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Treasurer’s Truth or Chairman’s Dare
Let’s make it a
December Christmas Challenge!!
On the last Sunday of November, the Old Chairman had put the final touches on his most recent
Council meeting email update. The update would inform the congregation as to the financial deficit
that the congregation was facing for the current year and the impact it would have on the upcoming
2019 budget.
The Chairman had attended the Early Bird service on Sunday, but was around for the kickoff of the
more popular 10:15 am service. The Chairman was encouraged to see the popular service filled
with a large number of young families and the growth that has been taking place at the church. The
Chairman appreciated that Jack and Albert had each brought their parents to the Early Bird service,
so the young family population was also represented at that service. The Chairman thought about
the positive changes that have been occurring at the church in 2018. Later in the evening, while the
Chairman watched another kickoff, he was reminded how we need to be focused on eternity and not
just today. Mrs. Chairman informed him of a 42 year old young man who had died, who was close
friends to some of the Chairman’s “day job” employees.
On Monday, the Chairman arrived to a somber work site and listened to more of the details of the
young man’s death. The Chairman also heard that the funeral was going to held at our church this
coming Friday. This would be the second week in a row that our church would host a community
funeral. The Chairman thought about how many people were going to experience the gift that this
congregation has provided to the community through sacrificial giving. (Thank you, Covenant
Church people!!)
The Chairman moved forward with his day and later received a text from the Church Secretary with
Sunday’s offering. It was good news on a somber day. Later, the Chairman’s phone buzzed while
he was driving down I-35. The Chairman tried to get his phone out of his pocket but couldn’t get it
out on time. He saw it was a call from Ministry Resources Mark. The Chairman called MR Mark,
and MR Mark asked if the Chairman could meet MR Mark at the church to discuss a situation. The
Chairman’s vital signs started to rise as his Chairman PTSD kicked in as he drove down I-35. You
see, many times, when he is asked to meet at the Church for a situation, it hasn’t always been for a
positive “kumbaya” experience. The Chairman being the consummate professional (unpaid) said he
would meet MR Mark at the church after his (paid) day job had ended.
When the Chairman arrived to the church, MR Mark took the Chairman to an undisclosed place
where the church’s safe is kept that stores church paperwork and monies before being deposited in
the bank. MR Mark explained that there was an envelope with money in the safe that he had
discovered while looking for insurance papers. MR Mark began talking about former long term
money counters Rick Peterson and Denny Piilola as he talked about the money. MR Mark also has
signs of PTSD. This came from a previous experience he had with an envelope with money in
exploding with purple dust when the local police had planted an envelope trying to catch a thief. If
interested, MR Mark can fill you in on that story. From all accounts, MR Mark was innocent.
Continues on next page
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What MR Mark found in the safe was an envelope containing 25 crisp $100 bills. That totals $2500
at most banks. The money had been sitting in the envelope for the past 5 years as it was the last
payment for the house that had been purchased and moved from our parking lot located directly
across from the main entrance to the church. The correct documentation was there but, apparently,
the envelope had been sitting under a pile of documents in the safe and had not been deposited into
the bank.
The Chairman thought to himself, “Good offering and now unexpected money showing up.” It
reminded him of a Gary Rock story from years before during the “Upon this Hill” fund drive when
unexpected money showed up for Gary as he sacrificially gave to the fund.
Later that afternoon, Treasurer Steve and the Chairman were discussing the latest Sunday offering
and the unexpected money showing up and the blessings of God. They discussed where finances
were currently at for the church. Treasurer Steve said that if the congregation would give $70,000 in
December, the church would be caught up with the 2018 finances and all the bills and obligations
would be paid. So the Chairman said to the Treasurer, if that’s true, let’s tell the congregation. In
2018, Sunday morning offerings have averaged about $35,000 a month. So, in reality, an additional
$35,000 would need to be given along with what you usually give a month or an average $14,000
each of the five December Sundays.
So our DECEMBER CHALLENGE for us is to give $70,000 this month as our tithes and offerings.
If this challenge is met, 2018 will be the first full year, over the past five years, that our church has
been fully staffed and been able to make full mortgage payments.

Are you willing to be part of this $70,000 challenge?
Let us believe together that this challenge can be met by our congregation in December.
Praying for us to meet the challenge!
Chairman Mark
December Sermon Series - “Home for Christmas”
December Dates to remember
Sunday, December 2 - Worship Services
Sunday, December 9 - Worship Services
Sunday, December 9 - Sunday evening Worship service- Advent theme
Monday, December 10 - Special Council 2019 Budget planning meeting
Saturday, December 15 - Christmas Caroling at the City Park
Sunday, December 16 - Christmas Carols and Children’s program at Worship Services
Sunday, December 23 - Worship Services
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services- 4:00pm and 5:30pm
Sunday, December 30 - Worship Services
Monday, December 31 - Last day to give a financial gift for 2018

MOOSE LAKE OVENANT CHURCH

Page 4

Our prayer is that every child who enters the doors of
Moose Lake Covenant Church will:


Experience God’s love.



Hear and respond to the good news of Jesus Christ.



Live for Jesus by


Growing in their faith.



Reaching out to others.

Through the transforming Word of God and the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Nursery:


Is for newborns to 3 years old.



Is located across from gym.



Is offered


Sunday mornings during the 8:30am & 10:15am worship services.



Wednesday nights at 6:15pm for leaders and people attending adult classes.

Sunday Mornings


Nursery (infants to 3 year olds).



Covenant Kids (children ages 4 to 6th grade come with parents to

worship service and then are dismissed before sermon at the 10:15am
Worship Service.)

Wednesday Nights:


Meal is served from 5:30-6:00pm.



Nursery (infants to 3 year olds)



KIDZ CONNECTION





KIDZ CONNECTION (ages 3 to entering 6th grade)



This is great time to connect to God, to connect to each other and to connect
to the world around us.

Topic for the Fall 2018: “The Hunt for Wisdom” (James 1:5a)
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Children's Christmas Program
Sunday, December 16
at both Services
The children will be sharing the
“GOOD NEWS” of Jesus’ birth
Rehearsals on Sundays Dec 2 & 9 will be during
the whole 10:15 am Service.
Saturday, Dec 15 from 9:00-11:00 am

We would love to bless our community with
an old fashioned gathering on Dec. 15 @
Moose Lake City Park Pavilion. We will
have a fire going in the fireplace, caroling,
and cookies and hot cider. Please consider
making some extra cookies for this event
and purchase an extra gallon of cider to
donate. Cookies can be wrapped or packaged for freezing, labeled for “caroling”
and put in the freezer at church (please be
sure they are in something to protect them
in the freezer). Cider can be dropped off
and labeled for “caroling” as well. We are
also looking for a few people to help setup
on Dec. 15 and serve/mingle with the community. Please contact Lori Orn with
questions, or to let her know you are able
to help. 218-310-3281.......Looking forward
to serving our community together.
January 2019
Covenant Express
&
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, December 24
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Women’s Ministries
M.O.M.S GROUP
December 11
Our heart is to provide warm,
welcoming, safe place for moms
to share and grow together. We
are a community group, inviting
ALL moms in ur area to join us as
we journey through this time of
mothering. MOMS Group meets
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each
month from 10:00-11:30 am at
Moose Lake Covenant Church.
Child Care is provided! There
are separate infant/toddler nurseries, as well as groups for preschool age and elementary age
children. DATES for MOMS
2018-2019 are: Oct 9 & 23, Nov
13, Dec 11, Jan 8 & 22, Feb 12 &
26, Mar 12 & 26, April 9 & 23 and
May 14. This year the MOMS will
be studying the book “UNIVITED:
Living Loved When You Feel
Less Tan, Left Out and Lonely”
by Lysa TerKeurst. If you have
questions please contact Pastor
Wendy at 218-485-4800.

“COME AS YOU ARE”
Women’s Coffee
Saturday, Dec 8 at 9:00 am
The back room of Lazy Moose
Restaurant. This is a casual time
just to come together and
connect with each other. Women
of all ages are invited to this
gathering. Please invite a friend.
If you have questions please
contact Pastor Wendy.

Monday Afternoon
Women’s Bible Study
This group meets every Monday
afternoon at 1:30pm in the East
Room at church. This is a time for
Bible study and prayer. WOMEN OF
ALL AGES ARE INVITED!
Book Study “UNINVITED: Living
Loved, When You Feel Less Than,
Left Out, and Lonely” by Lysa
TerKeurst. The enemy wants us to
feel rejected. . .left out, lonely and
less than. In “Uninvited”, Lysa share
her own deeply personal experiences
of rejection. She leans in to honestly
examine the roots of rejections, as
well as rejection’s ability to poison
relationships from the inside out,
including our relationship with God.
With biblical depth, gut-honest
vulnerability, and refreshing wit, Lysa
will help you:
 Stop feeling left out by believing
that even when you are overlooked by others you are handpicked by God.
 Change your tendency to either
fall apart or control the actions of
others by embracing Godhonoring ways to process your
hurt.
 Know exactly what to pray for to
steady your soul and restore your
confidence in the midst of
rejection.
 Overcome the two core fears that
feed your insecurities by understanding the secret of belonging.

COVENANT QUILTERS
All women are invited to join us at
Quilting on Tuesdays from
2:00 – 8:00 pm (we sometimes
quit early!). We meet every
week, unless the weather is bad!
If you’ve ever thought about
coming, or would like to learn
about quilting, please join us!
We have equipment and we will
teach you. We make several
quilts every year for Teen
Challenge, new babies, and other
projects or needs.
Any questions contact Glenda
Eschenbach at 218-658-4593.

Dress a Girl Around
the World
Our local group of Dress a Girl
Around the World will now be
meeting monthly, in
concurrence with the
Covenant Quilters, on the first
Tuesday of each month,
2:00-8:00 pm. Anyone
interested in joining us to
make cute dresses for
deserving girls is most
certainly welcome to join us.
Questions please call Debbie
Gustafson 485-4373.

Sunday Morning Coffee
Would you like to help serve
Sunday Morning Coffee?
Sign up sheet on the Welcome
Desk or talk to Patty Lund or
Annette Anderson
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General Fund Income: $ 36,733.55
General Fund Expenses: $ 33,307.09
Monthly Budget: $ 42,312.62
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—Oct 2018): $346,922.58
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A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—Oct 2018): $397,162.16
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—Oct 2018): $423,126.20

Thank you for your generosity!
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Wilderness North Prayer Retreat
January 17th-20th, 2019
If you would like some quiet time with God, then join us as we travel
to Brimson, MN, just a few miles west of Two Harbors. There you will
find your rustic cabin awaiting you in the midst of a northeastern
Minnesota wilderness.
Two meals per day are cooked with love and served with kindness to
us by Eric and Lynn, the caretakers of Wilderness North. We visit
one another for meals (or you can have a cheese and cracker basket
brought to you at your cabin if you prefer to be alone)—take hikes,
snowshoe or ski either alone or with others, whatever you prefer—
stoke the wood stove in our individual cabins— and spend time with
God in prayer, His word and/or a book of your choosing.
The cost for 3 nights lodging and 6 meals (Thursday night dinner, 2
meals on Friday & Saturday and lunch on Sunday) is about $200 for
one person. The cost only increases slightly
for couples, as you pay $8 per meal. The lodging price is the same for single or couples.
The team will leave Thursday morning at 9 am
from the church and return Sunday afternoon around 3pm.
A $50 deposit is needed by January 1st to
secure the January weekend dates for us.
You can find a postcard at the Welcome Desk,
complete it and put it in Linda Ripley’s box. If
you have questions, you can contact Linda at
218-384-1401.

Space is limited, so sign up soon!

Lake of the Woods Ice Fishing Trip
Sunday, December 30—Tuesday, January 1
Cost is about $50.00 a person
Contact Scott Salzer with questions 218-940-7513
There will be an informational meeting after the
2nd service on Sunday, Dec 9, all interested
please attend
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Save the Date!
th

For our 10 Anniversary of our Women’s Conference
on Saturday, February 23, 2019!
We will have real people sharing from their real lives about God’s real love! Barbara
Anthony, Kristin Edmond (who was one of those who started the women’s conference 10
years ago) and Christine Wipson will be our speakers. Our Worship Team will be made up
of Amy Roper and friends, giving our own worship ladies a chance to just enjoy the conference this year! We will have a Pre-Conference Worship evening on Friday, February 22 at
7:00 pm to help us prepare our hearts for the conference on Saturday.
As we celebrate this special year, we are offering a $10 Registration Fee by February 10 th.
$10 by the 10th for the 10th year! After that date, the fee will be $20 ($15 for ages 15-18).
Registration will be open AFTER Christmas!!
Also, this year, we are hoping to provide Child Care for those who need it in order to attend!
More on that at a later time. If you would like to help with this, please let Christine Wipson
know.
If anyone would like to be a Sponsor for the Conference – either personally or from your
business – we would welcome that and will include your name in the Thank You’s on the
program. Any amount that is given will be used to help keep our costs down, enabling more
women to come and hear what God has done and is doing in people’s lives! Contact Lucy
Carlson if interested in being a Sponsor, or with any questions about the conference.

Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Barry Anthony,
Senior Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
Steve Devine-Jelinski, Treasurer

2018 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Brad Ramberg, Vice Chair
Erin Olson, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
Doug Alberg
Youth Ministries Commission:
Kristine Salzer
Children Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Evangelism/Outreach:
April Alberg

Ministry Resources Commission:
Mark Anderson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

10 Ethel Tyson

4:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:30-7:00 pm Shooting Stars

17 Dawn Westerberg

9 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 &10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids
6:00 pm Sunday Night Worship

16 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 &10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym

30 Pastor Barry & Barbara

8:30 &10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym

23 Pastor Barry & Barbara

31 Lee & Karen Anderson

4:00 & 5:30 pm
Christmas Eve Services

Wittnebel & family

24 Lance & Amy

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
4:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:30-7:00 pm Shooting Stars

& Jon Hulett

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
4:00-8:00 pm Deepwater
4:30-7:00 pm Shooting Stars

8:30 &10:15 am Worship Services
& Children’s Christmas Program
9:45 am Coffee in gym

3 Chuck & Etta Swanson

8:30 &10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Covenant Kids

Mon

2 Pastor Barry & Barbara

Sun

& family

25 Doug & April Alberg

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:00-7:00 pm Deepwater
4:30 pm Praying
4:45-5:30 pm Karate
5:30-6:30 pm Volleyball
6:00 pm Commissions
7:00 pm Church Council

Westerberg

18 Walt & Shirley

6:00 am Men’s Group
10:00-11:30 am MOMS
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:00-7:00 pm Deepwater
4:30 pm Praying
4:45-5:30 pm Karate
5:30-6:30pm Volleyball

Warbalow & family

11 Kevin & Roxy

6:00 am Men’s Group
2:00-8:00 pm Cov Quilters
4:00-7:00 pm Deepwater
4:30 pm Praying
4:45-5:30 pm Karate
5:30-6:30 pm Volleyball

Thompson & family

4 Peter & Sarah

Tue

NO Wednesday Night
Activities

26 Annette Anderson

5:30 pm Supper
6:00 pm Youth
6:15-7:45 pm Adult &
Kidz Connection

Wipson & family

19 Steve & Christine

5:30 pm Supper
6:00 pm Youth
6:15-7:45 pm Adult &
Kidz Connection

Warner

12 David & Deryn

5:30 pm Supper
6:00 pm Youth
6:15-7:45 pm Adult &
Kidz Connection

& family

5 Chris & Barb Tvrdik

Wed

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Clark Eggen

27 In the Service:

4:45-5:30 pm Karate
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Ross Degerstrom

20 In the Service:

4:45-5:30 pm Karate
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Andrew Babbini

13 In the Service:

4:45-5:30 pm Karate
6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

Joshua Steffen

6 In the Service:

Thu

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

Staff:
Linda Ripley

28

Staff:
Steve Devine-Jelinski

21

Staff:
Lucia Carlson

Staff:
Renee Peterson

14

7

Fri

& Evan

& Evan

29 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

22 Pastor Wendy

9:00-11:00 am Rehearsal
For Christmas Program
3:30-6:00 pm Caroling
At the Park

15 Pastor Wendy

9:00 am “Come As You
Are” Women’s Coffee

& Evan

8 Pastor Wendy

& Evan

1 Pastor Wendy

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

