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VISION STATEMENT
The Vision of Moline Christian Reformed Church is to fan the spiritual fire in our
hearts, so each person with whom we come into contact may feel the warmth of God‘s love.

MISSION STATEMENT
GATHER:
Encourage fellowship of our members for Worship, Prayer and Teaching.
GROW:
Instill a desire that we be followers of Jesus Christ.
GO:
Serve each other through Unconditional Love.
Reach out to those not attending or searching for a new church home.

REMEMBER
Past

RENEW
Present

REDEDICATE
Future

―Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell
you, your elders, and they will explain to you.‖ (Deuteronomy 32:7)
From: The Song of Moses
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DEDICATION TO FOUNDERS AND CHARTER MEMBERS
This historical remembrance is dedicated in grateful memory to the founders and charter members of the Moline Christian Reformed Church. They united
in faith to worship, and their spiritual legacy has continued for a century. For 100
years a faithful congregation has been growing from this small group of believers.
Many of our current members are descendents of that group and share the heritage
along with the entire congregation.
―Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.‖ (Psalm 90:1)
From: A prayer of Moses the man of God.
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A CENTURY OF
HIS GRACE
Dear Moline Church family,
Please take some precious time to reflect on
what you will find in this anniversary booklet. It
contains reflections on the past century—19082008. This is a focused and special time of reflection. It is reflection on a powerful theme for the
Moline Christian Reformed Church: ―Praising the
Lord for a Century of His Grace.‖
Let‘s reflect on this theme in the light of God‘s
Word in Ephesians 1:3-14. In Ephesians 1:7-8 we
hear God speak to us about His purposes for His
world through the work of His Son, Jesus
Christ: ―In Him we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
Pastor John & Beverly Ouwinga
the riches of God‘s grace that He lavished on us with
all wisdom and understanding.‖ We cannot begin to grasp the unimaginable changes that have
taken place in God‘s world since 1908. This booklet reflects only a tiny part of those events as
God grew the Moline Christian Reformed Church for 100 years. What we can grasp is that the
constant and controlling power behind everything that happened is God‘s grace in Jesus Christ.
What do we know about this amazing grace of God? First of all, we know that it is 100%
His gift. We have neither earned nor deserve any of these glorious riches. Secondly, we hear
God say in Ephesians that He ―lavished‖ this grace upon us. Lavish means: ―to pour out without restraint.‖ God did not merely sprinkle or even shower us with His grace, He immersed and
soaked us in His grace. Finally, God has ―engraced‖ us ―…with wisdom and understanding.‖ In other words, God pours out His grace in a way that is for our good and His glory in the
redemption of our lives in Jesus Christ. Please take some precious time to enjoy and celebrate
what God has done for a century in the life of our congregation. Praise Him for the riches of
His grace. And pray in gratitude as the Lord begins to bless another century of His glorious
grace in Jesus Christ.
―His grace has brought us safe thus far; His grace will lead us home.‖
Rejoicing together in the riches of His grace,
Pastor John Ouwinga
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OUR HISTORICAL HERITAGE
Before the beginning of our church in
1908, settlers had been moving into the area
since the 1840‘s. A map from 1864 shows the
existence of a post office with the name of
―Molein P.O.‖ along the plank road. As a village, Moline had its beginning in 1872 when
the area was platted by Alfred Chappell, John
L. Shaw, and Edward F. Vining. According to
a historical account written in 1972, the village
name originated from the city of Moline, Illinois and was selected by a vote of the residents. There is also an oral tradition which
states that it was named after the Michigan and
Ohio Railroad line, the MO line. This name
source however is very unlikely since the M &
O RR was not established until 1883 and it was
an east-west line which ran 15 miles south of
Moline.

By 1908 when our church began, there
was a post office and the Grand Rapids and
Indiana Railway, completed in 1870, ran
through the village. This railroad ran from
Fort Wayne, Indiana and eventually was extended to Mackinaw City, Michigan. The
automobile had been in existence since the latter part of the previous century, however horse
-drawn carriages or buggies and wagons were
a dominant means of transportation in this rural area. Producing cars with interchangeable
parts was in its beginning stages in the industrial world. On the national scene, Theodore
Roosevelt was President and was nearing the
end of his second term.
Great changes have taken place in the
mode of living during the hundred years of the
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existence of our church. These changes did
affect our church and our church life, but
should not and have not basically changed the
foundation upon which the church, the Body of
Christ is built. The truth of God must be applied to our lives at whatever time, and in
whatever manner we live. Ox-carts and horsedrawn vehicles have been replaced in our day
by a variety of motor vehicles, too numerous to
mention, all serving as a means to bring people
together in one place to worship and to do the
work of the Lord in various places.

vice in the Dutch language. Soon more families were added, two services were held, and
the ministry of students from the Calvin Seminary was frequently acquired. C. Maring, L.S.
Huizenga, L.J. Lamberts and J.A. Rottier were
students who conducted worship services. The
regular services, both in the Dutch language,
were at 9 A.M. and at 2 P.M. In the evening a
student would often deliver a sermon in English. On such occasions the little church was
filled because the English neighbors were curious, wondering what this new group of Hollanders might have to offer. As one of the
In the spring of 1907, three families had leaders of the group put it, ―They thought like
moved from the Jamestown area into the vicin- the Samaritans who came up to see what Nehemiah was doing in Jerusalem, and saying
ity of Moline, where they were able to pur‗What are these feeble Jews doing here?‘‖ He
chase good farmland at half the price of the
continued, ―But when they found out where we
land around Jamestown. There were already
stood, and student Lamberts preached one Suntwo Dutch families living near Moline. This
day on original sin, they had enough and most
small group of five families presented their
membership papers to the Christian Reformed of them stayed away.‖
Church of Byron Center. A committee from
this group consulted Rev. F.J. Drost, the pastor
of Byron Center Christian Reformed Church,
and informed him of their situation in
Moline. He was favorably impressed by them
and gave them his approval to work toward the
establishing of an organized church.

Inside the Haveman Brothers‘ Store

Another thing that tended to hold this
group together and enlarge it was the fact that
a store, built in the 1870‘s and which had
A small Methodist Episcopal church
building, where worship services had been dis- changed hands several times, received an imcontinued, was made available at no charge for pulse, when the brothers John and Jake Havethe use of our small group. Here they first met man bought it and soon turned it into a flourishing market.
on Sunday to conduct a reading worship serOur first church building—1907
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By this time the owners of the little church
had decided to sell their building. Since our
group was not yet organized as a church, a few
individuals who looked upon it as an opportune venture purchased the building. The contract was signed by Martin Schans, Gerhardus
Ten Hoor, Seye Joldersma, Henry Nagel,
James and Jake Joldersma, and John and Jake
Haveman. The church property consisted of a
large parcel of land with the church building
on it and a horse-barn in need of repair, all for
the sum of $900.00. The following year the
property was transferred to the congregation.

wife could move
into a parsonage
when they came
to Moline. Rev.
Hoekstra was ordained on September 11, 1910
at 24 years of
age. He ministered to the growing flock effectively but only for
a period of 14
months. In OctoRev. Peter A. Hoekstra
1910—1911
ber of 1911 he left
for the 14th Street
Christian Reformed Church of Holland, Michigan. That was definitely a challenge for him,
but at the same time he was relieved of the nuisance of handling a horse for his transportation.

In February of 1908 at the meeting of
classis Grand Rapids East, the request was
made by the Moline group for permission to
organize a congregation. The request was
granted. On March 31, 1908 a committee, appointed by classis, consisting of Rev. F.J.
Drost and elder S. Van Der Ploeg of Byron
Center Christian Reformed Church and elder
P. Jonker of Cutlerville Christian Reformed
Church met with the Moline group and duly
organized it into the Moline Christian Reformed Church. Our church started with 17
families, counting 72 souls. Martin Schans and
Gerhardus Ten Hoor were chosen elders and
Joos Tollenaar and Henry Nagel as deacons for
this little flock. The Classis generously provided the new church with classical appointments for pulpit supply, and a communion set
was kindly donated by the First Christian Reformed Church of Zeeland. By the end of the
year 1908, our number had increased to 21
families and 111 souls.

Rev. Hoekstra
was followed by
Rev. John Voortman,
whose stay was even
shorter. Our numbers had increased to
78 families and a
total membership of
444. It had become
apparent that the
congregation was
becoming too large for Rev. John M. Voortman
the little white
1912—1913
church. It was then
decided to construct a new church building
next to the old one.

At the congregational meeting held in
March, 1909, it was decided to call a pastor. After seven successive calls, a positive
response was received from Peter A. Hoekstra who had just become a candidate for the
ministry. He accepted the call from the Moline
congregation, which had grown to 52 families
and 286 souls. A home had been purchased
from Arthur Gilbert so the new pastor and his

The building was finished and the old
pews were transferred to the new building, together with some new ones. The old pulpit
furniture was also used, as were the gaslights. The bell also came from the little white
church. Several members placed two heavy
planks across from the old church steeple to
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the new one and
pulled the bell
across. A used
pipe organ was
purchased from
a Christian Reformed Church
in Kalamazoo. The first
organist here
was Mr. Harmannus DeBoer,
assisted soon
after by Mr.
George Highstone. The organ had to be
pumped by hand

View of 1913 church building

―We took down the old steeple and the
entrance to the church. Later that summer, Mr.
Albert Terpstra agreed to move the old church
building to a lot west of the parsonage. His
son, Ben Terpstra, and I were his helpers. We
raised the building just high enough to put 2
long beams under it and then planks for the
rollers to roll on. With the turnstile in the
street and a strong rope attached to the building, the horse kept going around and around,
and the building started to move. Ben and I
kept very busy moving the planks ahead of the
building and the rollers under the beams and
moving the turnstile when necessary. We
could make the turn into the street and around
the corner by slanting the roller under the
beams. We had to go a half a block north, then
one block west, and then one block south to
the new location. It took us about 10 days. A
foundation was put under the building and a
year or two later the interior was remodeled
and divided.‖ For several years this building
was used for consistory meetings, catechism classes, and
society meetings.

Construction of 1913 church building. Workers
in steeple are thought to be John Haveman and
John DeHaan.

The New and the Old church buildings in 1913

and several men took turns pumping it during
the service. And so the new church building
was completed and then dedicated on May 29,
1913. This was approximately five years after
the organization of our church.

Rev. John DeJonge accepted the
call to Moline in June
of 1913 and served

In 1913 after the new church was used for
worship, the old church was moved to a nearby
location. Seventy years later, in 1983, Cornelius Schans described the procedure as follows:

Rev. John J. DeJonge
1913—1917
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the congregation until the fall of 1917. During
his ministry our church grew to 85 families: 180 professing members, 228 catechumens, and a total of 500 members.

firm under the
guidance and vigorous leadership of
Pastor Flietstra. In 1920 thirteen families who
embraced Premillenialism left to
form the Moline
Berean Church,
but at the end of
the year, we still
had 90 families. In 1923 Rev.
Flietstra went to a
pastorate in Muskegon.

Moline Christian School began in 1917 in our
former church building

A Christian school was started in Moline
under the leadership of Rev. John DeJonge. Moline Christian School began formal
Christian education in September of 1917 and
the schoolhouse with two classrooms was the
old church building. Throughout the years until the present time, our church has cultivated a
close relationship with the school through
faithful financial and other kinds of support in
the commitment to Christian education.
During that same year, Rev. DeJonge accepted
a call to Prinsburg, Minnesota.

Rev. Dirk Flietstra
1918—1923

After a short
vacancy we were
privileged to welcome Rev. James
Bruinooge as our
pastor in April,
1923. He remained with us
for 20 years,
through economic prosperity
and depression,
through world
unrest and finally
Rev. James B. Bruinooge the beginning of
1923—1943
World War II. Due
to economic conditions, we did not grow greatly in numbers. In
fact, in 1938 seven families left to become
charter members of Dorr Christian Reformed
Church. During this period also, the transition
from using the Dutch language in worship services was taking place.

Around this time our country entered
World War I. Several of our young men were
sent to serve in armies overseas. Many prayers
were uttered for their spiritual and physical
welfare. It pleased God to bring them all back
safely when the war ended. After nearly a
year without a pastor, Candidate Dirk Flietstra
An interesting anecdote concerns things
accepted the call to Moline. He remained with
that Rev. Bruinooge did outside of pastoring
us for four years. Readjustment after World
the church in Moline. Though horses were no
War I and the Premillenial Controversy were
longer needed for transportation, the long
experienced in the congregation, but it stood
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horse barn near the church building remained. Rev. Bruinooge converted this to a
chicken coop. After the church services he
could be seen bringing feed to the chickens
and during the week he sold eggs in Grand
Rapids. Sometimes on the way home from
Grand Rapids he would stop and visit with
Rev. Zachary Sherda who was the pastor
at Cutlerville Christian Reformed Church. He
also liked to fish in Gun Lake. After faithfully
serving our congregation for two decades, Rev.
Bruinooge left us in 1943 and retired from the
ministry.

he met by correspondence. When word came
that one of our men, Albert DeVries, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John DeVries, had been killed in
action, it was he who took the message to the
parents. In that anxious time we all came to a
deeper realization of our dependence upon
God.
After the war had ended, a ―Welcome
Home‖ program was held to honor the discharged veterans on March 21, 1947. With the
returning servicemen starting new families, our
church building was no longer large enough.

World War II was a major event in the life
of our church. Numerous young men from our
congregation served in the various branches of
the military service. Many of them experienced the terror of combat. The K.Y.B. Club
(Know Your Bible) published Echoes From
Moline, which was a communication link between the church and the servicemen. The soldiers also received The Young Calvinist magazine.
The war was
in full swing
when Rev. John
Bult came to be
our pastor. The
Bult family
moved into our
big, old parsonage in 1944. Our
absent servicemen then dominated our congregational
life. Every family had one or
Rev. John L. Bult
more servicemen
1944—1949
to whom they
wrote and sent
packages and especially for whom they
prayed. Rev. Bult soon knew every church
member by name, even the servicemen whom
11

Welcome Home Program for
ex-service members

In April, 1948, a contract was signed to
purchase a two manual pipe organ from M.P.
Moller, Inc. In February, 1949, it was decided
to improve and enlarge the church sanctuary
by adding a balcony and to remodel the basement. Many members of the congregation assisted with this major renovation project. Before it was completed, Rev. Bult accepted a
call to Munster, Indiana, and left us on Labor
Day, 1949.

During this period of about a year without
a pastor, the idea of building a new parsonage
gradually gained acceptance. The old one was
then torn down and lumber was salvaged. A
new parsonage was completed in 1950 with
much donated labor.

The renovation project continued with redecorating, new carpeting and installation of
the new pipe organ. The young people donated a set of beautiful new pulpit furniture. When all was completed, it was dedicated to the service of the Lord and Rev. Bult
was able to take part in this service.

Former Erastus Bates/Arthur Gilbert Home
Our parsonage 1910—1950

Remodeled sanctuary with organ pipe façade

Nick Hendriksma‘s truck in front of old
parsonage being torn down

Church building showing the balcony addition

Joe Faber pulls nails to salvage lumber
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anxiety. Again we found
that this adverse experience could bring us
closer to the Lord. Together with our whole
denomination, we were
becoming more conscious of our responsibility to witness to our
neighbors in our own
community. When, in
December, 1951, the LaHenry Sytsma with salvaged lumber
Grave Ave. Christian
Reformed consistory asked us to take over the
mission work they had begun in Wayland, it
was decided to do so. We had no idea at that
time that this project would ultimately lead to
the establishment of a daughter church, but
that is just what happened. From 1951 to
1954, a Sunday School was held in Wayland
with Mrs. Grace Wiers doing follow-up work
during the week. Mrs. Wiers resigned in 1954,
but the Sunday School was continued under
the supervision of Mr. Reuben Van Noord. In
the fall of 1955, our consistory, in cooperation
with the Grand Rapids Board of Evangelism,
Parsonage built in 1950. Used until 2003
engaged Mr. Andrew Vander Veer to explore
the possibility of resuming mission work
there. In connection with
this work, eighteen families of our church, encourAfter several
calls to prospective aged by Rev. Mulder and
pastors, Rev. John the consistory, decided to
Mulder gladdened hold services at Wayland
with the intention of invitus with his acceptance in September, ing their unchurched
neighbors to worship with
1950. The parthem. Services were begun
sonage had been
recently completed, there on December
Dedication program for
18, 1955.
and so the Mulder
Wayland Chapel
family could move
In January
Rev. John A. Mulder
into their new home.
1950—1956
1956, just after the beginning of meetings in
The Korean con- Wayland, Rev. Mulder accepted a call to become pastor of the Sherman Street Christian
flict was being waged when Rev. Mulder
came, and again there was a time of strain and Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. In May
13

of that year, our Moline Congregation decided same year Rev.
Leonard Bossento erect a chapel for the Wayland group.
broek answered the
call to become our
Also in 1956,
Rev. John Schuurnext pastor.
mann came to be our
pastor. He then took
As our church
the lead in organizcontinued to grow
ing the new congrein numbers, through
gation in Waythe blessings of
land. A year later in
God, it was becomJune, 1957, it being obvious that
came the Wayland
the church build- Rev. Leonard C. Bossenbroek
Christian Reformed
ing was no
1964—1971
Church. The memlonger adequate
bership certificates
to serve the needs of the congregation for worRev. John F.
of 19 families were
ship, societies, and social life. Some families
Schuurmann
transferred to the
began to worship in the basement. Later up to
1956—1964
new church. We
70 members were requested to worship in the
were also happy to
basement for overflow and to allow sufficient
be able to present our daughter church with a
space for visitors.
gift of $27,000.
We celebrated our Golden
Jubilee in 1958. The congregation recalled God‘s
blessings of the past 50
years and looked forward in
faith, hope, and love. Our
numbers had gradually
climbed to 120
families.
Rev.
Schuurmann
left our congregation in 1964
by accepting a
call to the Ferrysburg, Michigan, Christian
Reformed
Church.

August, 1969 Groundbreaking. Left to right:
Mike Westhouse, trumpeter; Chris Vanden Berg,
Abram Westhouse, Donald DeYoung, Ralph
Sytsma, Garry Van Den Berg, and Harold J.
Marsman— Pres. of Marsman Construction Co.

During that
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An evaluation revealed that it was not
were received to finance the project.
feasible to remodel the existing church building. In 1964 the consistory went on record as
Between the groundbreaking in August,
recommending the building of a new church at 1969, and the dedication in October, 1970, a
a different location. In another step toward
beautiful new ―House of God‖ was raised. At
relocation, the congregation approved the purchase of property from Wesley and Martha
Jackson in September, 1965. It took several
more years of discussion and meetings of a
planning committee for the relocation idea to
gain sufficient strength within the congregation.
The plan moved forward in April, 1969,
when the congregation approved the construction of a new church building as soon as possible. The project took shape with the pastoral
leadership of Rev. Bossenbroek and the appointment of a building committee. Although
many dedicated individuals took part, the basic
committee consisted of Chairman Donald
DeYoung, Paul Ribbens, Ralph Sytsma, Chris
Vanden Berg, Garry Van Den Berg, and
Abram Westhouse. Ellert Hendriksma was
appointed to manage the various loans that

The walls and roof are going up.

Basement Structure

Superstructure beginning

Sanctuary of our church building in 1970
15

series of 37 sermons on this doctrinal standard. He also preached a series on the Canons
of Dort a few years later.
On the denominational day of prayer service in March, 1981, our congregation met for
worship and prayer for agriculture, industry,
and government. We also praised God for
prospering us to the extent that all the loans for
the church building had been repaid. Our
Construction finished
house of worship was now free of debt. We
the dedication service, we as a congregation
were called to rededicate the use of God‘s
dedicated this ―House of God‖ and also rededi- house to His worship and ourselves to His sercated ourselves to our faithful God.
vice.
In July, 1971, Rev. Bossenbroek accepted
the call to serve the Faith Community Christian Reformed Church in Wyoming, Michigan.
And so we began a period of a little more than
a year without a pastor.

“Our Heritage 75
Serving the
Lord” was the theme

During this time, the vacated 1913 church
building and property were sold to Dorr Township for $12,000. The landmark building had a
second life as a Moline Community Center for
the next 27 years. As a town hall, it served as
a voting precinct, a senior citizen meal center,
blood drive location, meeting place for various
clubs and a rental hall. Martha Jackson spearheaded the establishment of a library in the
basement in 1974.

of our celebration of the
75th anniversary of our
church in April,
1983. Throughout the
month, former pastors and
various sons of the congregation in the ministry
led worship services and
shared their personal reflections of Moline. A dinner was held at
Moline Christian School and was attended by
many former members of our congregation as

It was in September of 1972 that Rev.
Willard DeVries was
led to accept the call to
be our next pastor. Rev. DeVries is
remembered for his
scholarly Biblical sermons. The synod of
1973 decided to allow
preaching on the Belgic Confession and
Rev. DeVries subse- Rev. Willard H. DeVries
quently preached a
1972—1990

years

Anniversary dinner at Moline Christian School
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well as our
own members
and several
local pastors
and political
leaders and
other
guests. Following the
dinner a festival program
of celebration
and praise
took place in
our church
sanctuary.
Anniv. Greeting from President Ronald Reagan

Anniversary Choir

Another anniversary also occurred in September of 1983. Our congregation helped Rev.
and Mrs. DeVries celebrate 25 years in the
ministry. Rev. DeVries planted a blue spruce
tree on the side lawn of the parsonage to mark
his 50th birthday, the 25th anniversary of his
ministry and the 75th anniversary of Moline
Christian Reformed Church.
Friendship Christian Reformed Church at
Corinth, Michigan was organized in 1987. In
the latter part of that year ten families and two
individuals from our congregation transferred
their membership to that group. There were
approximately 50 families worshipping together at this new church.
In September, 1990, Rev. DeVries accepted the call to pastor the Holland Center
Christian Reformed Church in Lodgepole,
South Dakota, and so the DeVries family left
our congregation after serving for 18 years.
Shortly after that, Rev.
Tymen Hofman accepted the
request to be our interim pastor. Rev. Hofman assumed
pastoral responsibilities but
had to resign by April, 1991,
for health reasons, after serving about four months.
Rev. Tymen Hofman
Interim Pastor 1991

Rev. Leonard
Van Drunen was
then selected to be our interim pastor. He performed pastoral duties in
our congregation for approximately two years
while we went though the
process of calling several
prospective pastors.

Rev. DeVries shares platform with Rev. John
Hutt, president of Classis Grand Rapids South,
March 27, 1983.

Rev. Leonard Van Drunen
Interim Pastor 1991—1993
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The call to be our
next pastor was accepted by Rev. William Hensen. He was
installed in July, 1993,
and we welcomed into
our congregation Pastor Hensen, his wife
Janet, and their children.

approved by our congregation in June,
1996. A final plan was approved in November
and groundbreaking took place that same
month.
During the next seven months the addition
took shape on the west side of the existing
structure. In the lower level several new classrooms were added to facilitate the learning of
God‘s word. On the main level the addition

Rev. William C. Hensen
Pastor Hensen, in
1993—2003
his preaching of prac-

tical Biblically-based
messages, challenged the congregation to gain
greater spirituality and to reach beyond ourselves to a greater extent in evangelism. He
conducted a hospitality training seminar to
help members better enfold visitors.
Another initiative was to have a ―side
door‖ ministries program in our church. This
program involved having blood drives, community youth groups, and Grief Recovery
Seminars take place in our church. The goal
was to build bridges to non-members who later
may become members.
Lay Ministry Calling Teams were also appointed. These teams of individuals and/or
couples from within our church were identified
as having gifts of mercy, compassion, and hospitality. They ministered within our church in
partnership with the elders. Visits were made
to other church members who had special
needs and who would benefit from such visits.
Over a period of years, with constant
growth, it was becoming obvious that our
church was experiencing a shortage of classroom facilities to adequately handle church
school and other learning activities. A longrange planning committee for building expansion had been meeting for several years and
had proposed various building addition
plans. A plan for building and financing was

Groundbreaking for addition in 1996

The addition takes shape

Our church as it looks today
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included infant and toddler nurseries, an
enlarged meeting room, a church office, a pastor‘s office, a library, an enlarged narthex used
to enrich our fellowship and relationships, and
an elevator to enable barrier free access to our
facilities.
Dedication of our enlarged facilities took
place in July, 1997. At the worship services of
dedication, Pastor Hensen reminded the congregation that Christ is the center of our interThe steeple tumbles
est though we give thanks for visionaries, planners, architects, engineers, builders, electricians, plumbers, painters, and generous people. property. Later that year the Meads had the
building razed. Though it had not been part of
our church for many years, the venerable
In addition to serving our congregation,
Pastor Hensen also served as military Chaplain building, dating from 1913, was a reminder to
in the United States Army (Michigan National many of the life of our congregation that took
Guard). As an extension of the local ministry place there.
of the church to soldiers and their families in
the Michigan area, Pastor Hensen ordinarily
served two days per month and two weeks per ―There is a time for everything,
year on active duty for annual training.
and a season for every activity under
The Dorr Township hall in Moline, our
former church building, was in the news again
in February, 1999. The building was in a state
of disrepair due to its age and was not accessible to all persons. It was no longer in use and
the township board made the decision to sell it
with the intent that it would be demolished. Ken and Julia Mead who also owned
the adjacent property, purchased the township

heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to be silent and a time to speak.
He has made everything beautiful in its
time.
He has also set eternity in the hearts of
men;
yet they cannot fathom what God has
done from beginning to end.‖
(Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2, 3b, 4a, 5b, 6b, 7b, 11)

Former church building razed.
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In the latter part of 2002, Pastor Hensen
received a call from Millbrook Christian Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. He subsequently accepted this call and completed his
ministry in our congregation in March, 2003.
Rev. Charles Doornbos
was selected to be our interim pastor until we received a permanent pastor. He had been a guest pastor several times so our members were already well
acquainted with him. Pastor
Chuck and his wife Elsie
Rev. Charles Doornbos were readily enfolded
into our congregaInterim Pastor
tion. In his preaching,
2003—2005
Pastor Doornbos emphasized scripturally based practical approaches to Christian and everyday issues. He
also conducted church membership classes and
organized a group for senior citizens called
―Elderberries.‖ Pastor Chuck and Elsie remained with us for over two years until our
next pastor arrived.

In April, 2005, the congregation approved
the purchase of a housing lot in Willow Creek
Estates east of Moline. At the same time approval was given to install a new projection
system and redecorate the east wall of the
sanctuary. This included a screen to project
songs and other visuals to be used in worship
and other meetings.

Congregation with projection screen in front.

A search committee worked for
With regard to the parsonage, some pastors desire to own their home. In view of this many months with
and the age of our parsonage, it was decided to the result that our
congregation exsell it and allow our next pastor to make the
decision regarding his housing. This was ac- tended a call to Rev.
John Ouwinga in
complished with the sale of the parsonage in
May, 2005. He acNovember, 2004.
cepted the call and
so Pastor John and
wife Beverly were
Rev. John M. Ouwinga
welcomed into our
2005—
congregation. Installation took place on October 2, 2005. The
Ouwingas later moved into the new parsonage
that was constructed on the lot in Willow
Creek Estates.
Interestingly, this pastorate was not the
first experience that Pastor Ouwinga has had
New parsonage built in 2005
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with our congregation. On
July 8, 1973, Seminarian
John Ouwinga led both
worship services in our
church.

well as through the
funerals he conducted
of many of the saints
of our church. His
ministry continues in
2008 and he is fully
In 2004, as a result of a involved in the life and
outreach of our church.
sabbatical offered by his
previous church, Pastor
Bryan Dick and
Ouwinga earned a Doctor
his
wife
Stephanie
1974 Seminarian of Ministry (D. Min.) proJohn Ouwinga
joined in the minisfessional degree from
Director
Knox Theological Semi- try of our church in Bryan Dick—Youth
2006 nary in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His disserta- 2006 with an emtion was entitled A Reformation in Preaching: phasis on youth, and
he also assists in pulpit supply as well.
Proclaiming God’s Law to a Post-Modern
World. The work examined the positive purpose of the Law, the Ten Commandments,
namely the shape of gratitude in response to
God‘s redeeming grace. This study has served
to enrich the ministry of our pastor.
Pastor Ouwinga quickly became acquainted with the members of our congregation. His ―straight from the Scriptures‖ sermons can be understood by all. Pastor Ouwinga has also led special Sunday evening
messages and discussions centered on Rick
Warren‘s book, The Purpose Driven
Life. Later he also led the congregation on the
theme of ―Forty Days of Prayer.‖ He has been
our pastor for over two years and in the years
2006-2007 he became very much involved
with the members of the church through the
hospital visits to many of the members, as

Cornerstone from older church is part of the
new building.

Cornerstone from expansion of 1997
church building.

Original bell from the old church building
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Parsonage Remembrances from
Former pastors and their Families
Dear Former Congregation,
I am happy to be able to send greetings to
you at this time of celebration for the 75th anniversary of the Moline Christian Reformed
Church. It is 72 years since my husband, Rev.
Peter A. Hoekstra, was installed as your first
pastor. We had just married and came from
Chicago where we both grew up.
Moving to Moline took some adjustment. I
remember our first parsonage, which was quite
large. It was a little walk in the country from
the church on the edge of town. My husband‘s
study was so far back upstairs that I used a bell
to call him when meals were ready. Consistory meetings were held in this study. I was
grateful for the help of the churchwomen since
I was young and inexperienced.

Rev. Peter A. & Alice Hoekstra
Married in 1910

March 7, 1983

Other memories include getting used to an
outhouse instead of a bathroom. There was a
pump in the kitchen. We used oil lamps and I
baked bread in a kerosene stove. The washing
machine had a wheel on the side which I had
to turn. We bought buttermilk at the creamery
for 5 cents a gallon. Moline had a Post Office,
and we purchased groceries at Haveman‘s
Store. We went to Wayland for a baby bed for
our first child, the first to be born in your first
parsonage. (Marie Hoekstra Swierenga)

Another adjustment was our horse. This
was a major purchase of our first year‘s salary
From Mrs. Peter A. Hoekstra in response to an of $700. I had never been so close to a horse
invitation to attend our 75th anniversary cele- before this and I was somewhat afraid, as I had
to go into the stall to feed him during times
bration in 1983.
when my husband had a classical supply.
From the Hoekstra family.
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During one of the services, my husband realized that he‘d left the form for baptism in his
study, so he had the congregation sing while he
came down to where I sat and asked me to
walk home to get it. They continued singing
until I returned.

Here my older sister was born and was baptized. These were horse and buggy days for
traveling around the community and were first
experiences for my parents. At that time the
Dutch language was used. Had my parents
remained in Moline a few more years I might
have been born there. However, only a few
pastors were fluent in the English language so
he was needed in a church in Holland, Michigan where the English language was used.

In those years there was a shortage of ministers who were able to preach in the English
language, so in little more than a year, the
church of 14th Street, Holland, Michigan issued
a call to my husband. He consulted with ProThe Moline CRC has remained faithful to
the
Lord and to the doctrines of His word. Parfessor Berkhof who advised him to go.
ents and their children come in large numbers
Even though our stay in Moline was brief, to both services. There seems to be quite a
our ties have remained. Little did I realize that caring spirit among the members. It is a place
I would return many years later. I was in your where visitors are welcomed. I have felt this
as I attend the services at times when I visit my
sanctuary in 1978 and also in 1979 for the
weddings of two grandsons (Dennis Dykstra
son, Dennis Dykstra and his family.
and Andrew HetJonk) who married daughters
of your congregation (Elaine Rottman and Jane
I appreciate the spirit of praise in their serRottman). I am now 97 years old and do not
vices and enthusiasm in the singing. I also enfeel that I should make the trip again.
joy the home talent used by its members.
My wish and prayer is that God may continue to give you His blessings in the future,
‗till He comes again to gather His own who
have been faithful to the end. To God be the
glory. Sincerely, Mrs. Peter A Hoekstra
Note: Mrs. Hoekstra died on February 26, 1993 at the
age of 107 in Hanford, California.

I am impressed by the friendly relationship
you have with the Baptist church in your community and that both churches minister to each
other as they stress the gospel message. Such a
spirit draws Christians to work together so that
a diverse number of believers can be a blessing
to the entire community and accomplish more
good than one church alone can do.

February 2008,
Dear Moline Congregation,

Truly your church is a beacon light in the
community and a caring church, helping those
with physical needs also who need help.

Praise the Lord for the Moline Christian
Reformed Church and the witness of its members in their community. We thank the Lord
for the hundred years of their existence and the
anniversary they are able to celebrate in this
year of 2008. The Moline CRC has a special
place in my heart because my father, Rev. P.A.
Hoekstra was the first pastor here and this was
the first church he pastored.

Truly the Lord has blessed the Moline CRC
with pastors who are faithful to the Word of
God and reach out into the community with a
bond of friendliness. We pray that your church
will continue to be faithful to God and His
Word and be a light to the entire community
until the Lord Jesus comes in all His glory.
Winifred R. Dykstra
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From the Bult family
talent programs and the multitude of weddings
after World War II. At one of these programs
a ―special announcement‖ on the program was
the occasion for a surprise gift to our family. It
was a 1947 Chevrolet Stylemaster. Wedding
receptions held in the church basement
included sumptuous family style dinners followed by skits and an exchange of
jokes. Smoking was very common.
Other somewhat festive events were occasional auction sales in the church basement.
Here doilies, decorated pillowcases, baby booties, and other such items were sold at outlandish prices. All money raised was for a churchrelated cause.
On a more
somber note, sixty
-four men and
women served in
World War
Rev. John L. Bult and wife Martha
II. The service
and sons Conrad & Paul—1944
flag with a star for
each service perIn 1944, my father, John L. Bult, accepted a son hung in the
call to Moline. At the time I was ten years old sanctuary. The
and my brother, Paul, was three. The parson- stars were
age at one time was the home of a wealthy
Military Service Flag
leading citizen of Moline. Inside the front
donated
by Ladies Aid Society in 1942
door was a beautiful golden oak stairway and
banister leading to very large second floor bedrooms. Off the kitchen was a second stairway
arranged in the shape of a ―V‖. I remember
of Spartan simplicity for use by the kitchen
vividly when two men came to the parsonage
staff. Two tiny bedrooms at the top of this
and indicated that Albert DeVries had been
stairway were their accommodations. Other
items my brother and I found fascinating were killed on Samar Island in the Philippines. My
the iron range complete with cast iron lids for father was asked to inform the parents of this
terribly sad news. This was the one gold star
burners and the ―pipeless‖ furnace with its
only yard square register on the floor between on the flag. The Moline congregation was
the living room and dining room. Through this kind and caring in all ways. My brother and I
register the fire and glowing embers were visi- remember with great fondness our years there.
ble.
Conrad J. Bult
Also vivid in my memory were the home
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From the Mulder family
desire to move on until the
Lord made it abundantly
clear that He was calling
him to another location.
We (my mother, myself
and my 3 sisters) have a
few memories of our time
in Moline that stand out
for us. Moving into the
brand new parsonage was
at the height of our memory bank. The parsonage
was so new that when we
walked in after our long
trip from Iowa, the drapes
Rev. John A. Mulder and wife Anne
were still being hung and
Marianne (Stehouwer), Jacquelyn(Venegas), Arlys(Heeringa),
the smell of new plaster
front: Lois (Van Donselaar) -1955
permeated the house. We
soon discovered that the
Rev. John A. Mulder was Pastor at Moline carpet in the house was the same as in the
Christian Reformed Church from October
church; it seems that since there was some left
1950 until January 1956. He arrived there,
over after carpeting the church, the wise and
coming from Iowa, with his wife Anne and
thrifty thing to do was to use it for the house
their 3 daughters: Jackie, Marianne and Aralso.
lys. Our family‘s biggest personal event during our time in Moline was the arrival of our
This new house on the block garnered
new daughter and sister Lois, which completed quite a bit of attention. We remember often
our family circle. Rev. Mulder passed on to
having hobos and strangers knocking on our
his eternal reward in January, 1998.
We all remember Moline as being a
wonderful place to live, with friendly
and loving people creating a nice atmosphere in both the church and the
town. Dad really enjoyed his 5 years of
ministry at the Moline CRC; his years
of service there left him with many
wonderful memories that he carried
with him throughout his life. He also
enjoyed fellowshipping in the small
business district that was thriving while
we lived in Moline. Truthfully, he had no

Consistory party with Rev. Mulder operating the projector
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door. We girls also remember feeling afraid
when we saw the hobos walking around the
church and then coming to the house. Somehow they seemed to have figured out that this
house was connected to the church. Mom distinctly remembers a strange family driving up
and asking for gas money to get to the next
town. They tried using the ―guilt trip‖ method
of attempting to get money by insisting that the
purpose of the church and/or pastor was to
help people in need and that it was our duty to
help them.
One of the highlights of every year was a
consistory party that Dad and Mom hosted in
the parsonage. Was that ever a lot of work!!
We girls spent hours looking through magazines; cutting and pasting — all to help make
games that were used at the party. And Mom
always made so much delicious food. But

there was always so much laughter and such
good fellowship that we all knew the hard
work was worth it.
We are grateful to God for the years we
spent in Moline. Our time there was enriched
by the many friendships that were formed, by
our years attending Moline Christian School,
and by the loving care extended to our family.
But most of all we are grateful to see that the
Lord used Dad‘s gifts for ministry and preaching in helping to build a strong and vibrant
church that still exists today. It is our prayer
that you will continue to experience God‘s
blessing as you labor to fulfill His vision for
the church. To God alone be the glory!!
Jackie (Mulder) Venegas

From the Schuurmann family
What a Preacher’s Kid Remembers About Moline
It was the spring of 1956 and the Moline
Christian Reformed Church had a new
preacher and I was his youngest son. Rev.
John Schuurmann had come from the city of
Holland, Michigan, to rural Moline. I was petrified to start a new school in midterm, and my
mother reluctantly came to school with me that
first day. She seemed embarrassed, mumbling
something to the principal about how she
thought she might have to sign something, before she turned quickly and descended the hill
to our home that was within sight of the white
frame school. I had left a school in Holland
where there were two sixth grades with twenty
five kids in each class and had come to a classroom with the fifth and sixth grades together:
twelve in my grade, nine girls and three boys.
Our whole class and often the teacher, Mr.

Frank Huyser, would play softball together at
recess. It was exciting to be the ―new kid‖ but
the excitement cooled when I struck out at my
first time at bat. I finished ninth grade there
with the seventh, eighth and ninth grades in
one classroom taught by Mr. Harold Fennema,
the school principal, and my neighbor.
The first church member we met was Mr.
Nick Hendriksma, the janitor, who seemed
quite old to a 6th grader. I remember he was
missing a thumb. The white frame church was
across the parking lot from our orange brick
house on First Street, the back door of the
church always visible from our kitchen window. My mother taught kindergarten in the
basement of the church for a time and my
brother Fred remembers rehearsing his firstplace Young Calvinist oration ―White Fever‖
there, coached by our Dad. My sister Milly
was married in the church in December of
1956.
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plate and as young
men, we would crane
our necks to catch a
glimpse of the hundred
dollar bills being
given.
The entrance of the
church was on street
level so members had
to climb steps to the
right or left to enter
the sanctuary. At the
bottom of the stairs
was the coatroom
where coats and hats
were deposited during
the winter
months. When we left
church one Sunday
Rev. John Schuurmann and wife Marguerite
morning, we saw a
Frederick, Mildred (Buma), & Bruce—1958
black wool coat hangThe church was across from the Moline
ing from the open outside door to the church
Implement Company that stored a lot of used and the janitor, Ralph Ter Beek, was explainfarm implements, many of which would end
ing how he had smelled something burning
up on the street in front of the church on the
during the service and discovered a lit tobacco
mornings after Halloween. There was fear and pipe in the pocket of that coat burning a hole in
anxiety in the preacher‘s house when Hallow- the fabric and creating quite a stink. Mr. Mareen was on Saturday night!
tin Vander Woude claimed the coat.
I learned to usher in the church. Ushering
was not needed, since everyone knew their
pew, but we had two young men at each of the
back entrances in the morning and one at each
in the evening dressed in sport coats or suits
and ties, as were all of the men in church. The
back row of seats in the slightly elevated balcony was reserved for the rebellious male
youth in the church whose parents allowed
them to sit together in the back and sleep off
their Saturday night revelry. Greasy stains on
the back wall were the witness to their
heads. On Thanksgiving there was always a
morning service with a special offering. The
hard-working, generous farmers would often
pick that time to put large bills in the collection

Young Men‘s Society was in the basement
of Harry De Young‘s home at the end of Chappell Street. On those nights, I would walk
from the back door of our house, round the
corner of the church and head past the dark red
brick post office with the name ―Milo Gray‖ in
relief in gray concrete above the door and past
his big white house on the corner with a gray
carriage stone and black iron hitching post in
front of it. A block further I passed the Baptist
and Berean churches and then John and Clara
Nagel‘s house. Harry had youth group in his
basement on Monday nights during the school
year and we were supposed to take turns bringing food and drinks for the group. The best
times were when one of us forgot the snack
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farm, once coming close to burning down the
barn. Mrs. George (Geraldine) Schrotenboer
led the local 4-H club during my middle school
years. She led 4-H club hikes to a gravel pit
near Green Lake where we would play games
and eat a picnic meal and hike back singing all
the way! I was elected president of the club at
one point, which was a stretch for me!

Fred Schuurman, lower left, receiving award
from Rev. Morris Faber for his winning oration
―White Fever‖.

and Harry‘s wife Roe was summoned to provide. She made excellent sandwiches. Harry
was a warm but firm gentleman with whom we
could have fun, but who reminded us often to
behave like ―good Christian young men.‖ We
would play ping-pong before and after the
meeting, gathering around the same table for
our Bible lesson in between. Ruth Jager led the
Young Women‘s group, the Know Your Bible
Club. Together our youth groups consistently
won awards from the Young Calvinist Federation for our fundraising.
Harry De Young operated the local grocery
store where my brother Fred would work on
Thursday afternoons when the weekly shipment came in and on Saturdays. I sold my first
bell peppers from my 4-H garden there. I say
―my‖ garden, but it was my Dad who loved to
work the garden and I give him credit for my
blue 4-H ribbons. The garden was a generous
space on the small farm owned by Dr. Wesley
Jackson, the local veterinarian, and his wife
Martha. It was next to the railroad tracks. His
son Don also had a garden in that same space
and we worked and played together on that

Doc Jackson welcomed Don and me on his
veterinary calls to the area farms. We saw him
diagnose and treat animal diseases and problems and provide services I never dreamed existed. We rode along in his always current,
push-button-drive De Soto that he bought new
every year because he wore one out annually. In his home office he did procedures on
small animals and was known as an expert in
the trimming of boxers‘ ears. These experiences influenced my desire to work in the
medical field.
The church had a fast-pitch softball team
named the Moline Tigers that was managed by
Bert Jager and later Harold Haveman. We
looked pretty classy in our orange uniform
shirts although I don‘t remember us being a
great team. However, our pitcher, Don Vander
Woude, did put fear in the hearts of many batters. We played primarily at the public elementary school stadium in Moline but also in
Byron Center and at the Christian Reformed
Youth Center.
Some of the young men in the community
had other means of transportation before they
had cars. Vern Miedema had a red Cushman
scooter we called the ―gutless wonder‖, my
brother Fred had a green one and Keith Helmholdt rode a motorbike. None of these reached
very high speeds, but I remember that I was
forbidden by our parents to drive Fred‘s
scooter.
Ralph Ter Beek managed the Cities Service gas station next to the tracks for a time
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was a delight to access on a hot summer
day. In the Moline State Bank, Joe Haveman
and Ellert Hendriksma Jr. were extremely
trusting with their coins, allowing Ken Nagel
and me to look over new shipments of pennies
for our coin collections in our homes without
putting down any security. Ralph Miedema
had the Standard Station on First Street and
Old US131 where he helped me fix the brakes
on my 1955 Studebaker in his shop one winter. His brother Louis ran the motel up on that
intersection and did electronics repair. Andy
Cities Service Gas Station—1961
De Young delivered fuel oil for The Mill and
Corner of 12th & 144th Avenue
his brother Don taught at Cutlerville Christian
and later worked in Grand Rapids. Arnie Mor- and painted barns and houses in the summer. I
ren and I would depend on him often to give us rode to Cutlerville with Don in his 1955 Merrides home from South Christian High School cury when I went to South Christian High until
I got my own car.
in Cutlerville when we thumbed rides after
basketball practice. That station was also manMany of us worked on ―the muck‖ on 146th
aged later, at different times, by Garry Van
street. We rode our bikes and carried lunches
Den Berg, Ron Boone, Jim Vander Woude,
Eddie Haveman, and Ron Brink. At one point in paper sacks. I worked every summer after
th
there was a bumper pool table in its tiny base- 6 grade for Medley Michaud topping radment that they tried to keep a secret. It was 20 ishes, picking potatoes and carrots and preparcents a game and we would quietly go down- ing his fields for planting. Next door was Dave
stairs and play, putting thin cardboards in the Morren‘s farm where we would plant seedlings
in the spring, working in the greenhouse with
holes so that the balls would not go into the
Janice and Thelma Morren as we listened to
enclosed table and we could play for
free. Once, the word came down that my Dad ―The Top 40‖ on Saturday mornings. Arnie
was usually around to supervise. During mid–
was upstairs getting gas, so we were all exschool years, in the spring, Adrian Hendriksma
tremely quiet as we heard the floor boards
would ask us to pick asparagus early in the
creak under my Dad‘s polished shoes!
morning on his farm. My brother Fred, Roger
De Haan and Ken and Rick Nagel and I would
Downtown was Joe Faber‘s barbershop
be up at 4 A.M. and Fred would drive us to the
that shared a building with Dave‘s Variety
Store. Joe‘s haircuts were $1.50, and $1.75 for asparagus where we would pick the green
stalks with Jimmy Vreeland. Ade would take
a flat top. No tips. No appointments, we just
waited. Losing Joe to cancer in 1966 was a big the fruits of our labors to Plainwell to be
sold. He was very generous, sharing his profshock to me. Dave Fennema was a partner
with Joe in that shop for a time and took over its with us. We would be back and in school
by 8 A.M.
when Joe was ill.
John and Grace Slager cared for me for
Hank and Edie Gort lived across the street
several
weeks when my parents went to Califrom the parsonage and Hank owned the
Moline Locker Plant with Earl Aubil where we fornia because Dad was taking a course at
Berkeley. John also taught me about electripurchased meat and had a locker drawer that
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city in 4-H and gave me tips on fishing when I
would join them at their rented cottage. Clara
Nagel faithfully played the organ at the church
and gave me piano lessons for several years in
her home. Her father, Leonard Sinke, lived
next to the church and was a master of dry humor. He always wore a coat and hat to church
no matter how hot it was. His reasoning was
that in the hot field, you wrap up the water jug
to keep it cool so it should work with your
body too! On Sunday afternoon, Ken Nagel,
Clara‘s son, and I would go for walks north on
the railroad tracks. We would mess around on
the empty railroad cars on the Moline Mill siding and have contests seeing how many railroad rails we could walk without falling off.
During that time the new US131 was being
built and checking out the progress was great
fun.

the basement where the stairs went up to the
main floor.
We lived in that house until 1964 when my
parents moved to Ferrysburg, Michigan, where
Dad pastored his last church before retiring. During the last two years in Moline, Rick
Nagel and I would car pool to Calvin College. In the summers and during vacations, I
worked for Tom Walma like my brother Fred
had done, pouring concrete walls for home
construction in the area.

The people of the Moline Christian Reformed Church and those in the greater Moline
community have had a significant impact on
my life. I still can picture many of the people,
hear the sounds and smell the smells of small
town living. The individuals I have mentioned
and the greater unnamed community gave me
In the basement of the parsonage, there
confidence in my life that might have been
was a ping-pong table that part of the time was hard to get in a different community. Moline,
used for the game, but part of the time was a
thank you for the memories!
table for working on model cars. Leonard Nagel, Dennis Carter and I each had a newspaper- Bruce Schuurmann
covered area on the table on which to customize our dream cars. A model railroad was alGallup, New Mexico
ways under construction in the other section of

From the Bossenbroek Family
It was on a cold December day in 1964
when we arrived in Moline with our four sons,
Carl, Jim, Steve and Lorin. We had no problems on the way, although we were informed
that on the trip from Iowa the moving van had
left the highway and landed in the ditch. There
were no serious consequences. We received a
warm welcome by members of our church,
which included a delicious dinner by one of
the church ladies.
Since Moline was an animal friendly town,
our dog ―Frisker‖ found new canine friends

who introduced him to the meat market where
the friendly butcher kept him well supplied
with bones. He sometimes brought them home
for future meals. As pastor, I wasn‘t initially
aware of this additional benefit provided for
our dog.
Before we left Iowa, Carl was hoping that
the Moline church would have a Cadet
Club. He was not disappointed. One of Jim‘s
memories was the beautiful roses growing on
the east side of the garage. The only plant Jim
had really been familiar with previously was
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On yet another Sunday
evening, Mel Ver Wys was
conducting a hymn sing in
the church. Behind the pulpit a piece of carpet had been
placed to protect the carpeting under it. Mr. Ver Wys
stumbled around on the piece
of carpet and finally announced, ―Just like a bunch
of Hollanders, protecting one
piece of carpet with another.‖
As the congregation grew,
eventually it became necessary to assign seats in the basement
Rev. Leonard Bossenbroek and wife Sarella
for the Sunday morning serLorin, Carl, James, & Steven—1970
vice. The only advantage to the
Iowa corn. The roses lasted only a couple of
basement seating arrangement was that it was
years, due to the new pastor‘s inability to care
possible to arrive immediately before the serfor them. Soon after we arrived the boys envice began and have a reserved seat available
rolled in the Moline Christian School, where
for you in the basement. The question was aleach had at least one classmate who attended
ready being discussed as to what should be
Moline Church.
done with our ―good‖ problem.
I recall one Sunday evening as I was conducting the service, the sermon was interrupted
by a radio announcer who was bringing to the
congregation a play-by-play description of a
Canadian hockey game. The sound system
had somehow picked up the radio broadcast,
and rebroadcast it through the church‘s sound
system. I decided to continue preaching. The
next morning I received a call from someone,
who had been seated in the back of the church,
wondering if I had heard the final score!
Another Sunday evening the fire sirens
went off, and one of the families sitting close
to the front of the sanctuary was called
out. After the service, we were informed that a
tornado had passed through just south of
Moline and that the Hoppe home had been hit
and a large part of it was destroyed. Thankfully, no one was hurt including an elderly
couple home that evening.

No doubt, one of the most significant decisions made by the congregation during our stay
in Moline was the building of a new church. A
very qualified building committee spent
months studying the needs of the congregation
and finally came to the congregation with a
proposal to build a new church. This proposal
was adopted by the congregation and the
church was completed in 1970. Believe it or
not, the cost of the new church building alone
was a little under $200,000. With furnishing,
equipment, and parking lots, the total cost was
approximately $248,000.
Very soon after the building was completed
a wedding was planned. When the day came
for the wedding, it started to rain early in the
day and continued throughout the entire
day. The wedding party gathered in the
narthex and before the bride was to come
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down the aisle, the water came in through the
roof immediately above where the bride was
ready to enter the auditorium She apparently
was intent on getting married, because the
wedding began without delay.
During the transition into the ―new‖
church, President Nixon called churches to
gather in prayer for a mid-week prayer service
on behalf of the Apollo 13 astronauts whose
return to earth was uncertain due to problems
with the spacecraft. Moline Christian Reformed
Church also participated in that call to prayer.

Our seven years in Moline were happy
years, but very busy years. The Lord provided
His blessing in all these years for which we are
very grateful and we hope and pray that our
ministry was also a blessing to the Moline
church.
We congratulate you on your 100th anniversary and it is our prayer that God will continue to provide for the Moline CRC in the
years ahead.
Rev. Leonard Bossenbroek

From the De Vries family

Rev. Willard H. DeVries and wife, Alice
Margaret (Rice) and Katherine (Fuller) -1981

Greetings from Arizona
and Congratulations on 100 years!
Here are a few words to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of Moline Christian Reformed Church. I would like to share a favorite Psalm with you. Psalm 46 speaks of the
faithfulness of God. Martin Luther based his
famous hymn, ―A Mighty Fortress is our God‖

on this psalm. The psalmist begins with ―God is our refuge and
strength, an ever present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not
fear.‖ The psalmist goes on to
describe the storms of life in
vivid detail, speaking of the
earth giving way, waters roaring
and foaming, and mighty mountains falling into the depths of
the sea. In contrast to these
storms is the strong fortress of
our God, like the mighty walls
surrounding Jerusalem. Interestingly, even the strongest human
fortresses fail. Yet God is a
―bulwark‖ or sea wall never
failing. God is faithful, no matter what the
circumstances. As you contemplate the next
hundred years, understand there will be
storms. But ―forgetting what is behind, press
on toward the goal‖ of becoming more like
your Savior, and remember that Christ, the
―author and perfecter of your faith‖ is with
you. Remember that ―The Lord Almighty is
with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.‖
Rev. Willard De Vries
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From the Hensen family
renovations and building improvements that
accompanied the numerical growth. The improvements included a new roof, a completely
Congratulations on celebrating Moline
th
CRC‘s 100 anniversary! What a testimony to new furnace system, an upgrade to the kitchen
and a facility expansion to the existing church
God‘s faithfulness and blessings over these
many years! I was privileged to serve Moline building. That addition included rooms for CaCRC from 1993 to 2003, one decade of those dets, catechism, choir, youth group, Children
one hundred years of history. ―Decade‖ seems and Worship, and Little Lambs on the lower
level. On the main floor, much-needed infant
like a long time, but the years went by very
quickly. During our first year, my wife Janet and toddler nurseries were added as well as a
library and office space for the church staff.
and I celebrated the birth of our fourth child,
Those addiAdam. We were
tions also altold that Adam
lowed for an
was the first baby
information/
in the parsonage in
welcome cen42 years! We
ter in an exraised our four
panded area
children-Maria,
for fellowChrista, Aaron and
Adam- at the forship.
mer parsonage located at 1239
During
144th Ave in
those years,
Moline. They
the church
walked across the
also shifted
street to attend
its Sunday
Moline Christian
morning worSchool. Both
ship service
Maria and Christa
format into a
graduated from
blending of
eighth grade and then
traditional psalms and
Rev. William Hensen and wife Janet
attended and graduMaria, Krista, Aaron & front Adam—2001 hymns with contempoated from South Chrisrary praise. This reflected the diversity of multi-generational wortian High School.
ship. The generous gift of an enhancement to
Throughout the years that Janet and I were the organ along with adding other instruments
such as keyboard, guitar, and drums to the
privileged to serve the Moline congregation,
the church welcomed many new families into more traditional piano, flute, trumpet, and violin expanded our opportunities to praise and
the church fellowship. I remember that we
prayed that God would bless Moline CRC with worship our great God.
at least five new families per year and God answered that prayer! During this time, the
Many willing workers stepped forward
church facility went through some significant during those busy years to assume responsibiliDear Moline Congregation,
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ties in staffing programs and serving on the
church council and other committees. ―Membership means ministry‖ took on
new meaning with so many of God‘s people
reaching out to serve as needs arose. Who gets
the credit for all of this? God does! I was continually amazed at how God raised up leaders
for new programs and willing workers for
every endeavor that Moline CRC became involved in. I am confident that this Christ-like
spirit of love and selfless service still continues
to this day.

Sunday evening service when, without announcement, about thirty worshippers walked
out of the sanctuary and down the street to Jim
and Carolyn‘s home. As I joined them, these
brothers and sisters in the faith began to sing
hymns and psalms of praise to God serenading
the Westhouse family as Jim lay bed-ridden in
the living room of his home. There were too
many to come inside, so God‘s people assembled themselves at the front door and surrounded the front of their home like angels of
mercy encircling God‘s children in need. Can
you picture that? Jim is now at home with our
Lord Jesus and those of us who knew and
I have been blessed to serve as a pastor
loved him, miss him very much. But that
within the Christian Reformed Church for 22
years. Any pastor involved in the life and min- memory will stay with me for a lifetime beistry of the church he is called to shepherd un- cause it is a reflection of the depth of caring of
God‘s people in Moline. And it is also a rederstands that God‘s people are not exempt
from life‘s troubles. Nevertheless, throughout minder to me that someday, what we experience in this life as God‘s people during our
the times of joy and sorrow, God remains
best moments of authentic love in Jesus‘ name
faithful. And more than that, His grace and
forgiveness is manifested in the person and the will be a fulltime and ever-present reality for
work of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior! He all of eternity. It doesn‘t get any better than
is the balm that heals and restores our souls
that!
and redeems our lives for His glory. What a
comfort it is to realize that His grace is suffiSince leaving Moline, I have continued to
cient! On the occasion of Moline CRC‘s 100th serve in the military chaplaincy as a special
anniversary, we can affirm that God‘s people staff officer with the 46th Military Police Comcan continue to depend upon God‘s grace in
mand. During 2006-2007 I served a 12 month
the midst of life‘s trials, giving thanks to Him active duty deployment to Iraq in support of
for all His blessings and trusting Almighty
Operation Iraqi Freedom. With so many members of our congregations currently serving or
God for His faithful provision for the future.
previously serving in the military service, our
churches celebrate this chaplaincy ministry as
I‘d like to share one recollection that reflects this authentic love for one another within we serve our Lord Jesus in this extension of
the church. During my pastorate in Moline,
our local churches.
one of our long-time and faithful members in
the congregation, Jim Westhouse, was sufferPastor Will Hensen
ing from cancer. As Jim‘s health continued to
deteriorate, there came a point where he could
not attend church. When Jim was no longer
able to go to church, the church came to him.
There were many who visited with Jim and
Carolyn during Jim‘s illness. One particular
happening touched my heart. I finished
preaching and giving the benediction for a
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From the Doornbos family
Dear Friends,

Not content to just maintain the ―status
quo‖ I observed some areas in the church that
needed some attention, improvement and implementation. So, during my stay, a plan of
action was started to care for our congregation.
Some attention was given to better follow-up
on our possibilities for membership. A quarterly six-week Pastor‘s Class for church membership was begun with a Spirit blessed response. The church entered a numerical growing mode. Organizing special get-acquainted,
fun, spiritual and social activities for different
age groups beginning with the seniors group
called the ―Elderberries‖ was begun. Plans
included starting two additional groups for the
middle age group called the ―Middleberries‖
and a group for young single and married
called the ―Newberries‖, but time for me drew
to a close before that could become a reality.
The church saw the need for supporting our
young people and sponsors by hiring a Youth
Director. Although the church was excited and
very supportive of the plan, it just didn‘t work
out as hoped. Not seeing the youth program
advance and become a vital program impacting
the church and community was my biggest disappointment and heartache.
Our greatest pleasure in serving the MCRC
was to get acquainted and become friends with
wonderful, outstanding and committed Christian people. Also to witness God‘s people happily involved, to tie the marriage knot to several radiant couples, to share grief times during
the passing of loved ones, to see guests not
only visit but stay and to see young and older
alike take their stand for the Lord Jesus Christ
gave us much joy in serving. Moline Christian
Reformed Church will always hold a special
place in our hearts. Thanks so much for the
lasting memories!!

In 2002, following Pastor Hensen, I
was approached and
asked if I would
serve Moline Christian Reformed
Church as a part time
interim pastor. I discussed the church‘s
needs with two members of Council, together with how much of my time would be
available. They in turn made a recommendation to the Council. The approval of that recommendation began a wonderful two and a
half year experience for Elsie and me with the
Moline Christian Reformed Church.
Part of my responsibilities included weddings and funerals. I didn‘t want to conduct a
funeral for anyone I didn‘t know and so asked
permission to call on everyone over the age of
62. These visits were happily received by the
congregation and enjoyed by me as well.
My preaching schedule required three
morning services and two evening worship
times per month. I struggled a bit with the
Psalter Hymnal, as I wasn‘t familiar with the
hymns. I asked for some help from the Worship Committee to inform me what hymns
were enjoyed and ―singable‖. This was a great
help. I tried to balance the hymns from both
the Psalter Hymnal and the Celebration Hymnal. I attempted to make the services inspirational and the sermons understandable, interesting and applicable to life situations. The
congregation responded very well. Almost
every Sunday the A.M. service was nearly full
and the evening service was about two thirds
full...in spite of winter blasts of snow, wind
and ice. The spirit of ―wanting to be there‖
Rev. Charles and Elsie Doornbos
rather than just ―having to be there‖ prevailed.
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Sons of the Moline Congregation
who entered the Ministry
Reaching out beyond the world of Moline
has been an increasing goal through the life of
the church. Many of the young people of our
church have stepped on to various callings in
the world both in the Moline vicinity and outside of Moline. It would be hard to recognize
all of those who are today in some kind of
Christian service through teaching, social work
or evangelism. Many sons and daughters have
followed God‘s leading and witness to the
world each day in their occupations and surroundings.
Some of our sons chose to enter the ministry of God‘s Word. One of the sons of the
congregation was Rev. Jerry Pott who was a
missionary to Tres Arroyos, Argentina, South
America and was
probably one of the
first missionaries that
was supported by our
church. Rev. Pott
has two brothers in
our congregation at
the present
time: Cornelius Potts
and Ed Potts. Rev.
Pott came back to
Moline to tell of his
work at special services but also as a
guest pastor. Rev.
Pott spent 20 years
Rev. Jerry Pott
of his ministry in
Argentina and then ministered to the Spanishspeaking migrants in the Holland, Michigan
area until his retirement. He died in 2004.

was Rev. Lugene Bazuin
who faithfully preached
God‘s Word to Christian
Reformed congregations
in Iowa, Illinois, Colorado and Indiana. Although he is now retired,
he continues to serve as
a chaplain at a retirement village in Illinois.
Rev. Lugene Bazuin

Rev. Bazuin sharing memories at 75th Anniversary

The brother of Chris and Bob Van Den
Berg, Rev. Gerald
Van Den Berg served
God in churches in
Michigan, Canada,
Arizona, Iowa, Montana, Minnesota and
Wisconsin until his
retirement in 1990. He
died in 2004.
Rev. Gerald
Van Den Berg

Another minister who grew up in Moline
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Serving as
an evangelist in
various parts of
the U.S. including Sheboygan,
Wisconsin;
Lawndale, Chicago; and Lawrence, Michigan
was another
son, Rev. ClaRev. Clarence Buist
rence Buist who
grew up in Moline and was a brother of Susie
Dewey and brother-in-law of Martha Buist and
Sam Tjepkema. Rev. Buist is now deceased.

as a Minister of Church Education in Zeeland,
Michigan and served in a Youth for Christ
ministry. He is now in a non-ministerial vocation.
Our youngest pastor
from our congregation is
Rev. Aaron Jager, son of
Rol and Trish Jager, who
is a pastor/chaplain at
Eastern Christian Children‘s Retreat in Wyckoff, New Jersey.
Rev. Aaron Jager

Mr. John R. Jackson, who
was the son of Dr. Wesley
and Martha Jackson, entered
the ministry in the
1970‘s. He served two
churches in Wisconsin and
Michigan and now is in a
non-ministerial vocation.
John R. Jackson

Rev. Steve
Elzinga, currently a
pastor at Pathway
Ministries in Byron
Center, has served as
a pastor/church
planter in Michigan
and Canada and has
Rev. Steve Elzinga
worked for Life Net 21
and the Bible League ministries.
Mr. Charles Westhouse,
also a son of the Moline
congregation, is the son of
Abe and Lucille Westhouse. In the 1980‘s
Charles served in the Christ
Ministries to National
Parks,

David Veldt, chaplaincy intern

David Veldt, a former member of our congregation, is now a student at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan.
Travis Grassmid,
also a former member
of our church, is a
senior seminarian at
Greenville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Taylors,
South Carolina.
Seminarian Travis Grassmid

Charles Westhouse
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Prayer Focus
―For my house will be called a house of
prayer for all nations.‖ This verse from Isaiah
56:7 might be one of the mottos that our
church has chosen as its mandate throughout
its 100 years. There have been many prayers
breathed for the projects in our church and in
many different ways. There have been prayer
chains, phone lines, secret prayer partners,
prayer supporters for teens, congregational
prayer time, evening prayer groups, council
prayer retreats, prayer cards in the pews,
weekly prayer lists in the bulletins, prayer services for crops and industry and a World Day
of Prayer. The prayer ministry of our church
has been vital to the life of this congregation as
we focus on the importance of serving God on
our knees.
Too often we think of the life of the
church as a collage of people, buildings, and
events that come together in a visible unfolding history that can be marked with photos and
documents. Surely that is part of a church‘s
presence, but unlike any other institution, a
church is marked by the unseen. The invisible
and often times the most important gifts that
the church brings to the world are the events
that never happened because God‘s people
were on their knees or ―Standing in the Gap.‖
For reasons we do not understand, God

governs His world through the prayers of the
saints. He only hears and moves His hand in
response to the requests of His children, and
therein rests the most significant expression of
the impact of Moline Christian Reformed
Church.
In the earliest days the impact of the
prayers of this church had to do almost exclusively with members of the church. Young
men returned from war because of the prayers
of the saints. Children were often spared from
polio and whooping cough because of the
prayers of ―the body.‖ More than anything,
young sons and daughters surrendered their
hearts to God because parents and grandparents, elders and pastors asked God for his light
to shine into those young hearts.
In more recent times the church has
looked outside her walls to ask God‘s blessing
on a fallen world. There are prayers for the
lost in our neighborhoods and in Guatemala,
prayers for Christian schools and public
schools, prayers for our members and for our
brothers and sisters down the street meeting in
the Baptist church.
During these 100 years of prayer in
Moline Christian Reformed Church several
shifts come to mind that affect the most significant gift we bring to each other and the
world. One positive shift is that we are becoming more honest with our brokenness and more
willing to share with others what they can then,
lift up to our God. We are a bit less pretentious about our personal and family failings so
that others in the church can pray for our
wounded daughters, our wayward sons, and
our more intimate health and family concerns. That‘s a very good thing. The church is
more of a hospital than a museum, and we can
only bring one another to the great Physician if
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prayer‖. Our schedules are made so tight that
time for our conversations with God gets
pushed off the pages of our daily planner.
Council is leading us to rethink how we build
God‘s Kingdom by making prayer the center
piece of their meetings and decisions. We
must follow their lead and resist the curse of
our contemporary culture of pride, selfreliance, and expediency that finds little time
or need for prayer.
May God grant that we never forget in
Moline Christian Reformed Church that, while
our resume may be short and not particularly
sensational, still our Father is the King! We
must be talking to him constantly for his sake
and for the sake of his Kingdom..

Kevin, Carol & Katelyn Rottman in prayer

we are willing to share our wounds.
Another reforming change is that our practice of prayer has caught up with our belief in
the priesthood of all believers. No longer do
we subtly presume that ―The Domini‖ or one
of the elders is sufficiently gifted to pray publicly and it is primarily their prayers that really
make a difference. Through the Rev. Al
Vander Griend‘s Power and Passion of
Prayer study series, and through biblically
based sermons we have come to understand
and practice prayer in a way that is more consistent with a right understanding of scripture. Every humble holy believer, from a child
to an ancient saint, has access to the power of
God, and we are coming to a better understanding that somehow God uses the simplest
of prayers in his divine providence. Men,
women, and children, regardless of age or office, are gradually being considered Kingdom
builders purely on the basis of their conversations with God.
Still, Satan would much rather see us busy
with ―church work‖ and consumed by ―hurry
sickness‖ than on our knees, drawing power
from God and expressing our love to our
Heavenly Father. This may be the greatest obstacle of the 21st century to being a ―house of
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Don Westhouse

OUR OUTREACH TO THE WORLD
and Karen Liimatta have conducted. Since
Karen is a daughter of our congregation, we
anticipate seeing the progress of their ministry
in Marquette.

MISSIONARIES/
MISSION TRIPS

Our current support has also been extended to the Hospital Chaplaincy of Grand
Rapids, Son-Life Camp, John and Lynne Morrow and Dave and Blanca Gifford. In addition,
many of our members seek out a mission
where they wish to volunteer such as Degage‘
Ministries, Guiding Light and Mel Trotter Missions in Grand Rapids. For many years our
societies have been assisting with a Church
Service at Laurels of Sandy Creek Nursing
Center in Wayland. Some of our members
have also helped staff a booth at the Allegan
One of the first mission- County Fair to distribute Bibles and Christian
aries supported by our
literature.
church was a son of the
congregation, Rev. Jerry Pott, who labored for
Our youth group has gone out for several
many years in Argentina, South America and years on different projects such as a large
who would return to the congregation with sto- SERVE group to Kentucky where they have
ries of his ministry there through special mis- joined with other youth groups of the sursion programs or as a guest minister. Since
rounding area to help with disaster relief or
Rev. Michiel and Trudy DeBerdt lived among general help to those in need of home repairs
us at the Mission Home while on furlough
and in conducting a Vacation Bible
from Japan, they endeared themselves to us
School. In the summer of 2007, their mission
and we helped support their ministry in Japan trip led them to Maine where they helped on an
Indian Reservation, painted houses, and helped
for many years.
with a Boys and Girls Club on the reservation.
In more recent years we have become well
acquainted with and followed the work of
Roger and Karen Van Otterloo who have been
with the Wycliffe Translators for many years
and our support has followed them. We have
also been in support of Bill and Diana Steele in
their mission outreach in Guinea, West Africa
and have met them several times when they
have come to fellowship with us. An outreach
to the university students in Marquette, Michigan has been carried out for several years under the Intervarsity College Ministry that Andy
During the years of the existence of
Moline Christian Reformed Church, there has
been an effort to reach our world by supporting
missionaries on the field away from
Moline. Although they
are not all named in this
section, a list of most of
the missionaries to whom
we have sent support is
listed in the Appendix.
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The children love having their picture taken

Our biggest missionary effort in the last 5
years has been the Guatemala Mission Project
that had its beginnings in 2002 when Dave
Westhouse went on a mission trip with another
congregation to Guatemala to help with building projects and orphanage visits. From this
stemmed the ambitious efforts of Dave and
Donna Westhouse who over the past few years
have led many people from our congregation
to join them in Guatemala for a trip of 8 days
each January to carry on the love of Christ to
the people of Guatemala. The mission team
works through the Guatemala Relief And
Compassion Evangelism (G.R.A.C.E.) as they
bring relief to the poor and hurting people of

Interacting with the children is part
of the mission—2006

Guatemala. The team members show the love
of Jesus to the children on the streets through
the use of songs, play, and Street Bible
schools. Although each team member is responsible for raising his/her own funding for
the trip, this effort has grown to include the
other members of our congregation who are
not able to go in person, but who go with their
prayers and gifts of clothing, toiletries, and
school supplies to the people we see as our
neighbors in Central America. The citizens of
Guatemala in turn are grateful with tears of joy
as they see Jesus in our members and are
touched by His love.

Pastor Daniel Villatoro during
the dedication
of the house—2006

Dennis Dykstra showing a Guatemalan family
the picture of the family who sponsored their
new home.—2006
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From a
report to our
congregation on the
2007 Guatemala trip,
here are the
reflections
of two of the
team members:

2006 House dedication
Building a house –2007

Right from the start, Guatemala was more
beautiful than I had expected. In the morning
the mountains could be seen rising above the
clouds, with the valley below veiled in
mist. Lush, terraced fields were carved into
the sides of the mountains and surprisingly, the
roads were good. Speaking of the roads, when
I was a kid my Dad would describe a wild
driver as ―driving like Jehu.‖ In Guatemala
they could say a wild driver ―drives like a
chicken bus driver.‖ As a traveling group we
give extra thanks for good van drivers and to
God‘s guiding hand because we were certainly
divinely protected up and down the mountains,
through lawless traffic jams and around goats,
dogs, cows, horses and chicken buses along the
way.

But my most precious memory of the village is Maria‘s smile. Scott Helmholdt and I
were putting some finishing touches on
Maria‘s house. About the same time Kim
Wynalda and Marianne Ebenstein were admiring the door they had just finished on Maria‘s
house and Kim and Marianne were saying it
was ―bonita‖ meaning beautiful. I looked up
and Maria was standing there watching us
work on her new home with a look of wonderful expectation. I said to her, ―bonita
casa?‖ (beautiful house?) and her whole face
lit up with a smile. ―Gracias, gracias, gracias,‖ she said.

Maria‘s smile will light up a spot in my
memory forever. When I think of the differences between Maria‘s house in Guatemala
In the village of Rincon Chiquito where we and my house here, it‘s a totally different
worked, we met Almunya. She would laugh
world, black and white vs. Technicolor.
each time I would pronounce the Dutch version of her name. She smiled and watched for
Then I think about Jesus on earth compared
2 days as we built a new house for her, her
to His heavenly home. What a Gift, what a
husband and 5 kids. Almunya‘s 7 person fam- Savior! Then we turn to Him and smile and
ily lived in a 10 feet by 10 feet house made
say thank you, Gracias, thank you. Thank you
mostly of corn stalks. Just 10 feet away, her
for preparing a place for us.
new house, 12 feet by 12 feet made from 8 4x4
posts and 30 sheets of corrugated metal with a
Roland Jager
concrete floor, was being built and she could
not stop smiling.
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2007 Team members with Guatemalan family and
completed house. From Moline CRC—Nick Wesseldyke, Randy Ellens, Rol Jager, Dave Westhouse,
Zach Ellens, front: Carol Smith & Marla Haveman.

2007 Guatemala Team

Hola,

when a little girl came up to me and asked me
what my name was. After I told her my name
she took me by the hands and I was her personal buddy for the time I spent there. She
made me feel so special.

I found it interesting that our theme for this
trip was ―fan the flame‖ because when you go
on a mission trip that is exactly what happens. One‘s flame gets rekindled. On this trip
it was no different for me.

You see, we all are on little mission
trips. Through our words and actions we can
share Christ with others. Your Mission trip
may not be in Guatemala; it might be right
here in Michigan. It could be in your
neighborhood, or school or church. Your mission may be helping in the nursery or leading a
Sunday school class. Your mission may be the
adoption of a child or foster care for children
who need a safe home. Your mission may be
bringing cookies to someone who is sick or
sending a card to say, ―I‘m thinking of you today,‖ or taking time to visit with our seniors in
their homes. Your mission may be going to
work and being on time, coming with a good
attitude. You see, you don‘t have to go far to
fan someone‘s flame. I challenge all of you to
embrace your mission trip that the Lord has for
you and see where He will lead you!!

I would like to share just two events that
really fanned my flame. First was the evening
that we passed out clothes, food, toys, and
health kits. My job was to hand a box of crayons and a coloring book to each family. As I
was handing these to an older lady, she smiled
at me and said, ―Thank you‖, then grabbed me
by the arm and gave me a big hug and kissed
me on my cheek. It was something so small
but lifted my heart to the heavens.
The other event was when we were standing
in the street of the village where the team of
last year had built homes. We were surrounded by the children who wanted to play,
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Kim Wynalda

MOLINE MISSION HOME
In the spring of 1972 the home of Mr.
meetings and reconnection with the
John Haveman in Moline became a furlough
Board. At the same time they were in a quiet
mission home for foreign missionaries who
community where they could receive the rest
were on leave from their positions with World they needed. In addition and a plus for our
Missions. The home had been bequeathed in
church community, we were able to welcome
his will by Mr. Haveman to Christian Rethese missionaries to our community and to
formed World Missions to become a home to our church and they could give us a glimpse of
the missionaries while they were either on a
the Mission field ―out there‖ wherever that
respite from their duties or were in between
might be. Some of the ministers conducted our
assignments. Their length of stay was varied; worship services and they often showed slides
some stayed for a full year; while others were and gave talks at our society meetings.
only here for a few months. The ladies of the
church in both the Ladies Aid and the J.O.Y.
An extensive list of the missionaries who
Circle formed
stayed in the
committees or
Mission
asked for volHome is
unteers to
published
clean and
elsewhere,
maintain the
but a few
home. Men of
names canthe congreganot escape
tion did some
menof the needed
tion. The
repairs and
first missionmaintenance in
aries in the
the home. The
home were
committees
Rev. Gerrit
were also responsiMoline Mission Home
and Helen KoeLocated on the NE corner of Rosewood & Chappell
ble for making sure
doot from Japan
the furnishings of
and they lived
the home were complete and the cupboards
there during at least two different furfilled with staples before the family moved
loughs. The home was large and spacious, so
it accommodated families very well. Rev. Miinto it.
chiel and Trudy DeBerdt, also missionaries to
This home served many purposes. It pro- Japan for many years, endeared themselves to
vided the missionary families a ―home away
the community, and their children were stufrom home‖ in a sense and it also provided
dents at Moline Christian School at different
many of them a Christian school nearby where times. The families of Rev. Ray Hommes and
their children could feel welcome and comfort- Rev. Tom Soerens were also familiar to the
able in a Christian educational setting. It also school and church community. There are other
provided the missionaries a home near to the
names such as Normans, Kortenhovens, and
Mission Board where they needed to go for
Munros who were also residents of the house
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and their children students at the school. The
Mission Home was closed in the mid 1990‘s
because the Mission Board chose to house the
missionaries closer to their offices and in a
community of condos in Grand Rapids. Some
of the last residents of the Mission Home were
Arlyn and Lois Glewen and family and it is a
blessing to have them in our fellowship at
Moline in 2008.

with your help and cooperation that our missionaries can come to a home that is nice and
clean. So often I hear the missionaries say
what a blessing it is to come to a home that is
ready to be lived in.‖

And from a bulletin announcement in
1992 we learned: ―The Missionaries that reside
in Moline often comment on the thoughtfulness and love they feel in the Moline CommuIt was a blessing to the Moline CRC to
nity. A thank you from the World Mission
have these missionaries share part of their lives Board and a thank you to the ones who cleaned
with us, and the missionaries in return felt wel- or made repairs in the house.‖ It was indeed a
comed into our community. From a letter re- mutual blessing to have the Moline Mission
ceived by the J.O.Y circle we learned that ―it is Home in Moline for over 20 years.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
In 1974 the consistory minutes give the
names of a Child Evangelism Committee comprised of Elaine DeHaan, Sandy DeKraker, Pat
DeHaan, Shirlene LeFebre, and Ev Fennema
who were given the responsibility of surveying
the Moline neighborhood with the idea of be-

Vacation Bible School promotion with Rachel
Raad as clown behind Gerrit Post‘s car.

ginning a Daily Vacation Bible School in our
church. That first Bible School, held in the
summer of 1974, had 91 children in attendance. From 1974 to the present time, VBS
has been held in our church. There have been
many different activities involved with recruiting the neighborhood children to VBS. The
annual Moline Fair days provided an opportunity for recruitment, and Mr. Gerrit Post volunteered his old car to drive the poster and
clowns to promote VBS. In the last few years
VBS has become an evening event and the
church and grounds have been buzzing with
the sounds of children during the early hours
of a summer evening. One of the highlights of
the VBS ministry in the 1980‘s was a friend
named Og who came to Bible school. He was
a large monkey puppet and he was a special
friend of Bruce Ter Beek. Og told stories and
brought his other puppet friends to Bible
School as well. He made a lasting impression
with some of the stories he told at VBS.
Many good memories and the seeds of God‘s
Word have sprung from these VBS programs
at Moline CRC.
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Pastor Will and
Janet Hensen
lead a Bible
School
expedition.

VBS 2007—Dave Westhouse
playing games with the kids.

Bible School children search for gold with leader
Andrea Jager.

THE COFFEE BREAK/STORY HOUR
MINISTRY
The inspiration for a Coffee Break program to take place in our church came from a
conversation between Rev. Al Vander Griend
and a couple of ladies of the church in 1985.
Part of the desire for a Coffee Break ministry
was that we should not be missing out on the
grace that God was pouring out on other
churches and communities. Our goal was focused on ―outreach and in reach‖. In those
early years we canvassed neighborhoods and
made an effort to educate women about Coffee
Break and Story Hour. Women and children
came, met Jesus and experienced His grace.
One woman recently reminded Clara Nagel
and Mary Westhouse that she became a Christian during Coffee Break in Moline and over
the past 20 years the lives of her and her family have been eternally changed.

There have been many staff members who
set up tables, ordered supplies, led lessons,
cared for children, told the ―old, old story‖ to
generations in Story Hour, prayed and attended
conventions. Women who stepped out of their
comfort zones, grew to love and know other
women, and learned from another generation
of women. But through all those years, Jesus
has made Himself known in real and vibrant
ways to all who came. Coffee Break and Story
Hour have been one of the many ways we have
been given God‘s grace in Moline CRC. For
23 of the 100 years of Moline CRC, hundreds
of women have attended Coffee Break and
hundreds of children have attended Story
Hour. Some of the same women who were in
Coffee Break 23 years ago are still involved
and many are sitting in the pews with you to46

day. Thankfully
none of the children
have stayed in Story
Hour those 23 years,
but they might be
involved in Christ‘s
work as an adult.
Our gratitude goes to
God who is faithful in all ways to those who
seek Him in the Coffee Break and Story Hour
setting. In the words of Psalm 106:1, ―Praise
the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is

good; his love endures forever.‖
Trish Jager
An added note: The first two ladies mentioned were Jane Tebben and Lois Hendriksma
and a contact committee of the following ladies met at the first meeting on February 28,
1985: Clara Nagel, Betti Timmer, Mary Westhouse, Sandy Wiersma, Betty Vander Woude,
Trish Jager, Angie DeKraker and Alice
DeVries.

SYLJL/SPECIAL FRIENDS CLUB
During the spring of 1978 while the VBS
committee was planning its program for the
year, Wilma Quist came with a request and
materials to begin a group for boys and girls
within the Moline community who had special
needs. Wilma‘s concern for her son Jack was
the initial force behind her plans and desires,
but she also had a heart for other children with
special needs who were not having the promises of God‘s love presented to them. From

Special Friends Club—2008

her impetus came the beginning of the SYLJL
Club which stood for Special Youth Learning
Jesus Love. Their teachers that first year of
Bible School were Wilma Quist, Betty Seif,
Hattie Vander Woude and Diane Ver Beek and
Dorothy Hollemans. Their lessons came from
a book called Teach Me, Please Teach Me and
these were incorporated to fit the various needs
of each student. The students enjoyed making
craft projects such as hooked rugs, plant hangers, wreaths and pillow
tops. There were many
outings to accommodate
the students and many
fun afternoons were
spent swimming at the
Post home on Green
Lake, at Vander
Woude‘s farm and at
various parks in the
area. In 1982 the program was shared with
the summer school program that many of the
students were attending
and they spent the morning in summer school
with Mrs. Dunn and the
afternoon in a VBS setting.
47

The SYLJL club name was a bit cumbersome and was later changed to Special Friends
Club. The Moline Christian School Board
granted permission for the club to use the
school for their meeting place and every 3 rd
Monday night the gym could be used for the
club. The group especially enjoyed Gym night
as well as the special parties, that were held
for holidays and birthdays. In 1982 The CRC
Publishing House published new materials for
groups such as this and the Special Friends began using the Friendship Series as their study
materials.

In 1990 another change took place within
the organization when the jurisdiction of the
club was transferred to an independent board
with members of various churches being members of the board. The group for many years
had about 12 members in the club, but in recent years they have grown and now are at approximately 38 students and 35 leaders and
helpers. The membership in this group of
friends comes from many areas around Moline
including Otsego, Holland, Wayland, and Martin and they are still ―Learning Jesus‘ Love‖
through the willing assistance of many volunteers.

MORE THAN MONEY
In 100 years, many offering plates
and baskets have been passed to the people of
Moline Christian Reformed Church. What
has been placed into the offering plates has
reflected economic times, and the deacons
have in good stewardship distributed the monies that have been offered.
There have been many
other offerings that have
been offered up to the poor
and needy among us. It is
not possible to enumerate
all of these offerings, but
many interesting ones have
been taken. In 1937 the Christian Psychopathic Hospital in Cutlerville (Pine Rest) collected canned fruit from the congregation. Ladies of the congregation canned fruit and encouraged their neighbors to
also help with this cause and
at one point 293 quarts of
canned fruit were brought
for the food pantry at Pine
Rest and 200 quarts were
given to Holland Home.

During the war years in 1942-1945 when sugar
rationing was in effect, the hospital would give
1 pound of sugar for every 4 quarts of fruit that
was brought in. This canned fruit drive lasted
until 1958 when the Ladies Aid decided to take
donations of money instead of the canned
goods.
During the war years when the Netherlands was an occupied country and in need because of the war-torn conditions, a Netherlands
used clothing drive was held and a goal of 300
pounds per church was set to meet the need. A
clothing and soap drive for the Netherlands
was also held in 1945. The polio epidemic in
the 1940‘s also spurred a need and societies
were encouraged to contribute to the Polio
Drive and March of Dimes for Infantile Paralysis (Polio).
In the 1950‘s clothing was collected for a
Canadian immigrant family and for Korean
War victims. The Netherlands Flood Relief
Program encouraged congregations to sponsor
Dutch families of the flooded areas of the
Netherlands. Additional clothing drives were
held through the years for Christian Reformed
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World Relief, Appalachia Reach-out, children
in Mexico, and for children of migrant workers
in the Dorr/Burnips area. Many quilts were
sent to Appalachia by the Ladies Aid. J.O.Y.
Circle members collected winter clothing
items—scarves, mittens and sweaters for a
member‘s family in Russia.
The Youth Group held a ―Souper Bowl of
Caring‖ on Super Bowl Sunday and collected
199 cans of goods. When the Annetta Jansen
Food Pantry opened in Dorr in the 1990‘s
regular collections of canned goods were held
for the food pantry for the local needs. In addition a sock and mitten tree was used to provide for those in the area who needed these
items.
Downtown Grand Rapids Ministries were
helped through the care packages and Hope
Totes for Guiding Light Mission. The Pregnancy Resource Center benefits each spring on
Mother‘s Day when gifts of baby clothes and
blankets are given in memory of mothers. The
need for clothing has shifted to the need in
Guatemala and many items have been sent to
the people there. The needs have continued
through the years and Moline‘s members have
met the challenge to reach out with material as
well as monetary gifts to those in need.

49

MUSIC IN THE CHURCH
Praise and worship have always been a
large part of the worship services at Moline
CRC from the very early days when Psalm
singing was a big part of the worship until today when we now have a ―praise and worship‖
team. People enjoy music. They like to sing
and play instruments, and praise God through
their talents. Many members say they are only
―making a joyful noise‖, but God is still
pleased!
A parlor organ was the first instrument to
be used in our church and was played by Lena
Ten Hoor Sinke. This organ was a pump organ and the organist had to be forceful and
strong to be able to pump the organ to supply
wind to the bellows and produce music. This
exercise produced music for the accompaniment of the singing of psalms and hymns.
Later a one manual pipe organ was purchased,
but the ladies were no longer able to play this
instrument as it was too difficult to push the
pedals. Behind the organ, young men provided
the power to pump the air to run the bellows
and it seemed to be a good place to take a nap.
One time there was no air when it was time for
the final hymn! In the remodeling of the old

church in 1949, a new 6 rank, 2 manual Moller
organ was purchased and this organ was later
moved to our present sanctuary. It was upgraded in 2000 with an electronic organ enhancement featuring many different instruments.
Down through the years there were many
organists and pianists who have accompanied
the singing. They are listed in an appendix in
the back of this book. Lori Jager is our present
organist and Clara Nagel was an organist for

Award to Mrs. Clara Nagel
for 50 years as organist.

58 years. Clara
began playing
the organ when
she was 17
years old and
had been a pianist before
this. Clara retired from the
organ bench in
1995, but by
this time she

Organists in 1958:
Arlene DeVries Oetman,
Yvonne Schrotenboer Reiffer, Mrs. Clara Nagel

Retirement award to Mrs. Clara Nagel
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had given many pianists and organists in our
church their start by teaching them piano and
organ. This included her own children and
grandchildren. After her retirement and her
move to Raybrook Manor she continued to use
her talents to God‘s glory by playing for the
chapel services there. Pat De Haan was another long-term organist, and in 2001 she was
presented a clock in recognition of her 35
years of service to our church as organist.
There was no choir in the early days of the
church. Shortly after 1908, John Nagel who
was the grandfather of Marie Vander Veen and
the great grandfather of Martin Nagel started a
―singing school‖. This group of people, usually age 15 and older would meet during the
weeknight to practice music and often presented programs and cantatas for special
events during the week. Because the church
was a great part of the social life of its members, these programs were highly anticipated
and well attended by the members of the congregation. One of the bulletins stated, ―a
lively Choral Society is a wonderful tonic for
the Congregational service.‖ In other words,
good singers helped enhance the worship service. Later a choir was
organized and given a
place in the worship service. Sometimes Calvin
College music students
directed these musical
groups and then received
class credit for their
work. Many capable
people led the choral
club, singing schools and
choirs and they too are
listed in an appendix.
Many of the musical items were given to
the church by different societies of the church.
In 1938 the Ladies Aid gave the Hymn Boards
that hung in the church and listed the hymns or
psalms to be sung at the services. In 1954 the
young people gave a piano to the church to be
used in worship. Anonymous gifts of Psalter

Psalter Hymnal,
1934 edition

Psalter Hymnal,
Centennial Edition,
1959

Hymnals, Hymns of the Faith hymnals and the
Grand Piano that graces our church today were
welcomed for our worship. During World War
II, it was asked that the hymnals not be used as
knee rests as this might wear them out. It was
difficult to get new ones during the war so people were asked to bring their own from home if
they owned one.
One of the newest features of music in our
church was the addition of the Praise Team
that was begun by Sue Wiegers. This group of
singers and instrumentalists accompanies the
congregation in the singing of praise songs and
hymns. There have been song services before
the evening service since 1966. It was discontinued for a while and reinstated at a later
date. Today with our new projection equipment, the hymnals are not used as often and
the Praise team has taken the place of the
―voorzinger‖ and the singing school. Nevertheless, the use of music in the church has had
a basic theme for 100 years: ―To God Be the
Glory.‖
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Our Children

Dave Laubaugh, Adrianna De Groot,
Naomi Harms

LITTLE LAMBS

After a child has grown past the Toddler
nursery they are lovingly provided for by the
volunteers in the Little Lambs Program, who
Before meeting in the present church
teach them a story, help them with a simple
building, a nursery was provided for the little craft and provide a snack for them. This proones of our church and at first they had to be
gram has been planned and operated for about
able to walk or a year old in order to be part of 10 years in our downstairs area of the church.
the nursery. These children at one time were
cared for in a room at the Christian School.
The KYB Club girls were responsible for making the nursery list and making sure the nursery attendants were in place each Sunday. A
nursery was provided in the basement of the
present church building and later the nursery
was split into 2 rooms—one for the babies and
another for the toddlers. When the expansion
was added to our present facility, a very up-dodate facility for Nursery care was provided
which includes two rooms adjoined by a rest
room and changing area. Young mothers of
our church carefully plan the schedules, wash
and repair the toys and see to it that everything
is in order for each Sunday service. A checkin and out service with nametags is part of the
Lance Tague teaching the desert story
current nursery plan. These young mothers
spend many hours carefully maintaining the
In 1985 a Children‘s Church Program was
nursery, and many volunteers from the congrebegun
in our church with classes for children
gation make themselves available to care for
ages 3,4, &5. This program began on April 21,
the children.
1985 with Mary Westhouse as the first super-

NURSERY

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH/WORSHIP
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intendent. There was a teacher and helper for
each age group and this program continued for
several years.
A need again arose to help out the parents
of small children who were having a hard time
sitting still during the worship service! Three
ladies, Carol Smith, Pam Atsma and Mary Van
Den Berg took the training to become informed about the Children‘s Worship program
which some churches were using. The theme
of ―God Keeps His Promises‖ was chosen, and
the motif of rainbows was painted by Pam
Atsma, before she and her family moved away.
The first worship leaders of Children‘s Worship were Carol Smith and Judy Springvloed.
Mary Van Den Berg collected many of the
models and figures used in the story time presentation. Chris Vanden Berg and Rich
Wiersma used their woodworking skills to
make some of the wooden figurines. They began meeting in one of the classrooms in the
basement, but after the new addition, they were
well accommodated in the new Children‘s
Worship Center in the newly remodeled lower
level. The format of this worship is to model
all the elements of our ―big church‖ worship
service so the children learn the parts of our
liturgy and worship style. The children begin
at Age 3 and they graduate to ―big church‖

when they are ready for kindergarten. There
are two worship leaders and several helpers
who carry on this work in the Children‘s Worship room. The children begin church upstairs
with their parents, and then are led downstairs
by a greeter where they take off their shoes and
proceed quietly to their worship area. After
the story is told they are able to reenact various
parts of the story with models that have been
carefully crafted by creative members of our
congregation. They are given a ―feast‖ and are
able to pray for each other and themselves before ending with a worship song and given a
blessing by the worship leader. This vital program is a wonderful setting for the young children to prepare for their life of worship with
the rest of God‘s people.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/
CATECHISM CLASSES
The first contact that many small children
of the church had with God‘s Word in church
was probably through the Sunday school
classes. Sunday School has been part of
Moline‘s worship for many years. One of the
first Sunday School superintendents that some
of our older members remember is Mr. John
Timmer who spent many
years as the head of this
Rev. Schuurmann
instructing the Sunday
School Staff in 1958. Left
to right: Edward Morren,
Beverly Jager, Joe Faber,
Ruth Jager, Harry DeYoung, Marie VanderVeen,
Wesley Jackson, Annette
Hendriksma, Julius Kuiper, John Timmer, &
Ellert Hendriksma
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ministry. When
Mr. Timmer
resigned he was
described as
being a ―faithful
and diligent
Sunday School
Superintendent‖
and these words
could probably
be used to describe all of the
superintendents
succeeding him.
There have been
many willing
people who
have served as
Sunday School
Superintendent
through the
years. In its early years Sunday School was
held only in the summer months and Catechism classes, which instructed the children in
the doctrines of the church, were held during
the winter months. One of the events of the
church year that all the children remember was
the Christmas program that was given during
the Christmas season where all the children
could participate in some way. An added bonus was the presentation by the deacons of an
orange or apple and a candy treat at the end of
the program. Our Sunday School is still very
active and is combined in some form with the
original catechism classes and now is held during the months of
the school year and
recesses for the
summer months.

2007/08 Sunday School

Pastor Ouwinga‘s
Catechism Class 2008

Don Westhouse‘s
Catechism Class 2008
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Calvinettes/Gems
Until 1974 the Moline CRC had a ministry to the girls in the Moline neighborhood by
way of the Moline Happy Times 4-H club
which met after school in the church basement. The girls were taught various skills such
as sewing, knitting, crocheting and crafts. This
program was not directly a part of our church,
but its leaders were mostly members of our
congregation. Although the 4-H continued
meeting in our church for many years after
this, a new organization was in the budding
stages.
In 1974 an interest was shown to begin a group of Calvinettes that would include
young girls from our church from about the 4th
–8th grade. A consistory-appointed committee
of Sharon Helmholdt, Jo Vander Kooi, Wilma
De Young, and Marie Vander Veen was to be a
steering committee the first year and then they
were to elect a head counselor in subsequent
years. The Calvinettes began as a club in the
fall of 1975 and the first counselors
were: Wilma DeYoung, Sharon Helmholdt,
Judy Tjepkema, Phyllis Van Dorp, Marcia
Vander Woude , Marilyn Westhouse, Mary
Westra and Sandy Nagel. The group incorporated as part of the Calvinette organization in
the Christian Reformed Church and the girls
carried on the program of Badge work as recommended by the Calvinettes organization. The club continues up to this time with

2004—Candy Bouwkamp leads her class including
Alexa Rencis, Elizabeth Seinen, Kristin Rottman,
Jessica Haveman and Stephani Brooks

many willing counselors and helpers meeting
with the girls on Monday nights and helping
with Badge work, craft projects and various
fund raisers. The goal of the Calvinettes has
been the supporting and nurturing of these girls
in their faith journey. In 1996 the name of the
group was changed to GEMS, which stands for
―Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior‖ and
indicated the broad outreach which this program initiates. Many of our counselors have
also received training each year at the annual
Counselors‘ Convention held somewhere in
the U.S. or Canada. Hundreds of young lives
have been enlightened and enhanced by the
work of this organization in our church.

GEMS
1996
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45 boys in attendance the first year. Their
counselors were Dr. Jackson, head counselor; Ralph Ter Beek, Henry Gort, Harold
Fennema and later Pete DeKraker and Jim
Westhouse. These men and the faithful Cadet
counselors in the almost 50 years of Cadeting
in Moline have been there to help young boys
of the congregation learn more about God,
about themselves and about the world around
them. Ralph Ter Beek was a head Cadet
Counselor in Moline CRC for over 25 years
and our present head counselor, Don Uitvlugt
has also been a Cadet counselor for 40 years.

GEMS Club 2005
(left to right) Back row Cindy DeKraker, Laura VanWyk, Ronda DeHaan, Natalie Schreur, Susan Wiegers,
Beth Soodsma, Candy Bouwkamp, Erinn DeWitt,
Jackie LeFebre, Amanda Yankovich, Becky Seinen,
Ashley VanOveren,.Tammy Tjepkema, Kelsey Ebenstein. 3rd Row Allyson Bolthouse, Alexa Rencis,
Kristin Rottman, Courtney VanderWoude, Julia Bouwkamp, Elise Wiegers, Megan Haveman, Katelyn
Wohlfert. 2nd Row Cathy Jager, Becca Soodsma, Stacy
Westhouse, Mckenzie Brewer, Jessica Haveman, Elizabeth Brown, Kim Cook, Elizabeth Seinen, Stephanie
Brooks, Danielle Rummelt. Front row Haley Brink,
Jessica TenBroeke, Jessica DeJong, Abby Ellens,
Kendra VanderWoude,.Kaitlin Yankovich, Taylor
Wells, Marrissa Dowling

1963 Cadet Club in
front of old church

Calvinist Cadets

The Moline Cadet Club
had its beginning at the
Moline CRC in the fall of
1958. Before this Rev.
Schuurmann had given a
presentation at the Men‘s
Society meeting to explain the Calvinist Cadet
Corps and to get the feeling of interest of parents of boys between the ages of 12-15. It was
then through the urging of Dr. Wesley Jackson
that the Cadet Club began in our church. The
fall meeting in 1958 was very successful with
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Cadets‘ project in 1962. l. to r. Rick Blok, Ron
Haveman, Ron De Haan, Jim Westhouse—
counselor.

Peter DeKraker with his Cadre in 1963

made either through Badge work or as a club
project can be displayed and judged at the
annual Cadet-O-Rama. The International
Camporee takes place every 3 years and is the
―ultimate‖ campout for the Cadets. Each
camper is assigned to a cadre and each cadre is
responsible for building its own campsite and
tent and for making their own meals. It is held
in various parts of the U. S and Canada.

1961 Counselor Ralph TerBeek leading a hike at
the Cadet Campground in Allegan County

For many years there was also an advanced Cadet program for ninth graders called
Voyageur Cadets. It was led by Don Uitvlugt
and Bernie Hollemans who is in his 26th year
as counselor. Voyageurs worked to complete
their Woodsman Merit Badge. Requirements
for this badge included backpacking, hikes of
up to three days, and some winter camping. Many young boys have learned how God
is at work in their lives spiritually and in their
world through their activities at the Cadet
Club.

The Cadets for boys aged 10 and over
have always had an active club including Bible
study, Badge work and service projects. The
Badge Work emphasizes topics which help the
boys grow in their spiritual lives and are based
on Bible knowledge and exploration, Church
History, and practical Christianity through devotions, prayer and witnessing. The Cadets are
also able to work on many different subjects in
their Badge work many of which are of a practical nature and they learn life skills that they
can put to use in their daily lives. The Cadets
also have sold light bulbs to the Moline and
church community for many years and they
carried on a Christmas card delivery service
before church members received individual
mail boxes in the narthex.
In addition the Cadets are able to participate in other recreational activities such as
campouts, snow derbies and pinewood derby
races. Many of the craft projects which are
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2007/08 Cadet Club
Left to right—back row– Ben Potts, John Wychers,
Dellen VanderWoude, Ted Egeler, Bernie Hollemans,
Chuck Tjepkema. 3rd row-Theo Wynalda, Russell
Harms, Joey McPeck, Reed Holmes, Ryan Lettinga,
Austin VanderWoude, Lucas Steffes, Ben LeFebre.
2nd row– Thomas Wynalda, Dietrich Mueller, Tyce
Ryskamp, Ben Wiersma, Branden Ebenstein, Don
Uitvlugt. 1st row– Eric Steffes, Kaleb Knap, Ryan
Egeler, Gabriel Kuperus, Caleb Harms, Chad TenBroeke

STUDY OF GOD’S WORD
THROUGH OUR ORGANIZATIONS
EARLY CHRISTIAN
YOUTH SOCIETY
A Christian Youth or Young People Society was founded in 1910 as is evidenced in a
printed booklet of rules. The motto of the society was ―Search the Scriptures.‖ Weekly
meetings were held on Sunday evenings. All
members were expected to participate in Bible
discussions and debate. They were to commit
themselves to help the society blossom in orderto stir interest in the hearts of other young
people in the things of God‘s kingdom.
Throughout the years of the church‘s history there have been many organizations that
were formed to meet the needs and wishes of
its membership. Many of these organizations
were in existence for many years and later
were discontinued because the needs and times
of the church community changed and other
events were taking place in the church and in
the world around them, which fit the needs of
its membership in a more useful way. As time
went on there became an increasing desire to
reach out to the community beyond the church.
Most of the early organizations of the
church had as their focus a Bible study and a
ministry to missions either local or farther
away. The Bible studies were usually an indepth study of some portion of God‘s word led
many times by the pastor of the church at the
time. The mission projects were often needs
that were brought to the attention of the organization by the events happening in the
world around them. It was in many ways also
a time for a social gathering and a time to fellowship with the people of God in the church.
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Cover Page of Rules
Booklet. Translation of
Title:
Rules of the
Christian
Young People
Society
Founded the 5th of June,
1910
at
Moline, Mich.

Last Page
with names of
officers.

Membership in the
society was open to
those who had reached
14 years of age. The

rules specified officers‘ duties and how meetings were to be conducted. The members were
required to attend regularly, adhere to specific
rules of conduct, and actively participate in
meetings. The penalty for violation of these
rules without a legal excuse was a fine of 5
cents. Reading was encouraged through the
use of the society library which was maintained by a librarian. There are no known records of this society other than the rules booklet.

passed away and the ladies of the church met
to attend the funeral of Mrs. Van Goor who
had ―devoted a good share of her time and talent to the welfare of the organization.‖ She
had indeed, because she had been president for
25 years! Mrs. Van Goor was the grandmother
of John Van Goor. At the time of her death
World War II was affecting many families of
the congregation and the social for that year
was canceled. The Ladies Aid donated the service flag that hung in the church during World
War II and contained the stars representing
their sons who were away fighting the war.
Although not a lot of information was
found about the type of Bible study that was
Another one of the oldest organizations of used, it is known that Rev. Bruinooge was the
Moline CRC was the Ladies Aid Society that leader as shown in the 1943 picture that the
was made up of the older ladies of the church. church has in its possession. It is known that
The name first chosen was Love, Peace and
there was concern for helping your neighbor
Trust and this became their motto throughout and in 1937 a call was put out by the Christian
the years of their existence. It is thought that Psychopathic Hospital (later known as Pine
this group probably started sometime around
Rest Christian Hospital) for canned fruit to be
1917 although no records have been found of used at the hospital to feed the patients. The
this group at this time. The date 1917 was
ladies were also encouraged to ask their
chosen because, according to a church bulletin neighbors to help with this cause and a total at
of January 1942 , Mrs. Rensena Van Goor
one time of over 400 quarts of fruit were obtained for the Hospital. This project continued until 1958 when
the society decided to ask for donations instead of the canned
goods.
In addition, the ladies were
known for their quilt projects and
many quilts were made and sent
to Korean orphans, Christian Reformed World Relief, and in later
years to the Appalachian regions
for use by the people of Kentucky. In 1985, as many as eight
quilts were made to be given
away to needy causes. At times
they were sold and the money
given to their other mission projects.
The ladies also cared for their
Harriet VanDorp and Rena Bakker sewing quilts
own and a Sunshine Committee visited the sick

LADIES AID
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1. Mrs. John Molag 2. Mrs. Sam Rozema 3. Mrs. Leonard Sinke 4. Mrs. Lambert

25. Mrs. Arthur Meyer 26. Mrs. Arie Vanden Oever 27. Mrs. Andrew Van Solkema 28. Mrs. John Schans

20. Mrs. Oscar De Young 21. Mrs. Dick Schultetus 22. Mrs. Fred Koopman 23. Mrs. John Timmer 24. Mrs. Anthony De Kraker

15. Mrs. Klaas Bakker 16. Rev. James Bruinooge 17. Mrs. Henry Rozema 18. Mrs. Martin Nagelkirk 19. Mrs. Dick Seif

10. Mrs. Harm Klunder 11. Mrs. John Bazuin 12. Mrs. Leonard Vander Lugt 13. Mrs. Ed Eylander 14. Mrs. James Bruinooge

Huizing 5. Mrs. Cornelius Koster 6. Mrs. Henry Glupker 7. Mrs Gerrit Smit 8. Mrs. John Douma 9. Mrs. John Glupker

Ladies Aid in 1943, (left to right):

Quilts made by Friendship Guild

to the Women‘s Missionary Union in Grand
Rapids. Money was given to supply the needs
of the Moline Mission House and each year a
contribution was given to the Moline Christian
School. This group met until the mid 1990‘s
when many of the members were too elderly to
attend and some of the younger ones had become involved in other societies. It might be
noted that these ladies also enjoyed many
―delicious lunches‖ served by the membership!
At any rate, this group of ladies over many
years contributed greatly to their church and
their world.

and shut-ins of the church each month. In addition they held services at Sandy Creek Nursing Home in Wayland, provided lunch and
prizes for the monthly birthday parties there
and gave contributions of sandwiches and
cookies for the Blood Drives that were held in
Moline.
The name of the group changed in 1976
when they became known as the Friendship
Guild based on John 15:14 ―Ye are my friends
if ye do whatsoever I command you.‖ They
continued with their friendship theme to the
community and each year delegates were sent

Members of Friendship Guild quilting in 1978. Left to
right: Angeline De Kraker, (hidden person), Lena Vanden Berg, Catherine Seif, Lois Hendriksma, Clara Nagel, Betty Seif

Members of Friendship Guild holding quilts they made in 1978. Left to right—Nellie De Vries,
Betty Slager, Betty Seif, Rena Bakker, Angelene De Kraker, Henrietta De Young, Harriet
VanDorp, Geraldine Schrotenboer, Frances Hekman, Catherine Seif
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MEN’S SOCIETY
The earliest records that were found of the
Men‘s Society were the minutes of their meetings. It was probably organized under the
leadership of Rev. James Bruinooge who was
the pastor from 1923-1943. In the minutes an
interesting note was made that ―after considering the language question from the different
angles it was unanimously decided to have
whole meetings in English and should some
members not be able to express themselves in
the proper way, the president is supposed to

help or take their place.‖ The Dutch language
was still common among many of the members
and so this was probably one of the first bilingual meetings in the church.
The meetings always began with singing,
prayer and the Bible lesson for about 1 1/2
hours with a brief recess before the next topic.
Many lively and interesting after recess topics
were discussed in connection with the topics of
the church such as: Present Day sects, Officers
in the church, and History of the Christian
Church. In addition, Government Farm pro-

Men‘s Society in 1958, left to right: Front row: Martin VanderWoude, Leonard Sinke, Nick Hendriksma, Oscar
DeYoung, Rev. Schuurmann, Bible leader, John DeVries, Louis Miedema, Casper Raad, John Helmholdt, John
VanderWoude. Middle row: Bert Jager, Ellert Hendriksma, Joe Faber, Harold Fennema, Edward Morren, John
Slager, Julius Kuiper, Willard DeVries, Henry Gort, Onnie Brink, Albert Bakker, Arie VandenOever. Back row:
Chris VandenBerg, Ralph Miedema, Luke Vander Vliet, Ralph TerBeek, Chris Gesink, Ralph Sytsma, Joe Haveman, Arie Nobel, John Meyer, Sam Tjepkema, Donald DeYoung, Andrew DeYoung, Wesley Jackson, John Bazuin
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grams, banking, insurance, safety on the road
and travel to the moon were topics that held
the men‘s attention in their ever-changing
world. Dues were collected (they started at 10
cents per meeting) and offerings were often
collected for various causes. One of the collections was often for the March of Dimes, a
program that probably started with the onset of
the Polio epidemic in the 1950‘s.
The men were also part of the larger organization of Men‘s Societies that met in the
Grand Rapids area and delegates were sent to
the Convention and area church societies were
sometimes invited to join them at their meeting
for study and fellowship.
It was probably out of this group that the
seeds for a Calvinist Cadet Club came and
when Rev. Schuurmann was the leader he gave
a talk explaining the Calvinist Cadet Corps and
urged the men to get the feeling of parents of
12-15 year olds to see if there would be an interest in starting a club.
The Men‘s Society was in existence until
the mid 1970‘s and many of the men of the
congregation took advantage of this opportunity for Bible study and fellowship over the
many years of its existence.

MEN’S LIFE
At a fall workshop in 1986, interest was
sparked to begin a Men‘s Life Group in our
church which would be a Bible Study for men
of our church and an outreach to the Community. The men who attended this workshop
were Onnie Brink, Pete DeKraker, Rol Jager,
Andy Seif, and Garry Van Den Berg. From
this, the Men‘s Life group began and Pete
DeKraker and Rol Jager were its first leaders.
The first two meetings were held at church, but
to encourage more men of the community to
become involved in this Bible Study, it was
decided to begin meeting at the then Dorr
Township Hall (our old church building.) This
group has been meeting regularly on Saturday
mornings since 1986 for coffee, doughnuts and
Bible study beginning at 7:30 A.M. They now
meet at the church, but still encourage
neighborhood men to join them for this Bible
fellowship.

Men‘s Life—Center to the left– Andy Seif, Les DeHaan, Bob Koster, Sam Tjepkema, Don Uitvlugt, Rich Valk,
Chet Door, Onnie Brink, Garry Van Den Berg, Marty Nagel, Tom Haveman, Dave Fennema, Don VanDorp, Pete
DeKraker, Jay Bouwkamp
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J.O.Y. CIRCLE
The J.O.Y. Circle was, according to its
constitution, a group of ―any young women
interested in the church and in promoting
church activities.‖ This group organized in
1945 and their name was based on the theme:
Jesus—First, Others—Second Yourself—Last.
The purpose was: ―to study the Bible and to
raise money for church improvements where
necessary and for other worthy church causes
by sales and public programs.‖
Rev. Bult was the first Bible leader, and

after that, the pastor at the time often led the
Bible Study, but in later years other able
women from outside the church were called in
to be the Bible Study leaders. Many of the
members also took turns in leading the Bible
lesson.
The focus of fund raising was on missions
and this group sponsored many different projects. One of the first projects in 1945 was a
―King‘s Men‘s Chorus‖ sacred concert on New
Year‘s evening. Many bake sales were held
and many boxes of toys, clothing, sewing ma-

J.O.Y. Circle in 1976—left to right: Front row: Betty VanderWoude, Carol Smith, Marge Cook, Joyce

Rottman, Sharon Helmholdt. Middle row: Jan VandenBosch, Ruth Jager, Elaine Boone, Kathy VanderKam, Aleta DeHaan. Back row: Nancie Malestein, Diane Westhouse, Lois Wiers, Wilma DeYoung,
Evelyn Fennema, Faith Miedema, Anna Tuinstra, Wilma Miedema, Shirlene LeFebre, Lucille Westhouse.
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terials, diapers, socks, and blankets were
packed and sent off to CRWRC, Appalachia,
Africa or Crown Point, New Mexico. The ladies also thought up fun ways to make money
for their circle like birthday and novelty calendars, traveling baskets and aprons that were
sewn with a patch with money behind it. For
many years a group of ladies decorated a booth
at the Allegan County Fair to promote our
church as well as make money for missions.
Many members of the congregation provided
fresh fruits and vegetables, canned goods and
homemade craft articles for the booth.

of the home in terms of furnishings and a few
niceties for the home and a group of ladies
from both this group and Friendship Guild
made sure the home was sparkling clean and
ready for occupancy by the next Missionary
tenants.
After the Bible Lesson an interesting program usually involving some missionary effort
was given for the ladies. These often included
missionaries who were on furlough and were
living in the mission home or elsewhere, and
they brought their world and its needs to the
ladies of Moline. There was always a social
and refreshment time with many goodies at the
end of the evening.
One way the whole congregation was involved was through the Hostess Supper to
which the whole church was invited for a delicious meal prepared by the group and members
were responsible for decorating and for being
the hostess of a table for the guests. A special
program of Missionary interest was presented
after the meal. This group sponsored many
mission projects until the focus of our mission
changed to include the members of our community and the Women‘s Coffee Break and
Story Hour was formed. Many of our members were involved in helping with this endeavor that is still meeting in 2008.

Allegan County Fair display.
Second place winner in 1981
Our own church members were not forgotten and a Helping Hand Committee recruited
volunteers to prepare meals for the sick and
shut-in of the congregation. Christmas caroling to shut-ins brought with it a basket of fruit
and goodies to those homes. From 1970 to the
mid 1990‘s members of J.O.Y. Circle were
involved in welcoming the missionaries to the
Moline Mission Home (see separate story). A
committee was in place to determine the needs
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“In Joppa there was a
disciple named Tabitha
(which, when translated,
is Dorcas), who was always doing good and
helping the poor.” Acts
9:36

KYB CLUB

or a king and know something about that verse.
This verse was their response to the roll call
that was taken. Sometimes the assignment was
to ask a good question from the Bible to be
The young ladies of the church who were
answered by their peers.
15 years and older were encouraged to make
Bible Study was an important part of this
the KYB Club part of their spiritual activity in
Club and some lady of the church led them in
the church. Although the club probably started
their study. Various leaders were Gerri Schroyears before this, there are records of the KYB
tenboer, Mattie Faber, and Theodora Bartman.
Club in the first printed bulletins in the late
Ruth Jager was the Bible Leader of these
1930‘s and this club endured until the 1970‘s
young girls for many years. In addition to the
when they joined with the young men to form
roll call verse and the Bible Study, the girls
the Young People‘s Society. As the initials
learned memory work that was published in
imply, the goal of this club was to Know Your
The Banner. If the verses were written or reBible. During many of the early years of the
cited fluently before the leader, their names
existence of the KYB Club, the girls were
were then sent in to The Banner and they were
challenged to find a verse that named somerewarded with a small Psalter Hymnal with
thing from the Bible like a river, a mountain,
their name on it.

K.Y.B. Club in 1958, left to right: Front row: Mary DeYoung Katerberg, Ruth Jager, Leader;
Evelyn VanHoff Fennema, Arlene VanderWoude Oetman, Arlene DeVries Oetman, Marcia
DeYoung Holstege. Middle row: Doris VanderVeen McGarvey, Nancy Dewey Oosterhouse,
Carol Meyer Smith, Betty Morren Westra, Barbara Bronkhorst Newenhouse, Marlene VanGoor Veldhouse. Back row: Ida Miedema Westendorp, Elaine Bakker Faber, Evelyn Mohr,
Marjorie Buist Cook, Mary Buist Visser, Carol Bazan Cnossen.
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These young ladies were also involved in
many services projects that benefited the
church. They teamed up with the Young
Men‘s Society to give a play, ―Teen Time‖ and
the proceeds of the play were given to the piano fund to buy a new piano for the church.
For many years the girls took orders for the
Yearbook of the CRC from the members of the
congregation and also sold the Daily Manna
which was a daily devotional used by families.
There were also Bake Sales and sometimes the
after-recess part of their meeting was ―to sell
baked goods around Moline.‖ Christian books
were also sold to raise money for the club.
Some of the proceeds from their fundraisers
went to help the Young Calvinist Campaign
which was a contest fund-raiser among the
clubs of the area. These funds were used to
help finance the Young Calvinist Convention
that was held each summer in some part of the
United States.
After a nursery was started in the church,
the KYB girls were responsible for setting up
the list of nursery attendants. They also volunteered their services to baby-sit for widows of
the church who had small children. In addition, they reached out to the world beyond and
―adopted‖ a Korean girl to correspond with
and to whom they sent, money, gifts and pictures. One of these girls was named Sun Hi
Lee.
An oratorical contest was part of the program of the Young Calvinist organization and
contests were held within the club with the
winner going on to compete with winners from
other clubs in the area. A loving cup trophy
was given to the winning church. Some of
these activities were done in conjunction with
the Young Men‘s Societies and their efforts
combined to increase their funds.
The KYB lived for many years at Moline
CRC until the 1970‘s when the young men and
young women decided to begin meeting together and they formed the Young People‘s
Society.
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YOUNG MEN’S SOCIETY
An interesting and lively group of young
men united to form the Young Men‘s Society
in 1925 under the guidance of Rev. James Bruinooge who was appointed to be the temporary
chairman of the organization. In 1928 the
group chose the name Excelsior meaning ―Still
Higher‖ as the name for their club. Their purpose was to study the Bible and after singing a
few hymns, the Bible study, led by the pastor
or another leader, was to last about 40 minutes.
They adjourned for a 10 minutes recess and
then held an after-recess session that included
many different activities which were helpful in

instilling in the young men the confidence to
stand before a group. There were debates in
which four young men argued a certain topic.
Others gave readings, read poems, gave recitations, or answered questions from a question
box. There was musical talent in the group
and various numbers were provided for entertainment.
The after-recess topics afforded some
lively debate when based on such topics as ―Is
it right for a Christian to start working Sunday
nights at 11:00?‖; ―Is it right for the U.S. to
send aid to Great Britain?‖; or ―What is the

Young Men‘s Society in 1944. Left to right– Front row: Carl Sinke, Clarence Buist, Bill Bazuin, Harry
DeYoung, Herman Pott, John Miedema, Arthur Post, Sidney Sipkema. Middle row: Herman Seif,
Gerald Van Den Berg, Carl DeHaan, Joe Tollenaar, Marlin Mohr, Leslie DeHaan, Koop Brink, Wilbert
Westhouse. Back row: Jay Wiersma, Calvin Schans, George VanderWoude, William Kamps, Adrian
Hendriksma, Gerard Sinke, James Westhouse.
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Young Men‘s Society in 1958, left to right: Front row: Ken Nagel, Jim VanderWoude, Harry DeYoung, leader;
Fred Schuurmann, Arnold Morren, Wayne Helmholdt. Back row: Peter Nobel, Harold Fennema, Roger DeHaan,
Allen VandenBerg, Keith Helmholdt, Don Jager, Jim Bakker, Arie Nobel

source of money and how it is distributed
through the public schools?‖ Extemporaneous
speeches were on timely topics like ―Is it right
for a girl to have her hair bobbed?‖ or ―Should
farm boys be encouraged to stay on the farm?‖
These debates and speeches were a useful
preparation for the oratorical contests that were
held each year with the other clubs of the
Young Calvinist League.

brary was open only during the school year
and not in the summer. Dues were collected
each meeting and fundraisers with the KYB
provided for service projects. Besides the library fund, money was given for items needed
in the church and at one time penny holders
were given to the members to collect money
for Pine Rest. In 1930 a committee was
formed to start having ushers in church. This
organization lasted into the 1970‘s when they
One of the projects of this club was the start joined the KYB club to form the Young Peoof a church library in 1928. It began by ask- ple‘s Society. One of the leaders of the Young
ing for donations of either money or books
Men‘s Society was Harry DeYoung and he
from the congregation and later books were
was known for beginning the meetings with his
purchased for use by the church members. Li- accordion and mouth organ accompaniment to
brarians for the year were appointed from the the opening hymn.
Young Men‘s Society and the library was open
briefly after the service. In later years the li69

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY
The Young People‘s Society has remained
an active group over the next 30 years since it
joined both the young men and young women
together. The many faithful couples who have
served as leaders for the group have stayed
true to presenting God‘s Word to the high
school age students of our church. There have
also been many timely discussions on topics
that involve the special interests of this age
group. Praying for our young people and being prayer supporters of them has been emphasized through the years of the Young People‘s
Society.
Besides the regular study of God‘s Word,
the Young People have been involved in many
social activities, campouts, retreats and concerts. There were always fun times when the
young people got together! They did not,
however, neglect their
mandate of service to
God‘s world and were
often involved in many
different kinds of service
projects. Through the
years they have held local service projects,
helping the members of
our church with tasks
that they were unable to
do, but they have also
Marc DeGroot on a gone out to different
SERVE project.
projects such as a Kentucky SERVE project
and a recent mission project to Maine. In addition they ministered to those in jail through the
Project Angel Tree that gave gifts to the children of prisoners and sent gifts around the
world at Christmas time through Samaritan‘s
Purse or Operation Christmas Child.
Many young people were challenged to go
on Mission trips to canvass neighborhoods,
hold Vacation Bible School programs, and

help with neighborhood projects in many different areas of the United States and Canada.
The Summer Workshop in Missions (later
Ministries) became an annual event in our
church when one or several young people
could go out to various mission projects. A list
of most of these young people is included in an
appendix list in the back. On their return they
shared with the congregation the many ways
their money had been used to promote God‘s
kingdom.
In 2004 when we were without a permanent pastor, Chad Postmus served as youth
pastor for a time with our young people. The
group was often called the Youth Group and
after our vacancy was filled, a search began for
a part time Youth Pastor. At that time Bryan
and Stephanie Dick came to labor with our
young people and they are serving with us at
this time while Bryan is a seminary student at
Calvin Seminary. Many new ventures have
begun with the Youth Group or PYRO as they
are now called because they are ―on fire‖ for
God, and they now continue to meet, often
around their fire pit on the side of our church
property. A recent mission trip to Maine saw
the involvement of many of our young people
and plans for the year 2008 are underway for a
group to attend the Youth Unlimited Convention.
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Youth retreat at Son Life Camps

A CUP OF COLD WATER
New members
of the church have
sometimes described Moline as
a ―friendly‖
church. The attempt to maintain
this image has
been made through
various ways. If
you enter the north
door of the sanctuary on a Sunday
morning, you will Phil Malestine as he greets
the congregation
be greeted by a
friendly face and
hearty handshake in the person of Phil
Malestein. In the winter Phil dons his overcoat, but is always there to open the door and
give you a smile and handshake to make you
feel warm before you even enter the narthex!

find a seat in the sanctuary. After the service
around the hospitality center, there are individuals to offer you a hot cup of coffee and a
cookie. Hopefully they will have time to chat
a minute and find out a little about you. The
narthex is a buzzing place after the services
and hopefully no one goes away unnoticed.

Don & Mary Westhouse getting ready for the
coffee and cookies after the service

This dinner circle group included Al & Sandi
DeVries, Kay Dykhouse, Loie Wiers, Kevin &
Carol Rottman, and Rog & Sandy Wiersma

Ron & Marlene Brink greeting Carolyn Westhouse and David Westhouse

As you enter the narthex you will again be
greeted by a couple or family and an invitation
to sign the guest book if you are a visitor.
There are welcoming ushers who will help you

In addition to this means of hospitality
there are other ways that we try to maintain
contact with our members and visitors. The
Dinner Circles group meets 3 times a year and
a couple hosts a few more couples at a shared
71

Saturday evening meal. If a new baby has arrived at your house or someone has been hospitalized or is ill at home, the Moline Meals
that began in 1988 has someone prepare and
bring you a delicious meal as a respite in your
recovery process. Once a year the Deacons
host a dinner for the Adult singles, widows and
widowers of our fellowship. It is a time for
them to meet and enjoy a meal together. After
an evening of joint worship with the Moline
Baptist Church a few Sunday evenings a year,
there is another shared meal with the two
neighboring congregations. There have also
been Community Potlucks to kick off the society season. Our college students are not forgotten when they go off to a school either near
or far from home. College Care Packages are

The College Care Packages are filled to the top by
Elaine Dykstra, Loie Wiers,
and Laura Dykstra Van Der Heide in 2004

Doug and Bettilou Timmer plant and care for
flowers to beautify the church property.

Final Secret Prayer Partners Party January 2006. This
group participated from beginning to end. Back row:
Faith Miedema, Lois Wiers, Rita Wychers, Elaine
Dykstra. Front row: Ruth Jager and Joyce Rottman

packed each fall just before exam time so that
the students have some goodies to munch on
while they are preparing for exams.
Last, but not least, the last person to leave
the church is the church custodian. This person or persons is not only responsible for making sure the church is clean, the benches are
shiny, and the church is either warm or cool,
but he/she is also there to make sure the doors
get locked and the lights turned off. Although
not thanked enough, the custodian(s) deserves
a good, warm handshake and a hearty ―Thank
You!‖
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A WAY TO STAY IN TOUCH

First printed bulletin in 1937

Communication is the key to
keeping members
―in touch‖ with
their church and
its happenings.
This has taken
various forms
throughout its
history. The
Church Bulletin
has served to
keep the members
informed of the
schedule and
events of the
church life. The
first printed bulletin was handwritten in 1937.
The bulletin secretary then and for 33 years following was Mrs. Mattie Faber.
The bulletin was typed and then
run off on a mimeograph machine and passed out at the
morning service. The bulletin has continued to
be the main source of information for the congregation and now is produced faithfully each
week by our Church Secretary Mrs. Kathy
Tanner. The technology has advanced from

Echoes from Moline

First typewritten bulletin in 1937
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publication is still in existence today. Many
editors and writers have come and gone and
spent many hours writing articles to interest
the members.
One of the oldest institutions of our
church that has sought to keep the people informed is the Church Library. The Church Library started in 1928 under the Excelsior Club
(Young Men‘s Society). A committee was appointed to undertake this work and they started
collecting money and books from the church
members. They especially asked for books in
English. In 1929 Gerrit Buist who is Marge
Cook‘s father and Martha Buist‘s husband,
hand printing to computer designed and prowas elected Librarian with Ralph Miedema,
duced.
Roger‘s father, as his general assistant. The
The Moline Mirror, which is our church
consistory was asked for a built-in bookcase to
newsletter, is published monthly by members house the books. A set of encyclopedias was
of its staff. The newsletters of the church have purchased for $25. At one time the library had
been in existence for many years and many
a membership in the Christian Home Library
editors and writers have attempted to keep the Club and Society that was a means to obtain
members informed of the activities of the
new books for the library. The library has conchurch. During the World War II years, the
tinued to be part of our church and now it also
KYB club produced ―Echoes from Moline‖
houses videos, CD‘s and church service rethat was a newsletter sent to the servicemen
cordings. Many different workers have helped
who were serving in WWII. They also restaff the library. The Deacons provide a CD
ceived a copy of the Young Calvinist magazine Ministry to the shut-ins who are not able to
and Joe Faber was the Servicemen‘s secretary attend the regular worship services.
who made sure the
One of the means to enhance the church
many ―boys‖ in
bulletin was a picture of our church building
the service reon the cover. This was sometimes a photoceived their copy.
graph, but for several years there was a sketch
Again in 1954,
of the church building and this was used for
with another war
bulletin covers and church directory covers.
underway, the KoThis sketch was drawn by Randy Smith, son of
rean Conflict, a
Ken and Carol Smith. Randy also designed a
newsletter was
poster used during our 75th Anniversary celepublished to be
bration.
sent to the soldiers
Each family also has a mail slot in a
and sailors. In the
wheeled mail box unit which was constructed
1970‘s a general feeling came that the people by Bob Machiele. Religious and liturgical
were losing touch with one another, so a news- banners have been part of the enhancement of
letter was started once again. This time there our worship services, and many ladies of the
was a naming contest for the publication, and church have worked on these and produced
Rev. Willard DeVries‘ suggestion of The
these banners as a means to help us worship in
Moline Mirror was the winning entry and that a more meaningful way.
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Family mailboxes full of
important
information.

Various Moline CRC
Photos
from the past

South side of Church

Color interior view

Finials from the pipe organ façade of the
old church. Looking at the interior of the
church sanctuary there were 6 finials along
the top of the organ pipes.
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1983 Church Picnic

1966 Church Picnic

EPILOGUE
We hope you have enjoyed learning about the people and events which
comprise our congregation. Much has been described, yet we freely admit that
this is not complete. There were groups which have left no written records. In
various time periods there was a Mr. and Mrs. Club which met for Bible study
and activities. There have been Bible study ―Grow Groups‖ which met in various
homes. Adult Sunday School and Men‘s Society have each met for varying periods.
The narratives and appendices name various people and are as complete as
possible based upon available information. The lists include past and present
members. Many others have also labored to make our church a functioning organism. We acknowledge the contributions of Sunday School teachers, Cadet
counselors, GEMS counselors, committee members, prayer chain warriors, catechism teachers, nursery attendants, librarians, ushers, greeters, prayer corner partners, hospitality teams, sound and projection system operators, flower providers,
and those who visit fellow church members in need.
As we celebrate a century of God‘s grace and anticipate future blessings,
let us not place undue emphasis upon buildings and the accomplishments of people. These things are important, but we are called to spread the gospel and to be
faithful to our Lord and His word until He comes again. To God be the glory!
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Appendix A
MINUTES OF THE OFFICIAL BEGINNING OF
MOLINE CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Gathering of the Committee of the Classis Grand Rapids East, and those who wished to be organized into a congregation in Moline on Tuesday the 31 st of March, 1908.
Article 1
Present were DS. (dominee) F.J. Drost and elder S. Vander Ploeg from Byron Center, and
from Cutlerville, elder P. Jonker. And from Moline all those interested. Rev. Drost presided,
elder Jonker secretary.
Article 2
In the morning at 10:00 A.M. Rev. Drost opened the meeting with the singing of Psalm 119,
verses 17,18; the reading of Ephesians 2 and prayer. A sermon was given about Galatians
4:26. At the end of the sermon brother Jonker closed with thanksgiving after having sung
Psalm 119 verse 83.
Article 3
The testimonial of those who wanted to be part of the congregation were presented and now
recognized. Eleven households were booked of which husband and wife were confessing members. Three of man or wife was a member in full communion. Two families were baptized
members. Four persons, namely Pieter DeVries and wife, Mrs. Lena Ten Hoor and Mrs. Nettie
Ten Hoor, made confession of faith, and the committee had no objections to grant admission to
the communion table.
Article 4
The morning meeting was closed with thanksgiving, after singing Psalm 133:3, by elder S.
Vander Ploeg.
Article 5
The afternoon meeting was opened with singing of Psalm 84, verse 3 and prayer by Rev.
Drost.
78

Article 6
Above mentioned persons were interviewed and admitted to Holy Communion, made public
profession of faith. Nobody had any objections.

Article 7
With majority agreement it was agreed upon to elect 2 elders. After a vote was held, chosen
were: For 2 years: Martin Schans and for 1 year, Gerhardus Ten Hoor.
Also for Deacons: 2 years: Henry Nagel, 1 year Joseph Tollenaar.
Since nobody had any objections to the chosen brothers, they were officially approved by the
committee.
Article 8

It was decided to wait some time before they would incorporate. The notary acquainted with
the incorporation law of the Christian Reformed Church in the state of Michigan was unable to
be present.
Article 9

At the end of all the activity, Rev. Drost closed, after the singing of Psalm 25:2, with giving
thanks in prayer. The Rev. Drost pronounced the blessing on the newly founded congregation
of Moline, small at the beginning, but as long as the Lord is with us, there will be a good future.
The committee of the Classis
F.J. Drost
S. Vander Ploeg
P. Jonker
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Appendix B
FIRST CONSISTORY MEETING
The 16th of April 1908
The first meeting of the consistory was held.
Article 1
It was opened with prayer by Mr. Martin Schans, after having sung Psalm 81:12. All consistory members were present.
Article 2
Mr. M. Schans was appointed President, G. Ten Hoor as secretary, H. Nagel as treasurer, J.
Tollenaar as bookkeeper, H. Nagel functioned as cashier.
Article 3
By the first congregation from Zeeland, we were presented with a communion service set,
which was very useful and appreciated. It was decided that via secretary a very nice and thankful message would be sent from the consistory.
Article 4
Present was the wife of Jacobus Joldersma with the purpose of making confession of
faith. After having been questioned, was unanimously accepted in full communion/
membership.
Article 5
It was decided to have the next congregational meeting April 21 to discuss some business
with the congregation.
Article 6
Decided to celebrate communion April 18. The books were audited and found in good order.
Article 7
Decided to close after we sang Psalm 84:6 and closed with giving thanks by G. Ten Hoor,
secretary.
M. Schans, President
G. Ten Hoor, Secretary
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Articles of
Association—1908

Incorporation
Document—June 8, 1908

Appendix C
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Appendix D
CHARTER MEMBERS
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Beute, and one child
Mr. and Mrs. Peter DeVries
Mr. and Mrs. Wilko DeVries and six children
Mr. and Mrs. Folkert Folkertsma
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Haveman
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Haveman
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Helmholdt and seven children
Mr. and Mrs. James Joldersma
Mr. and Mrs. Seye Joldersma and two children
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Karsten and three children
Mr. and Mrs. Lammert Koenes
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Nagel
Mr. and Mrs. Rein Pater
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Schans and two children
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhardus Ten Hoor and five children
Mr. and Mrs. Joos Tollenaar and five children
Mr. and Mrs. Jelle Van der Lei and five children
Hattie Ten Hoor
Lena Ten Hoor

82

PRESENT MEMBERS WHO ARE DIRECT
DESCENDENTS OF CHARTER MEMBERS
PRESENT MEMBERS

CHARTER FAMILIES

Tom Haveman

Jacob Haveman

Ruth Helmholdt Haveman

Henry Helmholdt

Ron Haveman

Henry Helmholdt

Tricia Haveman Dykstra

Henry Helmholdt

Children: Emma, Paige
Marie Nagel Vander Veen

Henry Nagel, Martin Schans

Martin Nagel

Henry Nagel, Martin Schans

Children: Chris, Sarah, Jennifer, Dorothy
Alvin DeVries

Gerhardus Ten Hoor

Dennis DeVries

Gerhardus Ten Hoor

Melissa DeVries Thaler

Gerhardus Ten Hoor

Fern Tollenaar Brink

Joos Tollenaar

Ron Brink

Joos Tollenaar

―For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all
generations.‖ (Psalm 100:5) A psalm. For giving thanks.

83

Appendix E
Moline Scenes

Moline, Mich 1908
Looking from Post Office

Corner of Railroad & 2nd Street (now Park & Rosewood)
Haveman Brothers store on right—Early 1900‘s
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DeYoung General Store in the mid– 1950‘s. This was the former John and Jake Haveman
store. Harry DeYoung is shown buying potatoes from Sam Tjepkema at the back of
Sam‘s truck. Harry operated the store from 1944 until 1974. Henry Gort‘s 1947 Plymouth is parked in front. The upstairs apartment was the first home for many of the
young couples of Moline.

Bud (Bernard) and Harry DeYoung sort chickens on the back of Harry‘s 1942
Chevrolet in front of the storage and service garage attached to the DeYoung
store. The Ford pickup belongs to Bud. At left is the building of the
―Independent Order of Odd Fellows.‖
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Moline State Bank (Joe Haveman—president) and Moline Frozen Food Locker
operated by Henry Gort and Earl Aubil. Henry‘s 1949 Chevrolet pickup is
parked in front and Edith Bredeweg crosses the street to shop.

Model railroad refrigerator car (HO gauge) made by
Ken Nagel in 1960, advertises the Moline Locker.
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Appendix F
The look of Money in 1908

Front/back
of 1908
cent,
nickel,
quarter

United States Note, Five Dollars.
Actual size is 3.125 inches by 7.438 inches
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Appendix G
PASTOR INFORMATION
PETER A. HOEKSTRA
b. 03/04/1886

1st charge

1910-1911

ordained 09/11/1910

ret. 1954

d. 08/15/1965

wife: Alice
JOHN M. VOORTMAN
b. 07/01/1878

2nd charge

1912-1913

ordained 10/03/1909

ret. 1942

d. 09/20/1954

wife: Anna
3rd charge

JOHN J. DE JONGE 1913-1917
b. 01/20/1876

ordained 09/27/1908

ret. 1942

d. 07/15/1946

wife: Minnie
1st charge

DIRK FLIETSTRA 1918-1923
b. 04/06/1884

ordained 11/24/1918

wife: Joanna

children: Clarence

JAMES B. BRUINOOGE

ret. 1950

d. 10/28/1966

4th charge

1923-1943

b. 11/16/1877

ordained 09/16/1906

ret. 1943

d. 01/22/1954

wife: Lena

children: Jessie, James, William, Martha
2nd charge

JOHN L. BULT 1944-1949
b. 06/12/1900

ordained 06/14/1933

wife: Martha

children: Conrad, Paul

ret. 1965

d. 06/20/1981

3rd charge

JOHN A. MULDER 1950-1956
b. 03/12/1913

ordained 10/10/1941

ret. 1979

wife: Anne

children: Jacquelyn, Marianne, Arlys, Lois
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d. 01/17/1998

5th charge

JOHN (JAN) F. SCHUURMANN 1956-1964
b. 01/24/1903

ordained 09/27/1931

ret. 1969

d. 08/13/1977

wife: Marguerite children: Mildred, Frederick, Bruce
3rd charge

LEONARD C. BOSSENBROEK 1964-1971
b. 04/09/1920

ordained 11/14/1952

ret. 1984

wife: Sarella

children: Carl, James, Steven, Lorin
4th charge

WILLARD H. DE VRIES 1972-1990
b. 04/05/1933

ordained 09/26/1958

ret. 1998

wife: Alice

children: Margaret, Katherine
2nd charge

WILLIAM C. HENSEN 1993-2003
b. 02/08/1957

ordained 11/24/1985

wife: Janet

children: Maria, Christa, Aaron, Adam
4th charge

JOHN M. OUWINGA 2005-b. 07/01/1947

ordained 09/22/1974

wife: Beverly

children: Benjamin, Anne, Matthew

INTERIM PASTORS
TYMEN E. HOFMAN

1991

wife: Cobi

ret. 1987

d. 01/06/2006

ret. 1990

d. 11/14/1998

LEONARD VAN DRUNEN 1991-1993
wife: Carol
CHARLES DOORNBOS 2003-2005
wife: Elsie
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Appendix H

Martin Schans
Gerhardus Ten Hoor
Seye Joldersma
Gerard Sinke
Thomas Pasma
Gerrit Herms
Martin Van der Velde
Jan Hartger
Klaas Pasma
Samuel Rozema
Harm Meyering
Jan K. Haveman
Leendert Van der Lugt
Oscar De Young
Peter Beukema
Henry Sytsma
Nick Hendriksma
John M. Timmer
Anthony DeKraker
Eisse Pott
John Molag
Casper Raad
William Dykhuis
Leonard Sinke
John Schans
Klaas Bakker
George Schrotenboer
Joe DeHaan
Ralph Schans
Joe Tollenaar
Marvin Timmerman
Martin Van der Woude
John Bazuin
Ellert Hendriksma II
Joe Faber

Harry DeYoung
John Ver Beek, Sr.
Harold Fennema
Thurston DeHaan
John Glupker
Edward Morren
Arthur Griffeth
Robert Van Den Berg
John Helmholdt
Chris Gesink
John Slager
Kenneth J. Brander
Donald DeYoung
Paul Ribbens
Leslie DeHaan
Chris Vanden Berg
Joe Haveman
Wesley E. Jackson
John Schans
Ralph B. Sytsma
Andrew DeYoung
John Van Dorp
Willard DeVries
Edward Potts
Jay Wiersma
Clarence Flietstra
Onnie Brink
Sidney Vander Galien
Maynard Hekman
Abram Westhouse, Jr.
Andrew Seif
Ronald Grassmid
Leonard Troost
Donald Edgell
Richard H. Valk
John Nagel
David Fennema
Gerrit Post
Henry Raad
Samuel Tjepkema
Chester Door
Harvey Haverdink
Peter DeKraker
Harvey Seinen
Albert M. Vander Woude
Ronald DeHaan
Tom Spaman
George Vander Woude
Richard Wiersma
Roland Jager
Tom Atsma
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Alvin DeVries
George Springvloed
Donald Westhouse
Martin Nagel
Jim Hendriksma
Don Vander Woude
Duane Potts
Keith LeFebre
Randy Ellens
Marvin DeHaan
David Mohr
Dennis Dykstra
John DeVries
John Wychers
Jay Bouwkamp
Phil Malestein
Larry Schans
Steve Moelker
Jeff Cullin
Scott Van Wyk
Dale DeWitt
Bruce Jager
Al DeGroot
Randy LeFebre
Mark Gortsema
Arlyn Glewen

Our Church
Deacons
Henry Nagel
Joost Tollenaar
Henry Beute
Martin Lobbezoo
Martin Van der Velde
Arend Meyer
Hermannus De Boer
Jan Nagel
Pieter DeHaan
Johannes Molewyk
Jan Molag
John J. Haveman
Martin Nagelkerk
Harm Bouwkamp
Klaas Bakker
Jacob Westmaas
John M. Timmer
George Hoogsteen
John Door
Anthony DeKraker
Ben Stuit
Willem Buist
Martin Van der Woude
Sikke DeHaan
Arie Van Hoff
Arie Van den Oever
Peter Slager
Louis Miedema
Henry Molewyk
Edward Sytsma
Richard Kass
Casper Raad
Otto Ludema
Joe Faber
Ellert Hendriksma I
Joe DeHaan
John Helmholdt
Geert Bysterveld
John L. Bazuin
Lambert Jager
Simon Van den Berg
Geert Buist
Nick Beute
George Schrotenboer
Rufus J. Van Noord
John Slager
Leslie DeHaan
Tinus Van der Woude
Ellert Hendriksma II

John DeKraker
Willard DeVries
Harold DeHaan
Robert Van Den Berg
Edward Morren
William Bartman
Wesley E. Jackson
John Schans
John Glupker
Donald DeYoung
Samuel Tjepkema
Edward Potts
Wayne Helmholdt
Art Miedema
Henry Gort
Albert M. Vander Woude
Ron Brink
Kenneth Smith
Chester Door
David Fennema
Ed Vander Veen
James Westhouse
John Miedema
George Vander Woude
Andrew DeYoung
John Van Dorp
Richard Wiersma
John Hendriksma
Thomas Walma
Abram Westhouse
M. James Vander Woude
Ronald Grassmid
Kenneth J. Nagel
Sherwin DeVries
Ed Westhouse
Don Jackson
Ronald Boone
Harvey Haverdink
Jason Flier
Fred LeFebre
Douglas Timmer
Corwin Ver Beek
Claire Vander Kam
Bernard Van Der Heide
Henry Raad
Harvey Seinen
Jay Quist
John Van Goor
Don Westhouse
Garry Van Den Berg
Kent Tebben
Roland Jager
Larry Schans
Tom Spaman
Ronald DeHaan
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Alvin DeVries
Lavern Ter Haar
Jerry Akers
Dennis Dykstra
Martin Nagel
Duane Potts
Bernard Hollemans
Robert Koster
Randy LeFebre
Carey Kosters
David Westhouse
Mike Ritchie
Charles Tjepkema
Larry Rottman
Tom Atsma
Jeff Cullin
George Springvloed
Jay Bouwkamp
Jim Hendriksma
John Wychers
Keith LeFebre
Ed Haveman
Michael DeVries
David Mohr
Donald Van Dorp
David Westra
Kevin Rottman
Duane Door
Wayne Haveman
Keith Schoonveld
Randall Smith
Ted Egeler
Keith Trumpie
Steve Moelker
Ken Ryskamp
Troy Ten Broeke
Douglas Vander Weide
Tom Soodsma
Shawn Vander Woude
Randy Brower
Randy Haveman
Don Kuperus
Randy Jager
Jeff Wiegers
Dan Roodvoets
Ron Cook
Brad Wynalda
Jeff Rummelt
Rick Harms
Roger Wiersma
Don Cassese
Gary Wiersma
Ron Haveman
Dan LeFebre
Marc DeGroot

Appendix I
Rev. Jerry Pott

Argentina, South America

Rev. Clarence and Sylvia Van Ens

Ceylon

Rev. Gilbert Hoelkeboer

Taiwan

Rev. Dirk and Nancy Oostendorp

Taiwan

Rev. Kenneth Van De Griend

Taiwan

Mr. Gilbert and Verda Bruxvoort

Zuni, New Mexico

Mr. Gerald Cremers

Nigeria

Rev. Michiel & Trudy DeBerdt

Japan

Ms. Beth Fennema

Japan, Christian Academy

Ms. Amy Fennema

Japan, Christian Academy

Ms. Dawn Fennema

Japan, Christian Academy

Ms. Anne Marie DeBerdt

Song-Rise Ministry--Japan

Rev. Jack and Yvonne Reiffer

Hessel Park CRC—University of Illinois

Mr. Case Vander Leest

Nigeria

Mr. Chuck Westhouse

Youth for Christ

Rev. Steve Elzinga

Surrey, British Colombia, Canada

Mr. Duane Smith

Son-Life Camp

Mr. Roger and Karen Van Otterloo

Wycliffe Translators

Mr. Hans and Joanne Kater

Costa Rica

Rev. Paul and Marcia Sikkema

Home Missions--Ohio

Rev. Ron and Margaret Lammers

Home Missions--Minnesota

Rev. Bill and Diana Steele

Guinea, West Africa

Rev. Robert and Shirley Price

Roseland Christian Ministries--Illinois

Mr. Gordon Rohrbacher

Youth for Christ Ministry

Rev. Stanley Bultman

Hospital Chaplaincy

Mr. Florencia Lopez

Holland, MI

Rev. Dave and Blanca Gifford

Mexico City, Mexico

Mr. John and Lynn Morrow

China

Mr. Andy and Karen Liimatta

Marquette, Michigan/InterVarsity Ministry

Mr. Florentin Hutanu

Romania/Bible League—Church Planter

Mr. Aleksandr Nosov

Romania/Bible League—Church Planter

Rev. Joel and Alison Renkema

Dominican Republic

MISSIONARIES

Highway Melodies
Youth Unlimited
Project Hope of NE Allegan County
Alpha Women‘s Center
Son-Life Camp
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Appendix J
SUMMER WORKSHOP IN MISSIONS
LONG TERM VOLUNTEERS
Many of our young people spent time individually during their summer vacations spreading
God‘s Word to places far and near both in the U.S. and in other parts of the World. This is a
list of these young people who spent time on S.W.I.M. or as long term volunteers.
Yvonne Schrotenboer
Grace Fennema
Carol DeHaan
Faith Nobel
Joyce Nobel

Margaret Vanden Berg
Dorothy Ribbens
Linda Tjepkema
Karen Bakker
Marge Ribbens
Bea Nagel
Nancy Tjepkema
Sandy DeKraker
Barbara Landman
Bruce Ter Beek
Dorothy DeJong
Judy Tjepkema
Loretta Ribbens
Dawn DeYoung
Pat DeMaagd
Sandy Vanden Berg
Kathy Hendriksma
Steve Elzinga
Marijo Vanden Bosch
Kathy DeYoung
Linda Vanden Bosch
Sue Lucas
Jan DeYoung
Candy DeKraker
Dawn Fennema
Jayne Vanden Bosch
Cheryl Berends
Luanne Tjepkema

Harlem, NewYork
East Islip, New York
Iowa City, Iowa
Waterloo, Iowa/
Nigeria
Binghamton,
New York/
Portland, Oregon
Denver, Colorado
Ogden, Utah
Harbor Beach, Florida
Crown Point, Indiana/
New Jersey
Ogden, Utah
Sun Valley, California
Lake Odessa, MI/
Broomall, Pennsylvania
Ogden, Utah
Ogden, Utah
Kansas City, Kansas
Jackson, Michigan
Broomall, Pennsylvania
Ogden, Utah
Ogden, Utah/Mexico
Ogden, Utah
Kalamazoo, Michigan
Greeley, Colorado
Ogden, Utah/Mexico
Roseville, Michigan
Brigham City, Utah
Saginaw, Michigan
Flagstaff, Arizona
Gallup, New Mexico
Ottawa, Canada
Ottawa, Canada
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Marshalltown, Iowa
New Jersey

Rick TerHaar
Dawn Fennema
Chuck Westhouse
Jodi Visser
Dean Vander Woude
Brian Haverdink
Janet DeVries

Madison, Wisconsin
Inez, Kentucky/
Appalachia
Christ Ministry to
National Parks
Lynden Washington
ARC Music Ministry
Sacramento, California
Navigators/
Campus Crusade,
Daytona Beach, Florida

Anne Marie DeBerdt
Jodi Haverdink
Beth Fennema
Amy Fennema
Erin Uitvlugt
Jennifer Klunder
Tim Spaman
Jill Ritchie
Aaron Jager
Tricia Haveman
Melanie Timmer
Kelly Vander Kam
Anna Whitmore
Jason Uitvlugt

93

Song-Rise, Japan
Sioux Center, Iowa
Christian Academy/
Japan
Christian Academy/
Japan
Canada/Wisconsin
Rapids, Wisconsin
Belize
M.O.S.E.S. project
M.O.S.E.S. project
China Mission Project

Son-Life Camp
SERVE Project
SERVE Project
China
Honduras

Appendix K
Mission Home Residents
Rev. Gerrit & Helen Koedoot

Rev. Henry & Joan Steen

Rev. William and Laura Van Tol

Rev. Lawrence Lobdell

Mr. Kenneth & Nancy Oosterhouse

Rev. Ryan & Julie Veeneman

Rev. Paul & Mary Kortenhoven

Mr. Eric & Carla Penning

Dr. Harry & Eloise Faber

Mr. Alex & Renona Munro

Rev. Merle & Donna Den Bleyker

Mr. Rick & Lynne Thompson

Rev. & Mrs. Bernard Dokter

Mr. Bruce & Ruth Hekman

Mr. and Mrs. John DeJager

Mr. John & Shirley Wind

Rev. Michiel & Trudy DeBerdt

Mr. Gary & Pam Van Veen

Rev. Ray & Sharon Hommes

Rev. Tom & Yvonne DeVries

Mr. Sid and Jan Norman

Rev. Kurt & Vicki Selles

Ms. Judy Zylstra

Rev. Stanley & Bessie Kruis

Mr. Vincente Apostal

Rev. Tom & Cheryl Soerens

Rev. & Mrs. Wayne Leigh

Mr. Arlyn & Lois Glewen

Rev. Robert & Carol Bolt

Mr. Alan & Jackie Persenaire
1231 Rosewood Avenue

Christian Reformed Church
Mission Home
1972—mid 1990‘s

94

Appendix L
ORGANISTS
Lena Ten Hoor Sinke

Pat Sytsma DeHaan

Harmannus DeBoer

Arlene DeVries Oetman

George Highstone (Hoogsteen)

Mary Ellen Nobel Hoekstra

Andrew Vander Lugt

Marjorie Ribbens Vander Heide

John Vander Woude

Barbara Nagel Kok

Derwin Slager

Grace Fennema

Lydia Veenstra

Bonnie Van Goor Lohrberg

Joan Sytsma Potts

Dorothy DeJong Hollemans

Jane Sytsma Haveman

Mary Jane Jackson

Betty Pott Ham

Kathy Door

Martha Nagelkirk Jackson

James Oosterhouse

Clara Sinke Nagel

Kathy Van Der Heide

Gertrude Sinke Vander Woude

Marijo Vanden Bosch

Carolyn DeKraker Westhouse

Liz Derks

Betty Joyce DeKraker Potgeter

Ann Jean DeVries

Dorie DeYoung

Phyllis Witteveen

Donna Schrotenboer Honderd

Lori Keizer Jager

Garthea Schrotenboer Schut
Annette Vos
Yvonne Schrotenboer Reiffer
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Appendix M
CHORAL SOCIETY/CHOIR DIRECTORS
Mrs. Hymes

Cindy Ver Hage

Barney Peterson

Garth Felton

Trena Haan

John Alles

Maynard Oppenhuizen

Linda Hoekwater

Albert Smith

Cathy Jager

James DeYoung

Kyle Witte

Marge Sinke

Joan Haagsma

Don Drenth
Dan Huisman
Marie Elzinga

Appendix N
SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS
John Timmer

Rol & Trish Jager

Reuben Van Noord

Harv Haverdink

John Nagel

Jay Bouwkamp

Don DeYoung

Marv DeHaan

Edward Morren

Tom & Pam Atsma

Dave Fennema

Al & Marcia Vander
Woude

Robert P. Vanden Berg
Ken Pasma
Alvin Westhouse

Karen Brower
Elaine Dykstra

Ron DeHaan
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Appendix O
YOUNG PEOPLE‘S SOCIETY LEADERS
Harry and Rolena DeYoung

Roger and Sandy Wiersma

Ron and Ruth Grassmid

Dennis and Denise DeVries

Evelyn Fennema

Dave and Donna Westhouse

Ed and Marilyn Westhouse

Charles and Tammy Tjepkema

Ken and Ellen Teitsma

Ron and Pat DeHaan

Al and Sandy DeVries

Jeff and Sue Wiegers

Carol Smith

Bryan and Krista DeGroot

Ron and Sharon Tjepkema

Jeff and Amy Rummelt

Jim and Marilyn Hendriksma

Marc and Lisa DeGroot

Bernie and Dorothy Hollemans

Al and Judy DeGroot

Claire and Kathy Vander Kam

Dale and Sue DeWitt

Kent and Jane Tebben

Tony and Allisun Westhouse

Chuck Westhouse

Bryan and Stephanie Dick

Harvey and Lyn Haverdink

Liz Van Dorp

Don and Mary Westhouse

Appendix P
Church Bulletin Secretaries
Mattie Faber 1937-1969
Carol Smith 1969-1978
Ruth Raad 1979-1995
Ronda DeHaan 1995-1996
Judy Moelker 1996-2000
Kathy Tanner 2000-present
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Appendix Q
Church Custodians
Nick Hendriksma

Dave Mohr

Leonard Sinke

Don Uitvlugt

Cornelius Potts

Sandy Soodsma

Ralph Ter Beek

Karen Ten Broeke

Sherwin DeVries

Lisa Harms

Ken Pasma

Appendix R
Moline Mirror Editors
Carol Smith

Shirley Dykhouse

Sharon Helmholdt

Rich Valk

Bea Berends

Dave & Ev Fennema

Sandy Wiersma

Lynda DeVries

Cindy Rottman

Carol Rottman

Karen Koster

Elaine Dykstra
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Appendix S
SERVED OUR COUNTRY IN THE MILITARY SERVICE
Lambert Jager
Andrew DeKraker
Clarence Koster
Gerald Ham
John Hendriksma
Nicholas Koster
Fred Wiersma
Richard Wiersma
Hilbert Bysterveld
Ellert Hendriksma
Tinus Vander Woude
Joe Tollenaar
Harold Bernard DeHaan
Ralph Sytsma
Cornelius Potts

Gerrit DeHaan
Lawrence Boone
Donald Haveman
Robert Van Den Berg
Albert DeVries
Donald Schans
Wilbur E. Dolfin
Sidney Koster
Edward Potts
Peter Raad
Ralph Ter Beek
Fred Timmer
Wilmer Timmer
Andrew Seif
Gerald Koster

Herman Potts
Garret Westhouse
Baltus DeHaan
John J. Mohr
Gerald Oetman
Gerald Haveman
Marvin Haveman
John Kenneth Schultetus
Marvin Rozema
Henry Beute
John Schans
Hilbert Schans
Sam Tjepkema
Richard Jager
Arnold Potts

On November 25, 2001, State Representative Patty Birkholz attended our morning
worship service and met with our WWII veterans to present a copy of her compilation
of WWII stories. Her Volume II was a reprint of our church‘s own WWII stories
published June 1999. Left to right: Sam Tjepkema, Ralph Ter Beek, Russell Boon,
unknown, George VanderWoude, Bill Bazuin, Bob VanDenBerg, Les DeHaan, Chris
VandenBerg, Rich Wiersma, Harm Lameyer, Ellert Hendriksma, Onnie Brink, Ed
Potts, Gerald Haveman, Peter DeKraker, Lawrence DeHaan, Don Haveman, State
Representative Patty Birkholz, Front: Andy Seif
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Calvin Schans
Chris Vanden Berg
Onnie Brink
Peter DeKraker
Harold DeHaan
Gilbert Bruxvoort
Harm Lameyer
John DeKraker
Maynard Woudwyk
Wilmer DeVries
William Bazuin
George Vander Woude
Gerald Van Den Berg
Wilbert Westhouse
Leslie DeHaan
Arthur Post
Andrew Kooienga
Jay Boone
Andrew Reurink
John Eylander
Jerry Sinke
Gerald Sytsma
Lawrence DeHaan
Herman Rozema
Pierson Apol
Henry Kooienga
Sierd Van Dussen
Russell Boone
Alvin Lutke
Don DeYoung
Leonard Haveman
Kenneth Vander Veen
Robert Jager
Jerry Vanden Berg
Wiley Timmerman
Earl Wiers
Corwin Ver Beek

Otto Woudwyk
Bert Jager
Leonard Jager
Harold Mohr
Dave Whittredge
Ron Boone
Vern TerHaar
Lawrence Boone
Carl Sinke
Iral Noteboom
Owen Helmholdt
William Hoven
Garold Gesink
Raymond Bronkhorst
Wayne Vander Vliet
Bradley Gesink
James Bakker
Don Jager
Keith Helmholdt
Wayne Helmholdt
Roger Miedema
Harold Fennema
Vernon Miedema
Albert Vander Woude
Kenneth Nagel
Robert P. Vanden Berg
James Miedema
Larry Vander Woude
Jerry Noteboom
James DeYoung
Kenneth Slager
Jerry Meyer
Arlyn Glewen
James Bakker
Roland Jager
Bruce Jager
Robert Miedema
100

Larry Schans
Steve Walma
Jack Morren
Leonard Nagel
Gordon DeYoung
Ron Haveman
David Van Dorp
Carl Dykstra
James Hendriksma
Tom Spaman
Ron DeHaan
Ron Cook
Ron Tjepkema
Rob Dykhouse
Dave Mohr
Renald Schans
David Troost
Carl Bossenbroek
Gary Haveman
Mike Westhouse
Chuck Hendriksma
Steven Baker
Garry Van Den Berg
Brian Kosters
Scott Prins
Mike Vonk
Mike Uitvlugt
Jason Wiersma
Jeddiah DeGroot
Jaclyn DeHaan Jones
Jonathan DeVries
Doug Morfeld
Brandi Door
Aaron Jones
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CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Left to right—Front row: Ruth Jager, Pat Valk, Lois Wiers, Joyce Rottman - Back row: Henry Raad,
Ruth Raad, Mary VanDenBerg, Lois Potts, Ed Potts, Marge Cook, Rich Valk, Elaine Dykstra

Elaine Dykstra – chairperson, historical book layout, advertising, picture directory
Marge Cook – picture directory, hospitality, decorating
Ruth Jager – government officials invitations, picture directory, mementos
Ed and Lois Potts – scheduling of pastors and sons of church in ministry
Henry and Ruth Raad – historical book research and writing, historical display
Joyce Rottman – hospitality, decorating
Rich and Pat Valk – dinner arrangements and setup, mementos
Mary Van Den Berg – special music, hospitality, decorating
Lois Wiers -- banners, hospitality, decorating
Carol Smith and Sue Wiegers – centennial program

―Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One generation
will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.‖ (Psalm 145:3, 4)
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Additional Notes
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