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Melinda's Musings
In truth, at the rate the
consciousness and the ambitions
of the world are increasing, it will
explode unless it learns to love.
The future of the thinking earth is
organically bound up with the
turning of the forces of hate into
forms of charity. – Pierre Teilhard
De Chardin, Jesuit priest and
paleontologist
When Teilhard speaks of “charity”, I’m quite
certain he is not just recommending adding a
program of hand-outs to our already long
spiritual to-do list. Charity or “caritas” in the
Latin, well-known to Jesuit priests, is much
deeper than that. To live a life of “caritas et
amor”, of charity and love as the ancient chant
encourages, is to move your entire being
towards the heart of God: unconditional love in
action on behalf of the whole creation. In
short, we are called to love as God loves.
Colleen and I celebrated our legal marriage on
Sept. 24th. It still takes my breath away that we
were able to finally legally marry. I never
thought it would happen in my lifetime. How
did this impossible change happen? Here’s my
analysis: just over 10 years ago, Lieutenant
Governor and former Mayor of San Francisco,
Gavin Newsom just decided to offer marriage
licenses to same-gender couples. Every major
Democratic politician told him it was a bad
idea. And yet, then Mayor Newsom, sensed
the opportunity to shift the conversation from
theory to action. We now know that this crazy
act was completely rooted in Newsom's love
for his lgbt friends and colleagues. He wasn't

being cagey, strategic, or brilliant,
he just didn't want to see this
particular form of inequality one
more day. We now know that his
decision sparked a world-wide
wave of acceptance that has led to
marriage equality in many states
and nations.
What crazy act of love would turn
the conversation about climate
change from theory to action? What zany
loving outreach could stem the incidence of
violence in Richmond? What kind of wild love
will we be able to manifest together?

Festive Installation for Pastor Melinda
On Sunday, October 26th, we will have lunch
BEFORE service at 1:30 p.m. and then
welcome friends from the wider church and
community for a service of installation at 3:00
p.m. The amazing Ron Buford, creator of the
wildly-successful UCC identity campaign “God
is Still Speaking,” will be our preacher and we
will have a reunion of singers from a girl “doowop” group Melinda directed in seminary called
the “Bonhoofers”. Invite friends and prepare to
be amazed!
Save the Date: All Church Retreat
Save the date for an all-church retreat on
Saturday November 8th at a location to be
announced. This will be an opportunity for all
of us to dream and plan for the future of Mira
Vista church. All members and friends are
invited to join us!

Water, Water Everywhere?
Plan to stay after service on Sunday, October
12th for a chance to talk about water issues in
California. We are still in the midst of the worst
drought in recorded history and the Social
Action Team is working to develop a program
for this date that will give us more background
information on this important issue. We will
also discuss the upcoming ballot initiative Prop
1 which is a $7.5 billion bond issue to address
water issues in California.

Mindfulness Circle
The Mindfulness Circle is meeting again (on
third Tuesdays) and our next gathering will be
on Tuesday, October 21st at 7:30 p.m. at
Patsy Stubb’s home. We have decided to read
Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers
by Thich Nhat Hanh. During these meetings,
we both practice meditation and share our
spiritual journeys in an intimate and loving
atmosphere. All are welcome! Speak with
Pastor Melinda for more details.

learning differences and adults suffering from
low literacy levels. A father who wanted to help
his son with his reading deficiencies, Rob
discovered the way to that goal was through
volunteering at the Literacy Center of Chicago.
There, he learned firsthand how ridiculous the
common misconceptions are about learning
disabilities and adult illiteracy. The assortment
of students he taught were ambitious people
who were eloquent, driven, clever, and so
funny they made him laugh out loud. Here, Rob
shares his students’ pain and humiliations,
frustrations and hopes. Hot Dogs and
Hamburgers demonstrates that literacy issues
reside in all neighborhoods and that its victims
are committed to finding dignity and life’s
possibilities through learning to read. Rob’s
teaching experiences are so motivating and
rewarding that once you’ve read his story,
you’re likely to begin your own journey as a
literacy tutor.
The Social Action Team has ordered 10 copies
for Mira Vistans to use and then pass on (pick
them up after worship) or you can download
the book for your e-reader on your own. Let’s
read!

Harmony Walk to Benefit G.R.I.P.
Mira Vistans will again be walking to benefit the
Greater Richmond Interfaith Program’s Souper
Center on Saturday, October 25th. Sponsor
our walkers and/or come and walk with us!
Look for sign-up sheets in the social hall or
speak with Sylvia Sugg.
Let’s Read: Hot Dogs and Hamburgers
This fall the United Church of Christ has invited
us to participate in their inaugural church-wide
"One Read" to provide us with a common
ground for understanding the literacy crisis in
the U.S. “Our hope is that, through reading and
discussion, we will come together, stimulate
conversations, and facilitate learning within and
beyond our congregations.
In Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, author Rob
Shindler tells how he offered his time,
unflagging energy, and unconventional
teaching techniques to help a boy with serious

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
11th –Joann Pavlinec
11th – Michael Wisely
13th – Bonnie Hariton
17th Diane Young
17th Latifah Abdullah
25th Edney (Amy's daughter)

22

nd

Anniversaries
– Barbara Cook & Susan Meeter

Best wishes with love from Mira Vista!

More from our Seminarians
Here is a letter from Terry (Bea) Morris.
Please let me know if you are interested in her
offer.
-Sylvia Sugg
Neighbors in Need Special
Mission Offering,
Sunday, October 5, 2014

Social Action Team
The Social Action Team met on Sunday
9/21/14 after church services and began
looking at ways in which we, as a
congregation, can participate in the community.
After New Orleans, several of our members
were interested in helping the communities
locally and we were involved with some of the
projects by Rebuilding Together. Rebuilding
Together (Rebuilding Together East Bay North
or RTEBN) was formerly known as Christmas
in April. The work they do is to “provide a safe
and healthy home for every person by bringing
volunteers and communities together to
improve the homes and lives of low income
homeowners.” They have asked that we get
ready and save April 25, 2015 for National
Rebuilding Together. They will need many
volunteers. A variety of skills are needed so
don’t think you can’t be of help. We will be
talking to you more about this and would love
to hear if you are interested. The following
people are on the team: Pastor Melinda,
Colleen, Sylvia, Amy and Patsy Stubbs, (and
we’d love to have you, too). If you have
questions or need additional information,
please let us know.
-Patsy Stubbs

we share common reasons for gratefulness
and graciousness, and we are not better than
another. That spirit is necessary in a choir, so
that we support the whole and the individual. It
has been so sweet to hear the choir affirm a
soloist or a vocal section as they work on a
song. It just fills the heart and makes one want
to come again and again and again!
The choir is also assisting me with planning
and organization by letting me know their
favorite songs and their recognition of music in
the files. I would love to know your favorite
music pieces, and if there is music that we
haven’t sung, that you have been longing for.
The choir returned for practice a few weeks
ago, and we were delighted to be back as a
group. We’ve returned with a mission and
pending engagements: Melinda’s installation,
holiday preparation (including visiting a jail),
and possibly the “Blessing of the Animals.”
We are beginning with some music that is
familiar to the choir, and a couple of pieces that
are new. Using some pieces, typically
connected to Lent, I am adjusting the rhythm
and tone to make the song new and different.
Listen for the tenor voices in one song (I
Almost Let Go); the stretch of every section
(My Life, My Love, My All) and the change in
feeling and rhythm (Travelling the Road to
Freedom).
These particular songs prepare us for the
coming Advent season. Advent prepares us
for the Christmas season, so we can almost
say that we are now in a pre-Advent moment in
time. The songs I Almost Let Go and
Travelling the Road to Freedom when
considered together (and we will sing them
together), tell the story of resilience, hope and
faith. Look for them, listen for them and hold
your own stories of courageous journeying
when you listen to the choir sing.
I am continually blessed by the spirit of
togetherness which exists among the choir. If
you’ve heard that expression - the ‘pawn and
the king go back into the same box’ – it
reminds me that we are really not that different
from each other. We share a common need,

Blessings,
Cindy

Bay Association Ecclesiastical
Council
The Bay Association of the UCC will
meet on Saturday, October 4th at First
Congregational UCC, Alameda. Bagels
at 8:30 a.m. and an ecclesiastical council
for Michael Debra Haven will begin at
9:00 a.m. All Mira Vistans are members
of the Bay Association and entitled to
vote at meetings.
This meeting will determine the fitness of
Michael for ordination in the United
Church of Christ.
For more information or if you would like
to read Michael's ordination paper,
speak with Pastor Melinda.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

5

6

Holy Communion
12 Noon Worship

Yoga, 5:30-6:45pm

7
Mira Vista prepares lunch,
GRIP Souper Center, 10am

12

13

14

12 Noon Worship

Yoga, 5:30-6:45pm

Social Action Team, after
church

Indigenous
Peoples’ day

19

20

21

12 Noon Worship

Yoga, 5:30-6:45pm

Mindfulness Circle, 7:30 pm

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

Pre-council
meeting @
Namaste, 12 noon

Amazing Graces
rehearsal, 7pm

15

16

17

18

24

25

Neighbors in Need Offering
World Communion Sunday
Amazing Graces
rehearsal, 7pm

22

23
Amazing Graces
rehearsal, 7pm

Council meeting @ El
Cerrito Royale, 6:45 pm

26

27

Melinda’s installation, 3 pm;
1:30 lunch served

Yoga, 5:30-6:45pm

28

29

30
Amazing Graces
rehearsal, 7pm

United Nations
Day

31

GRIP Harmony
Walk, 7:30-11:30 am
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