event!  

 

Youth on Mission  
Wednesday, September 26 

4:45 - 7:30 P.M. 
We will meet at Brown Roof 
Thrift Store at Hillcrest.  
Transportation back to the church will be provided. 
Bring money for your supper. 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Young Men’s Retreat 
Grades 6-12 
October 5-6 

 
Xtreme Winter                       

Conference 
December 31 - January 2 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee 

Thrive Bible Study 
Begins Wednesday, 

September 5  6:00 P.M. 
Faith/Works, by Matt Chandler, takes 
a closer look at the book of James.  

A snack supper will be provided. 

Cookout for Families 
of Preschoolers and Children  

Saturday, September 29 
5:30 P.M. 

Families will meet for a meal, loads of fun, 
and a hayride at the home of Rick and  
Debby Byars (671 Whitestone Road). 

WHITHER MUSIC? 
Most of us have seen a popular commercial series on television that                  
advertises insurance coverage and ends with the snappy jingle, “We are 
(insert company name), bom-ba-dom-bom-bom-bom-bom.” It’s catchy. 
We remember it. And, we sometimes sing it when we hear the name of 
that insurance company.  The jingle has done its job.  
When we awaken each day, while we drive around our community, as we 
shop for groceries, we are exposed to music.  Why?  Because music is 
powerful. It gets our attention.  It “gets in our heads.” And, when we 
come to worship our Lord, we hear…wait for it…music. Why? Because 
music is powerful.  It gets our attention.  It “gets in our heads”…our 
minds…our hearts.  Music is a gift from God. Let’s examine some of the 
ways that music and worship are so inexorably intertwined.   
Music Teaches us the Word - Songs of faith help us burn the Word into 
our hearts and minds. How many of us learned the books of the Bible by 
singing them to a simple melody? Songs help us remember scripture and 
the very foundations of our faith. They help make our faith memorable. 
Before we hear scripture read or preached, we have already sung praises 
to our Lord, preparing our minds to accept the Word.   
Music can connect us to God in special ways - Something special                 
happens to us when we sing. Many of us can’t resist singing in the shower 
or when we’re alone in our car. It gives us joy. It’s an expression like no 
other. Again, it is a gift from God. When we sing, we connect to                      
something bigger than ourselves, especially when we sing as part of   
worship in a group, a fellowship, or a congregation. The psalmist wrote, 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands” (Psalm 100). When we 
“make a joyful noise” through music, our hearts are connected to God  
and to each other, leading us to deeper worship.   
Music is Good for Our Souls - We often hear musicians say that they 
had been feeling tired, worn-down, or unwell, but that after they attended 
choir or orchestra practice or some other musical event, they felt better 
afterwards. Making music helps us to breathe deeply, posture ourselves 
correctly, thrust off the cares of the day, and focus on something other 
than ourselves or our problems. Music rejuvenates and renews the soul.    
Music Ministers to Us - Music touches not only the “music maker,” but 
also the “music hearer.” It can reach deep into our soul, touch our hearts, 
and fill us. Often, music can touch when nothing else can.  It can bring 
joy that we may have thought was long lost. Even dementia patients often 
join in singing an old, familiar hymn when they may not even remember 
their family members’ names or their own name.   
Morningside has a rich tradition of worshiping God through music.  We 
invite you to join in that tradition by becoming a part of a choir (or two), 
hand-bells, or our orchestra. The psalmist writes, “Shout for joy to the 
Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the 
Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets 
and the blast of the ram’s horn – shout for joy before the Lord, the 
King” (Psalm 98: 4-6).  Has God used music in worship to touch your 
heart and life in a special way?  I’d love to hear about it!  Even better, I’d 
love to hear you share the gift of music in worship!! 
 
Robert Mitchell, Worship & Music Director 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Morningside Website 
 

Our monthly newsletter,                    
The Messenger, and our weekly 

worship guide can be found on our 
website at www.msidechurch.org 

under the Publications tab.  
WiFi Guest Password:  Morningside  

 

 

MORNINGSIDE THE MESSENGER 
(USPS 363-420) is published monthly by the Morningside Baptist 
Church. Periodical postage paid at Spartanburg, SC. Postmaster, 
send address changes to  The Morningside Messenger 
   897 South Pine Street 
   Spartanburg, SC 29302 

Morningside Baptist Church Staff 
 

Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3) ................................. sowensby@msidechurch.org 
 

Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ......................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org 
 
Freida Cole, Children’s Minister (Ext. 4) ....................................... fcole@msidechurch.org 
 

Robert Mitchell, Worship Director (Ext. 5) ............................. rmitchell@msidechurch.org 
 
Steve Kibbe, Youth Director (Ext. 8) ........................................... skibbe@msidechurch.org 
 
John Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) ............................................ jkelly@msidechurch.org 
 
Robin Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) .......................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org 
 

Linda Alverson, Membership Ministry Assistant (Ext. 1)....... lalverson@msidechurch.org 
 

Kathy Green, Communications Ministry Assistant (Ext. 2) ........ kgreen@msidechurch.org 
 

Debbie Bishop, Weekday Preschool Director ........................... dbishop@msidechurch.org 
 

Paula Joye, Organist .................................................................................. pjoye@juno.com 
 

Gail Medlin, Pianist ........................................................................ ggmedlin@wildblue.net 

Congratulations to  
 

… Joe Rives and Janice Parris who were married on                   
August 2. 

Join Us Each Sunday Morning 
Worship:  9:30 A.M. Bible Study:  10:45 A.M. 

 
Prayer Room 

Our Prayer Room, located in the Welcome Center,                       
is open Mondays through Thursdays during regular        
office hours, as well as on Sundays and Wednesdays  

before and after worship services. 

Ministers on Call This Month 
 

Fridays Steven Owensby 590-7985 

September 1-2 Jack Dodds 590-8951 

September 8-9 Freida Cole 884-4793 

September 14-16 Steven Owensby 590-7985 

September 22-23 Jack Dodds 590-8951 

September 29-30 Freida Cole 884-4793 

Thank You Notes for Your Love, Prayers,  
Concern, and Support Received from 

 

Rev. Dick and Elizabeth Peters 
Mobile Meals 

St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic 

Seeking, Serving, Sharing 

897 South Pine Street 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302 

 
Office: (864) 585-5457   Fax: (864) 585-6217 

Weekday Preschool:  (864) 585-5424 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  
Previous Sunday’s Service at 11:00 A.M. 

WQUL 95.9 FM or 1510 AM 

Sympathy Extended to 
 

… Ronnie and Penny Melton and family in the death of              
Ronnie’s nephew, Kyle Melton, on July 29 in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina. 
… Billy and Debbie Bridgeman and family in the death of 
Billy’s mother, June Pierce Bridgeman, on July 31 in                       
Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
… Family and friends of Helen Parsons, who died August 3 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
… Susan Hardison and family in the death of her cousin, 
Larry Timothy Pait, on August 3 in Ayden, North Carolina. 
… Jason Avakian and family in the death of Jason’s father, 
Richard Avakian, on August 8 in Spartanburg, South                      
Carolina. 
… Marty and Janice Doyle and family in the death of 
Janice’s sister, Helen Lawson Soderberg, on August 21 in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
… Family and friends of Betty Wood, who died on August 26 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


