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Join us on
Sunday, March 5 at 6:30 pm
for our monthly
Worship & Prayer service.
This month we will celebrate
God’s Promises!
Bring your favorite Promise of
God to share with all of us!

ALL LADIES
Register TODAY for the
8th Annual
Women’s Conference
Saturday, March 25
9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Cost: $30.00
Register online or pick up a
registration form on the
Welcome Desk.
Scholarships are available,
talk to Pastor Wendy
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A Message From Pastor Rick
This month we are beginning a sermon series titled, “Teach us to
pray. ” I want to share a story I came across a few years ago. Even
though it would make for a wonderful sermon illustration, I thought
you might enjoy reading it instead.
Written by Pastor Dee Duke of Jefferson, Oregon.
My father was a career navy man, the last part of which was
spent in various bases along the west coast. At his last duty station on the California coast we
lived in a house just a few blocks from where the various Navy ships were tied up at dock. I
remember one evening especially well. Dad and I had walked down to the docks, the air was
absolutely still and the water out on the bay was as slick and smooth as glass. Nothing was
moving. The huge ropes, big around as a man's leg, hung limp.
Then my father did something surprising. He said, "Watch this" and stepped over next to one of
the huge ocean vessels. He spread his feet and braced himself, then leaned up against the hulk
and began to push. For the next twenty minutes he pushed against the side of that boat, but
nothing happened. Then, ever so slowly, the huge ship began to move away from the dock!
After this amazing event was over my dad called me over to his side. He said, "I don't know
exactly how that works, I'm not an educated man. But somehow the energy that was in me was
transferred to that ship, a little bit at a time, until I had put enough energy into it to move that ship."
"I want you to learn two lessons from this. First, if I had stopped pushing even one minute before I
had pushed long enough to move the ship, it never would have moved and everyone would have
said that it's impossible. Second, it would have moved in half the time if you had been pushing
with me.”
So, what is the application to this story when it comes to the sermon series on prayer? It is NOT that
if you pray long enough and hard enough you will eventually get God to move.
Think about it this way. God is able to do the impossible in and through us. Have faith to put your
hands up and press against whatever challenge or opportunity God has laid on your heart in prayer.
The huge ship moved because the man applied the laws of physics.
Prayer changes things when we apply the laws of faith.

January 2017 Budget Report
January General Fund Income: $ 35,299.19
January General Fund Expenses: $ 38,795.30
January Monthly Budget: $ 38,797.00
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Jan 2017): $35,299.19

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Jan 2017): $38,795.30
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Jan 2017): $38,797.00

Thank you for your generosity!
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PARENT CORNER
How Obedience & Love Are Linked

The saying “actions speak louder than words” is especially true when it comes to expressing
love. If you repeatedly say you love someone but don’t act that way, then your words are
empty. That also applies to love for Jesus. If we profess love for him but don’t live for him—
or obey his commandments—then our words are meaningless.
God gives us laws out of love, and obeying those laws molds us into faithful followers.
Unfortunately, being lovingly obedient is often tough. As sinners who’ve rebelled against
God, we often put ourselves ahead of him. The only way we can be equipped to obey God
and other people is through a loving relationship with Jesus. The power of his love defeats
sin’s grip, strengthening us to love and follow Jesus with all our heart, soul, strength, and
mind (see Luke 10:27).
Here are ways to share that message with your children.
Give grace. While explaining that disobedience is serious and has consequences, also
emphasize that Jesus offers forgiveness—and so do we.
Provide the big picture. As you read and discuss the Bible with children, emphasize the
cycle of restoration. God’s people repeatedly break his rules, yet he always restores them to
a loving relationship with him.
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“Oh, how I love
your instructions! I
think about them
all day long. Your
commands make
me wiser than my
enemies, for they
are my constant
guide.”
—Psalm 119:97-98

Read on for more ideas about discussing this important topic with your kids.
THE HEART OF THE MATTER
Understanding children’s hearts is key to relating to them, regardless of their age, development, or behavior. Finding out
what makes kids tick is especially essential with behavioral challenges. It’s easy for parents to become frustrated with the
“symptoms” (poor behavior choices) and miss the “disease” (underlying causes). We see disobedience, hear back-talk,
and feel the escalating chaos. Yet we forget to ask: “Why is my child behaving this way?” If you can look beyond the
symptoms and see what ails your child’s heart, you can help. No counseling degree is required. All you need is patience,
love, and God’s guidance. Pray that God will help you see your child through his eyes. Check yourself when frustrations
arise. And remember to reinforce any positive behavior and improvements you see.
Squeeze In! Place a sheet of newspaper on the floor. Say, “The goal is for all of us to stand on the newspaper, without
touching the floor.” (If necessary, stand on one foot.) Afterward, talk about Paul being put in prison (see 2 Corinthians
11:16-28). Ask: “How was being stuck on this newspaper like or unlike being in jail?” Say: “Paul obeyed Jesus and still
ended up in jail.” Ask: “How might obeying Jesus put you in a tough spot with your friends? What’s one way you’ve
obeyed Jesus?”
Simon Says Play Simon Says, taking turns being Simon. Then discuss what it’s like to give directions and be “obeyed.”
Also talk about what makes following instructions easy or difficult.
Love Rules Together, create an imaginary dangerous mission for your family to go on.
Then set guidelines to protect one another; for example, if you’re going on foot on safari,
you might say, “Don’t feed the alligators.” Say: “God loves us so much that he gives us the
Ten Commandments, or rules, to protect us.” Read aloud Exodus 20:1-17. Then reword
each rule to explain why it’s a loving rule from a loving God. For example, “Because I want
you to be protected from religions that would mislead you, don’t have any other gods
except me.” End in prayer, asking God to help you all obey him out of love.
The Right Path Hide a Bible and make an easy map so kids can find the Bible in a few
minutes. Give them the map and say, “Search for something special I’ve hidden.” When
they find the Bible, say that God’s Word shows us how to follow Jesus on the right path.
Then give some “directions” and have kids tell you if they’re from the Bible or not. For
example, “Love your enemies” (yes!); “Lie only if you have to” (no!).
Fish Fling You’ll need a blanket, a doll or action figure, and a bucket. Have family
members gather around the blanket and each hold on to it. Recap what happened to
Jonah. Place the doll on the blanket and say, “This is Jonah on the sea, and the bucket is
the mouth of a big fish. Let’s fling Jonah into the fish!” After playing, ask: “Why did God put
Jonah in the big fish? Why should we obey God even when we’re afraid of what he’s
asking?” Say: “Jonah didn’t want to obey God, but after being in the fish, he realized God’s
way is always best. God will protect us when we obey him.”

POWERSOURCE
ASK GOD:
1. To help your kids
express love for Jesus
by obeying him.
2. To strengthen your
family members’ trust in
God’s goodness.
3. To give your children
positive, obedient
attitudes toward
authority figures.
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COVENANT PARK BIBLE CAMP
Summer is just around the corner!
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
 Camp information can be found at camp table next to the elevator. (CPBC registration forms,
Scholarship information, Sonshine Ministry application, High School Volunteer application, Prayer
Partner information)
st
 Early Bird Registration is before April 1 .
 Please donate to the CPBC fund. Make check out to Moose Lake Covenant Church and put in
memo “CPBC Fund”. THANK YOU!
 Prayer for the staff and the campers attending this summer!! Check Camp Table for more
information on becoming a “prayer partner” this summer for campers and staff.
 For more information contact Sheila Butterfield (Camp Captain) or Pastor Wendy.
WE BELIEVE AS A CHURCH THAT. . .
 CPBC is an important place where children and youth of our church and community can go to
experience the powerful love of God and to connect with others who have a deep love for God
and desire for the campers to know Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit.
 Every child/youth should have the opportunity to attend summer camp at CPBC.
 Our responsibility is to support our families both spiritually and financially to help their child/youth
attend camp this summer.
CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS:
 Step One: Each camper will receive the following scholarship for one of the summer camps a
CPBC. See below the Moose Lake Covenant codes to use when you register to receive the
scholarship.
Day Camp (entering grades 1-3)
$15.00
Mini Camp (entering grades 2-4)
$50.00
Adventure Camp (entering grades 5-9)
$50.00
Trailblazer I & II (entering grades 4-6)
$100.00
Junior High I & II (entering grades 7-9)
$100.00
Senior High I & II (entering grades 10-Grad)
$100.00
MAD Camp (entering grades 8-Grad)
$100.00
 Step Two: Families will be encouraged to apply for further scholarship through the Sonshine
Ministry. The application can be found at the Camp Table and at the Sonshine Closet.
 Step Three: Families will be encouraged to talk with one of the Pastors for additional assistance.
MOOSE LAKE COVENANT CHURCH CODES: Each camper can use one discount for the 2017 camp season
CAMP
Day Camp

CODE
MLCCDAY

DISCOUNT
$15.00

Mini Camp

MLCCMINI

$50.00

Adventure Camp

MLCCADV

$50.00

Trailblazer, Junior High, Senior
High and MAD Camps

MLCC

$100.00
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Youth Ministries
(Mission. Outreach. Venture. Experience.)

Wednesday Family Night Activities
5:30 pm Church Doors Open
 5:30-6:15 pm Family Supper (free will donation)
 6:15-7:45 pm AWANA
AWANA is for children ages 3 years old to 6th
grade. Cost is $20 per child, max of $60 per family
to help cover the cost of materials.
 6:15-7:45 pm Youth Group
**7th - 9th grade
**10th - 12th grade
 6:15-7:45 pm Adult Class
Register for AWANA and Youth Group on line at
www.mooselakecovenant.com or the first night of activities.


AWANA Club March Schedule
Mar 1—Wacky Hair Night
Mar 8—NO Awana Spring Break
Mar 15
Mar 22
Mar 29

Thank you for your continued prayer and support of the pastoral search
committee as we look for a new pastor! This month we have been
going through numerous pastor profiles, listening to their sermons, and
finalizing potential interview questions. We have contacted a few
pastoral candidates and set phone interview dates for late March, so
please continue to keep us in your prayers. We would appreciate
prayers for wisdom, discernment and continued unity within our team,
as well as prayers for our church as we transition and for each of the pastors and
churches whom we will be contacting.
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FYI -- For Your Information!
Mission Opportunity (state-side)
I, Marilyn Cluka, have often been approached as to why mission trips are always to other
countries and not in the U S . Here is your chance!! The Missions Committee is
partnering with “ Traveling Angels” (from Moose Lake-Jenny Moonen) to leave on March
11th for a week to help clean up from storms in Louisiana, Georgia, and the Carolinas.
No expense on your part as funding comes from Traveling Angel. If interested contact
Jenny Moonen at 612-281-3061 or Marilyn Cluka at 218-390-7264.

Dear ML Family,
It is with joy and deep gratitude that I send you greetings and an update this month! I’m so
thankful for the time I was able to spend with a few of you in my last visit to MN, and truly thank
God for our partnership in His Kingdom work. I’m currently wrapping up my final weeks of travel
before I depart to Iraq on March 15th. Yes, the ticket has been purchased, as well as a rental
deposit made on a fully furnished home the team found for me in our neighborhood! Please be
praying for me in this time of transition, move, and settlement. Thank you for your prayers,
your giving, and your encouragement along this journey. May each of us continue to seek
first Christ’s Kingdom and to courageously listen and obey the Father’s Voice as we walk with Jesus!
If you have any questions and/or would like to keep in touch please email me at
jennac@swissmail.org
Grace & Peace
Jen Carlson

Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, March 11 at 7:00 am
to register (distribution
8:30am), in the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

DO YOU HAVE A COUPLE
OF HOURS TO SPARE?
The Sonshine Closet and
Furniture Stores are looking for
new volunteers. For more
information call Pat (485-9058),
Patty (273-4170) or Ginger
(485-4122) and leave
your name & phone number or
ASK for an application at the
store.
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Women’s Ministries
8th Annual Women’s
Conference

COMMUNITY MOMS
March 14 & 28

MOM’s You are INVITED!
Motherhood is very beautiful,
but being a mom can be hard!
That’s why we are excited to
invite you to our Moose Lake
Community MOM’s Group,
because you don’t have to bear
motherhood alone!
Come and join other moms, just
like you who are in all ages and
stages of their motherhood
journey, and discover the joy
and encouragement that comes
from being together!
We are here for you! Whether
you are an expectant mom, a
mom of toddlers, a mom of
teens or a grandma. Our doors
are open and we hope you’ll
come on in. There’s definitely a
place for you!
Please join us on both the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month
at the Moose Lake Covenant
Church at 10:00-11:30 am in
the East Room, as we are
joined together as we study the
book of James with Francis
Chan. For more information
contact Pastor Wendy or email
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

April 2017
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, March 27

“All in!”

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study is every
Monday, it will be a DVD series
“Do You Believe God or Merely
Believe in Him?” with Beth
Moore. This is a 10 week study
that asks the questions: “Do
you take God at His word,
believing what He has told us,
or do you just believe in the
existence and the salvation He
offers?” Beth came face-toface with this question well into
adulthood. At first, her
response to God was, “Lord, of
course I believe in You. I’ve
believed in You all my life.”
Over time, the Holy Spirit led
her to understand He was
saying, “I didn’t ask you to
believe in Me. I asked you to
believe Me.” Based on Isaiah
43:10 this study explores what
it means to believe God. This
is a study of Abraham, Moses,
and others from Hebrews 11 as
examples of persons who
believed God.
There is a change: This
group will meet every
Monday at 1:30 pm
ALL women are welcome.

Romans 12:1-2
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect
will.”

Saturday, March 25, 2017
(one day only)
Speaker:
Pastor Laurel Bunker, from
Bethel University
Cost: $30
More information coming
soon. All area women are
invited to come!!
COVENANT QUILTERS
All women are invited to join us
at Quilting on Tuesdays from
2:00 – 8:00 pm (we sometimes
quit early!). We meet every
week, unless the weather is
bad! If you’ve ever thought
about coming, or would like to
learn about quilting, please join
us! We have equipment and
we will teach you. We make
several quilts every year for
Teen Challenge, new babies,
and other projects or needs.
Any questions contact Glenda
Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.
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Men & Women of our Church Family — Young and Old
Compassionate Card Care - - - is a new ministry of sending out cards to fellow congregants to
help us stay connected and encourage fellow church members.
A regular list of names of folks in need of support and encouragement will be made available by
our Pastors. Join in the team, pick up cards, stamps, and address from the church office—Renee
will guide you to where these are placed for your ease.
Pick one or several and we’ll start ministering regularly to those who are shut-in, going through
illness, suffered a temporary set back, lost a loved one, or just need to hear they are missed and
loved.
Join in, we will develop a pattern of “caring card senders” in our church family.
Adult Ministries Commission

YOUR STORY ISN’T FININSHED YET
Hope Lutheran Church
204 Elm Avenue Moose Lake
Daniel D Maurer (author of Hazelden & Augsburg Fortress) will present
“How the Recovery Story Works” on Saturday, March 25 at 6:30 pm
AND “How Luther’s Story is More Relevant than Ever”
on Sunday, March 26 at 10:00am
See Poster on Community Bulletin Board

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Rick Carlson,
Interim Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2017 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Brad Ramberg, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Kristine Salzer
Children Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Evangelism/Outreach:
April Alberg

Ministry Resources Commission:
Mark Anderson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

7 Doris Booker

Tue

27 Keith & Debbie Carlson 28 Mark & Lucia Carlson

26 Pastor Rick & Pat

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:00-7:30 pm Study “Not a Fan”

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
11:30 am Confirmation
6:00-7:30 pm Study “Not a Fan”

20 Lorraine Brown

19 Pastor Rick & Pat

10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

Burke

21 Byron & Sharon

10:00-11:30 MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
4:30 pm Women’s Conf
Meeting

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-8:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
11:30 am Confirmation
6:00-7:30 pm Study “Not a Fan”
6:00-9:00 pm Homeschool Group

14 Paul & Kris Brigan

13 Asa & Joyce Bratsch

12 Pastor Rick & Pat

———— Lake of the Woods Ice Fishing March 5—7 ———

6 Jerry Bogenholm

Mon

5 Pastor Rick & Pat

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Sun

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Adult-Nursery

29 Phil & Shirley Carlson

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Adult-Nursery

Butterfield & Joshua

22 Brian & Sheila

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Adult-Nursery

15 Rosanna Bronczyk

NO Wednesday Night
Activities

8 Joe & Kim Booker

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm AWANAYouth-Adult-Nursery

Bogenholm& family

1 Bryce & Julie

Wed

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Layne Johnson

30 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA
6:30 pm Women’s Conf
Meeting

Justin Homer

23 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Katelyn Goorhouse

16 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Kayla Goorhouse

9 In the Service:

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Garrett Goorhouse

2 In the Service:

Thu

31

Staff:
Linda Ripley

Staff:
Leon Hedberg

24

Staff:
John Berger

17

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

10

Staff:
Renee Peterson

3

Fri

9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Women’s Conference

& Evan

25 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Covenant Fishing
On Bear Lake in Barnum

& Evan

18 Pastor Wendy

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry

& Evan

11 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

Sat
4 Pastor Wendy

2017

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

