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Mill Creek Baptist History 

The Beginning -Establishment in 1782 to 1812 

A Multicultural Congregation 
 During	the	era	when	Mill	Creek	was	established,	the	

subject	of	slavery	was	one	of	the	prime	concerns	of	
Kentuckians.	Nearly	all	of	the	Kentucky	churches	
were	vigorous	in	their	opposition	to	slavery.	Mill	
Creek	belonged	to	the	Salem	Association	at	that	
time,	and	in	1795	Mill	Creek	sent	a	query	concerning	
the	issue	of	slavery:	Did	a	black	slave	have	the	right	
to	a	seat	in	the	Association?	The	answer	was	"yes,	
providing	he	be	sent	as	a	messenger	from	the	
church."	Mill	Creek	chose	to	withdraw	from	the	
Salem	Association	on	account	of	its	tolerating	
slavery	in	1796.	This	dialogue	at	the	associational	
meetings	and	the	subsequent	withdrawal	is	very	
understandable	since	the	(African-American)	slave	
"General"	Braddock	was	very	active	in	both	the	
church	and	the	community	at	the	time.	
	
After	the	Civil	War,	churches	as	a	whole	became	
segregated,	whether	as	a	matter	of	official	policy	or	
not.	In	December	of	1963,	Mill	Creek	took	action	to	
allow	"persons	of	color	to	be	accepted	on	Christian	
merit,	without	regard	to	race	or	color,"	which	was	a	
very	progressive	step	in	the	atmosphere	of	the	
1960's.	Mill	Creek	continues	to	be	a	welcoming	place	
of	worship	for	people	of	all	ethnicities	who	desire	to	
serve	the	Lord. 

 

The cornerstone of our sanctuary proudly 
proclaims that Mill Creek Baptist Church was 
established in 1797; however, later research 
reveals that the church was organized in 1782. 
The first structure used by the congregation 
constructed in the Spring of 1783 resembled the 
one illustrated above, only slightly larger. 
Secular histories published over the years 
identify, and remaining foundation stones 
confirm, the late 1700s location of the church at 
the present day Lincoln Memorial Cemetery on 
Fort Knox overlooking the flowing waters of Mill 
Creek. 

This early congregation included Bathsheba Lincoln (grandmother of the President), who is 
buried in the old church cemetery.  Her funeral was preached in 1831 by Mill Creek’s minister, 
Rev. Jacob Rogers. 

In those early years the little log church was located in two states and three counties.  With the 
ratification of the U.S. Constitution in 1791, it joined a new nation, without moving one foot 
from this location. 

From its initial foundation until approximately 1806, the church served as the area “meeting 
house" for both Baptist and Methodist residents in the area. Services were held on a monthly 
basis by circuit riding ministers of the Salt River district.  In 1806, Mill Creek called its first full 
time minister, Rev. Shadrack Brown, and had a membership of 12 members on the official 
rolls, though certainly more than that attended. By 1812, Rev. Brown had grown the 
membership rolls tenfold to 120.  Shortly after that almost half the membership was dismissed 
to establish the Otter Creek Baptist Church located in on a hill overlooking present day Camp 
Carlson at Ft Knox. Members from Mill Creek were influential in the forming of at least 11 
churches in the Northern Hardin county area including Mount Zion, New Hope and Stithton 
Baptist Church. 
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+ Civil War Era to the Early 20th Century 

Just prior to the Civil War, the church 
moved to another rural location a few 
miles to the north. A third move in 1883 
became more permanent, bringing the 
congregation to its current location. This 
decision was fortunate, because Mill 
Creek Baptist avoided the fate of being 
consumed by Fort Knox which befell so 
many of the other early churches in our 
area. The 1883 church house was a 
simple white frame construction built at a 
cost of $662, on a two acre lot donated 
by two community minded members. 
The two acres also allowed room for the 
establishment of the present cemetery. A 
replacement brick church, presently 
used as office space, was constructed in 
1937 for approximately $2000. That in 
itself was no small feat using depression 
era dollars.  The cemetery was 
expanded to include the land previously 
occupied by the white frame building. 
The 1937 brick building was the first to 
have a baptistry. Prior to its construction, 
baptisms were conducted either in Mill 
Creek, itself, or the Shelton pond in 
Radcliff. Older church members recalled 
the dedication of these pioneers who 
found it was necessary to break the ice 
on the Shelton pond in the winter, prior 
to conducting baptism services. 

BAPTISM	IN	MILL	CREEK	
September	6,	1925	
Pictured	L-R:	
Rev	J.B.	Hutcherson	(father	of	former	Radcliff	
Mayor	Joseph	Hutcherson).	
Evelyn	Stovall;	Corrine	Hall;	Mary	Tharp;	Marjorie	
Rogers;	Grave	Hutcherson;	Ruby	Atcher;	Beatrice	
Hibbs;	Eva	Irwin;	Earl	Shelton;	Myrtle	Jones;	and	
Guy	Ray.	

(This history of Mill Creek Baptist Church has 
been graciously supplied by Paul Urbahns. 
Paul and the other members of the Mill Creek 
Baptist Church History Committee published 
the 110-page "200 Years of Mill Creek History: 
The Church And Its People" in 1983; copies of 
this work may still be available at the local 
library if you are interested in learning more.) 

+ Recent Times 

As the years passed and the congregation 
grew with more frequent meetings, various 
expansions occurred. The parsonage was 
built in 1953. Additional property was 
purchased allowing the construction of an 
educational annex in 1965, the present 
sanctuary in 1970, and a large new 
fellowship hall in 2010. 
 
Growth and dedication of the congregation 
in the last few years positions Mill Creek 
Baptist Church as a vital member of the 
Radcliff – Fort Knox community, serving 
the religious needs of a varied and robust 
population. 


