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I Wonder As I Wander
I love walking. Really, I love going for a walk in the woods or up and down the street, even walking the golf
course while hitting this tiny little white ball can be therapeutic for me. There is something about the rhythm
and cadence of my steps that becomes so familiar and natural that my heart and mind are free to do some big
picture thinking about life, family, and God.
The main characters in the Christmas story did a lot of walking as well. Well before Jesus was born… Isaiah
speaks of a dormant time of life between the Old Testament and the New Testament where the people of
Israel walked in darkness while they awaited the coming of the Savior. Mary and Joseph walked miles from
Nazareth to Bethlehem for the census while Mary was very pregnant. Following the chorus of angels shouting
from the sky, the shepherds hurried on foot to see the child, our Savior, who was born in a stable stall.
As we step into the Christmas season this year, we will taking time to Wonder through each of these stories
from the birth narrative - taking a deeper look at the big picture of God’s continued presence with us and how
the incredible Light of Jesus continues to break into the darkest of night still today.
I hope you will join us this December as we continue to walking in the
Light of Jesus.
May His light enter the darkness of our world, our homes, and our
lives!
“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never
extinguish it.” John 1:5
pastor barry

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Sunday, December 24
10:15 AM & 6:00 PM
The two services on
Christmas Eve will be
identical. Pick the one that
works best for you or
come to both.
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Children’s Ministry Corner

“DECK THE HALLS AND TRIM THE TREE”
Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 17th
The Children’s Christmas Program will be filled with music
and the message of Jesus’ birth.
Dates to remember:
Sunday morning (December 3) Children will be downstairs
starting at 10:15am.
Sunday morning (December 10) Children will be downstairs
starting at10:15am.
Saturday morning (December 16) at 9:30am will be a full dress rehearsal
Sunday (December 17)
8:30am Children will meet downstairs for rehearsal
8:30am Children will be the special music at the 8:30am Worship Service
10:15am Children’s full Christmas Program.
Prayer for our children and their families as our children present the message of the
coming of our Savior and Lord.

Sunday, December 17 at
the 10:15 am Service
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Women’s Ministries
M.O.M.S GROUP

Sunday Morning Coffee

COVENANT QUILTERS

December 12
MOMS will meet on the 2nd &
4th Tuesdays of every month
in the East Room for
fellowship and Bible Study.
Child care will be provided.

Looking for ladies to serve on
Sunday mornings. If you have
any questions of what this
might involve talk to Patty
Lund or Annette Anderson.
Otherwise sign up on the
sheet on the Welcome Desk.
Thank you for your help.

All women are invited to join
us at Quilting on Tuesdays
from 2:00 – 8:00 pm (we
sometimes quit early!). We
meet every week, unless the
weather is bad! If you’ve ever
thought about coming, or
would like to learn about
quilting, please join us! We
have equipment and we will
teach you. We make several
quilts every year for Teen
Challenge, new babies, and
other projects or needs.
Any questions contact Glenda
Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.

Please join us for MOMS
group. We begin with the
study of RUTH. This is a DVD
series from RightNow Media
with Bianca Juarez Olthoff.
“God can seem distant when
dreams fade, people die, or
career fails. It may feel like He
slammed the door in your face
and walked out for good. No
one knows the feeling of
abandonment more than Ruth
and Naomi. Their story begins
with the worst—death, famine,
and poverty. And God
remains silent. But the book
of Ruth doesn’t end with
despair. The story brims with
hope because God works on
behalf of the two widows in
ways they least expect. In
this7-part series, Bianca
Juarez Olthoff teaches through
Ruth to show how God moves
behind the scenes in our lives.
On the surface, this book tells
the story of two widows and a
kind landowner. Even more, it
teaches us about God’s
faithfulness, love and
providence.” Come walk with
us on the journey of Ruth,
Naomi, and Boaz and discover
the devoted love of God and
His transformative power in
our lives.

Monday Afternoon
Women’s Bible Study
Every Monday afternoon at
1:30-3:00pm in the East Room
For the month of December
we will meet on December 4 &
11. We will be finishing up on
the Book of Psalms, “ Psalms
of Praise”. There will be no
Monday Afternoon Women’s
Bible Study on December 18 &
25. All women are invited for
study, prayer and fellowship.

January 2018
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Tuesday, December 26
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The Women’s Bible Group that meets on Monday afternoons has been studying the Psalms. One week our study was on the meaning
of “Praise”. Praise can be descriptive where we praise God for who He is. Praise can also be declarative where we praise God for
what He has done in our lives. Our study included looking at Psalm 136 where God’s stories are told and the line “His love endures
forever” is repeated again and again to remind us that God’s love has been with us throughout our story. Below are prayers that were
written by the members of our class. These words of praise tell their stories and how God love has been there every step of the way.
Thank you, God, for giving me life.
You are always there
You were there when
I was born
You were there when
my earthly father wasn’t
You were there when we moved
so much that I couldn’t make friends
You were there in 2nd grade
when my teacher took a
special interest in me
You were there in 4th grade
when my teacher made
fun of me and embarrassed me
You were there when
my father was yelling
and I was afraid
You were there when
I felt your nudge and went
forward for salvation
You were there when
my life changed
You were there when
I sent to Bible School NCBC
You were there when
I met Bill
You were there
when we had very little
You were there when
the car wouldn’t start
You were there when
we bought our first house
You were there when
my baby was sick with fever
and we had no insurance
You were there when
we prayed and the fever broke
You were there when
Bill was depressed and
I was afraid
You were there when
Bill was hospitalized
and I laid on the floor
and cried out to You
You were there when
You headed him and the
depression lifted
You are always there

My Psalm 136
O give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good, for His love endures forever
To Him, who brought my family through polio
We were physically weakened
but spiritually and emotionally strengthened
For His love endures forever
Who carried me through cancer
and sent good doctors to help heal me
I faced a sentence of death
but God gave me back more physical life
For His love endures forever
To Him Who is walking with us
through our children’s mental illness and addiction
Our hearts have been faint within us,
but God has guided us step by step
and led us into a peaceful land
For His love endures forever
Give thanks to the God of heaven,
For His love endures forever.

I wake to Your glories every morning
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
Each day brings blessings that overwhelm me
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You answer my prayer before I even utter them
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You refresh me when I tire
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You strengthen me when I feel week
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You have blessed me with a life partner that you picked for me long before I
even knew him
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You have blessed me with children and grandchildren that overwhelm me with
their daily lives
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
You give me peace that comes with the knowledge that I have everlasting life.
The steadfast love of the Lord never changes
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His love endures forever,

Thank you Lord, you are so good
His love endures forever,
Thank you Lord, the only true God
His love endures forever,
You are the Lord of Lords,
His love endures forever,
You brought me into a wonderful family
His love endures forever,
You gave me a great Mom and Dad,
His love endures forever,
You gave life to my sister and 3
brothers,
His love endures forever,
That family has grown but without you
Lord
His love endures forever,
Soon my marriage to a great guy,
His love endures forever,
You gave us a son and a daughter,
His love endures forever,
Our life was busy but without you Lord,
His love endures forever,
One day in August Jesus came into my
life
His love endures forever,
Then my husband took Jesus into his
life,
His love endures forever,
Jesus came into the hearts of our
children,

Then tough times and tears came to me,
His love endures forever,
Lord, I don't understand why this is
happening
His love endures forever,
What should I do? Please take my hand
and lead me
His love endures forever,
How do I get through days like this?
His love endures forever,
I know that forgiveness must be given,
His love endures forever,
But then more came, car accident,
spinal surgery, pain
His love endures forever,
Now my husband, back surgery, dialysis
- Lord, it's too much
His love endures forever,
Yes, Lord, yes, Lord - together we'll
make it,
His love endures forever,
You laid out the pathway for me]
His love endures forever,
Through it all you have given peace and
joy
His love endures forever,
Give thanks to God, the maker of
Heaven and Earth
His love endures forever.

His love endures forever,
They grew up but not close to you Lord,
His love endures forever,
Your Word says they will come back to
you,
His love endures forever,
Then one day you called our daughter
to you,
His love endures forever,
Her miracle was to be with You in
Heaven,
His love endures forever,
Your Word is Truth - she is in Heaven
with You.

Give Thanks to the Lord for He is good.
There was a March blizzard when my
Mother’s labor started. She was 20
miles from a doctor and the car was low
on gas but they made it to the hospital
in time for a healthy 5 pound baby to be
born.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
Once home they made a nice bed for
me in a shoe box because they had no
crib.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
I loved all the animals on the farm and
one day I was determined to pet a por-

cupine but our dog prevented me from
doing so by grabbing my skirt and
pulling me back.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
When I was 13, after a busy day of haying we all went to bed. During the night
my father had a stroke and was taken to
heaven before the sun rose.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
Daddies little girl was lonely and lost
until she discovered God is a father to
the fatherless and had sent his Son to
save the lost, including me.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
I very much wanted to get married and
have a family but there didn’t seem to
be anyone for me until I made it a
matter of prayer and let God choose the
perfect husband for me.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
On January 13th, 1975 during a severe
blizzard I pleaded with God for child
even saying “maybe there is a baby
being born tonight that we could have”.
In late 1977 we got the call that a little
girl needed a home. Would we adopt
her? Later we learned she had been
born January 13th 1975.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
As a little child she asked Jesus into her
life and become concerned that others
needed to know Him too.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
The months turned into years and our
precious daughter became troubled and
difficult. She started running away. I
learned much about trusting God and
letting go while still experiencing how
painful love can be.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
Lord God you have guided and provided
all our needs through many moves and
situations, always placing people in our
lives who bless us.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
God, you have been near to comfort us
during losses of parents, siblings and
many close friends. I have felt your
presence during illnesses and surgeries
taking away my fear and filling me with
hope.
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
I know not what the future holds but I
know who holds the future BECAUSE
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
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Opportunity For: Community minded/loving persons to serve on the Board of Directors of
Sonshine Community Services. This is a very gratifying way to serve our Lord & community.
Please pray about this & if you feel led we would love to have you join us. There is great
need for you. Please call the Church Office 218-485-4800 & leave a message with Renee
or if any questions call Ginger Spiess 218-485-4122 or Annette Anderson 218-485-4046.

October 2017 Budget Report
General Fund Income: $ 37,217.17
General Fund Expenses: $ 35,691.77
Monthly Budget: $ 38,797.00
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Oct 2017): $322,413.17

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Oct 2017): $384,059.01
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Oct 2017): $387,965.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Barry Anthony,
Senior Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
Steve Devine-Jelinski, Treasurer

2017 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Brad Ramberg, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Kristine Salzer
Children Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Evangelism/Outreach:
April Alberg

Ministry Resources Commission:
Mark Anderson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

11 Buzz & Colleen Swanson

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council

18 Lorraine Thompson

2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

25 Ron & Ethel Tyson

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

10 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

17 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Children’s Christmas
Program

24 Pastor Barry & Barbara

10:15 am & 6:00 pm
Worship Services

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym

31 Pastor Barry & Barbara

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater

& Family

Tue
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& family
6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

26 Kevin & Roxy Warbalow

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

& family

19 Peter & Sarah Thompson

6:00 am Men’s Group
10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

12 Charlotte Swanson

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

4 Justin & Amanda Stangeland 5 Mike & Ronna Steffen

Mon

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

3 Pastor Barry & Barbara

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Sun

NO Wednesday Night
Activities

er

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Andrew Babbini

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Joshua Steffen

21 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

27 David & Deryn Warn- 28 In the Service:

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

& family

20 Chris & Barb Tvrdik

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

Keith Newman

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Joey Lind

7 In the Service:

Thu

13 Chuck & Etta Swanson 14 In the Service:

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

6 Ed & Pam Stone

Wed

Staff:
Linda Ripley

29

Staff:
Leon Hedberg

22

Staff:
Steve Devine-Jelinski

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

15

8

Staff:
Renee Peterson

1

Fri

& Evan

30 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

23 Pastor Wendy

9:30 am Children's
Christmas Program
Rehearsal

& Evan

16 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

9 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

2 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

