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1. It is my distinct pleasure to be with you today and provide an Evangelical response to today’s
question. I face a dilemma in answering this question, though. After all, what is an
Evangelical? The central tenets of Evangelicalism are:
[ONSCREEN TIMED TO SPOKEN]

Jesus Christ is God, the Bible is centrally important, spiritual awakening is necessary, and
Christian mission is a global pursuit.
That said, I struggle to tell you WHO is an Evangelical.
Is an Evangelical Rob Bell…
[ONSCREEN]

…whose teaching reframed Evangelical assumptions about the afterlife in generous terms?
Or is an Evangelical John Piper…
[ONSCREEN]
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…who teaches that God pre-ordains the eternal suffering of billions of people in a literal hell?
Is an Evangelical politician Michelle Bachmann…
[ONSCREEN]

…who makes sweeping public attacks against such world religions as Islam and is opposed
to the rights of gay people? Or is an Evangelical Rachel Held Evans…
[ONSCREEN]

…who is a famous blogger most known for challenging misogyny within Christian religion
and who works alongside Justin Lee…
[ONSCREEN]

…the founder of the Gay Christian Network, who is a tireless advocate on behalf of those
who consider themselves LGBT? I can go on. Are Evangelicals televangelists such as
Robert Tilton…
[ONSCREEN]
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…known for bilking millions of dollars from vulnerable people? Or are they modern day
monastics such as Shane Claiborne…
[ONSCREEN]

…who began a movement of Christians into impoverished urban centers to live alongside
and serve under-resourced people?
2. It seems ridiculous to lump all of these personalities into a single religious category. Yet, that
is exactly what has happened in 21st Century America. Perhaps this is the burden of large
framework religious traditions that evolve uncontrollably in an entrepreneurial and free
society. Or perhaps it is because Evangelicalism, like the Palm Pilot,…
[ONSCREEN]

…invented an entirely new recognizable brand with a broad spiritual appeal.
One thing is clear: Evangelicalism is going through incredible transition, and segments of this
movement will die the way Palm Pilot did, a victim of its own limited operating system.
However, other segments of Evangelicalism are acquiring new operating systems…
[ONSCREEN]

…and are growing in completely new directions, including those catalyzed by today’s topic:
the life-giving work of social justice.
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3. The emphasis on social justice is a new trend, and Modern Evangelicalism, by and large, is
still more defined by its ideological moralisms than by its commitment to Jesus’ teachings,
not the least of which are his greatest commands to love God and to love your neighbor as
yourself. If social justice is to become a core value of Evangelicalism, it will require a new
imagination that shifts majority thinking not only from institutional retrenchment to human
flourishing but also from coercive proselytizing to holistic Christian witness.
These are the two major blind spots of Evangelicalism that limit its ability to participate with
others in bending the moral arc of the universe toward justice: institutional retrenchment and
coercive proselytizing.
4. When I hear the words “Blind Spot,” my mind immediately returns to the first time I heard my
mother scream it at the top of her lungs, “Daaaan, there’s a car in your blind spot!”
OK.
•

I was a totally inexperienced teenager driving a 15-passenger van.
[ONSCREEN]

•

I was driving 65 miles per hour on what locals called “The dangerous ‘S’ curve.”
[ONSCREEN]

•

I had a habit of steering in whatever direction my head turned. And, in addition to the
fact that I hadn’t taken a driver’s education class, my last name is one “I” short of
“collision”
[ONSCREEN]
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Prompted by my mother’s scream, I returned to my lane with adrenaline coursing through my
veins. My racing heart was not in any way quieted by the other driver’s hand gesture as he
passed me. Perhaps that driver didn’t realize that I didn’t even know that a blind spot existed.
My ignorance didn’t change the fact that it was my fault for almost causing an accident, but it
does show that blind spots can be as much about lack of education and experience as they
are about the cause of accidents.
5. The same is true for Evangelicalism and social justice. The Christ follower’s call to social
justice is abundantly clear. As recorded in the New Testament Gospel of Luke, Jesus said
his mission is our mission; and his mission demands concern for the poor, focuses on setting
the oppressed free, and comes with the clear message that God loves every single person
on the face of this planet.1
•

Evangelicalism’s institutional blind spot is prioritizing boundaries over compassion,
mercy and justice. Institutionalism says, “Our primary concern is making sure we are
right.”
[ONSCREEN]

•

Human flourishing emphasizes generosity and says with Jesus, “Our primary concern
is making sure we are standing in the right place alongside those who suffer.”
[ONSCREEN]

•

Evangelicalism’s proselytizing blind spot says, “Our primary concern is pressuring
people to convert to Christian religion regardless of the cost to relationships.”
[ONSCREEN]

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1

See Luke Chapter 4.
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•

Holistic Christian witness says, “Our primary concern is loving others as Jesus loved
others: free from coercion and in authentic friendships. God’s love with no strings
attached.”
[ONSCREEN]

6. What would a new Evangelical operating system, which emphasizes human flourishing and
holistic Christian witness bending the arc of justice, look like in the coming years?
•

It would have a vast database of knowledge and celebration of the American Civil Rights
movement so that Evangelicalism would be transformed from a dominantly Caucasian
demographic…
[ONSCREEN]

…which has been resistant to racial justice……to a more thoughtful mosaic of people
concerned about healing racial histories and forging a new multi-racial future together.
[ONSCREEN]

•

It would have hundreds of cross-platform applications that directly engage such matters
as economic and educational disparities, human dignity and empowerment in
employment opportunities, human rights for everyone, environmental stewardship, and it
would address such issues as mass incarceration and immigration--all to the degree that
we would partner with people and institutions of diverse backgrounds and sharply
improve the common good together.

•

And, because the Bible is centrally important to our tradition--It would interpret its
Scriptures with a Jesus-centric set of lenses so that Evangelicalism’s theology of “other”
would become more generous alongside the many religions and philosophies of the
world.
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The confusion as to who is and who is not Evangelical confounds me some days. Yet, I find
myself in this religious spectrum, perhaps at its edge, because of what I believe about Jesus
Christ. There are others with me and we are leaning into to these new points of emphasis
flowing from a new operating system. In it all we are telling the world that Evangelicalism is to be
much less concerned about who is and who is not “Evangelical,” and much more concerned
about Christ followers’ promoting friendship, human flourishing, and embodying the teachings
and ethics of Jesus.
Thank you.
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