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(The night was changed so it would not conflict with the Super Bowl)

Join us for a evening of
Prayer & Worship and
A Healing Service
We are all in need of healing — Please join us as we each
seek God’s healing in our lives emotionally,
physically, relational, and spiritually.
This is the time for Jesus to meet you in your need…
“Jesus said, “Come to me, and I will give you rest…””
Matthew 11:28
PLEASE JOIN US — EVERYONE IS WELCOME
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A Message From Pastor Rick
I want to encourage you to embrace a “Life Verse.” A “Life Verse” is not so much a “favorite” verse because
it makes you feel good, or helps you to feel more secure about your future. Those are both good reasons to
like a particular verse. I’m talking about adopting a verse or series of verses that causes you to think deeper
about your relationship with God, prods you to be more committed in your faith, more disciplined in study
and prayer, and more passionate about the call God has on your life.
A “Life Verse,” in my opinion, should make you uncomfortable with the status quo. The words should drive
you toward being a more devoted follower of Jesus. The spirit of the verse should inspire you, not discourage
you; It should fill you with wonder and not tempt you to think that you are already wonderful. It should give
you energy and incentive for the race marked out for you, not drain you and confuse you to wander in the fog
of life.
I have wrestled with choosing a life verse for many years. I have had trouble settling on one because, I
suppose, I was intimidated or even fearful that I would choose the wrong one. It is a ridiculous excuse, I
know.
A couple of years ago I was reading in the book of Philippians and came across a series of verses that
practically screamed, “LIFE VERSE” at me. I had read them many times but this time, they spoke
differently to me than they had ever spoken before.
Philippians 3:10,11 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the
resurrection from the dead.
What speaks to me in this verse is the bottom line of hope for why I have chosen to follow Jesus. It is the
mystery of somehow, someway in knowing Christ, I too will know the power of his resurrection. It’s not
because of my own self-righteousness or anything else. It is all Jesus. Is this a worthy, life-long pursuit?
I believe with all of my heart that it is and therefore, I have chosen the Apostle Paul’s words as my
“Life Verse.”
You don’t have to choose my “Life Verse” but it is certainly a good one. I recommend that you read the book
of Romans, Ephesians, John and any other passage that makes you sit up and pay close attention. Test a few
verses out and see if they challenge and inspire you to have a deeper relationship with God.
My prayer for you in choosing a “Life Verse” is that you will see more clearly God’s path for you, hear more
distinctly God’s word for you and know more fully God’s love for you.
December 2016 Budget Report
December General Fund Income: $ 34,154.79
December General Fund Expenses: $ 37,516.86
December Monthly Budget: $ 39,735.79
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Dec 2016): $428,101.04

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Dec 2016): $451,394.16
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Dec 2016): $476,834.00

Thank you for your generosity!
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PARENT CORNER (February 2017)
Share God’s Love Letter With Children
Today we equate communication with texts, posts, emails, and other digital methods. But God
uses his Word, the Bible, to communicate truths about his Son Jesus, who’s also called the
Word (see John 1:1).
It’s never too early to help children dive in to the Bible—God’s ultimate love letter. Best of all, you don’t need a theology
degree or teaching credentials to help your kids love Scripture. Take these simple steps to spark a passion for God’s
Word.
Find age-appropriate resources. Look for books and materials that build spiritual development at your child’s interest
and reading levels. Take advantage of local and church libraries, online resources, and experts at Christian bookstores.
Read the Bible to children and let them see you reading it. Use your one-on-one reading time to read from God’s
Word. Also model a love for Scripture by letting kids see you read, discuss, and live it regularly.
Adapt as your children grow. Watch for cues that children have outgrown Bible storybooks. Preteens might prefer
using a Bible app on their phones. After reading with older kids, ask questions that encourage them to dig deeper into
God’s Word.
“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet
and a light for my path. The teaching of
INSTILL A DEEP LOVE FOR THE BIBLE
your word gives light, so even the simple can understand.”
These age-appropriate guidelines from Children’s Ministry Magazine will
help you tailor the Bible’s message to your children as they grow.
Ages 2 to 5: Preschoolers’ attention span is only two to 10 minutes. They learn by touching objects and through
repetition. Paraphrase Bible accounts and highlight only main points.
Ages 6 to 9: By this age, children’s attention span is 10 to 20 minutes. They think concretely and focus on people’s
actions. Provide more details, and then let kids share a Bible passage in their own words.
Ages 10 to 12: Most preteens have heard many Bible accounts often. They need to know, “So what?” Offer
modern-day applications, because kids learn more when they see how God’s Word applies to them personally.
Act It Out If your children enjoy playing pretend and dress up, encourage them to act out various Bible accounts. Read
directly from the Bible and then help kids search for fun props (a stuffed whale for Jonah, building blocks for the wall of
Jericho, a doll for baby Jesus, and so on).
“The B-I-B-L-E” Many children absorb new information quickly through music. Plus, it’s fun! At home or in the car, sing
songs about Bible people and events. Many praise songs come directly from Scripture verses.
The Ultimate Group Project More than 40 people wrote the Bible throughout 1,500 years in three different languages.
Yet the book fits together perfectly! What if your family decided to write a book and each person was responsible for a
chapter or two? What would you each write about? The book might be interesting, but it wouldn’t fit together. Ask family
members to each write (or tell) a description of the same movie. Compare to see how similar or different the descriptions
are. Next, read how different Bible writers present the same event; for example, see Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; and
Luke 3:21-22.
Continued on page 5
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Hide God’s Word in Your Heart If you want your kids to learn Bible verses, keep it simple and fun. For longer
passages, family members can each read a different section and retell it in their own words.
I Can See Clearly Now Have family members each try drawing two self-portraits—one while blindfolded and one while
they can see. Then compare the results. Ask: “What was the difference in the outcome when you could see?” Say:
“The Bible helps us see ourselves clearly. It tells us how God sees us, too. God loves each of us!” Read aloud James
1:22-25. Ask: “What do these verses tell us about the Bible?” Say: “The Bible comes to us straight from God. We can
follow its directions and clearly see the way to go in life.”
Breathe Easy Take turns seeing how far you can read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 in one breath. (Younger kids can blow out
their breath while someone reads.) After several tries, read the verses normally. Ask: “What do these verses say about
the Bible? Why is the Bible important? How does Jesus speak to us through the Bible?” Say: “One thing Jesus shares
in the Bible is his love. To hear more about that, keep reading the Bible!”
TEACHABLE MOMENTS
Knot a Problem! Together, read 2 Timothy 3:16 once or twice. Have everyone try writing (or saying) the verse in
their own words.
Next, take a one-foot length of rope or clothesline. Say: I’m going to hold one end of the rope in each hand and tie
a knot without letting go of the ends. It seems impossible, right?
Let family members try to come up with a solution. After a few minutes, lay the rope out straight on a table. Cross your
arms over your chest, lean over, and pick up the ends of the rope with your arms still crossed. Then unfold your arms
to reveal the tied knot.
Say: Without God’s guidance in the Bible, it’s impossible to make good decisions. The Bible teaches us to do
what’s right and how to love as God loves us. Without the Bible, it’s impossible to know how to live a life of
love that pleases God.
Close in prayer: Thank you, God, for communicating with us through your Word, the Bible. Help us read it often
to learn about you. Amen.

The pastoral search committee team met last night, January 23, to
review some pastoral candidate profiles and narrow down our search.
We were encouraged by the candidate profiles we saw, and we are
taking this week to continue prayerfully reading through some of our
top candidates' information. After our next meeting on January 31, we
will take February to make some phone calls and contact candidates.
We appreciate your prayers for discernment and wisdom as we seek
God's perfect plan for our church. Please continue to pray for our team,
our church, and the hearts of the pastors whom we will be interviewing.
Again, we're encouraged by the Spirit's movement in this process and
appreciate the prayers you've been sending up for us!
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Youth Ministries

Sunday, February 5
at 5:00 pm
Moose Lake Covenant Gym

Guys bring — Pop or Chips
Girls bring — Bars or Cookies
Questions contact Sheila B at 218-390-6958

Wednesday Family Night Activities
5:30 pm Church Doors Open
 5:30-6:15 pm Family Supper (free will donation)
 6:15-7:45 pm AWANA
AWANA is for children ages 3 years old to 6th
grade. Cost is $20 per child, max of $60 per family
to help cover the cost of materials.
 6:15-7:45 pm Youth Group
**7th - 9th grade
**10th - 12th grade
 6:15-7:45 pm Adult Class
Register for AWANA and Youth Group on line at
www.mooselakecovenant.com or the first night of activities.


AWANA Club February Schedule
Feb 1
Feb 8—wear Pink or Red night
Feb 15
Feb 22
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Registration is Now Open!

Connect to Camp…Volunteer!
Covenant Park would not exist without the
huge amount of help we receive from
dedicated volunteers! As you think about the
summer, prayerfully consider how God may
want to use you to further His work at camp!
There are so many ways to volunteer at camp
for a variety of lengths from a few hours to a
week at a time. Below are just a few of the
opportunities:
Camp Nurse: We need a medical professional
on site each week of our summer youth
camps.

Camp Schedule
Trailblazer 1 (4th-6th grade) ~ June 20-24
JR./SR. High 1 (7th-Grad) ~ June 25-30
Mini Camp (2nd-4th) ~ July 5-7
Day Camp (1st-3rd) ~ July 5,6,7
Trailblazer 2 (4th-6th grade) ~ July 9-13
Adventure Camp 1 (5th-9th grade) ~ July 10-12
Music, Art and Drama Camp (8th-Grad) ~ July 16-21
Adventure Camp 2 (5th-9th grade) ~ July 17-19
JH 2 (7th-9th grade) ~ July 23-28
SH 2 (10th-Grad) ~ July 30-August 4
Camp Week Highlight: Adventure Camp
“This is even more fun than regular camp!” ~Camper
These camps give campers a rustic camping experiencesleeping in tents, cooking over a fire, and more- across
the lake at the Anderson Outpost. The small group setting
allows campers to connect on a deeper level
with each other and with God.

Kitchen Help or Dish Crew: (open to high
school students or adults) help out for a day or
a week with preparing, serving, and cleaning in
the kitchen.
Maintenance and grounds: from lawn care
and cleaning to skilled labor projects such as
carpentry and engine maintenance and
everything in between. Needed all throughout
the spring, summer and fall.
Counselors and Junior Counselors: Each
week we need 8-10 junior counselors to assist
the senior counselors in taking care of their
cabin of campers. For some of our fuller weeks
we also need some extra senior counselors.
Camp parent or grandparent: Especially
during our weeks with younger campers it is so
helpful to have several extra eyes for a day or
the whole week to give a little extra love and
attention.
Have a hobby or skill? campers love learning
new things at camp! Share your expertise by
teaching a skills class during any of our camp
weeks or help with
Music, Art and Drama Camp.
For more information visit covenantpark.org/get-involved
Want to get involved but don’t see a good fit
here? Email kaela@covenantpark.org for more
opportunities!
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FYI -- For Your Information!
Pizza and the Middle East
All women are invited to join us on Tuesday, January 31 at 5:30 pm, downstairs at
Covenant Quilters. Jennifer Carlson will be there to share about women and the
Middle East, and what her plans are to reach out to them, come this spring. We will
serve pizza around 5:30 pm in the OLD kitchen downstairs at the church. If you
think you will come, please let Lucy know at 218-340-6289 (call or text) – just so
we have enough pizza for everyone!
All women are invited to join us at Quilting on Tuesdays from 2:00 – 8:00 pm (we
sometimes quit early!). We meet every week, unless the weather is bad! If you’ve
ever thought about coming, or would like to learn about quilting, please join us! We
have equipment and we will teach you. We make several quilts every year for
Teen Challenge, new babies, and other projects or needs.
Any questions about Covenant Quilters, contact
Glenda Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.

Mid-Winter AWANA Leaders Gathering
Monday, February 6 at 6:30 pm East Room
Dessert & Beverages will be served
RSVP to Sheila at 218-390-6958

Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, February 11 at 7:00
am to register (distribution
8:30am), in the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

DO YOU HAVE A COUPLE
OF HOURS TO SPARE?
The Sonshine Closet and
Furniture Stores are looking for
new volunteers. For more
information call Pat (485-9058),
Patty (273-4170) or Ginger
(485-4122) and leave
your name & phone number or
ASK for an application at the
store.

WANTED — Mission
oriented persons to
be willing to serve on
the Sonshine Ministries
Board.
Contact Ginger Spiess
485-4122
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Women’s Ministries
8th Annual Women’s
Conference

COMMUNITY MOMS
February 14 & 28

MOM’s You are INVITED!
Motherhood is very beautiful,
but being a mom can be hard!
That’s why we are excited to
invite you to our Moose Lake
Community MOM’s Group,
because you don’t have to bear
motherhood alone!
Come and join other moms, just
like you who are in all ages and
stages of their motherhood
journey, and discover the joy
and encouragement that comes
from being together!
We are here for you! Whether
you are an expectant mom, a
mom of toddlers, a mom of
teens or a grandma. Our doors
are open and we hope you’ll
come on in. There’s definitely a
place for you!
Please join us on both the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month
at the Moose Lake Covenant
Church at 10:00-11:30 am in
the East Room, as we are
joined together as we study the
book of James with Francis
Chan. For more information
contact Pastor Wendy or email
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

March 2017
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, February 20

“All in!”

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study is every
Monday, it will be a DVD series
“Do You Believe God or Merely
Believe in Him?” with Beth
Moore. This is a 10 week study
that asks the questions: “Do
you take God at His word, believing what He has told us, or
do you just
believe in the
existence and the salvation He
offers?” Beth came face-toface with this question well into
adulthood. At first, her response to God was, “Lord, of
course I believe in You. I’ve
believed in You all my life.”
Over time, the Holy Spirit led
her to understand He was saying, “I didn’t ask you to believe
in Me. I asked you to believe
Me.” Based on Isaiah 43:10
this study explores what it
means to believe God. This is
a study of Abraham, Moses,
and others from Hebrews 11 as
examples of persons who
believed God.
There is a change: This
group will meet every
Monday at 1:30 pm
ALL women are welcome.

Romans 12:1-2
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect
will.”

Saturday, March 25, 2017
(one day only)
Speaker:
Pastor Laurel Bunker, from
Bethel University
Cost: $30
More information coming
soon. All area women are
invited to come!!
COVENANT QUILTERS
All women are invited to join us
at Quilting on Tuesdays from
2:00 – 8:00 pm (we sometimes
quit early!). We meet every
week, unless the weather is
bad! If you’ve ever thought
about coming, or would like to
learn about quilting, please join
us! We have equipment and
we will teach you. We make
several quilts every year for
Teen Challenge, new babies,
and other projects or needs.
Any questions contact Glenda
Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.
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Men & Women of our Church Family — Young and Old
Compassionate Card Care - - - is a new ministry of sending out cards to fellow congregants to
help us stay connected and encourage fellow church members.
A regular list of names of folks in need of support and encouragement will be made available by
our Pastors. Join in the team, pick up cards, stamps, and address from the church office—Renee
will guide you to where these are placed for your ease.
Pick one or several and we’ll start ministering regularly to those who are shut-in, going through
illness, suffered a temporary set back, lost a loved one, or just need to hear they are missed and
loved.
Join in, we will develop a pattern of “caring card senders” in our church family.
Adult Ministries Commission

Recharge
A Ministry of Youth Leadership
Saturday, February 11, 2017 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
1-DAY CONFERENCE to INSPIRE and EQUIP Church staff and volunteers serving
in Children’s, Youth, and Family Ministry.
Hosted at Lakeview Covenant Church in Duluth, MN. For more details about schedule and speakers
go to www.ministryrecharge.com. Please sign up at the Welcome Desk across from the gym or
contact Pastor Wendy or Sheila Butterfield if you are interested in going to this event.

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Rick Carlson,
Interim Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2016 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson, co-chair
Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock

Ministry Resources Commission:
Rick Peterson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

20 Luke & Joy Beise

19 Pastor Rick & Pat

27 Craig & Denise Berg

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
11:30 am Confirmation

Covenant Express
DUE

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

26 Pastor Rick & Pat

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council

& family

13 Mark & Heidi Anderson

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
11:30 am Confirmation
6:00-9:00 pm Homeschool Group

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:30 pm AWANA Leader
Gathering

& family

6 Burt & Amy Anderson

Mon

12 Pastor Rick & Pat

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
5:00 pm Super Bowl Party

5 Pastor Rick & Pat

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Sun

10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

28 John & Ida Berger

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
4:00 pm WC Meeting

21 Jim & Barb Bell

10:00-11:30 MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

Anderson & family

14 Vern & Michelle

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

7 Annette Anderson

Tue

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery

& Joseph

22 Mark Benoit

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery

Bailey & family

15 Randy & Shawna

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Ross Degerstrom

23 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Jesse Degerstrom

16 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Jenny Orn

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Keith Newman

2 In the Service:

Thu

8 Lee & Karen Anderson 9 In the Service:

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery

& family

1 Doug & April Alberg

Wed

24

Staff:
Linda Ripley

Staff:
Leon Hedberg

17

Staff:
John Berger

10

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

3

Fri

& Evan

& Evan

25 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Covenant Fishing
On Little Moose Lake

18 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry
9:00 am-4:00 pm
Recharge Conference

& Evan

11 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

4 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

