
To combat poverty, Compassion focuses on all 
aspects of a child’s development, including emotional, 
cognitive, social and spiritual growth. But meeting 
these needs can be a challenge when a child lacks 
basic good health and nutrition. Physical well-being 
is an essential foundation required to transform 
impoverished children into responsible, fulfilled 
Christian adults. 

While our church partners are passionate about 
helping children, their efforts are often hindered by 
small or deficient facilities. This is the case at Fuente 
Divina (“Divine Source”) Student Center in Villa San 
Andrés, Bolivia. Our church partner there serves 
360 registered children from a six-room structure, 
preparing food for these children every day in a tiny, 
temporary kitchen measuring only six by ten feet. 
The conditions result in discomfort, long lines, and 
frequently contaminated food — complications which 
are undermining the children’s education. 

By sponsoring the construction of a new kitchen at 
Fuente Divina, you will improve the nutrition and 
overall educational experience of the 360 registered 
children who attend — in addition to the 20 adults 
who assist the program and prepare meals. A new 
kitchen will not only improve children’s overall 
health, but keep 
them fully engaged 
with Compassion’s 
programs.

A POOR ENVIRONMENT 
FOR PREPARING FOOD
Villa San Andrés is a 
community of 20,000 
residents located 
eight miles south 
of Cochabamba. 
Bolivia’s fourth-
largest city, Cochabamba is a fast-growing urban 
area in a beautiful valley surrounded by the peaks of 
the Andes. While much of the city has experienced 
growth, its outlying areas and remote neighborhoods 
remain impoverished. Villa San Andrés is one of these 
neighborhoods, and it has become locally notorious 
for its disadvantaged conditions.

In 2008, Compassion partnered with the church 
Fuente Divina to establish a child development center 
in Villa San Andrés — one of 52 such centers in and 
around Cochabamba. The church’s 80 members 
worked hard to build six classrooms to support 
this work, along with a humble shack to serve as 
a kitchen. Preparing meals for 360 children in this 
small kitchen has proven uncomfortable and difficult. 
The heat and meager space regularly force the women 
to cook outside. This is dangerous for the staff. It also 
affects food safety, as weather conditions have been 
known to contaminate the meals with dust or rain. 

Furthermore, the lack of serving space means 
children must form long lines outdoors to receive 
their food, which they then eat in the nearby 
classrooms. The exposure and waiting periods 
offer additional opportunities for food to become 
contaminated. 
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Meals for 360 
registered children 
are prepared in a tiny, 
temporary kitchen, 
measuring only six by 
ten feet. 



Healthy, safe food is vital to these children. The 
harsh living conditions in Villa San Andrés have 
left many of them suffering from malnourishment, 
sickness and skin diseases. These health problems 
are slowly improving as children become involved 
at Fuente Divina. Currently, 11 percent of sponsored 
children have gastrointestinal parasites and skin 
pathologies. A better solution to food service and 
mealtimes would take this percentage even lower.

IMPROVING HEALTH WITH NEW CONSTRUCTION
Your generous gift of $19,362 would help fund the 
construction of a new kitchen facility to better 
serve the children at Fuente Divina. With a cement 
foundation, brick walls, modern plumbing and 
electricity, and updated equipment — which is being 
provided by the church — this new kitchen will be 
more than 16 x 20 feet in size and fully capable of 
serving 360 children more quickly and in much better 
conditions. Along with the new construction, the 
staff, children and their parents will be trained in the 
importance of good hygiene and nutritional habits. 
This will reinforce the safer food preparation and 
delivery. 

Construction should take approximately six months 
before the larger kitchen is available to serve its 
first meals. Once the kitchen has been completed, 
our church partner has set a goal of reducing 
gastrointestinal diseases and skin infections to 4 
percent of its children.

THANK YOU!
Thank you for your support of this important 
intervention for the children of Bolivia. Your 
generosity allows Compassion’s registered children 
in Villa San Andrés to enjoy safe, nutritious meals 
while they are attending classes at Fuente Divina. As 
their health improves, they will be better equipped to 
learn and grow into responsible, fulfilled Christian 
adults. May God continue to bless the people and 
ministries of Monterey Church.

BUDGET SUMMARY
BUDGET SUMMARY  USD  LOCAL GRANT 
  AMOUNT CONTRIBUTIONS REQUEST

Structural work $8,288  $8,288

Fine work 5,418  5,418

Labor 6,889 1,333 5,556

Training and administration  348  248 100

Totals  $20,943  $1,581  $19,362

Amount Requested: $19,362
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