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FROM THE PASTOR:
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. . . .
Jesus was not an elitist leader sitting on a throne, distant and disconnected. Nor was he a dictator, interested only in wielding supreme power
over people. Rather, Jesus spent a lifetime empowering people, living
among them, leading by example, preparing the soil and sowing seeds.
Jesus did not intend for his work to be finished in his lifetime; it was only
just beginning.
In the last years of his life, Jesus gathered a group of followers and
taught them through words and actions - equipping them, empowering
them, and finally sending them to carry on his work upon his death. As Jesus empowered the Apostles to carry out his work, so too, does he empower us. We are all God’s
seeds, his disciples, containing within the promise and the power to carry out God’s
work in the world. Jesus’ work is not finished; it continues on through us and in us.
We are each the embodiment of God’s love on earth, called humbly to carry on Jesus’
mission of bringing the good news of God’s love to the world. Through our senses, as
the living eyes, hands and feet of God, may we witness the wonder and brokenness of
God’s creation, recognize our ability to make a difference, and following Jesus’ example, respond with ourselves.
Yours are the hands with which he is to bless now.
Hands: Stretch out our hand to heal and perform miraculous signs
and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus. (Acts 4:30
NIV)
Hands - a complex framework of bones, muscles and tendons that comprise one of the most powerful and expressive parts of the human body.
Hands are functional, practical and useful. They animate us and distinguish us. Hands can be gentle, they can be strong, they can provide support, they can hold. And while hands are powerful in their usefulness to
us, their true strength may lie in our ability to use them in the practice of
our faith.
Jesus’ hands were Godly hands, yet they were human hands, no different than our own.
In his book, Yours Are The Hands of Christ, author James C. Howell eloquently examines what Jesus did with his hands: how he prayed and taught, whom he touched, how
he healed, fed and served. He challenges us to see ours as the living hands of Christ,
and encourages us to act as the hands of Christ in the world today.
CONT TO PAGE 2:
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PASTOR’S APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
Sunday, October 28th (following the a.m. service)
Please bring two (2) covered dishes (meat dishes will be needed)
and your choice of soft drinks.
A gift/card table will be provided.
CONT. FROM PAGE 1:
Our hands, too, are Godly hands. Through our hands, as the living hands of God on earth, we can choose to heal
and perform miraculous signs and wonders every day. Opportunities abound, we simply have to open our eyes to
their presence. They may be as small as offering a comforting touch to someone in need, or as large as feeding the
homeless. Jesus’ miracles and wonders were not always showstoppers. His most powerful moments were perhaps
his most subtle: teaching, touching, serving, sending.
To hold out your hands and see them as an extension of God is at once powerful and empowering. In doing so, you
may never look at your hands the same way again.
Jesus, your hands were a fundamental element of your ministry on earth, used to demonstrate and exemplify God’s
love in action, in human form. As I seek ways to practice my faith, help me to see my own hands as an extension
of you, with the power to carry on your work in the world. Amen.

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good.
For you are the temple of the living God; as God has said, “I will dwell in them
and walk in them.” (2 Corinthians 6:16 KJVM)
“Walk a mile in his shoes” - a common phrase that takes on a powerful new meaning when you
simply capitalize the ‘h,’ Walk a mile in His shoes. What an incredible experience it would be
if we could, even for a moment, experience what it was like to be in Jesus’ presence during his
life journey. How often we say, “You really had to be there,” when words do not adequately
define the emotion of an experience. While in the Bible the New Testament actually describes
Jesus’ life and teachings - what he did, where he went, whom he met with, what he said - those
accounts do not, cannot, begin to capture the emotional experience of actually being with Jesus. What an incredible experience the Apostles must have had to walk with Jesus - how they
must have felt.
Walk a mile as His shoes - another simple twist that gives a common phrase a powerful new
meaning. Jesus spent a great deal of time teaching his disciples, opening their eyes to the depth and breadth and
power of God’s love. He led an exemplary life, demonstrating God’s love in action, in human form all the while
preparing his disciples to carry on his work, to not only talk the talk, but to walk the walk as Jesus walked, in the
name of spreading the good news of God’s love to the world.
We are all the temple of the living God: God dwells in us, and walks in us and with us and through us. What an
incredible opportunity it is for us to carry on Jesus’ work, to recognize and accept humbly God’s call to walk a mile
as His shoes.
Almighty God, what an amazing and humbling gift it is for you to ask me to walk a mile as your shoes. As I journey through life, help me seek ways to be your eyes, hands and feet in the world, to recognize the light of your love
illuminating my way, and to reflect joyfully that love to others. In praise and thanksgiving, Amen.
Pastor Cole
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SENIOR GATHERINGS FOR
OCTOBER
3
4
5
12

Charlie Gibson
Lisa West
Wilma Harmon
Cathy Hubbard

13
16
24
27

Breakfast

Nancy Forsythe
Don Chandler
Dee West
Tanner Watson

October 3rd
Frisch’s (Main St.)
9:00 a.m.

9
10

Luncheon

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Butler

October 17th

If there is an error, or if you have a birthday or anniversary this month and your name is not listed above,
please let Judy Watson know.

Cracker Barrel (Forest Park)
11:00 a.m.

A TIME OF REACHING OUT TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN
IS BEING PLANNED
On October 31st we will be meeting in the parking lot from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
to distribute treats FROM OUR TRUNKS to the children.
YOU MAY DRESS IN YOUR FAVORITE BIBLICAL CHARACTER COME JOIN IN THE FUN!!.

IT’S MY DESIRE
Chorus:

A family altar
can alter a
family!

If you could see, where Jesus
brought me from to where I am today,
And you would know the reason
why I love Him so
(Well) You can take, take this world,
it's wealth and riches
I don't need earth's fame.
It's my desire, to live for Him.
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CHRISTMAS OUTREACH FUNDRAISING AUCTION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20TH
5:00 P.M.
Cost: $5.00 per person or
2 for $8.00
We are going to be having a CHILI COOK-OFF with a prize for the best chili. Plan now to enter
your pot of chili.

ALSO
We have a SPECIAL AUCTIONEER who will be auctioning off baked goods and baskets.
NEEDED: Your favorite baked goods for the auction. Cakes, pies, candies, cookies, etc. The
more the better!!
BELOW ARE SOME OF THE PROJECTS THAT THE FUNDRAISER WILL BE
SUPPORTING:

SCHOOL/SHOES OUTREACH
We will be working with two elementary
schools this Christmas Season to provide the
neediest children in that particular school a
shoebox containing a new pair of shoes,
socks and a small toy.
Questions, see Carol Stapleton or
Lisa Stockhoff.

CHILDREN’S COATS, GLOVES, HATS AND
SCARVES.
The items do not have to be new, all that is
necessary is that they are in good condition,
neat and clean.
All items may be brought to the church
anytime.
Questions, see Carol Stapleton.

CHRISTMAS NURSING HOME
OUTREACH
The women of the church are meeting to
begin work on making fleece throws. The
throws will be distributed to those individuals in Golden Years Nursing Home who will
not have visits from their families during this
Christmas season. If you would like to be a
part of this endeavor, please see Dee West.

ABUSED WOMEN’S SHELTER
OUTREACH
We will be providing a gift bag of necessities
for the ladies who are in need of love during
their time of crisis this Christmas Season.
If you would like to contribute to this
project, please see Diana Lunsford.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Senior

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20 Christmas

Breakfast Frisch’s
9:00 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

7

8 Columbus

9

Day - holiday

Prayer
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Church office
closed

14

15

10

16

Elders Meeting
6:00 p.m.

17 Senior
Luncheon Cracker Barrel
11:00 a.m.

Fundraiser
Outreach
Auction
5:00 p.m.

Prayer
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

21

22

23

24

(Family Life
Center)

25

26

27

Prayer
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

28 Pastor’s
Appreciation
Luncheon
after a.m.
service
Devotion/
No p.m.

29

30

31 Halloween
Trunk or Treat
6:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

Regularly Scheduled Sunday Services:
9:30 a.m. — Sunday School
10:30 a.m. — Morning Worship
6:00 p.m.— Youth Meeting

