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The Messenger 
The Monthly Newsletter of  

Morningside Baptist Church 
Spartanburg, SC 

We Seek a personal, life-changing relationship with God                                                                 
     through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.   
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ  
     through missions and ministry involvement.   
We Share God’s grace through genuine, loving  
     fellowship and discipleship. 

 

4         Beautiful Hats -  Mr. Gatti’s - 11:30 A.M. 
         Beautiful Hats - Janice Parris - 6:30 P.M. 
 
6         Pump It Up! - 5:30 P.M. 
         Youth Summer Nights - 5:30 P.M. 
 
10-13         Pastor’s Conference and Southern Baptist 
              Convention - Dallas, TX 
 
10         Rev. Freida Cole Preaches - 9:30 A.M. 
 
11         Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M. 
 
13         Prayer Meeting with Dr. Edna Ellison -  
              6:00 P.M. 
          Centrikid Camp Balance Due 
          Youth Summer Nights - 5:30 P.M. 
                                        

 

   17             Father’s Day - No Evening Activities  
 
   17-23 LIFE Groups Begin This Week 
 
   18-22 Mfuge Camp for Youth at Charleston  
            Southern University 
 
   20  Prayer Meeting with Tony Shaw -                 
                  6:00 P.M. 
  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - 7:05 P.M. 
 
   21  Prayer Shawl Ministry - 11:00 A.M. 
  Senior Adult Seminar - Safety and Scams - 
            2:00 P.M. 
 
   24-27 Vacation Bible School - 5:30 - 8:30 P.M. 
 
   28  Hearts and Hands Crafters - 10:00 A.M.

When you feel alone ... Jesus rescues!  
“The Lord will hold me close.” Psalm 27:10 

 
Vacation Bible School for children  
is just around the corner at Mside,  

and it promises to be quite the adventure!   
Be sure to invite your friends!   

Church Calendar of Events 

Vacation Bible School  
 (Age 3 before 9-1-17 — Grade 5) 

 

Sunday-Wednesday  
June 24-27  

5:30 - 8:30 P.M.  
Free Supper Served at 5:30 P.M. 

 
Children will get anchored in the truth that                                

Jesus carries us through life’s storms. 
Join us in an adventure to an uncharted                 
island where kids are Rescued by Jesus!  

 
Bible Discovery  

Connect unforgettable Bible experiences to real life! 
 

Ship “Rec” Games 
Wiggle and squirm and test your skills                                                

in high-energy games!  
 

Imagination Stations 
Sing castaway songs, try acting roles,                                             

and dive into exciting science experiments! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Letting the Shepherd Lead 
      
At the Owensby household, the pool has been open for a little 
over a month and a half. For the first few weeks, the rather 
cool water remained crystal clear. Then just in the past two 
weeks or so, the water has begun to have a greenish, cloudy 
hue. Nothing in our care routine has changed, but the increase 
in temperatures, as well as different types of pollen that have 
inundated our yard have caused ordinary measures to no  
longer be enough. What has happened to our pool in recent 
days also happens to our dispositions.  Add a few days of 
eighty to ninety degree weather plus a few allergies, and we 
very   quickly get out of sorts.  
  
Just a little variation in our circumstances can initiate a great 
many other changes. Whether the change occurs in our                 
finances, job, or the weather, we must ready ourselves to face 
any season that may come our way. How can we do that?  
 
Think for a moment about what Jesus told the woman at the 
well.  In John 4:13-14, Jesus tells her, "Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to      
eternal life." Jesus' water does not have the green hue of the 
Owensby pool. His water is clean, fresh, and everlasting. No 
matter what season, his water is a spring of eternal life in us. 
We, too, must come to the well-spring of eternal life. 
  
Everyone must seek Jesus as Savior if they are to experience 
eternal life. We may come regularly to worship services,  
Sunday School, meetings, and other opportunities that allow 
us to grow and drink from the well of life. However, friends, 
we need the reminder that this living water is not for us alone.  
It is for every person in the world.   
 
LIFE Groups offer you an excellent opportunity to share the                   
living water. Invite others to come and drink from the well.  
Read the article in this month’s newsletter, or pick up a bro-
chure on LIFE Groups. Consider becoming a part of these 
important groups so that you may reach others with the                
eternal LIFE Jesus alone brings.   
 
Pastor Steven 
 

Sanctuary Choir  
The Sanctuary Choir is about to begin its summer schedule, 
so NOW would be a great time to “GIVE US A TRY!”   
We invite you to join us—short-term or long-term.  All                       
rehearsals are “open,” meaning that you can come for                       
rehearsals, sing with us on Sunday mornings, and test-drive 
your seat in the choir.  We will be singing familiar songs/
hymns, as well as choir and congregational favorites through 
August.  No pressure, no pre-requisite, and no audition!   
Singing serves the Lord and makes you feel better –                                  
a winning combination!  WE NEED YOU!! 

 
Summer Schedule:  June 20, July 25, August 29 

Regular rehearsals resume Wednesday, September 5. 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Joy Holden in Concert  

Wednesday, July 18 

6:00 P.M.  
Joy Holden, from Boiling Springs, 
S.C., is described by gospel                               
enthusiasts as a fresh modern sound 
in Christian contemporary music 
with roots in Southern Gospel and a 
vocal style that is edgy yet pure, 
rich and soulful. Her music inspires 
through both song and story.  

Joy reveals, “I believe God wants me to help the broken-
hearted through music.  I had a vision from God and new 
music was poured over me.  It was a gift, a re-birth in me 
spiritually, physically and musically."  Joy’s album, As Long 
As You Breathe, was released by MCR Music in December 
2017.  You don’t want to miss this exciting concert and the 
church-wide fellowship that follows!! 

Wednesday, June 6 
5:30 - 8:00 P.M. 

We will meet at the church.  Be sure to have all of your    
Morningside and Pump It Up permission forms completed. 
You must wear socks!  Cost: $10 due at departure 

 

mside kids  
 

CentriKid Camp 
July 16 - 20 
Gardner Webb                  

University 
 

The balance is due  
no later than  

Wednesday, June 13.  
Contact Freida Cole. 

 



 

mside missions  

MISSIONFUGE 
Camp 

Meeting for  
Youth and Parents  

 
Sunday, June 10 
During Sunday 

School  
11:00 - 11:45 A.M. 

Youth Room 

mside adults 
 

mside youth 
 

LIFE 

    L = Learning 

    I = Intentionally Growing 

    F = Fellowshipping 

    E = Evangelizing 

Beginning Week of June 17 
Tony Evans, a Christian pastor, speaker, and author defines 
spiritual growth as “...the transformation by which we                 
allow Christ to express Himself in and through us, resulting 
in a great capacity on our part to bring God greater glory 
and experience His greater good.”  
This summer’s LIFE Groups offer additional avenues for 
Morningsiders to  
 Learn about The “Acts” of a Disciple through storying 

and discussion,  
 Intentionally grow in spiritual relationship with Jesus, 

in personal relationships, and in our prayer life, 
 Fellowship in small groups at casual gatherings, 
 Evangelize by inviting friends and neighbors.    
Be sure to read additional details in the brochure located at 
entrances to the Sanctuary and in the Welcome Center. 
You may sign up in your Sunday School classrooms or in 
the Welcome Center through June 13. 

 
Safety and Scams 
A Seminar for Seniors 

Thursday, June 21 
2:00 P.M. 

ACTS Classroom 
 
     The Spartanburg Police                                 
Department has partnered with 

AARP Fraud Watch Network to present seminars for the 
aging community throughout Spartanburg. Captain Randy 
Hardy will share safety tips and educate the group about  
recent scams that target seniors for their money, personal 
information, and wellbeing. You are encouraged to invite 
friends and neighbors to attend. Be informed about how to 
protect our seniors from becoming victims. This event is  
free and open to the public.  

Looking Ahead... 
ONE GREAT DAY OF MISSIONS  

Thursday, July 26 
9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

Get your entire family involved in our ONE GREAT DAY 
OF MISSIONS, which offers you the opportunity to show 
our local missions partners that we care about the services 
they provide in the Spartanburg community. Look for the 
sign-up sheets in your Sunday School classroom and in the 
Welcome Center, beginning Sunday, June 17 (Father’s Day).  
Please begin to pray now about how you and your family 
can serve with the following partners:  Greater Spartanburg 
Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Miracle Hill Ministries, 
Miller Place, Mobile Meals, and TOTAL Ministries.   

 
TOTAL Ministries Mobile Food Pantry 
Thursday - Friday  July 26 - 27 

We need numerous members of Morningside to help prepare 
and hand out bags of food to residents in Spartanburg with 
vouchers.  Please pray about your family's participation in 
greeting others as they drive through our parking lot. 
Below is a list of the opportunities where you can serve.  
Thursday, July 26   
 We need men, women, and youth from 1:00 - 5:00 P.M. 

to set up tables in the Fellowship Hall, unload boxes of 
food from a truck, and fill bags with groceries for those 
less fortunate in Spartanburg  

Friday, July 27  

 We need your family (children, youth, and adults) from 
8:00 - 11:30 A.M. to hand out the bags of groceries to 
those who drive through our parking lot. 

June Mission Project 
We will collect snacks for the many volunteers with Habitat 
for Humanity who work onsite, building homes for area     
residents. The following individually packaged snacks will 
be collected in the tub located in the hallway leading to the 
Welcome Center: granola bars, crackers, nuts, pretzels, 
chips, cookies, and jerky (Slim Jims). Donations will be  
taken to Habitat as one of the projects we complete on ONE 
GREAT DAY OF MISSIONS. 

Join us on these special                     
Wednesday nights from               

5:30 - 8:00 P.M.  
for food, Bible Study, 

and...      
           swimming!  

  
           

   June 6      June 13 
     TBA   Home of the Emersons 
         Be sure to bring your swimming suit 
         and towel!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Morningside Website 
 
Our monthly newsletter and our weekly 
worship guide can be found on our 
website at www.msidechurch.org under 
the Publications tab.   
 

 

MORNINGSIDE THE MESSENGER 
(USPS 363-420) is published monthly by the Morningside Baptist 
Church. Periodical postage paid at Spartanburg, SC. Postmaster, 
send address changes to  The Morningside Messenger 
   897 South Pine Street 
   Spartanburg, SC 29302 

Morningside Baptist Church Staff 
 

Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3) ................................. sowensby@msidechurch.org 
 

Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ......................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org 
 
Freida Cole, Children’s Minister (Ext. 4) ....................................... fcole@msidechurch.org 
 

Robert Mitchell, Worship Director (Ext. 5) ............................. rmitchell@msidechurch.org 
 
Steve Kibbe, Youth Director (Ext. 8) ........................................... skibbe@msidechurch.org 
 
John Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) ............................................ jkelly@msidechurch.org 
 
Robin Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) .......................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org 
 

Linda Alverson, Membership Ministry Assistant (Ext. 1)....... lalverson@msidechurch.org 
 

Kathy Green, Communications Ministry Assistant (Ext. 2) ........ kgreen@msidechurch.org 
 

Debbie Bishop, Weekday Preschool Director ........................... dbishop@msidechurch.org 
 

Paula Joye, Organist ........................................................................... paulajoye@juno.com 
 

Gail Medlin, Pianist ........................................................................ ggmedlin@wildblue.net 

Sympathy Extended to  
 

… Becky Watson, Sam Watson, and families the death of  
their aunt, Margie Kurkis, on April 22 in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. 

… Janice Parris and Erin Page and families in the death of 
Steve Parris on April 28 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

… Bobbie and Wendy Gibson and family in the death of                 
Bobbie’s mother, Bonnie Kallio, on May 19 in Pacolet Mills, 
South Carolina. 

… Henry and Phyllis Fagen in the death of Henry’s sister, 
Marylyn Knox, on May 6 in Texas. 

Ministers on Call This Month 
  

June 1, 3 Jack Dodds 590-8951 

June 2 Steven Owensby 590-7985 

June 8 Robert Mitchell 597-3966 

June 9-10 Freida Cole 884-4793 

June 15-16 Steve Kibbe 494-1472 

June 17 Robert Mitchell 597-3966 

June 22-24, 29 Steven Owensby 590-7985 

June 30 - July 1 Jack Dodds 590-8951  

Thank You Notes for Your Love, Prayers,  
Concern, and Support Received from 

Jim and Darolyn Barbee     

Diann Higgins Easler     

Joe and Neeley Higgins and Family 

Amanda Wolfe        

Rita Wood          

S.P.I.H.N. 

Seeking, Serving, Sharing 

897 South Pine Street 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302 

 
Office: (864) 585-5457 | Fax: (864) 585-6217 

Weekday Preschool:  (864) 585-5424 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  
Previous Sunday’s Sermon at 10:00 A.M. 

WQUL 95.9 FM or 1510 AM 
 

Website:  www.msidechurch.org 
Check us out on Facebook. 

 
Join Us Each Sunday Morning 

Worship:  9:30 A.M. Bible Study:  10:45 A.M. 


