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Why Does Missions Exist?

“Why in the world are you asking that question?”  Why 
would you ask people who are interested enough in world 
missions to read a magazine devoted to missions, “Why does 
missions exist?”  Should this not be evident to people in the 
church, particularly to readers of Horizons?

I propose that question because it is vitally important.  
Since the fall of 2013, I have been privileged to teach 
Missiology to sophomore students in the School of 
InterCultural Studies at Johnson University. These are 
generally students enrolled toward a Major in InterCultural 
Studies, once known as Missions.  This is the question I ask at 
the beginning of my first lecture, because I believe everyone 
must be able to answer the question thoughtfully.  It is not 
enough to assume the students understand simply because 
they are majoring in missions.  I think it is also an important 
question that everyone should be able to answer succinctly 
and sincerely whether serving on a church staff, serving on a 
missions team, preparing to go on a mission trip, interested in 
missions, or supporting a mission work.  Our passion for, 
interest in, or financial commitment to missions is not 
sufficient in itself.  We must be able to express why it exists 
and why it is important in the life of the local church, and 
our answer needs to be an expression of solid Biblical 
interpretation and theology!

John Piper wrote this in Let the Nations Be Glad! The 
Supremacy of God in Missions.  “Missions is not the ultimate 
goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because 
God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the 
countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before 
the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary 
necessity. But worship abides forever.”
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I think Mr. Piper has correctly identified 
the core of the answer we need for our original 
question.  Missions is neither the end for which 
we strive, nor the goal of our ministry.  Mis-
sions exists because people live apart from God.  
People all across the world have no knowledge 
of God’s incredible goodness, love and mercy.  
Their lives continue with neither the reason nor 
the capability to worship the God who created 
them and loves them beyond measure.  They 
have no idea how empty their current existence 
is, nor do they have any clue how full their lives 
could be.  

Our commitment to missions must be based 
upon God’s first prophecy (Genesis 3:14-15), 
the “missionary Psalm” (Psalm 67), the exclu-
sivity of the “I am’s” of Christ (John 14:6) and 
more.  Our passion for missions must draw its 
power from the supremacy of God and His love 
for mankind.  We must be able to explain that 
“missions” is not a program within the church 
competing with other programs for funds, but is 
instead the core of the church itself as we wor-
ship God and introduce others to Him.  Every 
element of the church is about worshipping 
God, and missions (both local and global) is 
the essence of going beyond ourselves to share 
the wonder of God with people who do not yet 
know Him and worship Him!  This is why we 
must be able to answer the question.  You think 
about that!
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coming events 2014
July 8-11
 North American Christian Convention
  Indianapolis, Indiana
  Theme: reMission
  2014 President: Tim Harlow
  Contact information: North American Christian Convention
      513-772-9970 / www.gotonacc.org

July 20-26
 Lake James School of Missions
  Angola, Indiana
  Contact information: Scott Saltsman, Program Chairman
      260-316-7268 / scottlacc@gmail.com
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      417-627-0325 / www.poeministries.org

November 13-16
 International Conference on Missions
  Columbus, Ohio
  Theme: Vertical
  Contact information: David Empson
      317-539-4231 / david@theicom.org 

November 14-16
 Eastern Christian Conference
  Hershey Convention Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
  Theme: Sent
  2014 President: Don Hamilton
  Contact information: Eastern Christian Conference
      410-836-6102 / info@easterncc.com
      www.easterncc.com



mission trip report

Rice Is Not Enough
      For Health and Salvation
A Medical Mission Trip Report - January 2014
by Dwain C. Illman, M.D._______________________________________
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“May you be wealthy and healthy 
in your life” is the blessing many 

patients gave me on one of our clinic days for 
the FAME medical and leadership training 
outreach in Myanmar, the land between 
Thailand, China and India. Many of our 
patients had tattoos of a snake on hand and 
foot on the right and a scorpion on the other 
side, believing the illustrated critter will not 
inflict damage on the person with these tat-
toos.  

I never thought in this population, with 
a diet dominated by rice, there would be so 
much hypertension. Often the patient had 
been given medicine for blood pressure and 
would take it on days “I don’t feel well.” The 
populace is mainly small and thin. Barb 
was our physical therapist and kept telling 

the people: “Now stand tall and your back 
will do better.” It sounded so funny as she 
would instruct the small listeners. Barb, that 
is as tall as they get! It takes more than a 
rice diet with vegetables to avoid hyperten-
sion. Genetics still dominate health issues.  I 
had a 47-year-old woman who had a major 
stroke affecting her left side 7 months ago. 
As we talked, she cried. There is no therapy 
or assistance for most of the people. I could 
offer prayer and hope of Jesus. We did have 
several patients acutely ill and had to be sent 
to the hospital.  

Many patients came with what was de-
scribed as “breathing problems.” However, 
they looked good. About the third clinic 
day I learned that simply means: “I don’t 
feel well.” Sherry had her Buddhist medi-

cal student Mendoza 
translate her prayers 
for the patient. He 
had never prayed that 
much before. She had 
a patient who asked 
that she pray for her 
duck. The reason was 
that the duck was to be 
a gift for her church to 
help in their building 
program. No problem 
to pray for that duck.

Life is not easy for FAME team



From Dwain’s Journal

the vast majority of people. Many make 
$1.25 a day for general labor.  One widow 
with two kids said she sews shirts 18 hours 
a day 7 days a week.  She makes about $1.50 
a day.

Dr. Jere, also known as Dr. Derm, told a 
Buddhist monk: “You need to cover your 
arms to prevent this skin condition.” The 
monk said: “It is forbidden.” Dr. Derm: “How 
about I give you a doctors’ note!” Do doctors 
trump a person’s faith? We had a good laugh.  

Burma is the romantic and literary name; 
Myanmar is the current appellation given 
by the ruling generals in the 90’s. It actu-
ally reflects a better description than the 
older British name. There is more history 
and people with “Myanmar.” The people are 
referred to as Burmese and the dominant 
language is still Burmese. One of our locals 
noted there are 135 dialects in Myanmar.   
Many are from small groups in the northern 
mountains. Sixty million people live in this 
Texas-size nation. There has been consider-
able lessening of restrictions and opening to 
foreigners in the past three years. Marilyn, 
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Hilary and I were among the first wave to 
visit over 2 years ago.

The Muslims are persecuted in the north; 
Christians are tolerated in this 90% Buddhist 
land. Evidence of Buddhism is on nearly 
every corner and at the base of every large 
tree. One large banyan tree near one of our 
clinics had a significant Buddhist shrine at 
its base. It was considered very holy. Some of 
the most spectacular Buddhist temples and 
shrines are here. We visited the incompa-
rable Golden Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon. 
It is a kilometer and a half square of huge 
golden temples and stupas. Offerings to 
Buddha and bowing and praying Buddhist 
thoughts are very much in evidence in the 
pagoda. I witnessed groups of 30-40 monks 
sitting and chanting the words of Buddha. 
One group had a leader with a long pointer 
following the words on a very large manu-
script. It was a massive read-along chant. On 
a similar note, we stayed at a hotel in Bagan 
for our last night. I walked into the gift shop 
to look. The clerk was standing, bobbing 
her head, and holding a Buddhist text and 

Dr. Illman in a clinic with Josiah serving 
as a translator.

Dr. Gere Mammino treating one of the 
many Buddhist monks who came for care.

Local leaders: Josiah Aung Oo, Joel PungBaihum, 
Maerum Punsar, Simon Thaung.

Mom and child 
-- patients.

Dr. Illman and a patient with 
severe arthritis and hypertension
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reading it in a singsong fashion. I was just 
an inconvenience to her. It was one of those 
moments that didn’t seem real.

One of the reasons for our visit in 2011 
was to survey for possible FAME clinics and 
to make connections with key Burmese lead-
ers. Joana Jones, formerly from Smithville, 
Indiana, retired from General Motors in 
Bedford, Indiana, just about the time Cy-
clone Narga devastated southern Myanmar 
in 2008. Over 100,000 people disappeared.  
Saltwater covered most of the breadbasket of 
rice fields in the southern one fourth of the 
country -- mainly the huge delta area.

One of the results was hundreds of chil-
dren wandering around with no parents. 
When Joana heard this she went to Myanmar 
at her own expense. This was the beginning 
of Asian Children’s Mission. Hats off to her; 
what a way to retire.   

The central leader for one of the two 
orphanages is Josiah (Aung Oo) who leads 
Hope Children’s Home outside of Yangon, 
along with his wife Phoebe, where forty kids 

are in residence. We began our clinics there. 
It was an amazing and smooth beginning 
with stirring results. On day one we treated 
207 patients, dispensed 89 pairs of read-
ing glasses and shared in 23 decisions for 
Jesus. I call this day “Hope in the Sun.” In 
my planning, I wanted to enter “under the 
radar,” so I worked with Josiah to purchase 
90% of our medicines in country. They come 
in different packaging and are labeled with 
slightly different names. Our lead pharmacy 
tech, Lonnie, did a terrific work sorting and 
dispensing around 3000 prescriptions for the 
outreach. Most of the pricing was consider-
ably better than at home. The way the medi-
cines were sold often gave us many more 
pills than we could use. But we found a good 
home for them. Phoebe and friends made us 
lunch while we were at Hope and also served 
a closing dinner for the pastors and us at the 
end of the conference.  Thank you Phoebe.

Let me tell you about Dr. John Brang. 
He is from the Lisu tribe up north in the 
Mulashide area where FAME constructed a 
clinic up there. Dr. John is the physician. He 

These were all patients at one of our clinics. The makeup look on their faces is a compound made 
from ground bark from a local tree. It is traditional beauty as well as affords some sun protection.

These are kids from Hope Orphanage sponsored by Asian Children’s Mission led by Joana Jones.

“Hope in the Sun”



active leader in that church. She was my 
chief recruiter of Jeffrey. She is also a nurse 
practitioner and became a very valuable part 
of our team. Sherwood Oaks in Blooming-
ton, Indiana, sponsored 30 pastors to come 
to the conference. Having all these leaders 
on our “campus” added a lot of energy to our 
ministry. Men traveled up to three days to 
get to the conference. 

Young Pastor Nathan arrived via an all 
night 12-hour bus ride. Frequently he said 
“thank you” for what was happening.   An-
other pastor was Tung Tung. I had him as a 
patient; Dr. Jeff spent a lot of time with him 
in the conference. Tung Tung (common to 
have repeated names, sometimes three times. 
The charts were often written Tung [square 
with small 2]). Tung said: “I was a Buddhist 
monk and fearful of evil spirits.I was afraid 
I would come back as a frog.Then one day 
I heard people singing what I came to learn 
were Christmas carols. It drew me in with 
the hope and melodies. The pastor talked to 
me about Jesus. Now I have peace.”  
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flew down to meet us and help in the clinics 
the first two days. The main killers for him 
are malaria and TB. He is currently treat-
ing 100 HIV patients which is on the rise 
because of IV drug usage. Burma is second 
in the world behind Afghanistan in the 
production of Heroin. Unfortunately, many 
of the people use it. 

Dr. John serves a population of 200,000 
and sees 20,000 patients a year at the clinic. 
No dentist is in this area. Dr. John says that 
now there is no TB nor malaria within 5 
miles.  50% of the population is Christian. So 
much of this is the result of the strong, effec-
tive and long-term ministry of the J. Russell 
Morse family. Their disciples and descen-
dants of their disciples are the main leaders 
throughout the country which includes the 
people we worked with.

I planned to combine this medical mis-
sion trip with a pastor’s conference. One of 
the keys was to recruit a pastor who would 
lead. Dr. Jeffrey Robinson from New Lenox, 
Illinois stepped up. Sherry Burnham serves 
on the board of FAME with me and is an 

“Pastors’ Time”

Pharmacy team led by Lonnie Burley of 
FAME.

Pharmacy team member Amber Wolf, local 
pharmacist Victoria, and student Angela Punsar

Kids from Hope Orphanage. Marilyn Illman in reading class clinic.
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Chris and Marilyn taught and organized 
a session on practical healthcare the pas-
tors could use in their remote areas. The 
book “Where there is no doctor” is available 
in Burmese. Unfortunately, only six cop-
ies were found in Yangon. Timothy Punsar 
came in the next day and said, “The store just 
got a shipment. I have 40 copies.” Some of 
the team bought them for the pastors. This 
useful gift was distributed at the close of the 
conference. 

The second day we set aside time to treat 
the pastors who had medical concerns.  
Many came. I have called this clinic day: 
“Pastor Time.”

Hla Pa Da is an area a few miles from 
Hope where there is a small church. Lonnie 
claimed the church building for a pharmacy.   
A porous thatch shelter in front became the 
triage site. That left the road for us providers.   
I use “road” generously. It was a well-beaten 
path standing high going through the rice 
fields. 

There was some morning shade so we 
took small stools, sat down, and went to 
work. That day 152 patients came to see us.  
Marilyn fitted 35 pairs of reading glasses.  
The Lord added 24 people that day. Wow! 
I call this day: “By the Way,” with minimal 

Pastors were excited after receiving the book, “Where There is No Doctor.”

FAME team, translators, and pastors for conference.

“By the Way”



comparison to Luke 9:59 where Jesus is men-
tioned going along the road doing ministry.

We had a trio of medical students who 
came the second day to help with translating. 
They stayed then for rest of clinic. One is a 
Christian; the other two are Buddhist.  They 
were given a Bible and each promised to read 
from it.   

Most days we passed a park in Yangon 
where I noticed a golf driving range. It was 
set up so the golf balls were hit into a rice 
paddy. Talk about a can’t miss water hazard! 
Boys were hired to collect the golf balls.

Another village name for you is Nyaung 
Hwa not too far from Hope. Clinics there 
went well. Across the road is a rice field 
owned by Asia Children’s mission. They 
plan to build a community center there that 
will also be used as a church. We held clinic 
in the Pastor’s compound. Lonnie grabbed 
the house for pharmacy. We sat out around 
the calabash vines for clinics. I call this day:  
“Rice paddies and calabash.” We treated 150 
patients and had 20 come to Jesus. This was 
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a pleasant day with lots of shade. The toilet 
was an interesting bamboo 4-sided small 
building on stilts. One had to climb up about 
4 feet to reach the squat (typical) toilet. It 
drained somewhere behind where the pipe 
was buried in dirt. No questions asked.

Have you ever been to Ba Go? It is the 4th 
largest city in Burma. For a thousand years 
it was the city of kings. Then in 1817 the Ir-
rawady River shifted several miles in a flood. 
The city was no longer a port so its signifi-
cance faded. The church there was built on 
stilts because of the monsoons.  Behind the 
pastors home was a pigsty. I call this day: 
stilts and sty.

146 people came and 20 accepted The 
Lord. I should mention that the Irrawaddy is 
the main river of commerce. It begins in the 
northern mountains and flows 1000 miles to 
Yangon and then to the gulf.  

Sunday was fun. We split the group and 
went to Tamwe and Insein for church. I 
preached at Tamwe; Jeff at the latter. After 

“Rice Paddies and 
Calabash”

Triage at Tamwe Christian Center, Yangon --
Barb Fox, Pastor James Khong and Maerum Pungar Villagers near Hla Pa Da

Clinic at Nyaung Hwa Pastor’s home in Nyaung Hwa -- clinic location
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a church dinner we opened our clinics. We 
treated 158 people. Simon Thaung and his 
wife hosted us for dinner Sunday evening.   
That was pretty cool. Simon had us seated in 
the yard around a large table. We were served 
by his wife and 5 daughters. We ate well.  

Our eighth clinic was in a poorer area of 
Yangon. We drove for over an hour to reach 
it. Maerum Punsar’s sister Ginzi supervises 
this ministry to children. She has several or-
phans. She said she adopted two of them out 
a few years ago and missed them so much 
she now has adopted most of the children 
in the home. People were much poorer in 
this district. Houses were built on stilts, as 
the water table was high. With monsoons, 
the dirt streets would become small streams.   
We drove by so many merchants selling a 
huge variety of items yet many seemed to 
have the same inventory. They had their 
merchant stands right off the elevated road. 
My description is: in the shadow of Yangon.  
Forty-two came to The Lord.

For the week we treated 1254 patients; 
dispensed 288 pairs of reading glasses and 
rejoiced with 166 new Christians. There 
is hope in The Lord for Burma. Perhaps I 
should say: “Burma Saved.” Many of you 
don’t know about the old road signs for 
Burma Shave but this is a reference to that.   

One evening as we walked in late at our 
hotel, another hotel guest asked: are you vol-
unteers.” “Yes,” we said.  She said: “I thought 

so, you look tired.” Each evening we were 
very tired but revived ourselves each night to 
be ready for another day of ministry.

The leaves of the Betel plant are mixed, 
ground and chewed as a stimulant by many 
people. One of the results is stained black 
teeth. One of the locals said she thinks white 
teeth and pink gums are ugly. Black gums 
and tooth stains are beautiful to her. I asked 
my student what is mixed with the betel 
leaf. He said: “tow’ bah koh”(emphasis first 
syllable). I had him repeat it several times 
before “tobacco” was heard.

GNPI (Good News Productions Inter-
national) in Yangon is directed by Timothy 
Punsar. Timothy has a passion to reach 
the Buddhists. In his studies he notes that 
Buddhism teaches that someone greater is 
behind Buddha. This is the door Timothy 
wants to use to influence the Buddhists for 
Christ.  

It was a real inspiration to hear 40 pastors 
sing hymns in Burmese. I recognized the 
tune but not the words.  Nonetheless it was 
praise to my ears. I thought of the picture 
John paints in Revelation 5 when he notes 
that people from every tribe and nation will 
be praising before the throne of God.  

I will conclude with several summary 
thoughts and testimonies from our 13-mem-
ber team. This journey will be a highlight of 
memory for each of us. To borrow from one 
of our hotel’s motto: Myanmar - a remark-
able experience.

LONNIE describes her experience as “Many 
but Few.” She has been overwhelmed with the 
number who don’t know the Lord. It touched her 
to see hundreds of small children being trained to 
become monks.

PAM’s expression to summarize is: red teeth 
- special friends. She prayed for children that 
they would know Christ. She was impressed 
with how many pagodas and temples there 
are.   She plans to pray for those bowing before 
images of Buddha. Pam also said her adventure 
could be known as the five-hour energy trip.  
(She revealed to the group that she took some Children at Hope Children’s Home doing dishes
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of this booster two or three times a day.  And 
here we thought she was hyperthyroid).

CHRIS notes the gentleness, the smiles and the 
kindness of the people. She noted a book called: 
Golden Land, Lost but found. Gold is every-
where. Her summary is “Golden opportunity 
and opportunists.” Muslims are coming in. Busi-
ness from the west is expanding. China is buying 
up and influencing huge decisions in the country. 
Recently they purchased 37 mountains up in the 
north for the minerals. Their mining technique is 
to completely level them. The tribal people have 
been moved far from this area.

BARB – never stop bobbing and weaving in 
a chaotic world. Traffic is organized chaos. It 
is so easy to give up.  This is parallel to my life 
– keep my eye on the destination, trust in the 
driver. You will get to destination.

SHERRY thought it was disturbing and 
encouraging. There are so many who don’t know 
Christ. She says there are significant diseases 
without access to adequate healthcare. It was 
encouraging to see what the Morse family 
impact has been in this nation. Her parents were 
forwarding agents for Eugene Morse for many 
years.

AMBER mentioned it was hot lying in a 
golden land. Christians need tofan the flame of 
Christ’s love in the heart of these people. She 
was so impressed with their sense of hospitality.

JERE said his eyes have been open to this part 
of the world. People have been warmest here 
compared to other developing countries he has 
visited. Golden opportunities are here.   He will 
encourage others to come, as it is a very safe 
country.

“Just felt right,” KATIE expressed. She never 
doubted this was where she was supposed to 
be. Every morning at clinic she thought: “this is 
where I am supposed to be.”

DEB enjoyed watching the team and how they 
connected with each other. She liked watching 
Pam teaching the crowds using the EVANGI-
CUBE. Simon was her translator.  The people 
would not take their eyes off Pam.  She was per-
ceived as genuine by the people.   Barb adds the 
words: “awesome, dude.”  Our God is so awesome 
as are the people of Burma.

WENDY – Burmese Bouncer – not that I 
would choose this. I felt it met a need. It was 

very worthwhile. (Wendy would keep order, 
lead patients to next activity, etc.)

JEFF felt that it was walking together to bring 
the light into the golden darkness. Five key lead-
ers are walking together: Dr. John, Josiah, Simon, 
Timothy and Joel. What will the future be as 
they continue to walk together? I pray it will be 
God-blessed.

____________

MARILYN spoke Burmese for thank you.   
Thank you Jesus for putting Christianity in 
place.  40,000 people have come to Christ 
because of the Morse family ministries. It is 
thrilling to see the leaders. Josiah has orga-
nizing skills; Simon projects a vision for the 
future.  Joel presented a vision for Mandalay.  
Timothy can see Buddhists coming to Jesus 
by the millions.   Simon is concerned be-
cause so many in America want the preach-
ers to be self-sustained.  Half have failed to 
do so and have left the ministry.   How can 
we help and sustain the ministry?   Each of 
us has to deeply consider and pray.

You say Burma; I say Myanmar; we all say 
hallelujah.  Golden opportunities are open 
as the doors continue to allow Christians to 
expand ministries in this land.  

Immediately following the mission 
trip, the group took a very interesting, 
although very short, sight-seeing 
excursion north to see temples in 
Mandalay and Bagan, one of the most 
historical cities in Asia.

Pictured are Dwain and Marilyn 
Illman at Bagan, surrounded by 
Buddhist Temples.
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Fanatic Muslims looted 
and set ablaze the 

whole Joseph Colony on 
March 9, 2013.  Their 
posters and banners were 
proclaiming death pen-
alty to the blasphemer of 
the prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). They were like 
roaring lions seeking to 
devour helpless prey. The 
local police were urging the 
poor Christian community 
to leave their homes at the 
earliest to save themselves.   
The fear of death forced 
them to leave abruptly 
without taking any valuable 
things from their homes.

Recently, unknown 
militants attacked a Hindu 
community and their 
temples in Larka City, the 
province of Sindh. They 
“desecrated the pages of the 
sacred book and burned 
their temples” (Daily JANG, 
Lahore, March 17, 2014). 
This incident caused a sense 
of insecurity among them.

THE HOLY BIBLES AND
CHURCHES WERE BURNED

 In Lahore, Joseph Colony consists of more than 200 
slum houses, where sanitary workers live in miser-
able conditions. The highly charged ruthless mob was 
demanding from Christian community to hand over 
Sawan Masih who insulted prophet Muhammad. In an-
ger and rage they burned the Holy Bibles, two Church-
es, schools, shops and homes. The residents scattered 
and hid unknown places fearing from terrorists.

It is a normal routine of extremists to attack on 
Christian localities in Pakistan.  Recently, a large 
group of fanatic Muslims gathered from 22 villages 
and went to a village 4L/3 in the District of Okara and 
“destroyed a church from its foundation and  insulted 
the Holy Bible” (The daily JANG Lahore. March 10, 
2014). Depressed and downtrodden Christians are not 
allowed to build a church in that area. The same inci-
dent happened, when we wanted to build a church in 
Ladi village, the district of Kasur in 1999. More than 7 
Muslim villages gathered and stopped the construction 
of the church.  Same incidence is going on in Veer Kay 
Nau village in Kasur, where Muslims are not allowing 
Christians to build church. 

ACCUSED SAWAN OF
BLASPHEMY LAW:

A Christian man Sawan Masih and Muslim man 
Shahid Imran were friends for the last 10 years. Sha-
hid used to run his stall in front of Joseph Colony. The 
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residents claim that the influential traders 
wanted to vacate this colony and turn it 
into godowns to expand their business. 
They used Shahid to trap Sawan into blas-
phemy charges in order to achieve their 
goal.  Recently, Sawan appeared in the 
court and recorded his statement before 
the Judge that “the blasphemy charges 
absolutely false and incorrect” (The News 
International, Lahore, March 9, 2014).  He 
further stated, that his Christian belief 
does not allow him to commit blasphemy 
against prophet of Islam. My friend Sha-
hid and traders hatched a conspiracy to 
push out the poor residents from this area.  

Accused Sawan is in the prison facing 
discrimination, hatred, prejudice, mental 
and physical torture, while most of the 
violent attackers on Joseph Colony have 
been granted bails. Mian Nawaz Sharif, 
The Prime Minister of Pakistan, sent an 
order to all the four Provinces of Paki-
stan to submit reports “the cases against 
minorities and the violation of their basic 
rights” (The daily JANG Lahore, March 
13, 2014). Sawan’s blasphemy case is pend-
ing before the court of law for the past 
one year.  Who knows he might suffer like 

a Christian lady Aasia Bibi, accused of 
Blasphemy law in the prison without fair 
trial and decision!

BLASPHEMY LAW 
AND PERSECUTION

The Blasphemy law is like two edged 
sword in the hands of fanatic Muslims 
against Hindus, Ahmedis, Sikhs and 
Christians.  The Blasphemy law 295 
B&-C states, that if any person converts 
from Islam or insults prophet Muham-
mad and the holy book Quran, should 
be put to death. For example, a judge 
sentenced Mr. Ameen for life imprison-
ment for insulting the Quran. (The Daily 
JANG, Lahore. January 20, 2012). On 
March 9, 2013, a Muslim blamed that 
a Christian insulted Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) and the Quran. This news 
spread like a prairie fire among Muslims 
and they fiercely burned more than 
200 Christian homes at Joseph Colony, 
Lahore.  

Recently, the British Prime Minister 
David Cameron showed a great concern 
about, “a mentally-ill British man sen-
tenced to death in Pakistan for Blasphe-

Fanatic is shouting and burning the furniture (belongings) of the Joseph Colony residents.
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my” (DAWN, Lahore, January 30, 2014). 
Muhammad Asghar has lived for 40 years 
in Britain, who has been sentenced for 
writing letters claiming to be  a prophet.

 Shahbaz Bhatti, the only Christian 
Federal Minister of minorities, was assas-
sinated by the Militants in Islamabad, the 
Capital of Pakistan. His crime was that he 
raised a voice to make an amendment in 
the Blasphemy Law which is being mis-
used against minorities.  The Governor of 
the province of the Punjab, Mr. Salman 
Tasser was “killed by one of his own se-
curity guards because he championed the 
cause of a Christian woman imprisoned 
on a false blasphemy charge. Aasia Bibi 
still languishes in jail, reportedly in poor, 
miserable and terrible conditions both 
physically and mentally” (The NEWS, 
December 25, 2011). “Every Muslim 
has a duty to kill anyone suspected of 
blasphemy” (January 1, 2012) against the 
prophet of Islam and the holy Quran.

Christians feel insecure, face difficul-
ties, discriminatory laws, prejudice and 
persecution in Muslim countries.  Last 
year, Taliban attacked at a Peshawer 
church and martyred more than hundred 

innocent Christians. That time Govern-
ment promised to the families of the 
martyred to provide financial assistance, 
but they did not fulfill it and Christians 
protested against the Government in 
Lahore (The JANG daily, Jan. 20, 2014). 
Dominic Grieve, the Attorney General 
of Britain has said, “it’s the responsibility 
of the Government of Pakistan to protect 
its religious minorities from persecution 
by the extremist groups through vigor-
ous action against those who perpetrate 
crimes in the name of religion and sects 
against Pakistanis” (The News, Lahore. 
Jan.19, 2014).

FORCED CONVERSION 
TO ISLAM

Tahreek-e-Talban Pakistan (Move-
ment of Talban in Pakistan) who do not 
honor the Constitution of Pakistan but 
want to impose Islamic law, threatened 
the Ishmaeli religious minority group in 
Kalash and Chitral (North of Pakistan) 
valleys “convert to Islam, otherwise, 
ready to die”. (The daily JANG Lahore, 
February 21, 2014). They have killed 
thousands of people and damaged the 

Extremist defiling the Cross and trying to burn it in the fire.
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social, economic and psychological fiber 
of the people. Taliban continually at-
tacking military, police, worship places, 
schools, hospitals and courts. In a suicide 
bomb attack they “killed one judge 
including 11 persons and wounded 37 
lawyers” (The daily JANG, Lahore, March 
4, 2014) in Islamabad the Capital city of 
Pakistan.

An Iranian Pastor Yousaf Nadarkhani 
never practiced the Islamic religion and 
converted to Christian faith at the age 
of 19. But, the Iranian courts say that he 
must recant his Christian faith or face 
death penalty. He refused to do so--risk-
ing execution at any moment. His execu-
tion is against the teachings of the Quran 
which states that, “there is no compulsion 
in religion” ( Al-Baqarah 2:256). 

The International Federation for Hu-

With the help of IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service), 
Brother Saleem is distributing blankets among victims.

man Rights strongly condemned “the 
abuse of the Blasphemy law had affected 
the society” (DAWN, Lahore. January 30, 
2014).  The United Nations human rights 
mechanisms should work to oppose this 
law and prevent abuse of the law be-
ing used to victimize minority religious 
communities. 

Although, Blasphemy Law is like 
“a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8); but, those who face 
persecution boldly and remain faithful 
until death, shall receive “the crown of 
like” (Revelation 2:10). Amen!

About writer: The writer is Church 
Planter and Psychologist in Pakistan. He 
delivers lectures on Cross-cultural coun-
seling and World religions at different 
institutes internationally.  
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The Middle East and Northern Af-
rica continue to be a primary focus 

for world events. Yet the “Arab World” 
has for centuries been one of the most 
neglected by the church. One exception 
is Christian Arabic Services, led by Dr. 
Safaa Fahmi and his wife, Mona, and sit-
uated in Cairo, right in the heart of the 
Arab population of approximately four 
hundred million people, ninety million 
of them in Egypt. There Dr. Fahmi and 
his associates train nearly 3,000 Chris-
tian leaders a year from several Arab 
countries. This is done through leader-
ship seminars as well as a formal Bible 
college and seminary program with 
degrees granted by Hope International 

University of Fullerton, California.
Safaa was the pastor of one of the 

largest evangelical churches in Egypt, 
Second Evangelical Church in Assiut, 
when he met the late Dr. Lewis Foster 
in 1981, then dean of Cincinnati Bible 
Seminary. Dr. Foster discipled him and 
arranged for him to pursue graduate 
studies at CBS. While at CBS Safaa fully 
embraced New Testament Christianity 
and the principles of the Restoration 
Movement. Christian Arabic Services 
was formed first to provide funding for 
Egyptian students coming to America 
to study at the seminary. However, 
subsequent to Safaa’s return to Egypt 
the focus was redirected to supporting 

Safaa and Mona Fahmi Safaa baptizing
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his ever-expanding work of training 
Christian leaders in the principles of 
New Testament Christianity.  At first 
the church in Assiut was the base for 
that work. However, eventually the de-
nomination for whom Safaa had worked 
removed him from that church because 
of his insistence upon believer’s baptism 
by immersion and weekly observance of 
the Lord’s Supper.

The work of training leaders had 
already become more than Safaa could 
keep up with while serving as pastor of 
a local church. So his removal from his 
church opened the door to the build-
ing of a CAS-funded training center in 
Cairo. However, that facility was quickly 
outgrown. That made necessary the con-
struction of a $1.6 million, four story, 
25,000 square foot training center that 
will be occupied later this year. This new 
facility will house not only the training 
seminars, but also the accredited Bible 
college and seminary mentioned earlier,  
providing degrees to students, primarily 
from Egypt and the Sudan. The center 
will include a recording studio, cafe-
teria, library, classrooms, administra-
tive offices, and dormitory rooms.  It 
will also provide space for the numerous 

The Lord’s Supper is served

Training Center under construction

Safaa in front of the nearly completed 
Training Center

Safaa in front of the courtyard of the new 
Training Center

A classroom in the new Training Center
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other ministries added by Safaa and his 
associates in recent years. 

One of those ministries, that of 
providing Bible correspondence courses 
for nearly 4,000 students in 21 Arabic 
speaking nations, will operate out of the 
new center. The same is true of the dis-
tribution of thousands of both printed 
and audio Bibles. Writing, printing, and 
distributing VBS and Sunday School 
curriculum will continue. Safaa has also 
translated a number of Christian books 
into Arabic. One of his most ambitious 
projects is work on a 55 volume com-
mentary on the entire Bible. The first 
volume, The Book of Acts – Part I, has 
now been completed due to help from 
LATM; Part – II is soon to be printed, 
and five other commentaries are written 
and ready for publishing as the funds 
become available.

Most aspects of the ministry men-
tioned thus far are based in Cairo. 
However, as an Arab, Safaa has been 
able to travel to other Middle Eastern 
countries to lead seminars. Satellite 
locations have been established in three 
additional Egyptian cities: El Minya, 
Sohag, and Assiut. Furthermore, much 
of the work of CAS takes place in 

A city church A village “Kids’ Carnival”

Egyptian villages. Approximately 200 
village churches have been reopened 
under Safaa’s leadership, many of them 
with pastors trained through various 
CAS programs. CAS also does signifi-
cant benevolent work in those villages 
as 45% of the Egyptian people live on 
less than $4 per day. CAS medical teams 
regularly visit those villages providing 
the only medical care available to them. 
And literacy training is a large part of 
the work as well because of the high rate 
of illiteracy.

In the Muslim majority culture of the 
Arab world, women are greatly deval-
ued and unfortunately that often carries 
over to the church.  Safaa’s response has 
been  to develop a seminar called “For 
Women Only,” teaching how both men 
and women are created in the image 
of God and have equal worth in His 
eyes. Several thousand women’s lives 
have been radically changed through 
this seminar; and those women are 
asking Safaa to do a “For Men Only” 
seminar teaching their husbands the 
same things. Safaa has also recruited 43 
leading Christian attorneys to help him 
in efforts to discourage divorce among 
Christians.



_________________________________________________________________
April, May, June 2014 / 21

Safaa’s ministry is the leading 
distributor of Sunday School and 
VBS material among churches of 
all denominations. This has given 
him access to these same churches 
where “Kids Carnivals” are held. 
In recent months there have been 
5,000 kids who have learned about 
Jesus through these Carnivals and 
since the inception of the program 
more than 400,000 children have 
participated.

Earlier it was mentioned that 
many Sudanese take advantage 
of the CAS training programs. 
Through the years hundreds have 
made their way to Cairo for this 
training, and in some instances 
Safaa has traveled to the Sudan. 
Many of those who are trained be-
come church planters in their na-
tive land. Just recently Safaa heard 
from one of his former students 
who has planted eleven Sudanese 
churches that are now flourishing. 
He was inviting Safaa to come and 
preach in each of those congrega-
tions.

When Safaa and Mona first 
returned to Egypt with a new 
understanding of the Bible and a 
sincere desire just to be Christians 
only, it was not their intention to 

A training session

A village “For Women Only” seminar

A large CAS Conference

Safaa with some Sudanese church leaders
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start yet another denomination or even 
a movement. Instead it was their desire 
to train church planters who would 
establish new congregations that would 
adhere to the principles of New Testa-
ment Christianity; but even more to 
influence existing churches, whatever 
their denominational affiliation,  to 
adopt and put into place New Testament 
doctrine and practices. Because of that 
approach Safaa is well connected across 
all sorts of denominational lines, is well 
respected, and thus gets to teach and 
preach in all sorts of different churches. 
The result has been that many churches 
have changed their theology on salva-
tion, have adopted believers baptism by 
immersion, and now practice weekly 
observance of the Lord’s Supper.  At the 
same time, sectarian practices are being 
abandoned.

Someone has suggested that 
Christian Arabic Services may be the 
best kept secret in the Restoration 
Movement. That may be true. The fact 
is that the CAS donor base is quite 
small and the need is quite great. 
Approximately $300,000 is still needed 
to complete funding and furnishing 
of the training center. But beyond that 
there is so much that could be 
accomplished if God’s people would 
only provide the resources. For instance 
you could fund the printing of one of 
the Bible commentaries for $10,000. 
If you are interested in knowing how 
you can get involved in helping to 
reach one of the most neglected 
mission fields in the world you may 
contact Dr. John Caldwell at P.O. Box 
97, Plainfield, IN 46168, 317-201-5698, 
or johncaldwellministries@yahoo.com.

A CAS Doctor
Safaa with Dan Pence, long-time

CAS Chairman

A CAS Doctor Arabic Bibles ready for distribution
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Henrietta Ida Storms was born in 
Kokomo, Indiana, on July 19, 1923, the 
youngest of five children born to Elmer 
Ross Storms and Blanche Segretain. The 
Storms’ were active members of South-
side Christian. At one youth camp, the 
leader challenged her to commit to always 
putting Jesus first in her life -- a lifelong 
goal for her. She graduated from Kokomo 
High School, with honors, in 1941.

September 9, 1945, she married 
Charles C. Luttrell. The marriage lasted 
41 years -- until his death in 1986. 
Charles and Henrietta attended Ozark 
Bible College in Joplin, Missouri. In 1962, 
the Luttrells went to Hawaii as missionar-
ies, where they ministered for the rest of 
their lives.

While there, they ministered at Palolo 
Valley Church of Christ, Kalihi Valley 
Church of Christ, and (part-time) at 
Waipahu Church of Christ.

After Charles died in 1986, Henrietta 

taught at the Waialua Christian Church. 
She continued working there until her 
retirement just a few years ago.

For many years, Henrietta was the 
Editor of a monthly newsletter called 
simply, “The Encourager.” It was circu-
lated among the churches in Hawaii as a 
way for congregations to communicate 
with each other about special events and 
prayer concerns.

She saw herself as an encourager. 
In fact, she was part of a ladies’ Bible 
study where she was known as “Barney” 
because Barnabas was called “the son of 
encouragement.” Her book, Pebbles in 
the Pond, which was published in 2013, 
is an extension of her ministry of en-
couragement. It is available on Amazon.
com. You can read more about her work 
at www.HenriettaLuttrell.com.

Henrietta went to be with the Lord 
early on Sunday morning, January 19, 
2014.

in memory of

Steve Sharpe
Roy Sandefur

given by
Georgia Sharpe

Seymour, TN

Gifts
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news briefs

Australia
Long time server, Ted Bjorem (Wm Jessup, Emmanuel) was just asked to 

help a church in Brisbane with many people from Nepal and Bhutan and a 
couple from Iran who were just baptized. He is responsible for the discipleship 
and youth work. The church is in the heart of a resettlement area with great 
opportunity.

Ted is specifically looking for resources in these language groups. Do you 
know of any language gospel / discipleship materials? Do you know anyone 
with language skills in these areas that would want to respond to this unique 
opportunity either on a short-term or long-term basis? This would be valuable 
preparation for anyone planning to enter these countries as it would provide 
language learning opportunities as well as potential contacts through those 
families.

If you are able to help Ted out with any of the resources requested, or if you 
know of anyone interested in helping with this need, please e-mail Ted at the 
following address: vinemin@netspace.net.au. You may also skype him at 
ted.of.vine.

Thailand
Jesse Yangmai reports that the newly printed copies of the Lisu Bible have 

now reached their destinations. It is only with God’s provision and the generous 
support of fellow Christians that this project is finally bringing this new study 
Bible to the hands of the Lisu people.

We now look forward to hearing feedback from the various areas as they 
begin to use this new edition in their churches and classrooms. One Lisu 
elder already wrote to us saying, “This book speaks clearly to me in plain Lisu 
language.” After years of struggling to incorporate the various Lisu dialects 
into one understandable version, comments like this elder’s are very gratifying. 
Thank you, God, for making it possible to give the Lisu brethren the Bible in 
their own vernacular!

Jesse is continuing to write much-needed study helps for Lisu and Rawang 
Churches.
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Haiti
His Seed Sowers reports on the first ever “Christmas Solidarity for the 

Weakest in Hospice of Marfrane” through Radio Echo Celeste, a local radio sta-
tion in Jeremie. This was an effort to help those who cannot support themselves 
economically. Listeners were asked for support and their response was tremen-
dous!

People pledged and began bringing to the radio station rice, corn, oil, garlic, 
black beans, tomato paste, shoes, clothes, underwear, a kerosene lamp, pure 
water, even money! Nearly 130 people put everything together and had enough 
to fill half of a box truck. When making deliveries, the volunteers took along 
musical instruments and gave recipients a concert, as well as sitting down and 
eating with them.

Heartfelt testimonies were given. Some said they were despised by other 
people and that no one had ever come to spend time with them like we did. For 
most of them, the years come and the years go, with things remaining much the 
same.

The nuns said they saw Jesus Christ in us. Our group was so happy singing 
and dancing with those poor people. Our people said that day will always stay 
as the most unforgettable Christmas Eve of their life.

Thailand
Jesus’ Open Arms Mission (JOAM) was established in 1987 by Rick and 

Kathy Walden for the purpose of taking the Gospel message to the people of 
Thailand for the glory of the Father. Rick and Kathy along with their children, 
Diane and Eric, began their ministry journey together in Thailand in 1989. To 
their great joy, God added to their family Samuel and Aimee during their time 
in Thailand.

It was with mixed emotions that Rick and Kathy recently announced that 
this, their 25th year of ministry will  also be their last year in Thailand. While 
they know they will miss the work they have devoted their lives to, they also 
look forward to, and are very excited about, what God has next for them. What 
that new adventure is remains uncertain; but the Waldens are trusting God to 
make the path known when His time is right.

The Waldens have plans to return to the U.S. in August, 2014 where they will 
eventually settle in Knightstown, Indiana, in a home they purchased several 
years ago. 



Thank You!-----------------------------------------
MSA greatly appreciates the following individuals and churches who responded to our most 
recent appeal. Your gifts are allowing us to continue serving missionaries and ministries 
worldwide. As of April 23rd, gifts have totaled $22,700.40. Below are those whose contribu-
tions were received after March 4th. Thank you for your generosity!
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anchor CC, Rochester, 
NY

Anderson, John E.
Arnold, Jon & Cara
Bachelor Creek CofC, 

Wabash, IN
Barnes, Price
Benton, M/M Donald L.
Bismarck First CofC, IL
Buchanan CC, MI
Carter, Douglas F.
Cloud, M/M Phillip R.
Columbia CC, Ky
Delaney, Charles & 

Betty
E. River Park CC, 
 Elizabethton, TN
Eden CofC, St. Louis-

ville, MO
First CC, Joliet, IL
First CC, Malvern, OH
First CC, Monmouth, IL
First CC, Texhoma, OK

Fritz, Denis M.
Gearhardt, M/M Charles
Greenamyer, Neva
Herbsleb, Darlene
Hine, C. Robert
Hoffmeister, Tonya
Hopper, Evelyn
Howell, Don & Norma
Huhn, M/M Robert J.
Hundley, Reggie & 

Carol
Kennedy, M/M Jerry D.
Leonard, M/M John M.
Markle CofC, IN
McFarland, Mrs. Adele
Miller, Frank
Moomaw, M/M Russell
Morris, Marvin & Karron
Murfreesboro CC, TN
Nicholson CC, Indepen-

dence, KY
Powell, Ruth (Owen Still 

Mission)

Proctor CofC, MT
Ray, Sharlotte
Scott, Bert & Patricia
Sheek, Isaac
Shelbina CC, MO
Shelby CC, Versailles, IN
Smith, Josie C.
Soper, Thomas W.
Stephan, M/M D.G.
Stoll, Don H.
Taylor, Clarence R.
Thomas, M/M Ronald E.
Thurston, Danny & Janet
Tower Hill CC, IL
Tucker, Marjorie
Vijil, Christine
Walden, M/M W.J.
Walworth, Merlin
Webster, James & Rita
Witt, Frances
Young, Patricia Kay
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Cambodia
CRAM Worldwide: A new work in Cambodia --   

a leper colony

CRAM Worldwide, partnering with other NGO’s, 
will construct 10 homes for families suffering from 
leprosy. In addition, we will be constructing a medi-
cal clinic, a school and a church for this population. 
All of this will take place on 30 acres of land now 
owned by CRAM Worldwide. We will also have a farming area to feed and 
teach those residents of the village. In the near future we will seek help with 
construction, medications and an ESL teacher.



For more than 65 years,
Mission Services Association

has had effective communication
at the heart of its mission.

the missions network
serves

        • missionaries

              • ministries

                   •individuals and

                        • congregations

committed to world evangelism

www.themissionsnetwork.com

For much of our history, printing has been a staple of the communication
process. Over the recent past, communication via electronic media has 
increased dramatically. Its efficiencies make it a dominant communication 
choice. In response to current communication trends, we introduced 
the missions network, an innovative communication network accessible 
by computer, podcast and now an App for IOS and Android.

What is undeniable is the potential the missions network has serving the 
needs of missionaries, ministries, individuals, and congregations. We invite 
missionaries and ministry leaders to discover how the missions network 
might build upon your existing communication strategy. We invite 
congregational leaders, ministry team leaders, and all who are committed 
to world evangelism to use the missions network to deepen your 
understanding of and passion for global ministry.
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