Covenant Express
M oo se La ke Evan ge lic a l C o ve na n t Ch u rc h

WEEK of PRAYER
As we finish out our message series on Holy Habits, our
final habit is a commitment to prayer. Starting on
Monday, Feb 12th, we begin a week of prayer at MLC.
Join us during the week for these special events:
Morning Devo’s on Prayer Practices
Monday-Thursday at 9:am in the East Room at Church
Ash Wednesday Service February 14 at 7:15-7:45 pm
24 - hour Prayer Vigil
Friday, February 16 (noon) -Saturday, February 17 (noon)
Sign-up at the Welcome Desk… or
call/email Renee in the church office:
485-4800 or office@mooselakecovenant.com
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EVENING SCHEDULE
5:30 - Valentine’s Day Dinner
Bring the whole family out for a special dinner
on this day of LOVE. ALL are welcome!
6:15 - Awana & Youth will gather for a shortened
evening of events. Adults will gather for a few
games and laughter.
7:15 - Ash Wednesday Service
All are invited to come to the Sanctuary to learn a
about Ash Wednesday as we begin this journey to
Easter! Music will be sung by our Awana Children.

We hope you will join us
on February 14th!!
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The Spring session of LIFE Groups are getting off the ground… Are you
ready to dive deeper in your relationship with Christ… and with others
here at MLC? Our LIFE Groups will provide an opportunity to do just
that! We have a three-fold purpose for our LIFE Groups… Gather
together with other believers, Grow in your faith with Jesus Christ, and
Go into the community and serve. Our LIFE Groups will run during the
Spring and Fall seasons… This year our Spring groups will run through
the middle of May. Here are the offerings available…
We hope you will join us!

NEW THIS SPRING - SUNDAY NIGHT OUT! (Childcare Provided…)
5:30 dinner - 6:15 classes begin
Classes Offered
Alpha - a great study of the basics of Christianity - All are welcome!
Marriage Course - the Alpha organization has put together a 7 week program to deepen relationships
in the marriage by creating a safe place for you and your spouse to really talk about life together.
Bible Study - led by Jim Sandstrom - “Finding Christ in the Old Testament” - On the road to Emmaus,
Jesus revealed Himself to two men using only the Old Testament Scriptures. But as New Testament
believers, we often lose sight of Jesus Christ as the pre-existent Lord God, and also that He is the
fulfillment of all OT prophecy. You will gain new appreciation for the unity of the Old & New
Testaments, and for the oneness of the Son, the Father, and the Holy Spirit.

Other OPEN GROUPS
Monday Afternoon - 1:30pm - Women’s Bible Study - TITUS (East Room)
Tuesday Morning 6-7AM - Men’s Group (East Room)
Tuesday (2nd & 4th) - 10:00am - M.O.M.S. Group (East Room)
Wednesday Night Study - 6:15? - led by Pastor David Nelson (East Room)

HOME Groups are also continuing this Spring!
A Home Group is a group of adults that meets weekly (or bi-weekly) in a home. The group will decide
together what to study… it’s usually a book of the Bible together, a current Christian book, or they will tackle
a current topic of interest. If you’d like to join a Home Group - contact Pastor Barry - and we will find a place
for you to fit in.
LIFE IS BETTER TOGETHER
Join a LIFE Group today!
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CHIC FUNDRAISER
BUTTER BRAID
FROZEN PASTRIES
Aaron Daoust, Ke’yonte Hayes and Coriella Sheetz are the
3 youth from our church that will be going to CHIC in July.
They will have a table set up by the gym between services
for you to place your order.

HELP WANTED
The Prison Ministry is
looking for people to help
with Alpha at CIP in
Willow River on Tuesday
nights. Contact Charlie
Cluka for more information 218-390-5251.

Sales will be open from February 4-25. Delivery will be the
week of March12th, in time for Easter.

MEN’S CARDIAC GROUP
The MLECC Men's Cardiac group meets at the MLECC Gym on Friday mornings at 6:00am until
7:00am and play "organized" sports. In the past we have played floor hockey, ultimate football,
Olympic handball, basketball, volleyball, pickleball, and many others. We are not "hardcore"
athletes, just a group of guys looking to get together to have fun, get healthy, and get our heart
rates going. Feel free to tell and invite other men in the area! If you are interested and are a
man in high school or older, please contact Steve Devine-Jelinski via email at
devinejelinski1@gmail.com to find out more.
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A Church Moving Forward!
The Chairman had started to write an article for the Covenant Express after returning from a trip to Canada to see the
Baby Alma. He was going to comment on how Mrs. Chairman has it so they arrive to the airports as early as Steve
Gerdes arrives to Worship team practices. So he had plenty of time to wait for their flights. The Chairman was going to
comment on his observations of men talking on their cell phones oblivious to the hundreds of other fliers in the area who
could hear their conversation.
But then we had our Annual meeting.
After the meeting the Chairman traveled west to his farm in Silver Township. He then decided to go out for a long walk
and as he wandered aimlessly around the neighborhood he reflected on what had taken place at the meeting.
Sunday, January 28th was a good day! Even during the Worship Services, the newly formed comedy team of Anthony
and Sorvik were in fine form testing new material on the congregation. As Mrs. Chairman would say, if you laugh, it only
encourages them.
After the Worship services, the congregation gathered in mass to enjoy the food that many had brought to share. For
some who are sensitive, like the Chairman, there was a bit of sadness as they saw Jim Bell heading off to the “Big
House” to serve his community at work, rather than stay and enjoy the dinner. Thanks Jim for your service! (For those
who don’t know Jim, this is sacrificial giving.)
Even the 31 Bags lady (Christine Wipson) had to miss the meeting in order to participate in a mission project with her
daughters. Christine was apologetic to the Chairman that she had to miss the meeting. But as a result of not being at the
meeting, the Chairman mentioned 31 Bags and there are now some people wanting to purchase a bag as part of a youth
fundraiser if the opportunity arises.
And there were others who were still suffering from the Viking flu and just needed their time alone as they recover.
The Chairman was thankful that Gary and Carol Rock had delayed their travel south for a day, so they would be able
attend the meeting. They were heading south on Monday to join our other members and friends who are protecting the
Minnesota border by staying in 60 degree or higher weather. We aren’t sure what they are doing but we are thankful for
their service as they spend time in Arizona, Texas and Florida. The Chairman is sure that they are just waiting to come
back here to find out what the congregation voted them to do this summer!
So, this report is being written for the men and women who were unable to be at the meeting due to their other important
commitments, trials or those who have an “attending meeting” allergy.
Attendance at this Annual meeting was one of the largest in recent memory. Of course, the Chairman doesn’t have a
good memory but others also said that it was a large turnout. Even Pastor Barry said it was the largest turnout for an
annual meeting at Moose Lake that he had ever seen. The representation of the congregation was wide-spread both in
age, height, weight and length of time at the church. The Chairman was encouraged by all who were in attendance for
the first time. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend.
The Chairman began the meeting with a review of the past forty years of change with some historical pictures of the
church, representing the changes that the congregation has gone through. The theme was “What decisions will we make
that will affect the future?” Pastor Barry then led the church in devotions and the meeting was off and running.
Continued on next page….
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A highlight for the Chairman was the Special Panel, which consisted of Sue Schwarzbauer sharing about Wednesday
night suppers, John Berger sharing about prison ministry, and Patty Lund talking about serving lunches at funerals. Patty
also confirmed that Men are welcome to assist with the lunches, but the Chairman understood that Men would be at “Entry
level” positions and not in charge. Ken Entner spoke about the work of the Sonshine Furniture store and told a story of
God working through a pink gas stove. Sadie Devine-Jelinski shared her experience on the Pastoral Search committee
and the impact the process had on her life. Representing all the new people at the church, Mark Magdziarz shared how
the church had positively impacted his and Melissa’s lives. Many in the congregation were encouraged by these
presentations and have expressed their appreciation of the opportunity to listen to these stories.
Highlights of the reports of the Pastors and Commissions -Pastor Barry talked about the new Life Group opportunities that will be occurring on Sunday nights, beginning February
11th. There will be a meal provided as well as child care. The highly recommended Alpha class, which provides basic
Christian beliefs for you, will again be offered. Brought back by popular demand, Jim Sandstrom will be leading a Bible
Study class, while the Anthony’s and Quittem’s will lead a Marriage class (sounds like something for everybody).
Mark Anderson spoke about the need to replace the roof in the next few years and the quote of $42,000 for the project
when it’s done.
The question of “Paying down the Mortgage” earlier was discussed. There were many different ideas and questions
thrown out by the congregation such as fund raising. A five year payoff time table was suggested by Phil Carlson, who
was able to show his humor at the expense of the Chairman. For some reason, this humor was appreciated by many who
were in attendance. At the end, the consensus was that we would pray about the paying down the mortgage, looking
forward for further direction.
Karen Anderson, Lee Anderson, David Nelson, and Kevin Russeth were voted to serve on the Sonshine Community
Services Board.
Brad Ramberg presented the proposed budget which the congregation voted unanimously to support.
Keith Haglund presented this year’s ballot. Doug Alberg will now serve on the Adult Commission and Erin Olson will serve
as Council secretary. Mark Carlson, Brad Ramberg, Kat Fjsone and Marilyn Cluka were voted to continue to serve in their
respective roles.
The meeting was adjourned and many stayed and visited each other, grateful for the opportunity to connect with people
who attend another Worship Service.
As the Chairman ended his walk that afternoon, he wanted the congregation to know that he would appreciate hearing
from those in attendance. The Chairman would like feedback as to what you appreciated or would like changed regarding
the Annual meeting.
If you wish to send a comment, please send your feedback to The Chairman at malacarlson@gmail.com . The information
will be shared with the 2018 Council as we work through the coming year and meet again in 2019.
Thank you for making the 2018 meeting a Great Meeting!
Mark Carlson
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Women’s Ministries
M.O.M.S GROUP
February 13 & 27
MOMS meets on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of the month at
10:00am to 11:30am in the
East Room. We meet to study
God’s word, for prayer and
support. At this time we are
doing a study on Ruth. WE
ARE IN NEED OF A PERSON
TO HELP WITH NURSERY
FEBRUARY 13TH. OUR
NORMAL NURSERY
PERSON WILL BE OUT OF
TOWN. PLEASE CONTACT
PASTOR WENDY IF YOU
CAN HELP ON THESE TWO
TUESDAY. IT IS A GREAT
MINISTRY TO OUR
CHILDREN AND OUR MOMS

Sunday Morning Coffee
Looking for ladies to serve on
Sunday mornings. If you have
any questions of what this
might involve talk to Patty
Lund or Annette Anderson.
Otherwise sign up on the
sheet on the Welcome Desk.
Thank you for your help.

Monday Afternoon
Women’s Bible Study
WOMEN OF ALL AGES
ARE INVITED
MONDAYS AT 1:30 PM IN THE
EAST ROOM
We are in the middle on the
study on the book of Titus.
This is a six week Bible/DVD
study with Chip Ingram who
unpacks the book of Titus. He
challenges us to display the
gospel in our lives through doing
good. We do good works not to
earn God’s favor, but as a
result of God’s favor. When
the gospel has truly taken root
in our lives, it produces the
fruit of godliness. As we pass
these things on to future
generations, the church stands
in bright contrast to the
darkness of the world.

“COME AS YOU ARE”
Women’s Coffee on
Saturday, Feb 17 at 9:00am
in the back room of Lazy Moose
Restaurant in Moose Lake. This
will be a casual time just to come
together and connect with each
other. Some people have even
talked about coming in their
pajamas. Women of all ages are
invited to this gathering.
Please invite a friend.
Other “Come As You Are”
Saturdays are March 10th,
April 21st and May 12th. If you
have questions please contact
Pastor Wendy.

COVENANT QUILTERS
All women are invited to join us at
Quilting on Tuesdays from
2:00 – 8:00 pm (we sometimes
quit early!). We meet every
week, unless the weather is bad!
If you’ve ever thought about
coming, or would like to learn
about quilting, please join us!
We have equipment and we will
teach you. We make several
quilts every year for Teen
Challenge, new babies, and other
projects or needs.
Any questions contact Glenda
Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.

Dress a Girl Around
the World
Our local group of Dress a Girl
Around the World will now be
meeting monthly, in
concurrence with the
Covenant Quilters, on the first
Tuesday of each month,
2:00-8:00 pm. Anyone
interested in joining us to
make cute dresses for
deserving girls is most
certainly welcome to join us.
Questions please call Debbie
Gustafson 485-4373.

Covenant Express

Page 8

Walk New Ground

June, July, and August……
They will be here before you know it!!
Camp registration is NOW OPEN!! Do you want your kids to “Walk New Ground” with the Lord?? I know that’s my
continual prayer for my kids!! Get the dates on the calendar NOW for camp at Covenant Park Bible Camp!! Where
Friend meets Friend, and both meet GOD!!
We are so very fortunate to have a great camp so close to home!
Here’s some ways to get involved NOW……..
Grab a brochure by the elevator, review and sign up BY APRIL 1 for early bird DISCOUNT
Put camp work dates on your calendar NOW….May 5 & May 19 from 9-3 (lunch is provided)
Invite a friend to camp, it WILL BE a great week for them as they learn to “Walk New Ground” in their
relationship with Christ.
Keep your eyes/ears and calendars open for dates for our church FAMILY CAMP
Be in prayer for OUR camp – for staff preparing for camp, campers, and the Holy Spirit to begin preparing hearts
Please get in touch with me if you have further questions regarding camp!
Lori Orn
Camp Captain

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Young ladies and men of our church who are
out of high school there is a Young Adult Group
meeting on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm in the
CE Building. For more information contact
Layne Johnson 252-626-6063 or Kristine Salzer
218-380-0304.
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Retreats
Spring Craft and Quilt Retreat May 1-6
Women’s Retreat
Senior High Retreat

Schedule 2018

Junior/Senior High 1

$305

Entering Grades 7-Grad

June 24-29 (Sunday-Friday)

Mini Camp

$315

Entering Grades 2-4

July 6-8 (Friday-Sunday) $175

Trailblazer 2

Entering Grades 4-6

July 9-13 (Monday-Friday)

Adventure Camp 1

$305

Entering Grades 7-9

July 9-12 (Monday-Thursday)

Adventure Camp 2

$190
Entering Grades 4-6

July 16-18 (Monday-Wednesday) $150

Junior High 2 Entering Grades 7-9
July 22-27 (Sunday-Friday)

Senior High 2

$315

Entering Grades 10-12

July 29-August 3 (Sunday-Friday)

Day Camp

$335

Entering Grades 1-3

August 6,7,8,9 (Monday-Thursday)

$45/day

Superior Hiking Trial Backpacking Trip
Entering Grades 7-Grad

August 9-13 (Thursday-Monday)

Sept 21-23

Fall Quilt and Craft Retreat

Entering Grades 4-6

June 18-22 (Monday-Friday)

October 5-7

College and Young Adult

Work Days
May 5 and 19. 9am-3pm.
Trailblazer 1

September 14-16

$315

Watch for Fall Fundraiser Date in October 2018!

TBD

Discounts for
Summer Youth Camp
The Early Bird: If postmarked by April 1,
receive $20 off registration fee. Not
applicable for Mini, Day or
Adventure Camps.
The Family: If more than one child in the
same household attends any camp, first
child pays full price, any additional
children receive $10 off.
Bring a Friend: Bring a friend who has never
attended a CPBC camp before and both will
receive a camp merchandise gift. Bring 2
friends who have never been to CPBC before
and all 3 will receive gift and you will go to
camp 50% off. Bring 3 friends who have
never attended a CPBC camp and all 4 will
receive gift, and your camp week is free!
*Friends must all attend the same camp. Be
sure to list names in the “bring a friend” spot
on your registration.
CHIC Year Highschool Volunteer Program:
Volunteer for 2 or more camp weeks this
summer and receive 10% off your camper
fee for SR High 2 or the Backpacking Trip.
Must apply and be approved for volunteer
positions to receive discount. Positions are
filled based in part on date applications are
received. Discount applicable on 1 week of
camp only. Discount will be applied following 2 weeks of volunteer work.
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December 2017 Budget Report
General Fund Income: $ 53,403.45
General Fund Expenses: $ 43,914.08
Monthly Budget: $ 38,797.00
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Dec 2017): $404,763.98

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Dec 2017): $463,869.21
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Dec 2017): $465,559.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Barry Anthony,
Senior Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
Steve Devine-Jelinski, Treasurer

2018 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Brad Ramberg, Vice Chair
Erin Olson, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
Doug Alberg
Youth Ministries Commission:
Kristine Salzer
Children Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Evangelism/Outreach:
April Alberg

Ministry Resources Commission:
Mark Anderson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting
6:30 pm Young Adults Group

26 Rosanna Bronczyk

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-7:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:30 pm Young Adults Group

25 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

Covenant Express DUE

19 Asa & Joyce Bratsch

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids

9:00 am Morning Devotionals
10:00 am Sanctuary Redo
1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-7:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:30 pm Young Adults Group

18 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
6:30 pm Sunday Night Worship

& family

12 Bryce & Julie Bogenholm 13 Jerry Bogenholm

11 Pastor Barry & Barbara

6:00 am Men’s Group
10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

27 Phyllis Brooks

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council

& family

20 Steve & Amanda Bridge

6:00 Men’s Group
9:00 am Morning Devotionals
10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters &
DAGATW
4:30 pm Praying for Our Church

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:00-7:00 pm Shooting Stars
6:30 pm Young Adults Group

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kiddies & Kids
5:00 pm Super Bowl Party

6 Craig & Denise Berg

Tue

5 Mark Benoit & Joseph

Mon

4 Pastor Barry & Barbara

Sun

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

28 Lorraine Brown

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

21 Paul & Kris Brigan

9:00 am Morning Devos
5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

14 Doris Booker

5:30 pm Supper
6:15-7:45 pm Wednesday
Night Activities

7 John & Ida Berger

Wed

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

4:00 pm WC Meeting
5:00 pm Volleyball
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Ross Degerstrom

22 In the Service:

9:00 am Morning Devos
5:00 pm Volleyball
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Andrew Babbini

15 In the Service:

5:00 pm Volleyball
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Joshua Steffen

8 In the Service:

5:00 pm Volleyball
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Keith Newman

1 In the Service:

Thu

Staff:
Linda Ripley

Staff:
Renee Peterson

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

6:00 am Men’s Cardiac

Staff:
Steve Devine-Jelinski

23

12:00 pm Start of 24 hr
Prayer Vigil

6:00 am Men’s Cardiac

16

6:00 am Men’s Cardiac

9

6:00 am Men’s Cardiac

2

Fri

Family Fun Night

& Evan

24 Pastor Wendy

12:00 pm End of 24 hr
Prayer Vigil

& Evan

17 Pastor Wendy

8:30-4:15 RECHARGE
Conference in Duluth

& Evan

10 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

3 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

