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Operation Christmas Child
A small shoebox can have a BIG impact. What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it
is eternal. Be a part of changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ Name through the
power of a simple gift with Operation Christmas Child.
The National Shoebox Collection Week is November 14-21 here at ML Covenant
Monday, Nov 14: 9:00-11:00 am
Tuesday, Nov 15: 2:00-4:00 pm
Wednesday, Nov 16: 3:00-5:00 pm
Thursday, Nov 17: 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Friday, Nov 18: 2:00-4:00 pm
Saturday, Nov 19: 9:00-11:00 am
Sunday, Nov 20: 2:00-4:00 pm
Monday, Nov 21: 9:00 am-12:00 pm
Help is needed during the collection week , please sign up at the welcome desk to help collect
incoming shoeboxes. Any Questions contact Kathy Loban 485-8777
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A Message From Pastor Rick
As a pastor, I have taken great care over the decades to not use the pulpit to proclaim my political leanings. Nor
have I tried to persuade others to vote a certain way. My boundaries have less to do with protecting the constitutional division between church and state than it does with the recognition that I don’t want my politics to ever
become a road block to someone hearing directly from God. Unfortunately, not all pastors see this the same way
as I do and so they preach and teach their politics. The result is a toxic blend of political rhetoric and the Gospel
which, I argue, is neither.
As we approach the Presidential election on November 8, I think it is important for Christians to be reminded
about a few things. The remembrance will help to keep perspective in what is a dark and foreboding time for
our nation. If you remember your Bible history, it feels like we are caught in the middle of having to vote for
either King Ahab or Queen Jezebel. Two very unlikable rulers in Jewish history during the time of Elijah (1
Kings 16-21).
We no longer talk together in the town squares and round tables in civil debate, rather we wrestle outside the
Dung Gate of the city saying and doing whatever comes to mind to soil the other side. Both Republicans and
Democrats are guilty. We have sunk to the lowest of lows in our politics, and the sad fact, in spite of the
election results, nobody wins. We all lose.
But there is hope. The hope does not come from either the American political right or left. It cannot be legislated
with new laws, it does not emerge from a recovering economy or victory over our enemies. The hope is Jesus
himself. Let these scriptures remind us of what is true and worthy of hope:
Isaiah 9:6,7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
Mark 12:17, Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is
God’s.” And they were amazed at him.
John 18:36, Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.
Acts 1:6-8 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”
There are many more scriptures that remind us that as followers of Jesus, we are citizens first of the Kingdom of
God and only temporary residents of earth. We are made for a higher calling and purpose.
My strong recommendation is to do your civic duty and vote. And whatever the outcome, let us roll up our
sleeves together and do the work God has called us to do, “to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with
God.” All the while, we will keep this prayer on our lips, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus, come.”
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Congregational Meeting Minutes

Moose Lake Covenant Church

September 11, 2016

Call to order: Mark Carlson, council chair, at 9:54 AM.
Reading of names proposed by council for Pastoral Search Committee.
Discussion of list: brief.
Motion from Dave Peterson, second from Bill Dixon, Sr. to accept this committee as proposed,
passed unanimously on voice vote.
Adjournment: 9:56 AM.
Search Committee: Doug Alberg, Marilyn Cluka, Sadie Devine-Jelinski, Keith Haglund, Eileen Quittem, Brad Ramberg, Beth Sandstrom, Cathy Sheetz, Mark Carlson

Paying Down the Mortgage
In November we celebrate Thanksgiving, giving us an opportunity as a church as well as a nation to thank
God for His blessings and provision.
Our church also has designated November as a month where we as a congregation give additional monies toward paying down the principal of the mortgage debt and also to assist our church in meeting the weekly payments toward the mortgage.
Our mortgage loan is with National Covenant Properties who has supported the uniqueness of how we as a
congregation give toward paying down the debt. Each week of the year we are paying about $2363
mortgage payment for our new facility. Once or twice a year, we send in additional monies to exclusively pay
down the debt.
If you are interested in making a special contribution to the Mortgage Fund, please mark your check or use
the yellow envelopes in the pews and mark it Mortgage Fund.
Thank you for your continued support in meeting this obligation.
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PARENT CORNER

ALWAYS GIVE THANKS

“Whatever you do or say, do it as a representative to the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.”
Colossians 3:17
Because of Thanksgiving, November is associated with gratitude. But giving thanks merits more than just a once-ayear focus. The Bible reminds Jesus’ followers to be thankful at all times and “in all circumstances”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). Even when facing hardships and challenges, we all have many God-given blessings.
God, our Creator and Provider, places many special people, including our kids, into our lives. Let children know you’re
grateful for them. Also remind them to show gratitude to you, to other people, and especially to God. Here are some
tips for filling your home and family with heartfelt appreciation in November and beyond:
Model thankfulness in the little things. Thank your kids for picking up something you drop or for being patient with a
sibling.
Encourage the language of thankfulness. If children neglect to show gratitude, prompt (but don’t shame) them with
words such as “What can you tell your friend for sharing?”
Give small gifts at unexpected times. Let children know that you think of them often and that you thank God for
them.
Affirm children’s feelings of gratitude. When kids’ eyes light up, for example, say, “I can see how thankful you are
for that!”

Living Out Our Gratitude
Thankfulness is contagious. When children see parents and other adults giving thanks for all things and in all
circumstances, they’ll learn to do the same. Remember to thank your own kids for everything from helping you around
the house to helping you grow in your own faith. Speaking of faith, be sure to highlight biblical examples of thankfulness.
Scripture is full of “great gratefulness.” God rescued people from danger, Jesus healed the sick from all types of
infirmities, and early Christians praised God despite hardships and persecution. As you worship with your children, point
out all the ways God’s people give thanks. Also brainstorm creative, meaningful ways to say thanks joyfully—and to live
out that gratitude by helping others.
Don’t “Leaf” Anything Out! Cut out leaf shapes on colorful construction paper. Then have family members write or
draw people and things they’re grateful for. Together, tape the stems onto string to make a festive garland filled with
reminders of your gratefulness.
Cornucopia of Thanks Together, choose some items that remind your family to be thankful; for example, an apple, a toy
car, a stuffed animal, a key, a school paper or drawing. Place the items in a cornucopia or basket so family members can
think often about God’s special blessings.
Thankfulness Makes “Sense” Serve a special snack while playing worship music and using potpourri. Then have family
members use their five senses to notice some blessings they might otherwise take for granted.
Gratitude Newsflash During November, give each family member a disposable camera (or take turns using a digital or
phone camera). Have them take snapshots of people or things they’re thankful for—ideally when no one is looking. (Help
younger children.) Come up with creative methods, such as taking a picture a person’s photograph. Print the pictures and
share them with one another after your family’s Thanksgiving meal.
Memorable Montage Create discussion-starter place mats for your Thanksgiving meal. Have family members each
select several photos (or images from magazines). Cut and arrange them on a large sheet of construction paper. Glue
photos down and cover both sides with contact paper. Then share special memories, reminisce about fun activities, and
let family members know they’re greatly appreciated.
Thanksgiving Countdown As the holiday approaches, take turns naming:
 Seven people outside our family who blessed you in some way.
 Six things in creation you couldn’t live without.
 Five experiences our family had this year that made you happy.
 Four things you’re thankful for about our family.
 Three things you’re thankful for about our family’s faith.
 Two things you’ve learned about God this year that have changed your life.
 One gift you’ve received this year that you’re thankful for.
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Youth Ministries
HELPERS ARE NEEDED FOR YOUTH GROUP & AWANA..... even if u can help 1 or 2 times a
month, God can use you as you minister to students. Please prayerfully consider this serving
opportunity. Please contact Sheila @ 218-390-6958 to help make a difference in the lives of our
kids in our church and community.

Wednesday Family Night Activities
5:30 pm Church Doors Open
 5:30-6:15 pm Family Supper (free will donation)
 6:15-7:45 pm AWANA
AWANA is for children ages 3 years old to 6th
grade. Cost is $20 per child, max of $60 per family
to help cover the cost of materials.
 6:15-7:45 pm Youth Group
**7th - 9th grade
**10th - 12th grade
 6:15-7:45 pm Adult Class
Register for AWANA and Youth Group on line at
www.mooselakecovenant.com or the first night of activities.


AWANA Club November Schedule
Nov 2
Nov 9 Wear Favorite Hunting Clothes
Nov 16
Nov 23 NO AWANAThanksgiving Eve Service
Nov 30

Malawi November
The Malawi team would like to thank everyone who has shown interest and support in the work
happening in Malawi, and we're excited to announce that the month of November will be dedicated
toward fundraising for Malawi projects! We are working to raise $2,500 for windows, doors, locks,
and a concrete floor for the Bimbi nursery school. This nursery school serves over 120 children and
also serves as a Sunday school building. The doors, windows, and locks will allow school and church
supplies to be stored so teachers and pastors won't have to carry all of their materials as they bike and
walk the bumpy roads of Bimbi. The concrete floor will help keep the children healthier as there won't
be as much dust in the air from 120 students moving around and dancing on a dirt floor. Any extra
funds above $2,500 will be used for pastor and teacher salaries, Bibles, and other supplies.
We will have a Malawi table set up at church each Sunday in November where you can pick up a
"Thanksgiving blessing bag" to bring home and collect spare change and donations. We will collect
throughout the month and then bring this blessing bag to the Thanksgiving eve service on Wed., Nov.
23. There will also be prayer cards so you can pick one up and pray over one of the Word of Grace
pastors, a teacher, or a Prison Fellowship staff member. Your prayers and donations will go far to help
encourage and support these African brothers and sisters! Thank you for your generosity! If you have
any questions, feel free to ask one of the team members or at the Malawi table.
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COVENANT KIDDIES (ages 4 to grade 2) & COVENANT KIDS (grades 3-6)
meet on Sunday mornings during the 10:15am Worship Hour.
NO Covenant Kiddies/Kids ON DECEMBER 25TH (Christmas Day) & JANUARY
1ST (New Year's Day). There will only be one Worship Service on these
two Sundays at 10:15am.
COVENANT KID’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
DECEMBER 11th at the 10:15 Worship Service!
(Please notice the change in time!!)
This year’s Christmas Program is called “Come to Jesus”. You will hear how God invited the shepherds,
the magi and all of the world to come out of the darkness into the Light. Please pray for our children
as they prepare to share the story of Jesus' birth and remind us that Jesus is inviting us into a new
and exciting life with Him.
Rehearsals:
Sunday mornings (November 6-December 4) during Covenant Kids (10:15 worship hour)
Saturday (December 10) in Sanctuary at 9:30am. This will be our only dress rehearsal
in the Sanctuary.
Volunteers: We are always looking for volunteers to help with sets and costumes. Please contact Heidi
Anderson or Pastor Wendy if you are interested in helping.
“COME TO JESUS!”
Do you want to find peace and joy beyond anything you ever thought possible?
You have already tried everything else, come to Jesus, and He will give you rest.
You have nothing to lose and everything to gain.”
(Quote from Kimberly Dawn at ScentofFaith.com)

News from the Pastoral Search Team
Thank you to everyone who has filled out the surveys from the pastoral
search committee! The search team will meet in early November to go
through the surveys and come up with a church profile that will be used as
we seek a new pastor. We appreciate the time and honesty that so many of
you have put into the survey answers. If you still have not had a chance to
get your survey in, please do so asap! We also appreciate all of the prayers
and words of encouragement from so many of you...thank you!
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FYI -- For Your Information!
God is writing our story...
Join us in PRAYER for this time of transition,
as we search for a Senior Pastor
NOVEMBER
Worship & Prayer—Sunday 6th at 6:30 pm at Church
Fasting & Prayer—Tuesday 15th –all day on your own
Evening Prayer—Sunday 20th at 6:30 pm at Church
Noon Hour Prayer—Tuesday 29th at 12 noon at Church

Looking Ahead
Saturday, November 5 -- Sonshine Closet Christmas Bazaar 9:00am-1:00pm
Wednesday, November 23 -- Thanksgiving Eve Service 6:30 pm
Sunday, December 11 -- Children’s Christmas Program at 10:15 am Service
Saturday, December 17 -- Sonshine Closet/Tony Stewart Toy Giveaway
Saturday, December 24 -- Christmas Eve Services 4:00 & 6:00 pm NOTE CHANGE
Sunday, December 25 -- One Service at 10:15 am
Sunday, January 1 -- One Service at 10:15 am
Sonshine Pantry

Saturday, November 12 at 7:00
am to register (distribution
8:30am), in the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

DO

YOU HAVE A COUPLE OF
HOURS TO SPARE?
The Sonshine Closet and
Furniture Stores are looking for
new volunteers. For more
information call Pat (485-9058),
Patty (273-4170) or Ginger
(485-4122) and leave
your name & phone number or
ASK for an application at the
store.

WANTED — Mission
oriented persons to
be willing to serve on
the Sonshine Ministries
Board.
Contact Ginger Spiess
485-4122
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Women’s Ministries
COMMUNITY MOMS
November 8

MOM’s You are INVITED!
Motherhood is very beautiful,
but being a mom can be hard!
That’s why we are excited to
invite you to our Moose Lake
Community MOM’s Group,
because you don’t have to bear
motherhood alone!
Come and join other moms, just
like you who are in all ages and
stages of their motherhood
journey, and discover the joy
and encouragement that comes
from being together!
We are here for you! Whether
you are an expectant mom, a
mom of toddlers, a mom of
teens or a grandma. Our doors
are open and we hope you’ll
come on in. There’s definitely a
place for you!
Please join us on both the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month
at the Moose Lake Covenant
Church at 10:00-11:30 am in
the East Room, as we are
joined together as we study the
book of James with Francis
Chan. For more information
contact Pastor Wendy or email
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
November 14 & 28
2nd & 4th Mondays
of the each Month.
Women of all ages are invited.
We meet at 1:30pm in the
library for study and prayer.
Bible Study/DVD Series: “The
Armor of God: This Means
War” by Priscilla Shirer. This is

a study of Ephesians 6:10-20.
Study books will be available.
The target of this study is to
1) Learn to be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of His
might (Ephesians 6:10)
2) Discover what to wear to
ensure victory and employ the
secret weapons to stop the
devil in his tracks.
3) Develop a personalized
strategy to promptly put the
enemy in his place.
4) Take advantage of our
position in Christ and
experience the tangible, longterm effects of victory in
practical, everyday living.
The author and presenter is
Pricilla Shirer. Her gift is to
boldly proclaiming the
uncompromising truths of
Scripture while ushering people
into a daily, intimate, destinydriven experience with Christ.
She is the author of The
Resolution Women, Jonah,
Gideon, Breathe; God is Able &
Discerning the Voice of God.
She is also the young mom in
the movie—“War Room”.
Bring your Bible and a friend. I
am very excited about this
study. God message has been
very strong to the church to be
preparing ourselves with His
strength to go out and live our
lives for Jesus.

COVENANT QUILTERS
Will be meeting every
Tuesday from 2:00-8:00 pm
downstairs.
Newcomers are always
welcome! Questions call
Teresa at 218-496-5735 or
Glenda at 218-658-4593

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2017 Women’s
Conference will be
Saturday,
March 25, 2017

December 2016
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Friday, November 18
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Fall Fundraiser
What: An evening of celebration of
what God has done this summer, and
partnering together in support of the
continued ministry at CPBC. Dinner,
Silent Auction, and Program.
When: November 19, 5:30-7:30pm
Where: Salem Covenant Church
339 N 59th Ave W. Duluth
Please RSVP by Nov. 13
to the camp office:
office@covenantpark.org
218-389-6398
If you would like to donate a silent
auction item, please contact Dennis:
218-391-6293.
Thanks to the generosity of many and hard work of volunteers, last year the support raised from the Fall Fundraiser allowed for the replacement of the floor in the kitchen and dish room!
This year proceeds from the event will go towards the renovation/rebuilding of some of the lakeside cabins.
These cabins are badly in need of repair. We made some temporary fixes to a few of them last spring, with the
plan of building new buildings to update amenities and meet our space demands. We are excited to upgrade
these in order to expand summer camps and better serve our retreat and rental groups in the spring and fall
months!

September 2016 Budget Report
September General Fund Income: $ 29,422.90
September General Fund Expenses: $ 34,344.16
September Monthly Budget: $ 39,735.79
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Sep 2016): $314,181.12
General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Sep 2016): $344,222.20
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Sep 2016): $357,626.63

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Thank you for your generosity!

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Rick Carlson,
Interim Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2016 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson, co-chair
Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock

Ministry Resources Commission:
Rick Peterson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

14 Scott & Kristine Salzer 15 Roger & Beth

13 Pastor Rick & Pat

OCC 9:00am-12:00pm

28 Brandon & Sue

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars

OCC 2:00-4:00 pm

27 Pastor Rick & Pat

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:30 pm Bible Prophecy Class

Schwarzbauer & family

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:30 pm Evening Prayer

Schmeling & family

21 Harlan & Lara

20 Pastor Rick & Pat

OCC 9:00-11:00 am

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars

12:00 pm Noon Hour
Prayer
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

Sheetz

29 Mert & Glennie

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

Schoenrock

22 Robin & Sandi

2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters

Sandstrom
Fasting & Prayer—All
Day

10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters

& Brandon

8 Chris & Linda Ripley

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

Sheetz & family

30 Thane & Cathy

6:30pm Thanksgiving Eve
Service

NO Wednesday Night
Activities

Melanie & Brittany

23 Arleen Schrieffer

OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

Sue
Sandstrom

16 Roger &

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

9 Gary & Carol Rock

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

6:30 pm AA

Office Closed

Jenny Orn

24 In the Service:

OCC 11:00am –1:00pm

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Keith Newman

17 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Joey Lind

10 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council
5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Nursery-Adult

Chris Kuhlman

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:00 pm Budget Committee

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:00-9:00 pm Homeschool Group
6:30 pm Bible Prophecy Class

Thu

& family

7 Bob Riley

& family

Wed

1 Brad & Kathy Ramberg 2 Randy & Ramona Rice 3 In the Service:

Tue

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:30 pm Worship & Prayer

Mon

6 Pastor Rick & Pat

Sun

Staff:
Renee Peterson

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

Office Closed

25

OCC 2:00-4:00 pm

Covenant Express
DUE

18

Staff:
Linda Ripley

11

9:00 - ?
Set up for the Sonshine
Christmas Bazaar

Staff:
Leon Hedberg

4

Fri

& Evan

26 Pastor Wendy

OCC 9:00-11:00 am

5:30 pm CPBC Fall
Fundraiser at Salem Covenant
Church

& Evan

19 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry

& Evan

12 Pastor Wendy

9:00am-1:00pm
Sonshine Christmas Bazaar
In the Gym

& Evan

5 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

