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The Messenger 
The Monthly Newsletter of  

Morningside Baptist Church 
Spartanburg, SC 

We Seek a personal, life-changing relationship with God                                                                 
     through prayer, engaging worship, and Bible teaching.   
We Serve others by modeling the love of Christ  
     through missions and ministry involvement.   
We Share God’s grace through genuine, loving  
     fellowship and discipleship. 

Calendar of Events 
 

1      New Year’s Day - Church Office Closed  

2     Remove Christmas Decorations - 9:00 A.M. 

7     Lord’s Supper - 9:30 A.M. 
           Spotlight on Greater Spartanburg Ministries 
     Donut Fellowship - 10:30 A.M. 
     Clarion Sounds Resumes - 4:30 P.M.  

     Missions Council - 6:00 P.M. 

 8     Beautiful Hats - 11:30 A.M., 6:00 P.M. 
      Golden Tones Resumes - 1:30 P.M.  

 10     Wednesday Night Activities Resume 
           (Prayer Meeting, ESOL, Children’s Music  
          and Missions, Youth Thrive, and Sanctuary  
          Choir) 

 14     “A Life beyond Amazing” Bible Study Begins -                      
  6:00 P.M. 

     Kidzone Remix Resumes - 6:00 P.M.  
 

  15     Youth Ski Trip to Beech Mountain - 10:30 A.M. 
      Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 P.M. 

16     “What Love Is” Bible Study Begins - 9:30 A.M 

17      Spiritual Gifts Class Begins - 6:00 P.M. 

18       Prayer Shawl Ministry - 11:00 A.M. 

 25      Hearts and Hands - 10:00 A.M. 

  29     Joy of Missions - 12:00 P.M.   

 

 

January Bible Studies 
 

A Life Beyond Amazing 
Adult Study 

Begins Sunday, January 14 
6:00 P.M. Youth Room 

 
 

Author Dr. David Jeremiah challenges you to make nine                      
important decisions that will move you past ... 
 discouraging headlines,  
 adversity in your personal life,  
 toils of daily living, and  
 limits of your day.  
Based on the Fruit of the Spirit, the ten sessions of A Life  Be-
yond Amazing promise to transform your life.   
Jodi Welch will serve as facilitator for this study. The cost is 
$10 for the book.  Sign up in your Sunday School class.  
 
 
 

What Love Is 
Women’s Study  

Begins Tuesday, January 16 
9:30 A.M. Youth Room 

 

In this seven-week study, Kelly Minter challenges believers to 
look at contrasting themes of walking in ... 

 light instead of darkness,  

 truth versus deception,  

 relationship with God more than the world, and  

 true fellowship and community rather than shallowness.  

What Love Is reveals not only the heart of John but also the 
heart of Jesus. 
Flonnie Shaw will serve as facilitator for this study.  The cost  
is $10 for the book.  Sign up in your Sunday School class.  

Designed to Serve 
Begins Wednesday, January 17 

6:00 P.M. 
New Covenant of Joy Classroom 

Plan now to attend this upcoming small group discipleship class.  We will spend five 
weeks exploring God’s design for our spiritual gifts, our passion for serving Him, and 
how He uniquely formed us to serve Him in the body of Christ.  Freida Cole will lead 
the class.  Prayer Meeting will meet as usual in the Fellowship Hall. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Letting the Shepherd Lead 
 
Last year around this time, I encouraged you to pray for three 
specific goals for 2017. The first among those was that we 
would make wise decisions that helped us to carry on a legacy 
of faithful service. I am so grateful that our staff sacrificially 
accepted extra responsibilities.  Also, after working with              
Robert Mitchell, whom we called as Worship Director this 
year, I can certainly say that God answered that prayer.  Don't 
you agree? 
  
The second goal I asked you to pray for was God's help in 
achieving the goal of having at least six people make a  
profession of faith and be baptized into our church family. I 
am overjoyed to report that we baptized eleven people last 
year!  God has answered our prayers again. 
  
The third goal I asked you to pray about was that we would 
see our Sunday morning worship attendance average 250  
people.  Currently, our average attendance is 234. We should 
certainly celebrate that 234 individuals consistently seek the 
Lord on Sundays, especially considering the passing of some 
of our senior saints. Even so, we should ask, “Why did God 
not answer our prayers for a greater worship attendance?”  
  
Paul tells us in Romans 8:26 that we do not always know how 
to pray as we ought.  James reminds us in 4:3 that we must 
ask according to God's will and not our own will. Luke 2    
balances these two ideas when we see that Simeon's prayer to 
see the Messiah was not immediately answered.  Regardless, 
he continued praying. We can synthesize the teachings of 
these three passages to see that we should continue to pray for 
God's will but perhaps change how we ask.  
  
For instance, we know God's will is that more people will 
grow in their relationship with Christ as Savior and Lord. So, 
we should not stop praying for that. Perhaps instead of asking 
solely for greater worship attendance, we should pray, seeking 
God's help in the steps that would encourage more people to 
desire a growing relationship with Christ.  
 
With that perspective in mind, may I offer you three goals to 
pray for in 2018? 

 
First pray that God would help us connect with ninety-six  
visiting families over the coming year. To achieve this goal as 
we share Christian love, we should also invite people to 
church. Please also pray that our guests will complete and 
turn in a Connect Card when they visit.  Doing so allows staff 
members to follow up with our visitors.  

 
Second, pray that each Sunday School Class will adopt two 
projects where they can intentionally care for other people in 
Jesus' name. We would like to keep track of how classes are                   
helping others, so be sure to let the Church Office know of 
any projects adopted. 
 
Third, pray that we will have an increasing desire to pray for 
those who need Jesus in and outside of our congregation. We 
cannot measure our desires, but we can measure our                           
celebration when desires are achieved. Next year, let us be 
able to say that not a month went by when someone didn't 
publicly celebrate how God answered their prayers. 
 
Pastor Steven 

mside missions  
 

                 Spotlight on Our Missions Partner 
                   Greater Spartanburg Ministries  

                      Sunday, January 7 
     Matthew 25:35-36 tells us, “For I was  
  hungry, and you gave me something to eat,
  I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”   

Greater Spartanburg Ministries provides emergency                         
assistance to the residents of Spartanburg County who are 
experiencing times of crises.  This faith-based organization  
wants to feed both the body and soul by providing care              
ministries and by connecting people to the local church.  
Rev. Kevin Koger, CEO, will be with us during the Worship 
Service to share specific ways we can pray for this                          
organization.  Please take the opportunity to greet him                      
during our donut fellowship to discover ways you can                       
volunteer to help with this ministry.   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
During the months of  January and February, we will collect 
coats, hats, gloves, and blankets for homeless adults and 
children in the Spartanburg community.  Place your new and 
gently-used donations in the large boxes located throughout 
the church. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Individuals sixteen years and older are 
needed for three projects renovating 
homes.  Jobs include painting and 
installing siding, flooring, insulation, 
baseboards, and drywalls.  If you are 
available and interested, contact Jack 

Dodds for more details about location, schedule, and dates. 
 

 
Mission Trip  

Update 
Thank you for all of 
your support for those 
planning to go the                    
barrios of Masaya in 
Nicaragua next summer.                 

Eleven people have committed to going and assisting with 
the work of Chosen Children’s Ministry:  Jack and Ruth 
Dodds, Rick, Debby and Matthew Byars, Lin Lathan, Steve 
Kibbe, Andy Bogan, Laura Mitchell, Jeremy Powers, and 
Julia Hess.   
Please continue to pray for us as we prepare for the trip and 
raise additional funds to help offset the cost. Three places 
are still available.  If you would like to go, please contact 
Jack Dodds as soon as possible.   

 

July 7-14, 2018 

MISSION 

 



mside music  
 

Senior Adult Fall Trip to Kentucky 
October 19-22, 2018 

  Our four-day journey will include the following highlights:  
 The Genesis Creation Museum 

 Kentucky’s Artisan Center 
 Free time in Newport for Shopping and Exploring 

 Paddlewheel Boat Cruise and Captain’s Dinner 
 Krohn Conservatory Fall Show 

 Ark Encounter and Dinner Buffet at Emzara’s Kitchen 
Sunday, February 257:15 P.M. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall as Tammy Sanders of Christian 
Tours provides details of the trip.  Contact Jack Dodds about 
other general information and cost of the trip.  

mside family 
 

 

mside youth 
Youth Ski Trip to Beech Mountain 

Sunday, January 15  
Youth will leave after worship. Sign up by  
January 7.  Details are in the Youth Room.    

 

New Believers’ Class  
Sundays  

February 4, 11, 18, 25 
10:45 A.M. 

All children who have made a                      
profession of faith and those who are      
considering making a decision to ask 
God to come into their heart are                           
encouraged to attend these classes. 

Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 
Sunday, January 7       

9:30 A.M. 
We will observe the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper during our first Sunday of the new 
year.  Reflect on your recent walk with our 
Savior Jesus Christ and consider the need to 
rededicate yourself to him.  

mside kids  

As you know, weather                        
forecasting for the                       
Piedmont is an inexact 
science.  So, too, are                   
judgments about weather-                   

related cancellations.  Our number one concern is safety.  
If the streets, walkways, and parking lots are hazardous, 
our decision will be made with your welfare in mind. 
1.   Decisions about Sunday and Wednesday services 

will be made by the Pastor in collaboration with the            
Chair of the Deacons. We will almost always have a 
morning Worship Service on Sunday, as long as we 
have electrical power. Any changes in Sunday                         
activities will be relayed to Channel 7 WSPA-TV.    

2. Decisions about the opening and closing of the 
Church Office will be made by the Church Pastor                                        
in conjunction with the Chair of the Personnel                    
Committee. 

3. The Weekday Preschool, as well as the youth and 
children’s activities, will follow decisions made by 
Spartanburg School District 7. 

Regular Rehearsals Resume 
 

Clarion Sounds (Hand Bell Choir) 
Sunday, January 7  4:30 P.M. 

 
Golden Tones (Senior Adult Choir) 

Monday, January 8  1:30 P.M. 
 

Orchestra 
Monday, January 8  7:00 P.M. 

 
Sanctuary Choir 

Wednesday, January 10 7:05 P.M. 
 

Preschool Praises and Children’s Choir 
Wednesday, January 10 5:50 P.M. 

   

  3 
 

  2 
 

  1  
GO!  

Come find out what                        
3-2-1 GO! means on                     
Sunday mornings in                  

January when Pastor 
Steven begins his new  

sermon series. 

M’SIDES GOT TALENT! 
Saturday, February 17  5:30 P.M. 

We want folks of all ages to spotlight their talents at                             
Morningside!  Individuals, duets, groups, singers, dancers,                    
instrumentalists, and comediennes, come share your skills and 
help raise money for the 2018 summer mission trip to                           
Nicaragua.  Following a spaghetti supper, Morningside’s finest 
will entertain us.  Interested performers should contact Jack 
Dodds or Robert Mitchell as soon as possible. Watch for more                             
information about the sale of tickets in future weekly worship 
guides.  

New Custodial Staff 
The Building and Grounds Committee announces that Bill and 
Carol Burgess, of Custom Indoor Services, have been hired to 
assume the janitorial responsibilities at Morningside. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Morningside Website 
 
Our monthly newsletter and our weekly 
worship bulletin can be found on our 
website at www.msidechurch.org under 
the Publications tab.   
You may also stream, download, and/or 
subscribe to our weekly podcast under the 
Sermon tab. 

 

MORNINGSIDE THE MESSENGER 
(USPS 363-420) is published monthly by the Morningside Baptist 
Church. Periodical postage paid at Spartanburg, SC. Postmaster, 
send address changes to  The Morningside Messenger 
   897 South Pine Street 
   Spartanburg, SC 29302 

Morningside Baptist Church Staff 
 

Steven Owensby, Senior Pastor (Ext. 3) ................................. sowensby@msidechurch.org 
 

Jack Dodds, Associate Pastor (Ext. 6) ......................................... jdodds@msidechurch.org 
 
Freida Cole, Children’s Minister (Ext. 4) ....................................... fcole@msidechurch.org 
 

Robert Mitchell, Worship Director (Ext. 5) ............................. rmitchell@msidechurch.org 
 
Steve Kibbe, Youth Director (Ext. 8) ........................................... skibbe@msidechurch.org 
 
John Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) ............................................ jkelly@msidechurch.org 
 
Robin Kelly, Financial Office (Ext. 7) .......................................... rkelly@msidechurch.org 
 

Linda Alverson, Membership Ministry Assistant (Ext. 1)....... lalverson@msidechurch.org 
 

Kathy Green, Communications Ministry Assistant (Ext. 2) ........ kgreen@msidechurch.org 
 

Debbie Bishop, Weekday Preschool Director ........................... dbishop@msidechurch.org 
 

Paula Joye, Organist ........................................................................... paulajoye@juno.com 
 

Gail Medlin, Pianist ........................................................................ ggmedlin@wildblue.net 

Sympathy Extended to  
…  Stacey, Emma, and Molly Vinesett and Barbara 
Vinesett in the death of Wayne Vinesett on November 20              
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
… Chris and Carla Pittman and family in the death of 
Chris’ brother, Richard, on December 8 in Greer, South 
Carolina. 
… Kim Howell and Katie Cromer in the death of Mark                    
Cromer on December 2 in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
… Betty Revan and family in the death of her husband, 
D.L. “Monk,” on December 18 in Spartanburg, South                  
Carolina. 

Ministers on Call This Month 
  

Fridays Steven Owensby 590-7985 

January 6-7 Freida Cole 884-4793 

January 13-14 Jack Dodds 590-8951 

January 19-21 Steven Owensby 590-7985 

January 27-28 Freida Cole 884-4793 

Thank You Notes for Your Love, Prayers,  
Concern, and Support Received from 

 

Roger and Phyllis Britt 

Frances Crook 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 

Susan Hardison 

Jim and Elizabeth Hoover 

Betty Keith 

Martha Taylor 

Mildred Whisnant 

Seeking, Serving, Sharing 

897 South Pine Street 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302 

 
Office: (864) 585-5457 | Fax: (864) 585-6217 

Weekday Preschool:  (864) 585-5424 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  
Previous Sunday’s Sermon at 10:00 A.M. 

WDRF 95.9 FM or 1510 AM 
 

Join Us Each Sunday Morning 
Worship:  9:30 A.M. Bible Study:  10:45 A.M. 


