The Messenger
The Monthly Newsletter of
Morningside Baptist Church
Spartanburg, SC

Morningside Baptist Church
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through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ
through missions and ministry involvement.
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Calendar of Events
1

Patriotic Service - 9:30 A.M.
Summer Nights Youth Event - Church
and Home of Luis and Ellie Baquiran
5:30 P.M.

2

Beautiful Hat Group - Home of Janice
Parris - 6:30 P.M.

4

Independence Day - Church Office
Closed and No Evening Activities

8-14
SAVE THE DATE!!

9

Mission Trip to Nichols, SC
Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M.

Joy Holden in Concert
at Morningside

12

ESOL Prayer, Praise, and Planning
Luncheon - 12:00 P.M.

Wednesday, July 18
6:00 P.M.

15

Summer Nights Youth Event - Church
and Home of Mike and Katherine
Jones - 5:30 P.M.

Sanctuary

Joy Holden is described as
having a “fresh, modern sound
in Christian contemporary
music with roots in Southern
Gospel,” and a vocal style that
is “edgy, yet pure, rich and soulful.” Her music inspires
through both tuneful songs and lyrics.
Joy grew up in the Boiling Springs community. She has a
strong Christian faith and feels a strong calling to share that
faith through song. Joy’s belief is that, “God wants me to
help the broken-hearted through music. I had a vision from
God and new music was poured over me. It was a gift, a
re-birth in me spiritually, physically and musically.”
Joy’s contemporary Christian Gospel album, As Long As
You Breathe, was released by MCR Music in December
2017. For more information about Joy and to sample her
music, visit her web site: www.joyholden.com.
Please do not miss this wonderful opportunity to hear
Joy— live and in person—in the Church Sanctuary at
Morningside. And be sure to join us following the concert
for ice cream in the Fellowship Hall!

16-20

CentriKid Camp - 12:30 P.M.

18

Joy Holden in Concert and Ice Cream
Fellowship - 6:00 P.M.

19

Prayer Shawl Ministry - 11:00 A.M.

22

One Great Day of Missions
Assignment Meeting - 4:00 P.M.

25

Summer Nights Youth Event - Church
and Home of Jerry and Veronica
Carroll - 5:30 P.M.
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - 7:05 P.M.

26

One Great Day of Missions - 9:00 A.M.
TOTAL Ministries Food Pantry
Preparation - 1:00 P.M.

27

TOTAL Ministries Food Pantry
Distribution - 8:00 A.M.

29

Observance of the Lord’s Supper -

Letting the Shepherd Lead
Last month I was away for two weeks - one for the Southern
Baptist Convention and the other for Mfuge with our youth.
While away, I had two specific, convicting realizations. I came
to realize the need to practice more urgency and intentionality
in my witness.
Sharing our faith should be an activity that occurs with
urgency. Not only do we not know when Jesus will return, but
we also do not know how long making a disciple will take.
Further, the task is great and growing larger every year. While
at Mfuge, I was assigned to the Beach Evangelism group. I
recognized quickly that we only had a few hours to share, that
we had a sea of people to reach, and that about half of those
we talked with were open about their rejection of Christ. These
restraints only served to heighten the urgency with which I
wanted to share the gospel with them.
In sowing the seed in such a rapid fashion, I had to trust
that the Holy Spirit would keep his promise to bring about faith
in those who would hear as the gospel was proclaimed
(Romans 10:17). This led me to a convicting question:
Shouldn't my urgency at home be as great as it was on the
beach? I still have a limited time, a great task, and an indefinite
answer about how long making a disciple will take.
A week earlier, the Disciple-Making Task Force report at
the SBC annual meeting shared that in the past twenty years,
SBC churches have baptized over seven million people. The
report also found that average church attendance during that
time stayed the same. This means that SBC churches baptized
but did not keep seven million people involved in God's work
through His church. Our urgency to share the gospel should
not end when someone passes through the waters of baptism.
We must still help and guide them to take their next steps to
follow Christ.
Urgency to make disciples goes hand-in-hand with
intentionality. During Mfuge, I had a sense that my mission
was clear. I knew where I would go, that I would share, and
that I would do so with boldness. The clarity of my mission
added to my intentionality. Too often at home, I share the
gospel accidentally. I am not sure when I go to the store or
other places that I will have the opportunity to share the gospel.
But let's be clear - as Christians we are supposed to share
"as we are going" (Matthew 28:19). To do so, we must find
simple ways to begin gospel conversations so that we can be
intentional in sharing our faith. Ask how you can pray for
someone. Share your favorite thought from Sunday School or
the morning message with others. Simply go out of your way
to greet those in your path. All the while, look with boldness
to extend these beginnings into conversations that help people
take their next step towards Christ.
Once people are believers, this work does not end. The
SBC report also stated that some churches kept the newly
baptized involved by seeking to engage each member in
personal Bible studies, like Sunday School. The Great
Commission tells us to teach believers everything Jesus has
commanded us. What better way for those of us in church to
have a clear next step for our fellow believers than to get them
involved in a personal Bible study!
Friends, let me encourage you to urgently and intentionally
share the love of Christ with everyone you meet by helping
them know and take their next steps to follow Christ! Make it
a habit to find ways to begin a gospel conversation and to
encourage people to join a personal Bible Study.
Pastor Steven

mside music
An Invitation to Sing

The Morningside Sanctuary Choir is in
“Summer Mode,” so NOW would be a
great time to come for rehearsals, sing
with us, and TRY OUT your seat. While
you do not have to sing on Sunday
mornings, we would sure love to have
you!! We are singing familiar songs and hymns, as well
as choir and congregational favorites through August.
Remember, there is no pressure, no pre-requisite, no
audition, and nothing to lose!! We invite you to join
us—short-term or long-term. Just come sing! Making
music through song serves the Lord and makes you feel
better – a winning combination! WE NEED YOU!
Next Rehearsal: July 25 at 7:05 P.M.

mside kids
July 16 - 20

CAMP

Gardner Webb
University

Mini Golf

Wednesday, August 1
Cost: $10
Sign up by July 29.

mside youth
We will meet at the
Church for Bible Study
at 5:30 P.M., then go
to homes for supper
and swimming
until 8:00 P.M.

• Sunday, July 1
Home of Luis and Ellie Baquiran - 623 Tillman Ct.
Roebuck
• Sunday, July 15
Home of Mike and Katherine Jones - 4749 S. Pine St.
• Wednesday, July 25
Home of Jerry and Veronica Carroll - 534 Bethesda Rd.

Spend the Day at
Lake Jocasee
Tuesday, July 31

Cost: $40
Sign up by
July 22.

mside missions
July
Mission
Project
This month, we will collect paper towels and toilet paper
for our mission project that will benefit TOTAL
Ministries. You may place your items in the tubs located
in the hallway leading to the Welcome Center.

MISSION TRIP 2018
July 8-14

Morningside will partner with Jack McCormick,
RebuildSC, and Habitat for Humanity in Nichols, SC.
Our group will frame a building to house forty beds for
future mission teams to the area. Please pray for the
team’s safety during travel and construction. Those
participating in this trip are Jan McClure, Lin Hall, Nancy
Lancaster, Rick, Debby and Matthew Byars, Jack and
Ruth Dodds, and Steve Kibbe.

Two Excellent Opportunities
for Your Entire Family to
Get Involved in Missions


Thursday, July 26
9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Get your entire family involved in our ONE GREAT
DAY OF MISSIONS, which offers you the opportunity
to show our local missions partners that we care about
the services they provide in the Spartanburg community.
The partners we will work with are Greater Spartanburg
Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Miracle Hill Ministries,
Miller Place, Mobile Meals, and TOTAL Ministries.

TOTAL Ministries Mobile Food Pantry



Prayer, Praise, and Planning Luncheon

Thursday, July 12
12:00 P.M.
Youth Room
Anyone who may be interested in becoming a part of the
ESOL Ministry Team at Morningside is invited to a
luncheon to discuss plans for the coming year. You do not
need to be a teacher to work with this ministry; you will
receive training. Child care workers for Thursday
mornings are also needed. Please contact Ann Ellis
(576-8049) by July 5 for additional information and to
sign up for the meal.

Mark Your August Calendar
Ladies Luncheon

Saturday, August 18
11:00 A.M. Fellowship Hall
Protect Your Health and Your
Life with Life Line Screening
Tuesday, August 21
Kickoff Event
for All Fall Activities
Wednesday, August 29
6:00 P.M.

ONE GREAT DAY OF MISSIONS

Thursday - Friday, July 26 - 27
We need numerous members of Morningside to help
prepare and hand out bags of food to Spartanburg
residents who come to Morningside on Friday morning.
Please pray about your family's participation in greeting
others as they drive through our parking lot to receive the
groceries. Below is a list of the opportunities where you
can serve.
• Thursday, July 26
1:00 - 5:00 P.M.
We need men, women, and youth to set up tables in
the Fellowship Hall, unload boxes of food from a
truck, and fill bags with groceries for those less
fortunate in Spartanburg.

•

Friday, July 27
8:00 - 11:30 A.M.
We need your family (children, youth, and adults)
to hand out the bags of groceries to those who drive
through our parking lot.

Sign-up sheets are in your Sunday School
classroom and in the Welcome Center.

Annual Bazaar of Hope
Saturday, October 13

It’s not too early to start crafting or planning
what you might create or bake for this year’s
bazaar. We appreciate your generous
support in the past and would like to encourage
you to prepare craft items or baked goods to
sell this year, too. If you have never donated
items before, now is the time to join us.
For questions and inspiration, call Gail
Medlin at 599-7240 or e-mail her at
ggmedlin@wildblue.net.
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Seeking, Serving, Sharing
897 South Pine Street
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302
Office: (864) 585-5457 |
Fax: (864) 585-6217
Weekday Preschool: (864) 585-5424
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Previous Sunday’s Service at 11:00 A.M.
WQUL 95.9 FM or 1510 AM
Join Us Each Sunday Morning
Worship: 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study: 10:45 A.M.
Prayer Room
Our Prayer Room, located in the Welcome Center,
is open Mondays through Thursdays during regular
office hours, as well as on Sundays and Wednesdays
before and after worship services.

Thank You Notes for Your Love, Prayers,
Concern, and Support Received from
Gene and Ann Ellis
Jack and Sharon Fields McCormick
David and Charlene Smith

Ministers on Call This Month
Fridays
July 7-8
July 13-15
July 21
July 22
July 28-29

Morningside Baptist Church Staff
Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3)................................. sowensby@msidechurch.org
Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ......................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org
Freida Cole, Children’s Minister (Ext. 4) ....................................... fcole@msidechurch.org
Robert Mitchell, Worship Director (Ext. 5) ............................. rmitchell@msidechurch.org
Steve Kibbe, Youth Director (Ext. 8) ...........................................skibbe@msidechurch.org
John Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) ............................................ jkelly@msidechurch.org
Robin Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) .......................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org
Linda Alverson, Membership Ministry Assistant (Ext. 1)....... lalverson@msidechurch.org
Kathy Green, Communications Ministry Assistant (Ext. 2) ........ kgreen@msidechurch.org
Debbie Bishop, Weekday Preschool Director ........................... dbishop@msidechurch.org
Paula Joye, Organist .................................................................................. pjoye@juno.com
Gail Medlin, Pianist ........................................................................ ggmedlin@wildblue.net

Steven Owensby
Freida Cole
Steven Owensby
Robert Mitchell
Jack Dodds
Freida Cole

590-7985
884-4793
590-7985
597-3966
590-8951
884-4793

Morningside Website
Our monthly newsletter,
The Messenger, and our weekly
worship guide can be found on our
website at www.msidechurch.org
under the Publications tab.
WiFi Guest Password: Morningside

