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The Exalted Jesus
When we started to go through the book of Revelation as a sermon series, I started to memorize the first
chapter as a way of letting God’s Word dwell in me. I happened to be at my parent’s farm reciting Rev 1 as
I was taking an early morning walk. When I turned around to return to the farm two events happen
simultaneously, I recited v16 and the sun broke through the clouds. It says, “and His face was like the sun
shining in full strength.” The warmth, the light, the strength of the sun came upon my face and I stood still
as it felt like the Lord was smiling upon me. I wondered if this is what Moses experienced when he saw the
glory of the Lord on Mt. Sinai. For those brief seconds I felt great peace and joy as the Lord let His face
shine upon me as if to say, everything is good when we are together.
This has not been the only time when I felt His face shine upon me. In fact when I recite Revelation 1, I tend
to look east hoping to feel His smile upon me. I want you to know He smiles often and it is not only when I
recite Revelation 1. He has smiled upon us all these years we have been together.
As I reflect upon these years together, I use the words of Marilyn Cluka, “This is the best trip/team ever!”
In my eyes and heart, these 21 years have been the best ever! This is the best church ever! This is the best
people ever! These are the best leaders ever! You are the best friends ever! You are our family and will
always be our family. You have walked with us through many deep waters and valleys as well as we have
been able to walk with you though deep waters and valleys. What has been the greatest gift and blessing to
us and this community is your love for the Lord and your willingness to obey Him. You are making a
Kingdom impact not because you are great at everything you do but because you are obedient to the Lord.
Obedience is always best for obedience is faith displayed. Keep up the good work.
This is my last article as your pastor. I have wondered for the last two weeks what I would say or what
profound thought I could pass along to you. Nothing profound has come to mind. My heart if filled with
grief and joy, sadness and hope, as I prepare myself to say “good bye” and “Hello!” So I leave you with a
blessing.
As you walk with the Lord, may you look at His face rather than at your feet, may you gain courage by
remembering the past instead of being filled with fear as you face present struggles and difficulties and may
you boast not of your successes rather boast in your weaknesses for that is when the Lord is most evident in
you. And may you find great delight letting His glory shine upon you as you walk with Him. May He
continue to smile upon you.
Blessings to you,
Todd
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Walking By Faith while Chewing Gum
Now that we are moving into July, we are all very aware of the changes that are
taking place here at our church. Pastor Todd will be completing his 21+ years
of ministry here in Moose Lake on July 31st.
There is a saying that it’s hard to walk and chew gum at the same time. Well, as
a church and council, we will be doing just that.
As we move forward through July, we will be planning how best to say good bye and thank you for the time
Pastor Todd and his family spent here in ministry. We will be planning a Farewell event for August 7 th. On
that Sunday, there will be a time of celebration and reflection along with good food.
At the same time, we as a church and council will be preparing ourselves for what lies before us as a church.
The Church council is providing leadership as we work to have an interim pastor serve the church as we begin
the official search process for a Pastor. Mark Stromberg, Northwest Conference Superintendent, has
recommended Pastor Rick Carlson to serve as our interim pastor. Pastor Rick served the Red Wing church as
interim pastor in 2015 while they were in the search process. We are completing the final details to have him
on board starting in August.
In preparation for the September congregational meeting, you will be asked to pray for direction of the church
and for those who are chosen to be on the Pastoral Search committee. The Search committee will be made up
of people who will represent the wide range of ages and experiences that make up this congregation. We
already know that there are more qualified people than positions that will make up the search committee, so we
ask God for discernment as to who to recommend to the congregation.
As a congregation, we will continue to do what we have been doing the past 21 years. We will continue to
tithe, trusting that God will provide the resources for the ministry here. We will support mission fundraisers
and send mission teams to different places. We will support new mission opportunities. We will provide
children’s, youth and adult ministries. Our outreach to the local community will continue through the closet,
food pantry, and furnishings stores.
And at our congregational meeting on June 27, we decided that we will “PRAY”. We will continue to “walk
by faith” knowing that God is going to walk with us through all the changes of the next year. Are you ready to
walk and chew gum?
Mark Carlson, Church Chair

NEED KNIVES
Noah Salzer is selling Rada Cutlery Knives to raise monies for his Mission trip to Haiti in
October. He will be selling them by the Welcome Desk between services until July 31.
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Covenant Park Corner
A Newsletter from Covenant Park Bible Camp
“...Where Friend Meets Friend and Both Meet God.”

July 2016
Never Early…But Always on Time
In the last season, we as camp staff have been incredibly
amazed by God’s perfect timing. As I wrote last month’s
newsletter, nearing the end of May, there were still staff
spaces open, many projects unfinished, and uncertainty of
whether or not the pieces would fall into place to get it all
done before the first week of camp.
I spent weeks unsure, but God kept bringing this to mind: “God
knows what staff we need to be able to make camp happen.
God knows what needs to happen so camp can be safe and
ready for campers to enjoy this place.” Still, the question
remained, how was it going to happen, and more importantly
WHEN? “It’s crunch time, we only have _____ days before
camp starts, God!”
As I write this, it is the first week of camp, and I am blown
away at how great our God is, and how He blesses us in crazy
extravagant ways!
Never early….But always on time, His perfect time. Memorial
Day weekend: Kitchen floor finished Friday morning, Kitchen
equipment cleaned and put back in place Friday afternoon,
group arrival Friday night. Raking leaves all over camp, cabins
leveled and floors replaced, beds assembled, buildings
cleaned, windows fixed and reinstalled, flowerbeds plantedcheck! All thanks to the amazing volunteers at the workdays
and beyond. Thursday, June 16-3 days before the start of
camp, ditches 2 feet deep waiting for electrical wire to be buried…right in the middle of camp! Saturday, wire laid, buried,
and ditched filled. Beginning of May, we went from no male
counselors to all four positions filled (3 out of 4 in the last two
weeks before staff training)! All our other open positions were
filled as well. God provides! Never early…But always on time!
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. I am so excited with the team
God has called to camp this summer! They are an amazingly
talented, funny, and All In for Jesus group! My plan and timing
were different than God’s, but as you would imagine His are so
much better, full of assurance that He sees it all, big and
small. We cannot wait to see what the summer has in store!
Please continue to pray for them as they jump into the camp
season. If you would like to “meet” the summer staff of 2016,
check out covenantpark.org/aboutus.
~Kaela Strom, Interim Director

Wish List
Bench vise
Industrial cabinets and shelving for shop
45 or 50 ft. aluminum dock with bench
Air Hockey Table
Ping Pong table
Small shed to house fishing gear
Newer 4X4 pickup plow truck
Zero turn radius riding lawn mower
Newer farm style tractor with 4WD, PS and
hydraulic bucket
Please call camp or email tim@covenantpark.org
for more details.
Camp now has an online wish list where you can
donate towards specific new items needed for camp’s
program and facilities. Check it out at:
covenantpark.org/get-involved/wish-list
Prayer Requests
-Increased partnership, support and involvement of
churches and individuals.
-Wisdom, direction, discernment and creativity as we
begin to plan for all that goes into summer, including
staffing and programs.
-Kitchen and cabin renovations are just about finished!
-God would equip the staff with all that they need to
make an impact for Him this summer. Praise God he
has been providing amazing people for the team! We
are almost to a full team! Please pray that God will
continue to provide specifically in this area!
-God will prepare the heart of each camper to encounter God during their time at camp and leave closer to
Him than when they came!
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Youth Ministries

Summer Covenant Kiddies (Sunday School) for children ages 4 to completing 2nd grade. Every Sunday
through August 28 during the 10:15am Worship Service. The topic of the summer will be “The Fruits of
the Spirit”.
Wacky Wednesday is a leadership camp for kids completing 3rd-5th grades. We will meet for 8 Wednesday
from 11:30-1:30pm. The dates are July 6th, July 20th, July 27th, August 3rd and August 17th. The purpose of
this camp is two-fold: #1 To help our kids develop leadership skills; #2 To go out and serve the community
and the world.
VBS (Vacation Bible School) is August 7th-11th (Sunday to Thursday) from 6:30-8:30pm. This year’s theme is
“Rooted in Christ”. Being rooted in Christ produces fruit of the Spirit. This is for children ages 4 to
completing 5th grade.
Remember to register your child/youth at Covenant Park Bible Camp. Go to www.covenantpark.org for
more information.
Family Camp is July 29-31st at Covenant Park Bible Camp. This is a great time for families to enjoy the
outdoors, have great conversation and worship together.
Please register your child online for Wacky Wednesday and VBS at www.mooselakecovenant.com.
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Women’s Ministries
Community MOMS
Summer Park Days
MOMS will be meeting EVERY
Tuesday at 10:00 am at the
Moose Lake Park to play and visit.
All moms and children are
welcome to come
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

Book Study Group is the first
& third Mondays of the month
at 4:00pm in the Church library
(Notice the time change). We
are reading and discussing the
book Gardening Mercies by
Laurie Ostby Kehler. ALL
WOMEN ARE WELCOME! It is
a great time of talking about our
faith and prayer.

WOMEN’S STUDIES
(If you have any questions
please contact Pastor Wendy)
Bible Study Group is the
second & fourth Mondays of
the month at 1:30pm in the
Church library. Our study is on
God and His people through
the book of Hebrews. The new
believers in Christ were
beginning to doubt Jesus and
wanting to go back to their old
ways. The author of Hebrews
gives ALL BELIEVERS 6
warnings (drifting from the truth,
disbelieving the voice of God,
desertion from the teachings of
Christ, despising the
knowledge of the truth,
devaluing the grace of God and
departing from Him who
speaks). Hebrews speaks
again and again to fix our
thoughts on Jesus and to be
willing for the Holy Spirit to do
His work on us. ALL WOMEN
ARE WELCOME! Come for the
study of Hebrews & stay for the
fellowship.

Covenant Quilters
Will be meeting every
Tuesday from 2:00-8:00 pm
downstairs.
Newcomers are always
welcome! Questions call
Teresa at 218-496-5735 or
Glenda at 218-658-4593

Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, July 9 at 7:00 am to register
(distribution 8:30am), in the church
gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am — 12:00 pm

WANTED
Someone or several brave
courageous women for
leadership to the Women’s
Activities for our church. Barb
Carlson, for years has been the
“point person” for this
responsibility, now she is
unable with her life slowing
down drastically due to age and
disease. It would be great if
three or four would group
together and provide the
energy and vision to carry on
this important ministry with our
Covenant Church Women.
Already promotion materials
are here for the fall Woman’s
Conference in September. We
need to prepare for this and
plan other on-going events. If
you are interested contact
David Nelson, Adult Ministries
Chair, or let Pastor Wendy
know and she can pass that on
to me.
Thank You
David Nelson

August 2016
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, July 25
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VBS NEEDS
Scrap Fabric-any design, color, or size (enough to encircle ice cream pail)
 Clothespins (wooden, with spring)
 Craft glue
 Twine/rope
 Ice Cream pails (or anything of that size with handle)
 Wooden beads, craft beads, ect.
 Sand Paper
 Felt (red, purple, green, yellow, orange)
 Thread and Needles
 Stuffing (cotton, or anything that would work to stuff)
We anticipate around 80 children throughout the week. We would need art supplies to ensure all
children will be able to participate. Thank you for all the support, our children will be greatly
blessed!


FIRST HAND NEWS FROM IRAQ!
Wednesday, July 20 at 6:30 pm
You are invited to join us for a special worship service and hear testimony from a Missionary in Iraq
(Director of Mesopotamia House of Prayer in North Iraq).
Come hear what God is doing in Iraq/Muslim world. Join us on Wednesday, July 20 at 6:30 pm at the
Moose Lake Covenant Church. If you have questions, please contact Mark or Lucy Carlson.

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Todd Van Zee,
Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2016 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson, co-chair
Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock

Ministry Resources Commission:
Rick Peterson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

14 Sarah Herrick

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
4:00 pm Women’s Book Study

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

8

In the Service:
Ross Degerstrom

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Jesse Degerstrom

1 In the Service:

Fri

11:30 am-1:30 pm
Wacky Wednesday
6:30 pm Missionary in Iraq

Hoffman

20 Bob & Gloria

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Homer

In the Service:
Kayla Goorhouse

22

2:00 pm Pantry Meeting

In the Service:
Garrett Goorhouse

15

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

26 Connie Johnson

11:30 am—1:30 pm
Wacky Wednesday

Johnson & family

27 Joshua & Katie

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

& family

28 Phil & Kim Johnson

———- FAMILY CAMP

In the Service:
Katelyn Goorhouse

29

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

31 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

———————— ————————————————- JR HIGH 2 CAMP ————— July 24—29 —————————————————–——————-

25 Beverly Horwath

24 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

———————————————————————–—— MAD CAMP ——————————July 17-22 ——————————————————–———-

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

& family

18 Keith & Allison Herzog 19 Art & Carole Hill

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
6:00 pm Haiti Meeting
Music Lessons
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
5:45 pm Commissions
Quilters
7:15 pm Church Council
————————————–——————————————TRAILBLAZERS 2 CAMP ———--July 10—14 ——————————————

21 Alan & Carey

13 Marilyn Hennager

17 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

Hedberg

12 Leon & Kathi

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Hammond

7 Mike & Karen

Thu

MINI CAMP July 6 & 7 ——————- KIDDIE DAY CAMP July 7 & 8

11:30 am-1:30pm
Wacky Wednesday
6:30 pm Book Study “The Insanity of God”

Hamilton

6 Steve & Keiko

Wed

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

11 Kathy Heavirland

10 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:00 pm Council Meeting

5 Deb Halls

Tue

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

& Hahna

4 Tim & Steph Hakala

Mon

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

3 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Sun

July 29 — 31 ———-

Renee Peterson

30 Staff:

Linda Ripley

23 Staff:

Leon Hedberg

16 Staff:

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry

John Berger

9 Staff:

Lucia Carlson

2 Staff:

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

