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A Message From Pastor Rick Carlson
There is something very exciting about being the new shepherd in town. First,
you get to meet lots of nice, new friends. Second, you get to worship and
grow in Christ with these friends. By the grace and mercy of God, together we
will find the green pastures of God’s Word and quiet waters of His Spirit. I
know that Pastor Todd cared for this congregation very well over the last two
decades and has been an excellent shepherd. My prayer is that we will
continue to grow deeper in Christ and further in mission during this transition
period before the new permanent pastor arrives.
I have been a “Covenanter” all of my life. My father was a Covenant Pastor and as a family we served
churches in Iowa, California and Washington state. After college I started a traveling music ministry called,
“Covenant Heartsong.” The group traveled to Covenant churches doing music and youth ministry events. The
next 15 years I worked professionally as a music and video producer. Some of the projects I worked on was as
the main stage producer for CHIC (12 years), the Covenant Midwinter Conference and Annual Meeting, and a
children’s Christian video series called, “Quigley’s Village.” I really loved playing the lead character, Mr.
Quigley.
In my early 40s, I was called into pastoral ministry. I have served two Covenant Churches as Lead Pastor,
Roseville Covenant Church in Roseville, Minnesota, (where I was privileged to serve on staff with Rollie
Mossberg, a son of Moose Lake), Faith Covenant Church in St. Petersburg, Florida and as Interim Pastor of
First Covenant Church in Red Wing, Minnesota. I also served as the President of Ocean City Tabernacle in
Ocean City, New Jersey.
My wife, Pat works as a concierge at Lakeview Hospital in Stillwater. We have two grown children, our son,
Kyle, daughter, Kelsey and her husband Dennis live in the Twin Cities.
Pat and I are excited to serve here at Moose Lake Covenant Church. We have heard wonderful reports of the
life and vitality of this congregation and are looking forward to meeting you along the way. Moose Lake is a
wonderful community and this church has a significant ministry to accomplish here. I am privileged to join
you in the journey. Please introduce yourself to Pat and I when you get a chance.
June 2016 Budget Report
June General Fund Income: $ 33,206.00
June General Fund Expenses: $ 37,790.83
June Monthly Budget: $ 39,735.79
General Fund Income YTD (Jan—June 2016): $216,586.46

A “Donate” Button,
so you can give electronically,
has been added to the
church web site at
www.mooselakecovenant.com

General Fund Expenses YTD (Jan—June 2016): $233,746.09
General Fund Budget YTD (Jan—June 2016): $238,419.26

Thank you for your generosity!
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Walking by Faith, Through the Dog Days of summer!
In August we now begin a new chapter in the life of our church. On August 1 st
we welcome our new interim pastor Rick Carlson and his wife Pat, as they
come to walk with us through the next few months. Take the initiative and get
to know them quickly. Yes, even you shy people!!!
What are other things happening in August?


August 1-18--Malawi, Africa mission trip



August 7—Pastor Todd and family Farewell Party



August 7-11- Vacation Bible School



August 14th- A “Get to know the new Pastor “event is being planned at the
Mark & Lucy Carlson farm.



Adult, Youth and Children’s Commissions are finalizing plans for this fall’s programs. Question?
When you think of it, where will you be involved this year?



The Sunday Night Worship and Prayer group is planning the September 4 th evening gathering.



A list of potential Pastoral Search Committee members is being complied by the council for
recommendation to the congregation in September.



The Sound/TV ministry is looking to replace the “dying” projection system.
If you would like to donate to help defray the costs for the new system which will cost up to
$6000 it would be appreciated. You may use the yellow envelope and indicate what it’s for.



The congregation is in prayer for the Pastoral Search process and for the person who will be
coming here as our new pastor.
As we walk by faith, truly seeking God’s direction and will for us, we look forward to seeing how God
moves in the life of our congregation.
Mark

“Get to know the new Pastor”
Pastor Rick & Pat Carlson
Sunday, August 14
2:00 pm at
Mark & Lucy Carlson’s
Bars & coffee will be
served
If you would like to bring a pan of bars let
Lucy know.
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Covenant Express
Parent Corner:
Help Ease Kids’ Fears, Anxieties

Childhood and carefree are no longer synonymous. Many kids carry heavy burdens—and
also pick up on their parents’ stressors. Author Wesley Fleming offers these six steps to
help kids overcome fear with faith:
1. Cultivate a healthy capacity to trust. Show respect for children’s feelings and provide a
safe environment for honesty.
2. Help kids identify their feelings. Just naming an emotion can bring relief.
3. Identify underlying reasons for fear. Provide understanding about who kids are—and who God is. Take
bad thoughts captive (2 Corinthians 10:5).
4. Guide kids’ plans to handle fear. Involve them to boost confidence.
5. Model trust in God. Offer examples of how you cope with anxiety.
6.Control the info flow. Limit exposure to frightening media and images.
Use these discussion-starter questions to explore children’s fears and anxieties—and how God can help.
 What things are you scared of or worried about, and why? How does your body feel when you’re dealing
with those things?
 Why does God tell us to give all our worries to Him? What do you think God will do with those worries?
 How can we remember that God is always with us?
PowerSource

Memorize God’s Word

Ask God

Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

1. To help His Word become real and powerful in their lives.
2. To help your children learn positive coping skills for life’s
challenges.
3. To strengthen your children’s trust in God and His goodness.
4. To ease your own fears and anxieties.

“Give all your worries and cares to God, for
He cares about you.” I Peter 5:7

Summer activities for children
rd
 Summer Covenant Kiddies for children ages 4 to entering 3 grade, during the 10:15am worship
service. The last Summer Covenant Kiddies is August 28th.
th th
rd
 Wacky Wednesdays for children entering grades 4 -6 . There is only one WW left on August 3 at
10:00am. The children will visit with people at Augustana Care Center. There will be no Wacky
Wednesday on August 17th as planned.
th
 VBS for children ages 4 to entering 6 grade
**Sunday, August 7th to Thursday, August 11th (6:30-8:30pm)
**Theme: “Rooted in Christ and Bearing His Fruit”
*Please contact Pastor Wendy if you are still interested in helping at VBS.
**Needed supplies: 2 liter pop bottles, cool whip containers, wooden clothes pins, ribbon, pipe
cleaners (green and brown).
Fall information for ALL:
th
 There will be NO Covenant Kids on Sunday, September 4 (Labor Day Weekend)



Covenant Kids/Kiddies begins on Sunday, September 11th during the 10:15am worship service.
Wednesday night programs (Nursery, Awana, Youth and Adults) will begin September 14th.
**Meal at 5:30pm
**Programs 6:15pm-7:45pm (PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE!!)
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Congregational Meeting
6/27/16
Mark Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.
Mark began the meeting with a prayer.
Motion by Marilyn Cluka, second by Ramona Rice to accept Doug and April Alberg as members. Passed
unanimously!
The council recommends supporting some “homegrown missionaries” as listed below until the end of the year,
when we will reassess our support. The congregation is being asked to give a bit extra to help with this.
Jen Carlson, Iraq
$250/month
Nathan Van Zee
$300/month
It was also noted on the mission front that Fabian Greech, an evangelist to Iraq, will be here July 20th to speak
on what is happening in Iraq. Also that Drew & Bekah McFarland will be planting a church in South
Carolina next year. Drew McFarland will be speaking on Sunday, July 3rd and an offering will be taken for
the McFarlands.
It was also asked that we pray for Angie & Phil Entner, who had their truck stolen over the past weekend.
What questions do people have about the process of changing pastors? Where do we go from here?
1. Immediate: We are going to have an interim pastor to be here to help continue ministry until we call a
new permanent pastor. To also support Family and Children’s Pastor Wendy we want get an interim in
place as soon as possible. Mark Stromberg from the NW Conference recommended Pastor Rick
Carlson as an interim pastor. The Council is working on the details with Pastor Rick.
2. Longer term: How do we find a pastor? The denomination will give guidelines and help with the
process. Our constitution says a Pastoral Search Committee may consist of 5-9 members. We will
form one in September. Mark Stromberg will come 9/27 and meet with the search committee to start
the process. Part of the process is discussing who we are as a church and what sort of pastor we want
to look for. Then, NWC leaders will recommend candidates for us to look at that may meet the criteria
that we as a church as looking for in a candidate. The committee will read resumes, pray, conduct
phone interviews, and eventually bring a candidate to preach for the congregation. Best guess on
timing: roughly a year.
3. How much choice do we have for an interim pastor? – We want someone here quicker than a full
process, so we’ll accept this recommendation. Rick is known and trusted and successfully served as
interim pastor in 2015 at Red Wing Covenant.
4. How do we choose a search committee? – As a church we will pray that the right people will be
selected by the congregation to work through the process, a committee that represents the
demographics of the congregation..
5. What is the role of an interim? – Whatever we want. Basically a full-time, though temporary, pastor.
6. Pray! – For wisdom for the committee, for God to prepare the heart of our future pastor. Let’s set up
times to do this consistently. Linda Ripley volunteered to schedule, with help from Lucy Carlson and
Thane Sheetz. The story of how Pastor Todd was called to Trimont gives us an idea of God’s
possibilities in working things out. We believe the Holy Spirit is working things out for us now.
7. How do we honor and say goodbye to Pastor Todd? We will have a potluck and farewell program on
August 7th. Will work on this, need to talk to Caitlin Miller about coordinating with family camp since
Pastor Todd’s last sermon will be July 31st.
Meeting ended with time of prayer for the Van Zees and for our church and the upcoming changes.
Motion to adjourn by Scott Salzer. Second by Shirley Eckman at 7:55 PM.
Closing remark by Mark Carlson: please direct further questions to Mark or other council members.
Respectfully Submitted by Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
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WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday, September 4 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
All are invited as we seek our Purpose, our Direction from God in our lives.
We will again meet the first Sunday of each month.
Please join us for this time of prayer and worshipping God!

DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD
Imagine seeing joy and pride on the face of a girl who’s just gotten her first new
dress-- and then imagine you helped make that dress for her. Dress a Girl Around
the World is a Christian ministry which enables us to do just that and we’ll be
hosting a dressmaking day here in Moose Lake on Wednesday, August 24 for
anyone who would like to help. We can use sewers, cutters, ironers and
encouragers; sewing instructions will also be available, so come whatever your
level of ability or your age.
Please bring as you are able: sturdy non-transparent cotton fabrics, sewing
machines and other sewing supplies and snacks to share. Come for a few hours or
for the whole day (10:00 am —8:00 pm). We will meet at Debbie Gustafson’s home,
4800 Tower Road.
For questions, call Debbie (485-4373) or Glennie Sheetz (763-242-3881).

FYI -- For Your Information!
Sonshine Pantry
Saturday, July 9 at 7:00 am to
register (distribution 8:30am), in
the church gym.
Come and volunteer!
Get a food share for $20.

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am — 12:00 pm

September 2016
Covenant Express &
Calendar Items
DUE
Monday, August 29
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Women’s Ministries
Community MOMS
Summer Park Days
MOMS will be meeting EVERY
Tuesday at 10:00 am at the
Moose Lake Park to play and visit.
All moms and children are
welcome to come
mlcommunitymoms@gmail.com

Covenant Quilters
Will be meeting every
Tuesday from 2:00-8:00 pm
downstairs.
NO QUILTING on
Tuesday, August 9
Newcomers are always
welcome! Questions call
Teresa at 218-496-5735 or
Glenda at 218-658-4593

WOMEN’S STUDIES
(If you have any questions
please contact Pastor Wendy)
Bible Study Group is the
second & fourth Mondays of
the month at 1:30pm in the
Church library. Our study is on
God and His people through
the book of Hebrews. The new
believers in Christ were
beginning to doubt Jesus and
wanting to go back to their old
ways. The author of Hebrews
gives ALL BELIEVERS 6
warnings (drifting from the truth,
disbelieving the voice of God,
desertion from the teachings of
Christ, despising the
knowledge of the truth,
devaluing the grace of God and
departing from Him who
speaks). Hebrews speaks
again and again to fix our
thoughts on Jesus and to be
willing for the Holy Spirit to do
His work on us. ALL WOMEN
ARE WELCOME! Come for the
study of Hebrews & stay for the
fellowship.

WANTED:
Would you be willing
to provide
leadership in
Women Ministries?
If interested, please contact
David Nelson, Adult Ministry
Chair, ASAP.

SILENT AUCTION
QUILT
The Quilt hanging in the
hallway across from the
welcome desk is being
auctioned off. The money
raised will be used to
purchase supplies for quilts
for Teen Challenge and other
ministry projects. See the
Auction Sheet by the quilt to
place your bid. The Silent
Auction will close at NOON
on Sunday, Sept. 4.

THANK YOU
With a grateful heart, I say
thank you to the Covenant
Church family for your love
and prayers for me and my
family as we said good bye to
my mother, Hazel Berndt. I
have always and will continue
to feel your love and the love
of Jesus Christ as Ed and I
make Sioux City our home. A
special thanks to Pastor Todd
for a beautiful service and the
women for a wonderful lunch.
We love you all
Delores & Ed
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Staff and Church Council
Church Staff
Pastor Todd Van Zee,
Lead Pastor
Pastor Wendy Sorvik,
Pastor of Family Life
Renee Peterson,
Administrative Secretary
Lucia Carlson,
Substitute Secretary
Leon Hedberg, Janitor
Linda Ripley, Janitor
John Berger, Treasurer

2016 Church Council
Mark Carlson, Chair
Charlie Cluka, Vice Chair
Ramona Rice, Council Secretary
Kat Fjosne, Financial Secretary
Adult Ministries Commission:
David Nelson
Youth Ministries Commission:
Sheila Butterfield
Children Ministries Commission:
Lori Orn/Heidi Anderson, co-chair
Evangelism/Outreach: Gary Rock

Ministry Resources Commission:
Rick Peterson
Stewardship Commission:
Annette Anderson
Extension Commission:
Marilyn Cluka
Worship Commission:
Thane Sheetz

230-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
6:30 pm VBS Team Meeting

& family

1 Jamie & Cindy Jungers

Mon
10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:00 pm Church Council
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

2 Ambrose Jusczak

Tue

10:00 am—12:00 pm
Wacky Wednesday

3 Kelly & Linda Jusczak

Wed

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

8 Ron & Roxie Jusczak
10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters

9 Tony & Linda Jusczak

10 Julie Kelley

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

29 Dorothy Mickelson

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies

28 Pastor Rick & Pat Carlson

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am LAST Summer Covenant
Kiddies

COVENANT EXPRESS
DUE

22 Doug & Lori Lind

2:30-8:00 pm Deepwater
Music Lessons
5:30 pm SCS Board Meeting

& family

15 Aaron & Jennifer Koll

21 Pastor Rick & Pat Carlson

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies
2:00 pm Meet Rick & Pat Carlson at
Mark Carlson’s

14 Pastor Rick & Pat Carlson

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

Mickelson

30 Ted & Teresa

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

23 Kathy Loban

10:00 am MOMS Park Day
2:00-8:00 pm Covenant
Quilters
6:30-8:30 pm Women’s Conf
Worship Practice

16 Ed & Lisa Kowalski

Miller & Harper

31 Andrew & Caitlin

10:00 am-8:00 pm
Dress a Girl Around the
World
At Debbie Gustafson’s

24 Ed & Patty Lund

17 Nancy Kraft

In the Service:
Justin Homer

Fri

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

11 Tony Klar

Please pray
for the
person(s)
listed each day.

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

25 Sandy Magaard

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

18 Terri Krueger

26

19

12

In the Service:
Joey Lind

In the Service:
Chris Kuhlman

In the Service:
Layne Johnson

August 5 —————————————

6:30 pm Worship Team
6:30 pm AA

& family

4 Randy & Ann Jusczak 5

Thu

————————– VBS August 7-11 ———— 6:30-8:30 pm ——————————————————————

8:30 & 10:15 am Worship Services
9:45 am Coffee in gym
10:15 am Summer Covenant Kiddies
12:00 pm VanZee Farwell Potluck
1:00 pm VanZee Community Program

7 Pastor Rick & Pat Carlson

————————–SENIOR HIGH 2 CAMP ————————————————–— July 31 to

Malawi Mission Trip
July 31 to August 18

Sun

Leon Hedberg

27 Staff:

John Berger

20 Staff:

7:00 am Sonshine
Food Pantry

Lucia Carlson

13 Staff:

Pastor Wendy

6 Staff:

Sat

Mo o se L a ke Eva ngel ic a l
Co vena nt Ch ur c h
700 5th St, PO Box 445
Moose Lake, MN 55767
Phone: 218-485-4800
Email: office@mooselakecovenant.com

We’re on the web!
www.mooselakecovenant.com
Twitter: @mlcovenant

Is about Living to the Glory of God by
Gathering around Jesus,
Growing in Faith, and
Giving of Ourselves.

