Covenant Express
M o o se L a k e E v a n g e l i ca l C o v e n a n t C h u r ch

Volume 39, Issue 9
September 2016

Covenant Express

Page 2

A Message From Pastor Rick
The story is told of an old weary pastor back in the early 20th century who, on occasion would leave his studies, walk
away from his administration responsibilities, not take any counseling appointments, or schedule any meetings and
would go to the city train station and just sit. For hours he would watched the giant iron horses come in and out of the
station carrying people to destinations far away. He did not engage in conversations for evangelistic purposes, or
orchestrate any kind of marketing campaign for upcoming church rallies. Instead, he just sat on an anonymous bench
and watched the trains with their powerful steam engines puff and snort as they lumbered in and out of the platforms.
On one occasion as he sat on his bench at the train station, a person recognized him, approached and asked, “Pastor, are
you going on a trip? Where are your bags?”
The old pastor looked up with a slight twinge of embarrassment. In all of his visits to the train station, nobody had ever
inquired of him before. “No,” he said, “I’m not taking a trip.”
“Are you picking someone up then?”
The old pastor stood up from his well worn wooden perch. “No, I am not receiving any passengers today.”
Puzzled, the inquirer pursued the matter further. “Why then are you just sitting here at the train station?”
The old pastor smiled and took the man’s hand. “I come here when my work load of studies and meetings and dealing
with people’s problems are heavy. I come just to sit and watch and marvel at these powerful machines that move
people from one place to another, and I do not have to get behind them and push.”
As a pastor, there have been times when I have longed to observe people being moved by something powerful and lifechanging just like the old pastor observed in the train station. Occasionally, I have wondered if anything would start or
make further progress if I did not get up and push from behind. Gladly, I can report that in the brief time I have spent at
Moose Lake Covenant, I can tell you that the ministry engine here is working really well. It is well oiled, powerful and
includes so many people who are engaging their time, gifts and resources in Kingdom work.
As we begin the Fall season there are many opportunities here at the church to serve Christ. Fortunately, I don’t have to
push you from behind. Instead, I am inviting you to invest yourself into a ministry this Fall. It will be life-changing for
someone else and, I believe, will also be life-changing for you! In the end, we will all marvel at what God has done to
move people from a static place to a place where God can do amazing things in their life. I can’t wait to see what
happens next!

July 2016 Budget Report
July General Fund Income: $ 39,883.23
July General Fund Expenses: $ 37,876.15
July Monthly Budget: $ 39,735.79
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—July 2016): $256,469.69

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—July 2016): $271,622.24
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—July 2016): $278,155.05

Thank you for your generosity!
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Walking by Faith, September 2016
Fall Change
As September arrives we will soon be seeing the trees begin to change to their colors as we come
into the fall season. And we as a church, are also transitioning into a new season this fall.
In some ways the change is happening quickly. One of our most noticeable changes is that Pastor
Rick Carlson has started his ministry here as our interim pastor. We are pleased that so many of
our congregation have already expressed their appreciation for his ministry here. We are thankful
that he has come along side of us as we begin the process of searching for a new pastor.
As we move through September there are going to be a number of significant events, choices, and challenges that
everyone in the congregation will have the opportunity to participate.
Worship and Prayer on the 1st Sunday evening will kick off on September 4th.
A Fast and Pray Day will be held September 6th in preparation of the Church Council meeting.
A congregational meeting will be held September 11th at 9:50am to vote the Pastoral Search committee into existence.
The Wednesday Night Fall activity will begin September 14th, with opportunities for you to choose to help with the
children, youth or adult activities.
On Monday, September 26th, our Mutual Ministries Committee will meet to discuss how we as a church can support our
church staff.
On Tuesday, September 20th, our 2017 Budget Committee will convene to begin discussing our faith in how God will
provide for the coming year.
A Sportsman Event will be held Saturday, September 24th here hosted by our church Evangelism Committee.
Tuesday, September 27th, the Pastoral Search committee will have their first meeting with Conference Superintendent
Mark Stromberg.
These are only some of the opportunities that you will have to pray for or participate in this September. There are many
other activities or events taking place as we begin a new change.
We will be confident that the One who had begun this Good Work in us will continue change and mold us into the
people He wants us to be!!
God’s Change is happening here!
Mark Carlson
Church Chairman
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Parent Corner:
Allow Children the Benef it of Doubts
In the groundbreaking book Sticky Faith, Kara Powell and Chap Clark explore how to instill
lasting faith in kids. Research shows that when children feel safe to express doubts, their faith
tends to grow stronger.
Contrary to popular opinion, questioning God doesn’t mean you’re a weak Christian. Instead, doubts force you to
examine the truthfulness of something (or someone) and consider how much you’re willing to invest in it. To truly own
their faith, children must critically evaluate it first.
Encourage that process by making your home a “safe zone” for doubts and questions. Listen intently, and don’t shame
children for asking questions. Let them know you have questions, too. Reflect on children’s words, and affirm their
feelings with phrases such as “You look like you have a question” or “You seem concerned.”
Tough questions help kids verbalize doubts, so don’t feel threatened. View the questions not as signs of rebellion but
as opportunities to teach and learn.
And remember, until we get to heaven, we won’t have all the answers. As author Marlene LeFever says, “There
are some things we just can’t know for sure. We believe with all our hearts that God is trustworthy, and that allows us to
make that leap of faith and accept what we can’t prove.”

POWERSOURCE

ASK GOD:

1. To assure your children that doubts and questions are okay.
2. To help you listen well when your kids express doubts.
3. To offer tangible reminders of God’s never-ending love and
constant presence.

TEACHABLE MOMENTS

Unseen Presence
Fill a bowl with small beads or pebbles, mixed with
about 25 paper clips. Set the bowl on a table, and
blindfold one family member. Give that “seeker” 30
seconds to find as many paper clips as possible.
After each person has a turn, count how many
paper clips you found.

Ask: How easy or difficult was it to find the
paper clips? What made it easy? What made it difficult? Read aloud Hebrews 11:1. Say: Just as we hunted for
something we couldn’t see or feel, God asks us to believe in things we can’t see or feel.
Ask: How can you be sure you’re believing in something real if you can’t see or feel it? How do you know that
Jesus and the Bible are really true?
Say: The paper clips were here all the time, and Jesus is here all the time, too. We can believe in Jesus even
though we don’t always see or feel what we’re believing in. Close in prayer, asking Jesus to strengthen your faith in
him.

Fall information for ALL:


There will be NO Covenant Kids on Sunday, September 4th (Labor Day Weekend)



Covenant Kids/Kiddies begins on Sunday, September 11th during the 10:15am worship service.
**Covenant Kiddies (ages 4 to entering grade 2) will meet downstairs in the large room.
Teachers are Don & Debbie Gustafson.
**Covenant Kids (entering grades 3-6) will meet downstairs in first room to the right.
Teachers are Cathy and Coriella Sheetz.
**Reminder to parents: Please pick up your children following the 10:15am.



Wednesday night programs (Nursery, Awana, Youth and Adults) will begin September 14th.
Meal at 5:30pm
Programs 6:15pm-7:45pm (PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE!!)
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Outreach & Evangelism
Dear Fellow Sportsmen:
Whew, this crazy wild summer of record breaking precipitation, along with lots of heat, and even
considerable flooding in our tri-county area is almost over. So, it is time for fall. We are all anxious
for the cool temps, colored leaves, and those wonderful crisp frosty mornings as we head out for bird
hunting, bear hunting, or chasing the wily white tails. As in the past two years, this fall we are
planning a big Hunting/Outdoor Expo at the Moose Lake Covenant Church for our Moose Lake area.
The date that is set is Saturday, September 24.
With feedback from you on the orange data cards of last year we are making some changes. I think
you will be pleased and find them exciting. Again, we will have two great seminars full of tales of
woe and success and with ideas and tips you can employ. The two seminars are 1) Black Bear
Hunting and 2) Catching Walleyes, which will be between 4:30 and 5:45 pm. Our main event
speaker will be “River Dan” a walleye fishing guide on the St. Croix River.
The big change this year is a shift from outside vendors (we will still have 2 or 3) to an outdoorsmen
“Swap Meet”. Everyone with a ticket is invited to bring in old used equipment to sell with a stated
price, or to swap with someone else for another item, or to sell as a silent auction item. With your
enthusiastic participation we hope to see many tables loaded with great outdoor gear. Anything
relating to sports such as: archery, fishing, camping, hiking, bird watching, or hunting is welcome for
this event, one restriction NO FIREARMS. We hope to have one major vendor who will have some
tables of firearms you can deal for that evening. He is a licensed vendor who can properly process
any sale or purchase.
The other big change this year is we would like to have a huge display of deer antlers and head
mounts. We are asking you to bring in and show off your lucky hunting trophies. They can be shed
antlers, antlers from dad’s hunt of old days, or even old racks, mounted or bare from granddad’s day
are welcome. Everyone who brings one or more racks for display will have his or her name entered
in a drawing for a special prize. All the participants will vote on the best rack “For Show”. The
winner will receive a “Free Pass” for two for all future Outdoor Expos held at the church. So bring
them in, let’s fill a wall with giant whitetail racks.
Posters will be appearing soon in our Quad River area. Tickets will be available the week of
September 5th at the Moose Lake Covenant Church, the Sonshine Closet and Benoit’s Bait and Gas
in Moose Lake. You can call for tickets if you like at 485-4800.
To help you in getting a friend or family member to come along we are offering one ticket at $12.50
and the second for $2.50. These tickets give you a great barbeque meal, a chance to swap, trade,
or buy used gear and gets your name in the drawing for several great prizes during the evening.
The grand prize for a lucky hunter will be a new high caliber hunting rifle.
So sift through that gear you hardly use any more or have replaced with new stuff, dig out that major
“bragging rack” you have and join us for an exciting fun evening on Saturday, September 24.
Sportsmen of the Moose Lake Covenant Church
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Wednesday Family Night Activities








5:30 pm Church Doors Open
5:30-6:15 pm Family Supper (free will donation)
6:15-7:45 pm AWANA (NOTE Time Change)
AWANA is for children ages 3 years old to 6th
grade. Cost is $20 per child, max of $60 per family
to help cover the cost of materials.
6:15-7:45 pm Youth Group (NOTE Time Change)
**7th - 9th grade
**10th - 12th grade
6:15-7:45 pm Adult Class

AWANA Club September Schedule
Sept 14 First Night
Sept 21 Dress your school colors
Sept 28 Dress your favorite football
team colors

Register for AWANA and Youth Group on line at www.mooselakecovenant.com or
the first night of activities.

AWANA/Youth Leader & Helpers Meeting
Wednesday, September 7
6:00 pm East Room

Youth Ministries
YOUTH GROUP
Starting Wednesday, September 14
6:15 - 7:45 pm (NOTE Time Change)
For students 7th grade to 12th grade
Register on line at www.mooselakecovenant.com

Senior High Fall Retreat
Friday, September 30 to Sunday, October 2
Come for a weekend full of camp fun and friends! Classic camp games,
bonfires, chapel, & food! Whether you’ve been to camp for the last 12 summers
or you’ve never been, it will be a weekend of laughs, memories, and time with
Jesus!
Register and find more info at covenantpark.org
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COVENANT WOMEN RETREAT AT CPBC
Please pray about going to the Women’s Retreat on September 16-18 at Covenant Park Bible Camp.
Brochures with more information can be found on the camp desk (next to the elevator).
If you plan on going—INVITE A FRIEND!
Register online at www.covenantpark.org.
THERE WILL BE A DRAWING ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH. If you plan on attending put your
name in the container on the camp desk (next to the elevator). There will be 7 drawings:
4 drawings of $25.00 each to go to your registration.
2 drawings to cover the cost of the full weekend of $95.00.
People will be called on Monday if your name was drawn.
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FYI -- For Your Information!

TIMES OF PRAYER for our Church
September
Worship & Prayer—Sunday 4th at 6:30 pm at Church
Fasting & Prayer—Tuesday 13th –all day on your own
Evening Prayer—Sunday 18th at 6:30 pm at Church
Noon Hour Prayer—Tuesday 27th at 12 noon at Church

PASTORAL
SEARCH COMMITTEE
Sunday, September 11
A Congregational Meeting will be held
between services at approximately 9:50
am for the congregation to vote a
Pastoral Search Committee in existence.
The Church Council is
recommending the following to serve
on the committee:
Doug Alberg, Marilyn Cluka, Keith
Haglund, Sadie Devine-Jelinski, Brad
Ramberg, Beth Sandstrom, Cathy Sheetz,
Eileen Quittem and Mark Carlson.

Moose Lake Community Forum on Heroin & Opioid Abuse
Moose Lake High School Auditorium
Tuesday, September 20, 2016
FREE Community Dinner at 5:00 pm
Program from 6:00-7:30 pm
“Coming together to address opioid and heroin abuse”
Childcare available—RSVP suggested—Contact Tracee Anderson 612-238-6546

Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, September 10 at
7:00 am to register (distribution
8:30am), in the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

DO YOU HAVE A COUPLE
OF HOURS TO SPARE?
The Sonshine Closet and
Furniture Stores are looking for
new volunteers. For more
information call Pat (485-9058),
Patty (273-4170) or Ginger
(485-4122) and leave
your name & phone number or
ASK for an application at the
store.

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am — 12:00 pm
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Women’s Ministries
COMMUNITY MOMS
September 13 & 27

MOM’s You are INVITED!
Motherhood is very beautiful,
but being a mom can be hard!
That’s why we are excited to
invite you to our Moose Lake
Community MOM’s Group,
because you don’t have to bear
motherhood alone!
Come and join other moms, just
like you who are in all ages and
stages of their motherhood
journey, and discover the joy
and encouragement that comes
from being together!
We are here for you! Whether
you are an expectant mom, a
mom of toddlers, a mom of
teens or a grandma. Our doors
are open and we hope you’ll
come on in. There’s definitely a
place for you!
Please join us on both the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month
at the Moose Lake Covenant
Church at 10:00-11:30 am in
the East Room, as we are
joined together as we study the
book of James with Francis
Chan. For more information
contact Pastor Wendy or email
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
2nd & 4th Mondays
of the each Month.
Women of all ages are invited.
We meet at 1:30pm in the
library for study and prayer.
A NEW STUDY BEGINNING
ON MONDAY, SEPT. 12th.

Bible Study/DVD Series: “The
Armor of God: This Means
War” by Priscilla Shirer. This is
a study of Ephesians 6:10-20.
Study books will be available.
The target of this study is to
1) Learn to be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of His
might (Ephesians 6:10)
2) Discover what to wear to
ensure victory and employ the
secret weapons to stop the
devil in his tracks.
3) Develop a personalized
strategy to promptly put the
enemy in his place.
4) Take advantage of our
position in Christ and
experience the tangible, longterm effects of victory in
practical, everyday living.
The author and presenter is
Pricilla Shirer. Her gift is to
boldly proclaiming the
uncompromising truths of
Scripture while ushering people
into a daily, intimate, destinydriven experience with Christ.
She is the author of The
Resolution Women, Jonah,
Gideon, Breathe; God is Able &
Discerning the Voice of God.
She is also the young mom in
the movie—“War Room”.
Bring your Bible and a friend. I
am very excited about this
study. God message has been
very strong to the church to be
preparing ourselves with His
strength to go out and live our
lives for Jesus.

Covenant Quilters
Will be meeting every
Tuesday from 2:00-8:00 pm
downstairs.
Newcomers are always
welcome! Questions call
Teresa at 218-496-5735 or
Glenda at 218-658-4593

WANTED:
Would you be willing
to provide
leadership in
Women Ministries?
If interested, please contact
David Nelson, Adult Ministry
Chair, ASAP.

October 2016
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, September 26
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To Our Family:
Jayne and I say Thank You for the wonderful and enjoyable farewell celebration and the generous
gift given then and throughout our many years here. Your Faith, your generosity, your
compassion for people and your love for Jesus is know and experienced by our community and
the world. It has been a great privilege to be one of your pastors throughout your 120 years of
ministry.
Thank you for your love and kindness. Thank you for walking with us through our family struggles.
Thank you for ministering to our family as we have matured in faith and stature. Thank you for
giving us the opportunity to walk with you as God has led you closer to Himself and further in
mission. Thank you for being our family.
Blessings to you all
Todd, Jayne, Kayla, Nathan, & Micah

THANK YOU!
Thank you for being my friends and “family” for the past 21 years
Thank You for…
Building our house
Surrounding me with prayer & love through cancer and the fire
Picking me up and hauling me around town
”Coffee” breaks and lunches together
Being patient when I repeated things over & over in a 15 minute time spam
All the game nights especially Wizard
You are wonderful people and I’m going to miss you. Thankfully I have so many wonderful
memories of you while here at ML Covenant Church.
Thanks Jayne

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Rick Carlson,
Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2016 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson, co-chair
Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock

Ministry Resources Commission:
Rick Peterson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

26 Roxanne Ophus

25 Pastor Rick & Pat

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:30 pm Evening Prayer
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DUE

& family
1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
6:00 pm Mutual Ministries
Committee Meeting

19 Keith & Lana Newman 20 Andy & Erin Olson

18 Pastor Rick & Pat

10:00-11:30 am MOMS
12:00 pm Noon Hour Prayer
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:30 pm Search Committee
Meeting

& family

27 Mike & Lori Orn

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:00 pm Budget Committee

& family

10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

Fasting & Prayer—All Day

13 Mark & Gayle Nelson

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Congregational Meeting
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

Judith Iwasko

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

6 Delores Mohelski

Tue

12 David Nelson &

OFFICE CLOSED

5 Ray & Barb Mlaskoch

Mon

11 Pastor Rick & Pat

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
6:30 pm Worship & Prayer

4 Pastor Rick & Pat

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Sun

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

28 Marlene Pangrel

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

Olson

21 Todd & Loriann

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

14 Nick Nelson

6:00 pm AWANA Leader
Meeting

7 Tom & Deb Mohelski

Wed

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Garrett Goorhouse

29 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Ross Degerstrom

22 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Jesse Degerstrom

15 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Jenny Orn

8 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Keith Newman

1 In the Service:

Thu

OFFICE CLOSED

Staff:
Linda Ripley

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

30

23

Staff:
Leon Hedberg

Staff:
John Berger

—-Women’s Retreat—

16

Staff:
Renee Peterson

9

2

Fri

Outdoor Expo—Doors
Open at 3:00 pm

& Evan

24 Pastor Wendy

—CPBC Sept 16-18—

& Evan

17 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry

& Evan

10 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

3 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

