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Wilderness North
Prayer Retreat

January 2016

January 21-24, 2016

Register as soon as possible, only 7
cabins remain available.
COST: About $200 for weekend
The group will leave Thursday 9am
and return Sunday around 5pm..
Register by talking or leaving a note
with Pastor Todd.

Covenant Express

Page 2

Stewardship
November’s mortgage fund collected a total of $22,488.00! This amount will be used as
needed to assure our mortgage is paid through the next several months until we take up
then next collection in May of 2016. We will be sending to Covenant Properties the left
over of what we did not use last period. This will be $9817.50 paid directly to our
principle. That is exciting! We continue to be approximately short $200.00 weekly of the
full mortgage payments. I will be asking Covenant Properties to continue to allow us to
stay at our limited payments and continue to take the extra offerings, which show our
commitment to work toward full payments. All that being said; by taking these extra
offerings we in the long run are paying off our debt at an accelerated amount. We on the
committee will welcome more dialog about this as well as our proposed budget at our
upcoming annual meeting on the 17th of January. Also; I would encourage all to read the
annual report which will tell about the large sum we were able to place on our principal.
Sincerely,
Ginger Spiess, Stewardship Chairman
November 2015 Budget Report
November General Fund Income: $ 39,224.48
November General Fund Expenses: $ 37,736.07
November Monthly Budget: $ 40,907.67
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Nov 2015): $414,278.68

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Nov 2015): $407,875.50
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Nov 2015): $450,036.33

Thank you for your generosity!

Dear Family,
Words are hard to come by to describe the gratitude and joy we feel through the compassion
and generosity you have shown to us since the house fire. Even as I drove to the house that
Saturday afternoon, I told our Heavenly Father, “You gave us that house. It is Yours and You
are free to do with it as you please. It is okay.” Almost all stuff was lost, yet nothing was
lost. For we are well and what we had was not ours, we were only stewards of God’s stuff.
Thank you for taking care of us by blessing us with prayers, visits, letters, cards, questions,
clothes, coats, boots, hats, gloves, food, housing, gift cards, and money to buy what was
needed. You are God’s family and you are our family. Thank you for making us your family.
Todd, Jayne, Kayla, Nathan and Micah Van Zee
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY begins again in January.


Awana begins on Wednesday, January 6th for children ages 4-grade 5. The emphasis in on Scripture
memorization and talking the importance of living for Jesus daily, in all situations.



Covenant Kiddies (ages 4-2nd grade) & Covenant Kids (grades 3rd-5th) begins Sunday, January 10th. Sunday
morning focuses on the people of the Bible and how they walked in faith through many wonderful and
difficult situations.



Please check out the Children’s Ministry facebook at Moose Lake Covenant Kids or
www.facebook/CovKidz for more details.

PROVIDE, POSITIVE, PRODUCTIVE DISCIPLINE
For many parents, a common New Year’s resolution is to begin (or jumpstart) a discipline strategy that
actually works. No matter what method you choose, the desired result is the same: children who are
obedient, safe, and have begun to internalize right from wrong. The key to discipline, no matter a child’s
age or temperament, is understanding his or her heart. Look beyond the misbehavior and ask, “Why is my
child behaving this way?” Misbehavior is usually motivated by one of four things: a lack of attention, a need
for power, a desire for revenge, or a sense of failure. Once you’ve keyed in on the real problem, you can
provide logical consequences that lead to positive change.
There are four R’s of logical consequences:
 Related—keep the consequence directly related to the behavior;
 Respectful—enforce the consequence with dignity and respect;
 Reasonable—don’t just add punishment to make children feel bad; and
 Revealed—let children know in advance what the consequences are.
One “R” that’s tempting but harmful is rewards. Some experts suggest that bribing children to obey
actually hinders their ability to develop self-discipline because they aren’t
controlling their own behavior—someone else is.
This article comes from the January issue of Parenting Christian Kids Newsletter
published by Group Publishers, Inc. For the full newsletter there will be copies on the
Welcome Desk.
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Total Worship Team Training Workshop
brought to you by Deep Water Music

SAVE THE DATE! OPEN TO EVERYONE!!
EXCITING, INTERACTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT!
COST: FREE TO ALL WHO ATTEND ML COVENANT
DATE: SATURDAY, JANUARY 30TH
THIS IS ALSO GOING TO EXTEND INTO THE AFTERNOON WITH A SPECIAL SOUND TECH
TRAINING IN OUR NEW BOOTH!
STAYED TUNED FOR EXACT TIMES AS FURTHER DETAILS ARE WORKED OUT.

February 2016
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, January 25
2016 - A Bright New Year
Light Bulb Distribution
Sonshine Community Services (The Sonshine Shop oversight
committee) will be distributing LED light bulbs so that households can
save energy and money.
The distribution date will be Saturday, Jan. 9 (the same day as Ruby's Pantry) at the church starting
at 8:30 AM. The grant that financed this give-away was intended primarily for those living in the
City of Moose Lake. A committee spokesperson says: “This is a great opportunity for families to
reduce energy consumption and save money. We realize how important this is, especially for those
on a limited income. It is an exciting new development in helping families and individuals in the
community in a very practical way.”
There are no income guidelines for the distribution. Each household may receive a 4-pack of
“60-watt bulbs”, even though these bulbs take only 9 watts of energy. The bulbs give the same
number of lumens (light output) but at a far cheaper cost. The Sylvania 4-packs have a retail value
of at least $10 and each bulb should last for many years.
Please call Dick Gustafson (218) 330-3848 for more information.
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Youth Ministries
Wednesday Family Night Activities
● 5:30 Church Doors Open
● 5:45 - 6:15 Family Dinner served
● 6:00 Awana Registration
● 6:15- 6:30 Family Worship
● 6:30 - 8:00 Awana
● 6:30 - 8:00 Youth Group for students
☆ 6th - 8th grade
☆ 9th -12th grade
● 6:30 -8:00 Adult Classes

AWANA Clubs January Schedule
January 6 Regular AWANA Night
January 13 “Wear your PJ’s”/Movie night
January 20 Regular AWANA Night
January 27 Regular AWANA Night

RECHARGE EVENT
January 16, 2016 8:30am-4:00pm
“Recharge” is a one-day event for people who work with children and
youth in the church. This year the conference is on Saturday, January 16 at
Lakeview Covenant Church in Duluth.
The day is filled with worship, keynote speaker on our changing culture, workshops & time to be with others
who work with children & youth in churches throughout northern Minnesota. Please check out
www.ministryrecharge.com for more details.
Details:
 Conference is Saturday, January 16th from 8:30am to 4:00pm at Lakeview Covenant Church in Duluth.
 Find registration forms on Welcome Desk across from the gym. Please return forms and money to Pastor
Wendy as SOON AS POSSIBLE.
 Cost is $45.00 per person. The Church will cover $35.00 of the registration fee. That means your cost is
$10.00. The cost covers the workshops and food (lunch/snacks).
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FYI --

For Your Information!

Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, January 9 at 7:00 am
to register (distribution
8:30am), in the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am — 12:00 pm

New Website Design
Our church’s website,
mooselakecovenant.com
is being redesigned.
Hopefully it will be ready soon!
God’s Creation Calendars
Calendars are for sale at the
Welcome Desk for $8.00.

If you have any pictures of
the Van Zee family please
bring them in to the
church office and copies
will be made to help
replace the ones that were
lost in the fire.
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Women’s Ministries
NO
Mary Magdalene Fellowship
Potluck Breakfast
in January
Women’s Coffee Fellowship
NO Coffee Fellowship at
Kenwood Place in January
Women’s Game Night
NO Women’s Game Night in
January

Community MOMS
January 12 & 26
Please join us on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of this month as
we study together the book,
Desperate, Hope for the Mom
Who Needs to Breathe. Take a
look at what the ministry of
motherhood looks like through
God’s word and find hope and
fellowship with women who are
going through the same calling
as you are. From 10:00—11:30
am meet us in the East Room
for the DVD/book study. During
this time we will provide child
care. Then stay, fellowship and
pray with us in the gym until
1:30 pm. During this time NO
child care is provided and you
are free to leave whenever you
choose. We hope you will join
us. See you there!
email us at
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

TRIENNIAL XV
Plan now to attend this
amazing event! Triennial XV
will be in Kansas City MO July
28-31, 2016. You don’t want to
miss this awesome opportunity.
Check out
www.covchurch.org/triennial
to find out more information.
Covenant Quilters
Will be meeting every
Tuesday from 2:00-8:00 pm
downstairs.
Newcomers are always
welcome! Questions call
Teresa at 218-496-5735 or
Glenda at 218-658-4593

Covenant Women
Kitchen Team:
Thank You for all of your hard
work preparing the meal for
Scotty’s Funeral. Everything
was wonderful and we really
appreciate the time and
attention you spent on extra
details for us! We are truly
thankful for each of you and
the unique gifts you offer our
church family.
Love, Ame,
Kelly & family,
Randy & family

WOMEN’S STUDIES
(If you have any questions please
contact Pastor Wendy)

Bible Study Group is the
second & fourth Mondays of
the month at 1:30pm. Starting
Monday, January 11th, we will
begin a study on the book of
Acts. Acts is an extraordinary
work. In essence, it is the story
of transformed lives—and the
difference these lives made in
the world. Act is an important
book for us today because it
confirms that the power which
transformed the disciples’ lives
is the same power that can
transform our lives today! That
power is, of course, God Himself—coming to us through the
Holy Spirit. ALL WOMEN ARE
WELCOME! Come for the
study of Acts and stay for the
support and prayer.
Book Study Group is the first
& third Mondays of the month
at 4:00pm (Notice the time
change). We are reading and
discussing the book Gardening
Mercies by Laurie Ostby
Kehler. ALL WOMEN ARE
WELCOME! It is a great time
of talking about our faith and
prayer.

2016 Women’s Conference
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Friday-Saturday, April 1-2
Speaker this year will be
Pastor Pam Carlson

Covenant Express

Page 10

A Great New Camp Scholarship Fund-raiser
How would you like to help send kids to Covenant Park Bible Camp, where kids have the greatest week of
their summer and have the opportunity to begin or grow in their walk with Jesus? That prospect is coming to
you in January, and all you have to do is buy a product you use every week.
Kwik Trip corporation has offered the church the opportunity to earn 10% of every Kwik Trip “cash card” we
sell. Therefore, if you buy a Kwik Trip card at church (for instance a $50 card) you can use it just like cash at
ANY Kwik Trip station. By doing so, you have made a $5.00 contribution to send our church kids (Sunday
School, Awana kids, and friends of church members and friends) to camp. The card can be used for gas,
inside the store products (groceries, donuts, coffee, etc.), or anything but money orders. Buy $500 worth of
cards at church, and you will have contributed $50 to our camp scholarship fund. Buy one $20 card and you
will have contributed $2.00 to the camp fund. We encourage purchases of any size to make this project a
success. You do not have to spend the entire card at one time.
Personal example: My wife and I buy at least $25 worth of gas each week (often times, far more). If we use
Kwik Trip cards for 20 weeks, we will have allowed the church to receive $50.00 into its camp scholarship
fund. We belief firmly that Covenant Park is the place where the “harvest is great”, inviting children to make
a personal decision for Christ. While the church “prepares the soil” and introduces kids to the Savior, in the
wonderful atmosphere of Covenant Park, children often make life-time decisions. We don't have children or
grandchildren eligible for Covenant Park youth camps, but even if gas costs us a penny or two more per
gallon (although Kwik Trip is very competitive on price), it is worth it to us to help our church send its youth
to camp.
Can those “outside” of the church body buy these from us?? Absolutely, if they buy a $50 card, they get $50
worth of product for exactly the things they may need or want, and they will feel good about helping children
have a great week at camp.
Because this program is brand new to us, we'd like you to sign-up in January if you are willing to participate.
After a short time, we will make our initial purchase of cards and you can pay for them when they are received
and you can begin to use them at that time. (Paying in advance will help us fund the initial purchase, which
would be helpful.) The best deal with Kwik Trip is right now.....after a time, they will make the program
somewhat less attractive for the church and we may lose the great opportunity to fund raise that is available to
us now. If you have questions, or would like to sign-up, contact Dick Gustafson at 218-330-3848.

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Todd Van Zee,
Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2015 Church Council
Ginger Spiess, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Annette Anderson,
Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson,
co-chair

Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock
Ministry Resources Commission:
Mark Benoit
Stewardship Commission:
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Ann Jusczak

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids

31 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

26 Chris & Barb Tvrdik

Covenant Express Due

10:00 am—1:30 pm
Community MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

25 Brodie & Heather

24 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

Thompson & family

19 Peter & Sarah

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
4:00 pm Women’s Book Study

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids
1:00 pm Annual Meeting

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids

18 Lorraine Thompson

17 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

10:00 am—1:30 pm
Community MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

& family

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids
12:00 pm Confirmation

12 Bonnie Strauch

2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

5 Bob & Ginger Spiess

Tue

Tomczak & family

11 Ed & Pam Stone

10 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
4:00 pm Women’s Book Study
6:00 pm Commissions
7:15 pm Church Council

4 Evan & Wendy Sorvik

3 Pastor Todd, Jayne & family

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
NO Covenant Kids
6:30 pm Worship & Prayer

Mon

Sun

5:45 pm Family Supper
6:15 pm Family Worship
6:30-8:00 pm AWANA-Nursery
Youth Group-Adult Class

27 Ron & Ethel Tyson

5:00 pm SCS Board Meeting
5:45 pm Family Supper
6:15 pm Family Worship
6:30-8:00 pm AWANA-Nursery
Youth Group-Adult Class

& family

20 Roxy Thompson

5:45 pm Family Supper
6:15 pm Family Worship
6:30-8:00 pm AWANA-Nursery
Youth Group-Adult Class

Swanson

13 Buzz & Colleen

5:45 pm Family Supper
6:15 pm Family Worship
6:30-8:00 pm AWANA-Nursery
Youth Group-Adult Class

Stangeland & family

6 Justin & Amanda

Wed

In the Service:
Ross Degerstrom

22

2:00 pm Pantry
Meeting

Jesse Degerstrom

In the Service:
Jesse Zerwas

15 In the Service:

8

Jenny Orn

1 In the Service:

Fri

John Berger
9:30 am CPBC Annual
Meeting

23 Staff:

Lucia Carlson

16 Staff:

7:00 am Sonshine Pantry

Pastor Wendy

9 Staff:

Renee Peterson

2 Staff:

Sat

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA/Alanon

Van Zee & family

28 Todd & Jayne

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

In the Service:
Shelby Disterhaupt

29

Worship Training
Workshop—all day

Leon Hedberg

30 Staff:

———Prayer Retreat at Wilderness North—January 21-24——

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA/Alanon

Tiderman

21 Phil & Pat

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA/Alanon

Swanson

14 Chuck & Etta

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA/Alanon

Steffen

7 Mike & Ronna

Thu

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Moose Lake Covenant Church is about
Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

