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editorial

We Have a HIGHER Calling
Reggie 
Hundley

Editor, 
HORIZONS
     and
Executive Director,
Mission Services
Associaiton

It would seem apparent that the term social justice has 
become something of a lightning rod, in the church as well as 
in the world of politics.  In his 1987 book Evangelicalism: 
the Coming Generation, University of Virginia sociologist 
James Davison Hunter predicted that a social agenda would 
slowly supplant the more traditional spiritual concerns 
among evangelicals.  The term social justice is certainly not 
new, being coined in 1840 by Jesuit Luigi Taparelli.  However, 
it has certainly become quite the rage for discussion in 2011.  
We, the church of our Lord Jesus, do not need to be drawn 
into this trap of argument.  We should embrace neither side, 
for we have a much higher calling than social justice.

From the earliest days of the church, God’s redeemed 
were aware of, and touched by, the needs of others.  Imme-
diately after the recounting of the events of Pentecost, Luke 
wrote these words, “And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common. And they were selling their posses-
sions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 
favor with all the people.” (ESV)  It is clear that the earliest 
believers ACTED when others had need.  They did not wish 
them well, tell them to hope for better days or tell them that 
the government should increase taxes in order to meet their 
necessities.  

We, as the church of Jesus, have received a higher calling 
than social justice.  We are called to act!  It is worthy of notice 
that that though the believers “had all things in common,” 
they did not suddenly teach communal living or abandon the 
personal ownership of property.  No, the scripture is clear 
that the earliest Christians were willing to sell their own 
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Horizonspossessions in order to meet the needs 
of their fellow believers.  Some situa-
tions call for deeper thought and action 
than taking up a special collection.  We 
have the higher calling to be willing to 
part with something of value, because 
another believer is living in need!

God did not issue an edict demand-
ing redistribution of wealth and posses-
sions when the church began. Instead, 
God altered the thinking and purpose of 
the believers (Romans 12:1-2 in action).  
God wants us to no longer see stuff as 
simply to be accumulated.  When we 
allow God to transform our world view, 
all stuff becomes His stuff...created for a 
grander purpose than simply to provide 
pleasure and security.  

In comparison to social justice, 
we have received the higher calling of 
generosity.  A calling where we willingly 
and gladly sell or give possessions away 
so others do not linger with true needs 
that are unfulfilled.  Oh yes, the church 
should be aware of the needs of society.  
We must act to meet those needs in any 
way that brings glory to the God who 
loved us.  When our view of the world 
has been transformed to the view of 
God, it will happen without slogans or 
catch phrases.  You think about that!
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The Work of a Forwarding Agent
-- Past, Present, and Future

“Much has changed in the world of missions in the last 30 or 40 years; 
but one thing that is still very important is the role of the Forwarding 
Agent.  One might think that because of improved travel, computers, the 
Internet, on-line banking, Skype and other new technological advances 
that the need for Forwarding Agents has decreased.  But even with all 
these advances and the growth of new large mission organizations who 
handle some of the administrative responsibilities in the home office, 
the need for Forwarding Agents still remains imperative.”



2011
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coming events

OCTOBER 6-9
 National Christian Convention of the Deaf
  Council Bluffs, Iowa
  Theme: “different”
  President: Chad Entinger
  Contact information:  Deaf Institute
   3515 Warsaw Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45205
   www.nccdeaf.org

OCTOBER 28-30 
 Eastern Christian Conference
  Hershey Convention Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
  Theme: “Changed Lives”
  President: David Johnson, Colonial Point Christian Church
  Contact information:  Eastern Christian Conference
   410-836-6102
   info@easterncc.com / www.easterncc.com

NOVEMBER 17-20
 National Missionary Convention
  Atlanta, Georgia
  Theme: “commissioned: making disciples of ALL nations”
  President: Wing Wong
  Contact information:  David Empson
   317-539-4231 / david@nmc-windows.org

JULY 25-29
 Global Gathering of the World Convention
  Goiania, Brazil
  “Sharing the Love that Unites” . . . Global Gathering 18
  Contact information:  Gary Holloway
   615-298-1824 / www.worldconvention.org

2012
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Highlights of a Forwarding Agent 

Much has changed in the world of missions in the last 30 or 40 years 
but one thing that is still very important is the role of the Forward-

ing Agent.   One might think that because of improved travel, comput-
ers, the Internet, on-line Banking, Skype and other new technological 
advances that the need for Forwarding Agents has decreased.   But even 
with all these advances and the growth of new large mission organiza-
tions who handle some of the administrative responsibilities in the 
home office the need for Forwarding Agents still remains imperative.   

Because of the continuing need for Forwarding Agents and the lack of 
available training for existing and new Forwarding Agents, Dr. Jerry Mat-
tingly, the Director of the Eubanks Institute of Missions at Johnson Uni-
versity (formerly Johnson Bible College), put together a very thorough 
training seminar to meet this need.  Topics covered the full range of FA 
responsibilities with a great mixture of the task oriented technical details 
and the more relational personal interaction. Approximately 40 people 
participated in the event at Johnson University on May 23-24, 2011.

Ziden Nutt, veteran missionary in Africa and the founding director 
of Good News Productions International, started the seminar with an 
excellent historical background of Restoration Movement missions and 
the rise of individual direct support missions, which created the need 
for each missionary to have a forwarding agent.  He then talked about 
the importance of choosing the right person and shared his personal 
experience of having a family member serve in this capacity.  He men-
tioned that while new missionaries are often advised not to choose 

The Work of the Forwarding 

by Brent Brewer, Associate Professor,
Intercultural Studies Program Coordinator

Brent
Brewer



family members to serve as their FA, he had a great 
experience with his mother serving in this capacity.  He 
also gave each participant a booklet titled: “The Forward-
ing Agent: the Unsung Hero” which had a nice overview 
of the work of the FA. It also included an excellent Bibli-
cal Theology of Missions entitled “Living to the Praise of 
God’s Glory.” 

The next two sessions looked at the details of us-
ing technology and keeping track of the finances.  Robin 
Quesinberry, Director of IT at Johnson and FA for mis-
sionaries in Australia, shared many helpful tips about 
using the latest technology to communicate with the 
missionary via Skype and Instant Messaging, which de-
pends on the bandwidth and speed of the Internet in their country.  He 
also shared about using a donor database to keep track of supporters 
and the use of spreadsheets and on-line banking for financial records.  
He closed by giving suggestions about the use of passwords and the 
value of using encryption software.  This software will cost about $100 
per license but is great for security.

Julie Cheatum, the Financial Director for Team Expansion, con-
firmed that missionaries who go with large organizations still need 
forwarding agents.  She helps train FA’s for the more than 200 Team 
Expansion missionaries and offered many valuable insights and passed 
out a guidebook they use.  She stressed that there must be a clear un-
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Agent -- Past, Present, and Future
Seminar hosted by Johnson University

Robin

Ziden



derstanding about the specific expectations in the areas 
of financial statements, bill payment, communication 
with churches, help on newsletters, etc.

Dean Davis, who spent over 20 years in Zambia and 
his Forwarding Agent Kay Allen finished out the first day 
talking about the importance of the relationship between 
the missionary and the FA.  You must share the same 
vision, goals and purpose and have similar views on 
spending and saving money.  They said the bottom line is 
that you must have a strong respect, loyalty and trust for 
each other.

The second day started with two presentations on 
the necessity of missionaries communicating with their 
supporters.   Reggie Hundley from Mission Services 
explained a variety of methods of communication and 
discussed the cost effectiveness of each.  Though Inter-
net blogs, Facebook, and email are considerably cheap-
er, there are times when a good old fashioned letter 
or newsletters are still the best way to communicate.    
Matt Hixson, Johnson Professor and former missionary in Asia, shared 
about the sensitive nature of communication for “workers” serving 
in closed countries.  He suggested a variety of email providers with 
encryption capability and other security methods for communicating 
with missionaries.  Many closed countries have very good surveil-
lance abilities in tracking phone and internet communications and 
are very aware of blogs and social media sites as well, so great caution 
must be taken to protect the missionaries and the national believ-
ers.  An important but very basic caution: if you can find information 
about a missionary in a closed country by Googling their name then 
they are not being security conscious enough.

And then I had the unenviable task of leading the last session after 
every topic imaginable had been covered by the very qualified group 
of presenters.  After highlighting a few of the main points from the 

Reggie

Julie
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previous topics, I focused on “Thank You (the FA) for 
Representing Me Back Home.”   In the main areas of 
financial reporting, paying bills and communicating 
with Churches, the FA must be organized and profes-
sional, otherwise the missionary’s reputation, support 
and even credit score can be damaged.  The missionary 
must work to make the job of the FA easier because 
legally and ethically the FA does share responsibility for the financial 
reports which must be completed.   However the FA must be careful 
not to overstep their responsibility in trying to make financial deci-
sions for the missionary, but the missionary should seek their input 
and advice in making important decisions.

Though the missionary can do much more today in the area of 
banking and communicating with churches because of the techno-
logical advances, the role of the FA still remains essential.  If a mis-
sionary were to handle most of the financial reporting, banking and 
communication with supporters from the field, they would use a 
significant amount of time that could be devoted to the local minis-
try they went to accomplish.  As the FA takes on these responsibili-
ties the missionary is freed up and they work as a team partnering 
together to fulfill the Great Commission.

Brent

Gifts
in Memory of:

Cheryl Beckett
Given by:

Frank & Alice Baker
Knoxville, TN

Check it out!  Learn what it is and how
it can benefit you and your ministry.
http://themissionsnetwork.com
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service

Swapping Hymnals
for Hammers 

by Ron Bull, Associate Minister,
West Towne Christian Church

Knoxville, Tennessee

I don’t do a lot of wheeling and dealing.  It’s 
not because I don’t think it is a good idea 

but because I’m just bad at it.  I normally end up feeling like I got 
the raw end of the deal.  This past Sunday, that was not the case.  
Let me explain.

On Sunday morning, August 21, West Towne Christian Church in 
Knoxville, TN, put down our hymnals and picked up hammers to 
make music to the Lord.  We started the morning out with a time of 
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singing, prayer, and instructions, and then divided into three equal 
groups.

One group started in our worship center hearing from Sam Guil-
liam with Northwest Haiti Christian Missions (NWHCM) about the 
need and ministry in Haiti.  We also heard from representatives 
from another church in town who solely support an orphanage in 
Haiti and encourage their members to adopt Haitian children.  All 
the presentations were very eye opening for all ages.

Another group went through self-guided, hands-on activities about 
Haiti.  The activities included making and tasting Haitian food, car-
rying water in five gallon buckets, speaking basic phrases in Cre-
ole, comparing Haitian money and salaries with the U.S., playing a 
Haitian game, making a prayer bracelet to help remind us to pray 
for Haiti, and hearing Haitian music.

The final group started in the parking lot building walls for the 
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first of three 
church buildings 
that are being 
shipped to Haiti.  
Crossroads Mis-
sions worked 
with NWHCM 
to design the 
church build-
ings, create the 
material list, and 
coordinate the wall building and shipping.  Dave Lockwood, Chuck 
McCoy, and Jim White were on hand with Crossroads to provide 
tools, oversight, and plenty of laughs.

All three groups rotated through the three areas until everyone 
had experienced all three.  It was great to see young and old alike 
measuring, hammering, and loading walls for the three church 
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buildings, as well as learning about and experiencing a little of life 
in Haiti.

We ended the morning by coming back together for some more 
worship, communion, and a devotion followed by a BBQ lunch.  
When it was all over, the walls for all three church buildings were 
loaded in a shipping container and headed to Savannah, GA, to be 
shipped to Haiti.

Do you know what else happened when the day was over?  I knew 
we had made a great swap.  It was a win-win deal for everyone.  
Awareness of the needs in Haiti increased, walls were built, memo-
ries were created, and God was glorified.

I highly recommend Crossroads Missions and Northwest Haiti 
Christian Missions to your church.  Both organizations are great 
to partner with whether you are looking for a mission trip or an 
activity you can do in your own backyard.
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focus on

Prayer Needs & Praises

Asia
• LaVerne Morse (SE Asia) asks us to pray 

for Miao Bible Institute in Moloshidi 
Valley, India.  This school is surrounded 
by 113 different tribal groups -- many 
unreached with the gospel.  It is hoped 
the school can train many of these tribal 
members to serve as evangelists.

• Beverley Kalnin (Thailand) requests 
prayer for new believers in the coun-
tries of Laos and Myanmar, reached by 
Frontier Labourers for Christ.

Pioneer Bible
Translators
• Shannon Haynie (Ukraine) 
 -- gives praise for a safe re-
  turn to the mission field.  
 -- requests prayer as she  

 focuses this term on  
 completing a transla-

  tion project on 4 addi-
  tional books of the in the  

 Crimean Tatar language.
 -- requests prayer for her 
  upcoming marriage in  

 2012.

• Mark & Tina Gebhard 
(Guinea) request prayer 
for the following;

 -- Pray for their ministry  
 partner, Beth Ramos,  
 who plans to arrive this  
 Fall to focus on literacy  
 efforts with the Lele  
 people.

 -- Pray for Tina as she ad-
  dresses medical issues
  related to continued  

 brain trauma from her  
 2001 vehicle accident.   
 This may delay their  
 return to Guinea until  
 November.

Africa
• Steve Zimmerman reports economic 

struggles in South Africa with gasoline 
over $6.00 per gallon and the exchange 
rate of currency has dropped 17% in 3 
months.  Pray for all missionaries deal-
ing with similar circumstances.

• Chiredzi Christian Children’s Home/Vil-
lage gives praise for the recent opening 
of their half-way house that will ac-
commodate the needs of older children 
(18+) as they transition to adult lives.

• JoAnn Martin (Zimbabwe) requests 
prayer as their mission seeks to expand 
the Community Orphan Care Program in 
September.  This will assist hundreds of 
children with food and education.



Team Expansion
• Please join John & Amy Ralls (Taiwan) 

in praying that God would provide 
divine appointments that will result 
in relationship building.

• Please join Allen & Cherry Messimer 
(Taiwan) in praying for Helena, their 
former real estate agent, and her 
family.  Pray that hearts will be led to 
Him.

• Please join Cory & Mandy Popp (In-
ternational Services) in praying for 
wisdom, clarity, and guidance as to 
where God is leading them.

• Ask God to fulfill Team Expansion’s 
vision of the establishment of 80 
church planting movements around 
the world by 2015.

• Pray for a good transition into life in a 
sensitive field for PC and his family.  

• Pray for the women with whom Dave 
Damron (Regional Mobilizer) meets 
via webinars each month for encour-
agement, training, reporting and ac-
countability in their roles as volunteer 
mobilizers.

• Please pray for Eric Derry in his role 
as Vice President of Mobilization.  Ask 
God to help his wife, Michelle, with 
her studies and plans to teach school.  
Pray also for their 3 sons Elijah, Joe, 
and Jon.

Ukraine
• Ray Trantham (Ukraine) re-

quests prayer for the follow-
ing:

 -- Pray for Odessa Theologi-
   cal Seminary, which has   

  been training Ukrainians
   for church leadership   

  since 1989.
 -- Pray that church leaders 
   will remain true to NT
   teachings and continue to 
   grow strong.
 -- Pray for the Trantham 
   family as they strive to 
   serve in a difficult field -- 
   physically,  economically,   

  and emotionally challeng
   ing.

Around the World
• Bob Sheffler (Grassroots 

Leadership Development) 
requests prayer for the suc-
cessful advancement of the 
TEE program in the Philip-
pines, Ethiopia, India, and 
Hong Kong.

• Pray for Kathy Girton & fam-
ily (Dominican Republic) 
upon the recent death of her 
husband, Mike.

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
AUGUST 2011 / 15



B
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

m
ov

e,
 p

le
as

e 
se

nd
 th

e 
m

ai
lin

g 
la

be
l w

ith
 a

 c
op

y 
of

 y
ou

r 
ne

w
 a

dd
re

ss
 to

M
IS

S
IO

N
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N
, 2

00
4 

E
. M

ag
no

lia
 A

ve
nu

e,
 K

no
xv

ill
e,

 T
N

 3
79

17
.

N
on

 P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

 P
ai

d
K

no
xv

ill
e,

 T
N

P
er

m
it 

#3
74

M
is

si
on

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n
20

04
 E

. M
ag

no
lia

 A
ve

nu
e

K
no

xv
ill

e,
 T

N
 3

79
17

R
et

ur
n 

S
er

vi
ce

 R
eq

ue
st

ed

A
dd

re
ss

20
04

 E
. M

ag
no

lia
 A

ve
.

K
no

xv
ill

e,
 T

N
 3

79
17

P
ho

ne
 N

um
be

rs
1-

80
0-

65
5-

85
24

 (U
S

A
)

86
5-

52
5-

70
10

 (O
ut

si
de

 U
S

A
)

E
-M

ai
l A

dd
re

ss
m

sa
@

m
is

si
on

se
rv

ic
es

.o
rg

W
eb

 A
dd

re
ss

:
w

w
w

.m
is

si
on

se
rv

ic
es

.o
rg

M
issi

on
Se

rvi
ces

ye
ar

s o
f m

ini
str

y
19

46
-2

0
11

65


