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A few years ago, a friend of mine 
gave me a book called Celebration  
of Discipline by Richard Foster. And 
then, a few years later, another close 
friend gave me the same book as a 
wedding present. Have I read either 
of them all the way through yet? Of 
course not! But of the parts I’ve read, 
the ―Simplicity‖ chapter sticks in my 
mind prominently. I first read it at 
the end of an extremely busy year, 
when I found myself trying to be in-
volved in every single activity I could 
possibly fit into my calendar. If 
there was time open, I filled it.  

And at the end of that year, I could 
barely do anything because I was so 
exhausted. A quote jumped out at 
me from that book—―Simplicity is 
wanting one thing.‖ How could I ever 
do that? I’m not good at wanting 
just one thing. When there is a buf-
fet, I do my best to try at least a lit-
tle of everything (unless it involves 
mushrooms). And I often do the 
same with my experiences.  

During that period, and since then, 
it’s helped to have some friends 
along the way who have challenged 
me to spend my time and resources 
more wisely—and who have ques-
tioned whether all these things 
would fall apart without me. ―Do 
you really think you’re that impor-
tant?‖ a close friend once asked. 
Ouch. It stung a little. But it helped 
to wake me up and make me realize 
that God wasn’t calling me to be in-
volved in everything imaginable.  

That challenge also pushed me to 
see that there were places where 

God definitely does want me to be a 
part of the work, and that it is im-
portant for me to put those as high 
priorities in my life. I still look at the 
way I spend my time and resources 
and ask periodically, ―Haven't I 
learned this lesson by now?‖ But I’m 
grateful that God doesn't give up on 
me or on any of us. God keeps call-
ing us and strengthening us to live 
out God’s purposes for our lives. 

We’re talking for the next few weeks 
about the theme ―make it simple.‖ 
At worship, we’re collecting and 
sharing suggestions for how we can 
make our lives simpler so that we 
are able to be more generous with 
our finances and our time. Matthew 
6:21 reminds us, Where your treas-
ure is, there will your heart be 
also. Simplifying our lives helps us 
see more clearly what we really 
treasure. It helps us see where our 
time and our resources are really 
essential.  

What’s the one thing we want, and 
what’s the one thing that God wants 
for us? (Notice it’s not just what God 
wants from us, but what God wants 
for us.) Simplicity helps us grow in 
our faith as we start asking these 
questions and get more in tune with 
God’s hopes and purposes for our 
lives. May Christ give us wisdom and 
joy as we learn together how to 
make our lives simpler—and may we 
find even more ways to share God's 
blessings in the process! 

Pastor Dirk  

Wanting One Thing 
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Joyful Outreach  
Ministry (JOM) 

 
That busy hum you hear is the Joyful Outreach 
Ministry (JOM) working on its many outreach 
projects. 
 

Alpha Reunion 
If you have attended all or part of an Alpha 
course, or want to find out more about Alpha, 
you are invited to our first-ever Alpha Celebra-
tion and Reunion Dinner. Dinner will be served 
at 6:30pm, Thursday, December 10 in the Gath-
ering Place. A short video presentation, ―How 
Can I Make the Most of My Life?‖ featuring Al-
pha founder Rev. Nicky Gumbel will be shown. 
Teens are welcome too! Watch the church bulle-
tin for registration information. 
 

Refrigerator Notes 
JOM will be providing cards each month with 
dates of upcoming Messiah happenings for 
posting on that home bulletin board known as 
your refrigerator. Meantime, following are ac-
tivities that you and your family will not want 
to miss. All events are at Messiah unless other-
wise noted. 
 

2009 
Sunday, November 22: Ecumenical Thanksgiv-

ing Service (7pm), Transfiguration 
Church, in Wauconda) 

Friday-Sunday, December 4-6: ―Feed My Starv-
ing Children‖ (5,000 volunteers package 
meals for 1 million children at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds) 

Thursday, December 10: Alpha Reunion and 
Celebration Dinner (6:30 to 9pm) 

Saturday, December 12: Live Nativity Walk (3 
and 5pm) 

Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Ser-
vices (3pm, family service, 5pm, contem-
porary service, 11pm, traditional service) 

 

2010 

February 16: Messiah Mardi Gras  
 (details to come) 
 

Things to Watch for 
JOM is also spearheading efforts for a new 
website and logo to kick-off Messiah’s 50th an-
niversary! 
 

Help the environment! Help Messiah! Tote bags 
are available for just $5 at the Welcome Center. 
 

Julie Kendrick 
 
 

The Giving Tree 
Good Samaritan Ministry would like to give everyone at Mes-
siah the opportunity to help us make this year the most giv-
ing, Christ-filled Christmas for children and families less for-
tunate than ourselves. Let us give out of our abundance so we 
can share Jesus’ love and be His hands and feet. The dates we 
will be distributing names are: November 14, 15, 21 and 22. 
We know that some of you like to have an entire family to 
shop for, so please let us know ASAP and we can select a fam-
ily and hold it for you. All gifts will need to be returned by 
Sunday December 6. Delivery to Lake County families will be 
Saturday December 12. If you’d like to help with coordinating 
delivery or for more information, please call Lana. 

 
PADS Needs 
PADS has an urgent need for bath towels and washcloths for 
use at their Assessment Center in North Chicago. If you would 
like to donate, please make sure they are in good condition 
and place them in or on the PADS donation box located in the 
Gathering Place. Thank you. 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox and returned it. 
If you haven’t returned your filled shoebox, we can still take 
it. Please return to the Gathering Place ASAP. Questions? 
Please call Sandy, 815-385-8663. 

 
Baby Bottles 
It’s not too late to return your filled baby bottle to help Tri-
County Pregnancy and Parenting Services. Place it in the 
marked box in the Gathering Place as soon as you can. And 
thank you to everyone who participated.  

Good Samaritan Ministry 

Lana Steinecker 

“Feed My Starving Children”  
December 4-6, 2009 

 
Messiah has been invited to participate in the Lake County 
effort to feed those most in need.  The goal—5,000 volun-
teers and one million meals! 
 

We need your help! 
Pray—for the millions of starving children around the world 
and our ability to serve them. 
 

Volunteer—we need 5,000 volunteers for two-hour meal 
packing shifts. 
 

Donate—just 17 cents pays for one meal! 
 

Sign up to help on the ―Feed My Starving Children‖ kiosk in 
the Gathering Place at church. 
 

“Blessed are those who are generous, because they feed the 
poor.”  Proverbs 22:9 
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Support Groups Growing At Messiah 

 

Someone You Know Needs H.O.P.E., 
Share, or New Life! 

 

Share, an additional grief support group meeting on 
Thursday afternoons, is an outgrowth of H.O.P.E., Mes-
siah's original grief support group. 
 

Messiah's H.O.P.E. group continues to meet on Tuesday 
evenings, 7-8:30 to provide mutual support, care and 
understanding to those who have lost loved ones. 
 

The new afternoon grief support group offers 
an alternate time for those better able to attend a 
group in the daytime. Share meets every Thursday af-
ternoon from 1:30 to 3pm in the Spirituality Center. 
 

Please invite anyone who has recently lost a loved one 
to either one of these groups—or to New Life, our di-
vorced women’s support group, which meets in the 
Spirituality Center from 10:30 to noon on Sundays. 
  

Gift of the Spirit for November 
 

   ―10 Traits of a Healthy Family‖ by Dolores Curran 
 

A healthy family ... 

1. Has a shared religious core  

2. Teaches respect for all others 

3. Gathers together whenever possible  

4. Honors rituals and traditions 

5. Values service to others  

6. Admits to and seeks help with problems  

7. Encourages both individual feelings and inde-
pendent thinking 

8. Enjoys humor and play  

9. Learns to affirm, listen, and respond 

10.   Develops a pattern of reconciliation 
 

 
Pastor Dawn opened the October 
meeting with a reading from Mark 

10:13-16. Then she challenged council members to 
think about who are the most vulnerable in our 
church and the world. She extended the challenge 
asking members to also think about how we can 
help them. Candy Cooper continued the opening 
portion of the meeting with devotions and prayer. 
 

In treasurer Steve Snow’s report to council, he re-
ported that we are currently $58,000 below budget 
in revenues. The good news is that our staff and 
ministries have tightened their belts, and we are 
$29,000 below our budgeted expenses. Steve also 
reported that we recently refinanced our building 
loan with the Wauconda Community Bank. He 
thanked them for waiving loan fees of about 
$1,500.  
 

Pastor Dirk highlighted Messiah’s website redesign, 
which is progressing and should be up by Decem-
ber. He also thanked everyone who participated in 
the recent forums on human sexuality and quoted 
Ephesians 4:2-6. 
 

Pastor Dawn began her report with the ELCA Make 
It Simple campaign plans. She reminded everyone 
that when we live more simply, we become more 
generous. Messiah will celebrate the Make It Simple 
campaign on Consecration Sunday, November 15. 
New member class began on October 11 and were 
received at the 10:30 service on October 25 with a 
dinner in the evening. She also highlighted an all-
church service project. Holy Family Church in Lib-
ertyville is asking volunteers to help pack meals 
for the needy December 4-6 at the Lake County 
Fairgrounds. This will be an opportunity for our 
whole church to be involved.  
 

Council members agreed to dedicate $1,000. in the 
2010 budget to help our mission church, Parroquia 
Luterana Sagrado Corazon in Waukegan. The con-
gregation is in the process of calling a pastor. They 
need financial support from the churches in the 
Northern Conference.  
 

Dave Kimes has been working on expanding the 
gift card program at Messiah. The program, which 
began as a Kid’s Club fundraiser, will be a weekly 
ongoing opportunity for Messiah members to help 
supplement our income. The expanded program 
will be available in November. 
 

The Messiah Council meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7pm in the Martin Luther Center. 
 
 

Notes from the 
 

Messiah Spirituality Center 

Pastor Dawn Hass, 

Council Highlights 
 

Grace Jorgensen 
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Stephen Ministry 
 

Upcoming Events  

Supervision on the first and third Monday of 
every month beginning at 7pm with fellow-
ship beginning at 6:30 

Christmas Party on December 4 at 6:30 

New Stephen Ministry class begins on Janu-
ary 18, 2010 

Retreat at LOMC on March 12, 13 and 14, 
2010 

 

Possible Questions and Answers  
Regarding Stephen Ministry 

Question: How much money will the training 
cost? 

Answer: All of the material expenses will be 
paid for out of Stephen Ministry budget, 
which includes Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy 
Heart, Speaking the Truth in Love, When and 
How to use Mental Health Resources and the 
training manuals. 

Question: How much time will being a 
Stephen Minister involve? 

Answer: Training involves 50 hours of class 
training and reading homework. Training will 
be on every Monday night for about four 
months. This includes a weekend retreat 
which will be March 12, 13, and 14, 2010. 
Their will be a cost for the retreat which is 
approximately $120. Scholarships will be 
available. There will also be a Saturday re-
treat (the date has not been determined at 
this time). 

Question: Will I have to pray in the front of 
the church during communion? 

Answer: The prayer ministry is a voluntary 
part of our ministry. It is optional. 

Question: How many people will be in class 
with me? 

Answer: We need at least four to have a suc-
cessful class. Of course if there are more in 
the class it would be even better. 

Question: When will the next class begin? 

Answer: A Stephen Ministry class will begin 
on January 18, 2010, 7-9:30pm. You are in-
vited to fill out an application to join our 
class. The application can be found on the 
church’s website or on the kiosk in the Gath-
ering Place under Stephen Ministry. If you 
have questions, please call Jane Reents at 
526-6013 or  e-mail wjreents@ hotmail.com. 
 

November Adult Forum                                          
 

Sundays at 10:30 in the Martin Luther Center 
 

The purpose of the Adult Forum is to help us mature in 
our knowledge of God and to better understand God’s 
desire for us individually and as a community of faith. 
 

November 1: Financial Planning 

This Sunday we will take a brief detour from our discus-
sions of the Trinity in order to focus on the practical is-
sues of financial planning. As Christians we are expected 
to help one another and use our gifts wisely and respon-
sibly. John Messerschmidt spoke to us last spring, and we 
were highly engaged in conversation. John has agreed to 
return and provide us with more information this fall.  
 

November 8: The Holy Spirit 

In preparation for next Sunday’s visit, we will take an-
other look at the work of the Holy Spirit. We will watch 
and discuss a 25 minute-video on the Holy Spirit from the 
ELCA Mosaic television series. The video centers around 
three issues: What do we know about the Spirit? How is 
the Spirit active in our individual lives?  How is the Spirit 
actively working in our congregational communities? 
 

November 15: Christian Missions in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
 

What’s going on with our brothers and sisters in Africa?  
The Holy Spirit has been very active creating a significant 
Christian revival in many parts of the continent.  
 

Jackie Grifffin, ELCA pastor and registered nurse, has re-
cently returned from 15 months in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo. She will share her experiences in the 
Congo working on a five-year interfaith missions project 
and her hopes to pursue her passion for interfaith global 
missions.  
 

If you have a passion for missions or an interest in events 
in Africa, you don’t want to miss this. Teens are encour-
aged to attend. This promises to be an exciting forum. 
 

Upcoming forums: 

 Christian Zionism—what is it and what are its effects? 

 Peace not Walls—the ELCA initiative in promoting the 
peace efforts between the Palestinians and the Is-
raelis. What is the situation for the Arab Christians in 
this conflict? 

 Revelations and the Rapture Racket 

 Radical Forgiveness—why is it necessary? 

 Three days and three nights—how can that be? 

mailto:wjreents@hotmail.com


The Voice  November 2009  | 5 

Generosity Team 
Thank you to everyone who 
provided suggestions on how 
to live more simply. I found 
making the kids’ lunches the 
night before school makes 
the mornings run much more 
efficient. I can listen/talk to 
them during breakfast versus 
running around making 
lunches. This is a simple ex-

ample of how living more simply can give us freedom 
to be more generous with our time to those whom we 
love. Amazing how so many of these suggestions are 
just based on common sense! But until someone 
points them out, they just pass us by.  
 

Wouldn’t it be great if you could find an extra hour or 
two during the week? What would you do with it? 
Watch TV or spend time with your child(ren) or help-
ing others? Think about what an extra hour of atten-
tion would mean to your child(ren). Maybe you could 
use that time to help teach a Sunday School class? 
Skipping a mocha latte doesn’t mean much to us, but 
the $20 spent at Starbucks per week can buy eight 
sheep for rural families in need through Heifer Inter-
national. Yes, that adds up to $1,000!  When we live 

more simply, we live more generously with our time, 
talents and treasures. 
 

Given these rough economic times, it is so important 
to keep make it simple in mind as we head into the 
holiday season. Messiah relies on all of us to fund our 
ministries, staff, and building. We need you to prayer-
fully consider catching up your pledge or consider 
increasing your giving by 10% for the last two 
months. A 10% increase, while not enough to com-
pletely bridge our funding gap, will help us with our 
heating bill. Who knew this October would start out 
to be one of the coldest Octobers on record? 
 

Make It Simple - Consecration Sunday Weekend 
The weekend of November 14 and 15, is Consecration 
Sunday Weekend. All are invited to bring their com-
mitments for tithes and offerings in 2010 before 
God’s altar on that day. Thank you for every gift you 
give to bless the ministries of Messiah and God’s min-
istry everywhere. When we live more simply, we live 
more generously. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Dave Jarcik at our new email address: generos-
ity@messiah-wauconda.org or at 719-2865. 
 

Mission Interpreters Tell His-Story 
In Acts 4:20 it says, We cannot keep from speaking. 
Mission Interpreters tell the story of how our hands 
are doing God’s work and bringing the Good News 
to light in the ELCA and with ministry partners in 
our synod, our nation and throughout the world. 
 

On September 26, 2009, Grace Jorgensen was com-
missioned as Messiah’s Mission Interpreter for the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA. While she 
has been ―officially‖ commissioned, we need to re-
member that we all have the responsibility of telling  
His-story in our neighborhoods and throughout the 
world. We are all Mission Interpreters.  

One way you can do this is by reading The Lutheran 
magazine. You will find copies of this monthly pub-
lication throughout the church. You can pick up a 
copy at the Messiah Library, the Welcome Center, 
the ushers’ stands or on the tables in the Gathering 
Place. This ELCA publication will keep you up-to-
date on the work of the church in our area and 
around the world. You might even want to consider 
having a subscription mailed directly to your home.  
 

mailto:generosity@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:generosity@messiah-wauconda.org
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from your 
Health & Wellness Team 

Health Department Flu Update 

The new H1N1 flu virus is a reminder of the ever-changing 
and unpredictable nature of influenza. The Lake County 
Health Department/Community Health Center is taking a 
multitiered approach toward protecting residents against 
two forms of the flu this season: seasonal flu and H1N1 
(formerly known as swine) flu. 

The seasonal flu vaccine will not provide protection against 
the H1N1 flu and vice versa. This year, more than ever be-
fore, the Health Department encourages people to do every-
thing they can to protect themselves and the people they 
care for from influenza.  

The U.S. government has undertaken the production of an 
H1N1 vaccine which is scheduled to be delivered to Lake 
County by late October. The government will ship the vaccine 
to the Health Department and other local providers. Approxi-
mately 130 organizations in Lake County have pre-registered 
with the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) to re-
ceive the vaccine, and for the time being, IDPH will continue 
to accept preregistrations. IDPH will also be responsible for 
determining how the state’s allocation is to be distributed. Its 
priority will be on allocating vaccine to providers that admin-
ister to target groups that are most at risk. 

The target population groups for the H1N1 vaccine are: 
 individuals 6 months to 24 years of age 

 caretakers and household contacts of children under 6 
months of age 

 all pregnant women 

 healthcare and emergency medical services employees 

 people 25 to 64 years of age with underlying medical 
conditions that put them at high risk for flu-related 
complications (such as asthma or diabetes). 

These target groups were determined based on the spring 
outbreak of H1N1 in North America and the summer H1N1 
outbreak in the Southern Hemisphere. 
 

What You Can Do 
Practice Healthy Habits 
In addition to getting your seasonal flu shot, help prevent the 
spread of flu in the workplace, schools and throughout the 
community by: 

 washing your hands frequently 

 staying home if you are sick 

 covering your cough and sneeze. 

People with flu-like symptoms should stay home from 
school, work and social gatherings until 24 hours after reso-
lution of their fever. People are more contagious when they 
have a fever, so staying home during this time is especially 
important to not spread the flu to coworkers, friends or fel-
low students.  

Cancer Wellness Center offers 
free services to “help more peo-
ple live better, while living with 
cancer.” 
 

For over 20 years, The Cancer Wellness Cen-
ter (CWC) organization has offered free psy-
chological and social emotional support to 
cancer patients, their families and friends. We 
work closely with the medical community as 
an adjunct to traditional medical treatments 
for cancer.  

A summary of The Cancer Wellness Center’s 
offerings: 

 all services are free 
 learn from and talk with others that have 

gone through a cancer experience 
 discuss your concerns with an experi-

enced professional 
 learn how to reduce the stress associated 

with cancer 
 take control of your overall health 

through wellness programs 

A diagnosis of cancer may result in a crisis of 
faith for anyone. The Cancer Wellness Center 
can aid you in addressing those needs, with a 
highly professional staff and an array of well-
ness activities that are both healing and 
therapeutic. 

All of the center’s services and programs are 
completely free of charge. The center brings 
you together with like-minded people and 
solidifies your base of support. The center 
helps every part of the family—the patient, 
spouse, partner, children, siblings, parents—
and gives you someone to talk to that under-
stands your problem. You walk in the doors 
and you feel a warmth that’s so very different 
from the other places you go to address your 
cancer.  

CWC has two locations to serve your commu-
nity. Our Northbrook center is our 13,000 
square foot home. It is where all of our ser-
vices are provided. Counseling, support 
groups, yoga, meditation, educational pro-
grams and spirituality discussion groups 
make up some of what we offer. A satellite 
center is in Grayslake and is currently open 
Tuesday from 3 to 9. At that site, Cancer 
Wellness Center North, we offer counseling, 
support group, massage and a yoga class.  

We’re prepared to help any of you in any way 
we can. Private meetings can be arranged at 
our offices anytime it’s convenient for you. 
Please call 509-9595 to arrange this session. 
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Christian Education 

Bonnie Murphy—Susan Vrenios, Co-directors 

Fifty-seven kindergartners and third graders received 
their very own copy of the word of God, The Holy Bi-
ble, on October 18. We encourage all children to bring 
their Bibles to Sunday School. To motivate them we 
have a fun competition between classes to see which 
grade brings their Bible most frequently. Since recog-
nizing those who bring their Bibles, our Sunday School 
students have gone from averaging 13% to 60% of the 
kids remembering to bring their Bibles. Each week that 
a student brings their Bible, they get a piece of candy. 
The class having the highest average of participation 
receives an ice cream party at the beginning of a new 
rotation. Our amazing 2nd graders won for the first 
rotation. The Bible is one of the most important tools 
that Christians have to guide them in life. During the 
second rotation, each class will attend a lesson on 
learning about their Bibles. While we hope that this 
class will increase your child’s knowledge of the Bible, 
we also wish to convey to them that the Bible is a liv-
ing love letter from God written for us and it is filled 
with hope and joy for all Christians. 
 
November 1 begins our second rotation titled ―Joseph 
and His Brothers.‖ The scripture which will be referred 
to is Genesis 37:1-28. We will explore with the children 
the feelings of jealousy experienced in the story of 
Joseph and his 11 brothers and how their jealousy af-
fected them. The children will learn that God is with 
us when others betray us because of feelings of jeal-
ousy and how we can turn to God when we feel jeal-
ousy toward others. 
 
Thank you to everyone who brought in supplies for 
Mission Sunday’s promotion of the PADS program. We 

are supporting the PADS program as the homeless 
population grows during these challenging times and 
Messiah continues to offer weekly Saturday night shel-
ter to the homeless. Our Sunday School kids created 
welcoming placemats, cards, lunch snacks and other 
treats to serve the homeless. Opportunities to volun-
teer exist through the month of April. What a great 
way to get the whole family involved in making a dif-
ference by baking cookies, setting up beds or donating 
coins lying around the house. Please contact Dave 
Isleb at 540-0835 if you are interested in getting more 
involved. 
 
This month we would like to recognize our shepherds 
who meet and greet your children each week. Please 
help us by taking a moment and thanking them for 
their dedication the next time you pick your child up 
from Sunday School. For the kindergarten class we 
have Jennifer Raaths and Jamie Carroll. The first grad-
ers are blessed by Noelle Duym and Jessica Snedecor. 
The second graders have a team of helpers:  Susan 
Wach, Kris Hales, LeAnn Irlbeck and Michele Dunbar. 
For third grade, Pam Lundstedt and Lisa Weinert keep 
the kids smiling. Carrie Funk and Carrie Houston alter-
nate with Jill and Todd Wright in welcoming the 
fourth graders. 
 
 
Dates to Remember: 
November 22: Worship with Family Sunday 
November 29: No Sunday school—Thanksgiving  
weekend 

Psalm Singers 
 

Grades 2nd through 6th 
(7th and 8th graders needed as helpers) 

 
Come celebrate and praise God through an adventure 

and a journey with Christ! 
 

Sing upbeat songs, make new friends—and much more! Join oth-
ers as we worship and praise the Lord with music and make a joy-
ful noise unto the Lord. 
 

Rehearsals:  Thursday evenings 
6:45pm—7:15pm 

Martin Luther Center 
 
For additional information, please contact Carol Ribar, 526-1397  



8 | Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church  Wauconda, IL 

Messiah’s Youth News  
Angela Chouinard, Youth Director, 526-7161; e-mail: angela.chouinard@messiah-wauconda.org 

High School: 

 

 Sunday, October 25 at the Rock Youth House 
from 10:30 to 11am—Mission trip info meeting 

 Sunday, November 1 is our ―Sunday Café.‖ 
Please come and be served by our Youth and 
their families for a small donation to their mis-
sion trip next summer to Denver, Colorado. 

 Monday nights—November 2, 16, and 30—
Youth Nights from 7 to 9pm. During the month 
of November we’ll conclude our study in Prov-
erbs that we started in October and begin a 
study on the book of Acts. We’ll also view two 
more new Nooma videos! 

 Sunday, November 8—a trip to Chicago to serve 
at our favorite site: Cornerstone Homeless Shel-
ter. We'll prepare and serve dinner as well as 
clean and organize anything they need from us. 

 

Pathway: 

 

 Wednesday, November 4—Service projects! Hud-
dle Leaders will inform you of what your group 
is doing and the details. 

 No Pathway on November 25 because of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday—enjoy time with your 
family. 

 

Trick-or-Treat for Unicef 
This is something that any of our kids can do to help 
other kids. If you want to pick up a box, they are in the 
Gathering Place. Just take the box with you while you 
go trick-or-treating and collect spare change. Then turn 
it in to Pathway the following week. 

 

Collection in the Gathering Place 

We are collecting cleaning supplies for Cornerstone 
Community Outreach in Chicago, Illinois where the 
Youth Group serves twice a year. You can drop off 
cleaning supplies until noon on Sunday, November 8. 

An Old-Fashioned Holiday Walk 

December 5 is a Wauconda chamber 
event, and this year it is called ―An Old- 
Fashioned Holiday Walk.‖ This is about 
our seventh year doing this, and it 
seems every year the attendance 
grows. There are craft bazaars in three 
locations, a horse and sleigh ride, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus and the Oscar Mayer 
Weiner Wagon. Main Street stores will 
have in-store raffles and goodies for the 

kids. We are asking residents and kids 
to create gingerbread houses that we 
will display in the village hall. The li-
brary will have holiday storytime. There 
will also be food vendors and food 
demos as well as games. The railroad 
model always has open house that day 
too. There’s lots going on, so spread the 
word and be sure to come. 
 

Again this year, Pathway students would like to ask 
the congregation to join them in putting together 
Thanksgiving Baskets for the members of our sister 
churcb Sagrado Corazon congregation in Waukegan. 
Our Pathway kids are trying to fill 25 baskets to be 
delivered to Waukegan before Thanksgiving. Look for 
the special container in the gathering area marked for 
Thanksgiving baskets. We are looking for the follow-
ing: bags of stuffing mix, canned corn, canned cran-
berries, Bisquick, boxes of cereal, bags of candy corn, 
snack items, canned gravy mix, 10lb bag of potatoes, 

corn bread mix, bottle of juice, 2 liter bottle of soda, 
bag of onions. We could also use gift cards from Aldi 
food store, and donations to cover the cost of a turkey 
for each basket. Thanks in advance for your generos-
ity. Anyone who would want to make personal note 
cards to Share Jesus’ Love 
with these folks are encour-
aged as well. 
 

For answers to questions, 
call Carol Ribar.  

Thanksgiving Baskets 
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Deborah Circle 
 
Deborah Circle will meet Wednesday, November 
11 at 9:30am in the Gathering Place at church. 
Barb Henkel will be the hostess, Ruth Franz will 
be the co-hostess and Grace Jorgensen will lead 
the lesson. We will be 
discussing ―Week 2‖ of 
our book, Fingerprints of 
God, pages 22-37.  

 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835. 
 

 

Prayer Shawl  
Ministry 

 
 

Beginning in November the Prayer Shawl knitters 
and those who prefer to crochet, will be meeting 
at 2:30 in the afternoon on the first Monday of 
each month. It was decided at the last meeting 
that this may be more agreeable to those of us 
who prefer not to be out at night. We will be 
meeting in Faith Hall. Hope to see you there. 
 

Barb Lindquist 

Quilting 
Schedule 

The 2010 flower chart soon will be posted on a ki-
osk in the Gathering Place. Arrangements are pro-
vided by Distinctive Design of Island Lake, and the 

price of each remains at $25. More 
than one person/family may re-
quest flowers for any week. Please 
make payments in a flower pay-
ment envelope or use a yellow pew 
envelope and mark it ―Altar Flow-
ers‖ Also, there are some weeks 
available for the remainder of 
2009. Thank you for helping to 
beautify the sanctuary. 

 

Marilyn Dick 

Altar Flowers for Messiah 

Can You Help the  
Wauconda Food Pantry? 

Donations of Funds and Food Items Are Needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wauconda Food Pantry currently services 176 
families in the local community. The pantry is in great 
need of a continuous supply of food donations. Please 
bring food donations and put in the ―Food Pantry red 
bin‖ in the Gathering Place, or you can deliver items 
directly to Wauconda Food Pantry, 100 N. Main Street,  
526-8684. Monetary donations help offset the cost for 
perishable food items. Please make checks payable to 
the Wauconda Food Pantry and drop off at the church 
office. For additional information, please contact 
Carol Ribar.  
 

Suggested items to donate:  
Jelly, jam, honey, sugar, mayonnaise, vegetable oil, 
salad dressing, syrup, salad dressing, infant formula, 
powdered milk, instant breakfast drinks, canned and 
boxed pudding, meat, poultry, fish, dry beans, nuts, 
canned tuna, canned salmon, canned chicken, canned 
beef stew, canned fruit, bean soups, canned or dried 
beans, baked beans, canned chili, peanut butter, 
crackers, canned nuts, canned soups, canned vegeta-
bles, hot and cold cereal, breakfast bars, oatmeal, 
boxed meals, coffee powdered drinks, maple syrup, 
non-refrigerated juice mixes, juice boxes, soap, sham-
poo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hair brushes dispos-
able razors, shaving cream , toilet paper, paper plates, 
napkins—remember—no glass.  Check expiration 
dates. No dented or damaged cans. No repackaged 
food. No opened or used items..State  

The following dates have been selected for our 
Quilting Ministry which meets in Faith Hall. 
 

 November 13 and 14 

 December 11 and 12 

 January 22 and 23 

 February 19 and 20 

 March 19 and 20 

 April 16 and 17 

 May 14 and 15 
 

All Friday night meetings begin at 6:30 and  
Saturday morning meetings begin at 9. 
 

Please join us. 
 

                                      Barb Lindquist   



Messiah Preschool 
News 
 

October was an exciting time for fall fun and 
exploration in the preschool. Our month began 
with a fun-filled field trip to Tom’s Farm in 
Huntley. The children and their families had a 
wonderful time picking pumpkins and gourds, 
visiting the farm animals and learning about 
harvesting vegetables. All of our families were 
invited to enjoy the Messiah Fall Fest event and 
Trunk or Treating here at church. The fall fun 
continued through the end of the month with 
our class Halloween celebrations and our cos-
tume parade. 

November brings an emphasis on gratitude as 
we think about all of the wonderful gifts from 
God for which we are so very thankful. Our 
classes will participate in preparing gifts of 
food for each other to experience the joy of 
both giving and receiving. Our families will be 
invited to join the children for a time of song 
and thanksgiving just before we start our 
Thanksgiving break. 

In November, we will have several fundraising 
opportunities. If your holiday shopping plans 
include books or jewelry, please consider our 
events. In the Gathering Place, from November 
1 through November 8, we will present our 
Scholastic Book Fair. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to purchase reasonably priced children’s 
books while providing a benefit to the pre-
school. On November 16 and 17, stop by Faith 
Hall during school hours (8:45am – 2:30pm) to 
view a collection of Lia Sophia jewelry. This 
gorgeous and moderately priced jewelry is be-
ing presented by one of our preschool parents 
who is graciously donating her proceeds to the 
school. And last, but not least, plan to join us 
on Friday, November 20th at the Barnes and 
Noble store in Vernon Hills. This family event 
will feature musical presentations, story times 
with pastors and teachers, crafts, free gift 
wrapping, and even a book signing by one of 
our preschool parent authors!  The preschool 
will receive a portion of all sales in the store 
and the café on that day. Watch the bulletin for 
more details on these upcoming events. 

Open registration for the preschool begins No-
vember 16th for the 2010-2011 school year, so 
tell your family and friends to join us soon for 
a tour and introduction to the wonderful learn-
ing experience at Messiah’s preschool!  Contact 
us at messiah.preschool@messiah-
wauconda.org or 526-7476. 

Blessings, 
Lynda Janezic 

We enter this holiday season with thanks and praise to our 
Lord. What an exciting time of year to pause and reflect on 
all the many things great and small that we are thankful for. 
Although these are anxious times, God’s word instructs us 
in Philippians 4:6, Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, pre-
sent your requests to God.”  Having a thankful heart shifts 
our focus off our problems onto God’s blessings. 

This month, Miss Michele will be teaching the children about 
Christopher Columbus and Native American Indians as we 
learn about our country’s beginnings. The children will cre-
ate a beautiful cornucopia and make a book of all the things 
they are thankful for. For some nibbles, we will be preparing 
sweet turkey treats. 

Kids Club invites you to support our Manna Gift Card fund-
raiser. Consider purchasing your gift cards in one-stop 
shopping through us. Gift cards make great holiday gifts for 
teachers, family and friends. 

Grade school parents: transportation is provided through 
District #118 from Robert Crown and the Wauconda Grade 
School to Messiah to care for your child before and after 
school. With colder weather coming—our Kids Club Program 
may be just what you need. 

Would you like to be a part of the Messiah Kids Club board? 
Do you enjoy children’s ministries and have some great 
ideas to share? We are currently looking for people to get 
involved in this growing ministry. This would involve a time 
commitment of about two to three hours per month. Please 
call the Kids Club office for more information about this or 
any of our programs. 

On behalf of the Kids Club board and staff, I’d like to wish 
your family a blessed Thanksgiving. 

God’s blessings, 
Eileen Miller, Director, 526-7112 

Praise and glory and wisdom 
and thanks and honor and 
power and strength be to our 
God for ever and ever. Amen! 
Revelations 7:12 

Fall is a great time to play in crunchy leaves  
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Messiah Community Forums Related to the Recent  
Social Statement on Human Sexuality and  

Resolutions on  
Ministry Practices from the 2009  

Churchwide Assembly of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

 
Summary and Action Steps: 

 

On September 26 and 27, 2009, forums were held at Mes-
siah to discuss the ELCA’s new social statement on human 
sexuality and it accompanying resolutions on ministry 
practices. These forums were attended by approximately 
50 individuals during two separate sessions. A wide range 
of viewpoints was represented at these forums. Having 
said this, the discussions were respectful and loving. The 
discussions served to help us listen to and better under-
stand one another. At the end of the forums, participants 
were asked, ―What have we learned about our commu-
nity?‖ The following are some of the responses: We are a 
community of love. We support each other. We desire to be 
together. We are able to have civilized conversations on 
difficult topics. We all care deeply about being faithful to 
the Word of God. We are a diverse community. We are a 
community that welcomes everyone. We are respectful of 
differences. We love God above all. We value unity. Thank 
you to everyone who participated! 
 

The following actions steps emerged from the forums: 
 

Messiah will enter an intentional period of study, re-
flection, discernment and prayer (see proposed 
resolution for 2010 annual meeting in January). 

 

Messiah will begin using the ELCA resource, ―Journey 
Together Faithfully, Part II‖ on Saturday mornings  

 at 11am 
November 7 – Session 1: Our Identity 
November 14 – Session 2: Our Community 
November 21 – Session 3:  Our Participation 
January 9 – Session 4:  Our Center 
January 16 – Session 5:  Baptismal Vocation and 
Moral Deliberation 
January 23 – Session 6:  Gospel Mission 
 

Messiah will use the study guide for ―Human Sexuality: 
Gift and Trust‖ when it becomes available in early 
2010. 

 

Messiah commissions this congregation’s Adult Educa-
tion Ministry to find resources to promote biblical 
literacy for all ages. 

 

Messiah will continue studies and reflection on these 
issues throughout the discernment period. 

 

Messiah will continue to build loving community 
through fellowship and service opportunities for 
our whole congregation: two upcoming examples 
are ―Feed My Starving Children‖ - December 4-6 
and Mardi Gras – February 16. There will be many 
opportunities for this! 

 

Related to the forum process, the following resolutions 
were adopted by the Messiah Church Council on October 
6, 2009. We invite you to prayerfully consider these resolu-
tions for adoption at the January 2010 annual meeting. 

 
 

Proposed Resolutions Related to the Recent ELCA 
Social Statement on Human Sexuality and  

Resolutions on Ministry Practices 
October 6, 2009 

 
Whereas: 
 

In 2001 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) entered a time of study, reflection, discernment 
and prayer related to human sexuality and ministry prac-
tices in the church. In January 2005, Messiah Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (Messiah), after being a part of this 
study and discernment process, adopted the attached 
―Resolution on Same-Sex Unions and the Ordination of 
Gay and Lesbian Pastors.‖ In August 2009 the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America voted to adopt a Social 
Statement: ―Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust‖ as well as 
four Resolutions on Ministry Practices. Messiah’s 2005 
resolutions are not in agreement with the 2009 ELCA 
resolutions on ministry practices. For this reason, 
 

Be it resolved that: 
 

Since there are a wide range of viewpoints among 
faithful members of Messiah, Messiah will enter 
into a period of intentional study, reflection, dis-
cernment and prayer regarding these issues. 

 

Since the ELCA spent eight years studying these is-
sues, Messiah’s period of intentional study, re-
flection, discernment and prayer will be for an 
indefinite time, but no less than two full years. 
During this period in time no changes will be 
made to Messiah’s current ―Resolution on Same-
Sex Unions and the Ordination of Gay and Les-
bian Pastors.‖ 

 

During this period of intentional study, reflection, 
discernment and prayer all Messiah members are 
called upon to join hands with their brothers and 
sisters in Christ of different viewpoints in carry-
ing out Messiah’s mission to welcome everyone, 
make disciples of everyone and share Jesus’ love 
everywhere.  

 

Be it further resolved that: 
 

Messiah members are called upon to actively partici-
pate in the discernment process seeking to listen 
to one another, learn from one another and grow 
in love for one another. 

 

May God bind us together in love. 
Pastor Dawn Mass and Messiah’s Church Council 
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Birthdays in November 
Berner, Vic 1 
Day, Jim 1 
Gaide, Jonathan 1 
Petralia, Lisa 1 
Tegtmeyer, Dolores 1 
Wach, Morgan 1 
Bermann, Max 2 
Kimes, Tim 2 
Kimes, Tom 2 
Richartz, Nathan 2 
Seidenzahl, Monica 2 
Turnbull, Zoe 2 
Wagenknecht, Catherine 2 
Berg, Benjamin 3 
Butler, Graham 3 
Gonzalez, Daric 3 
Lanzerotti, Joey 3 
Mach, Noah 3 
Offenwanger, Marie 3 
Ward, Sharon 3 
Botzenhart, Rebecca 4 
Derr, Jeffrey 4 
Hornbuckle, Mary 4 
Jackson, Deanna 4 
Kouri, Nathan 4 
Abrahamson, Lucy 5 
Briscoe, Emily 5 
Hoy, Breanna 5 
Johnson, Susan 5 
Pugesek, Kaye 5 
Reuscher, Kate 5 
Rohlwing, Lisa 5 
Cazares, David 6 
Citro, Sarah 6 
Haley, Adam 6 
Nedli, Robin 6 
Peters, Timothy 6 
Roncal, Pamela 6 
Shaver, Lisa 6 
Diver, Carson 7 
Gaspers, Kellie 7 

Meltzer, Kacey 7 
Pennino, Mallory 7 
Rohlwing, John 8 
Thomas, Vito 8 
Babcock, Steve 9 
Christ, Ken 9 
Wurster, Eli 9 
Wynveen, Judy 9 
McVickers, Sue 10 
Rohlwing, John W. 10 
Sollenberger, Mitchell 10 
Williams, Ethan 10 
Mathis, Stephan 11 
Smith, Bradley 11 
Barna, Christy 12 
Defort, Tyler 12 
Hacker, Victoria 12 
Higbea, Janet 12 
Jordan, Cyndi 12 
Karnatz, Monica 12 
Meltzer, Leah 12 
Rowley, Michelle 12 
Sandquist, Zachary 12 
Stolt, Heidi 12 
Williams, Emily 12 
Winkler, Nicholas 12 
Barth, Kellen 13 
Blomberg, Craig 13 
Dempsey, Whitney 13 
Meeke, Aaron 13 
Olson, Stephanie 13 
Tesch, Brian 13 
Tesch, Kevin 13 
Werner, Maggie 13 
Coughlin, Jim 14 
Kasula, Petra 14 
Lemberg, Kim 14 
Moyer, Julia 14 
Reyes, Steven 14 
Sharp, Louie 14 
Frazier, Hannah 15 

Lincoln, Zachary 15 
Little, Bill 15 
Swanson, Erik 15 
Witt, Mia 15 
Carpenter, Wayne 16 
Lincoln, Jeanine 16 
McVickers, Jack 16 
Poffenberger, Rachel 16 
Redmann, Alexis 16 
Shelton, Tamara 16 
Wertz, Casey 16 
Botwin, Kyle 17 
Brenton, Jackie 17 
Grau, Anders 17 
Seagren, Reilly 17 
Hass, Pastor Dawn 18 
Reed, Ken 18 
Beelow, Duane 19 
Geist, Grace 19 
Harding, Kathryn 19 
Markko, Luke 19 
Polk, Matthew 19 
Shropshire, Billy 19 
Swienton, Carl 19 
LaBelle, Beth 20 
McVickers, Patrick 20 
Albrecht, Dawn 21 
Brownson, Bob 21 
Cooper, Ryan 21 
Geist, Gavin 21 
Hoy, Scott 21 
Karnatz, Ginger 21 
Yacono, Emily 21 
Yacono, Lauren 21 
Austera, Cindy 22 
Brewer, Carol 22 
Funk, Allison 22 
Grzeca, Jeanny 22 
Prokup, Maren 22 
Radez, Vanessa 22 
Stolt, James 22 

Ziemba, Zachary 22 
Cooper, Candy 23 
Frazier, John 23 
Hluchy, Carol 23 
Olson, Jake 23 
Stewart, Brandon 23 
Hansen, Cynthia 24 
Kleiner, Alyssa 24 
Lomas, Bill 24 
Martin, Stephanie 24 
Trost, Bill 24 
Houchins, Betsy 25 
Meyers, Douglas 25 
Rebollar, Kristyn 25 
Wertz, Kim 25 
Blazek, Kade 26 
Grosche, Carson 26 
Grosche, Janelle 26 
Grosche, Linnay 26 
Grosche, Niashea 26 
Sollenberger, Lori 26 
Lanter Smith, Michelle 27 
Roncal, Laura 27 
Thompson, Charlene 27 
Fritz, Matthew 28 
Jones, Bonnie 28 
Kulowitch, Ronald 28 
Myers, Suzanne 28 
Olson, Jack 28 
Wortmann, Emily 28 
Zeller, Pam 28 
Hicks, Kayla 29 
Lundstedt, Kurt 29 
Lundstedt, Pam 29 
Scheutzow, Carly 29 
Beelow, Karen 30 
Kazimour, Brett 30 
Limperes, Tyler 30 
Polifka, Frank 30 

It is so exciting to be in the church during the week 
and see children using the new Children’s Library. All 
children, parents and teachers are invited to visit 
anytime.  
 

In the Children’s Library, a new section has been 
added for the parents. There are books covering all 
areas of parenting, devotions for parents, crafts and 
much more. It is a great resource of Christian  
materials.  
 

Don’t forget the ongoing book sale. Used books are 
for sale to supplement the library budget. Hardcover 
books are $1 and paperbacks are 50¢. 
 

As a reminder, the Messiah Library works on the 
honor system. It is recommended that all materials 
be returned in two weeks. No fines are charges for 
overdue materials. Please place all returned materials 

in the bins provided. Please do not reshelve the mate-
rials. Have fun and enjoy all of the wonderful Chris-
tian materials with which we are blessed. 

Library Happenings 
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Thank You 
to the following for your Special Gifts! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of George Anderson 
Ricks and Carol Brewer 

Ed and Pam Dopke 
Paul and Peggy Legner 

John and Marilynn Adams 
Charlton and Diane McDonald 

Tom and Cheryl Zosel 
John and Sue Wozny 

Florence Stoll 
Grace Jorgensen 

Joanne Miller 
Robert Snell 

Gerald and Marguerite Naegele 
Jim and Cindy Quigley 

Richard and Jane Reents 
Linda and Bill Fishburn 
Tom and Sandra Martin 

Judy Burch 
Charles and Bettye Deloach 

Ruth Franz 
Tom and Barb Chaffee 

J. R. and Kathleen Samolis 
Steve and Nancy Karnatz 
Fred and Dee Morrison 
Jeff and Vicki Burger 

Josh Quail 
Frank and Gail Loding 
Jon and Linda Koishus 

Jan and Jim Higbea 
Donald and Linda Rough 

 

In Memory of Tom Wachowski 
Paula Hovland 

 

In Memory of Norm Wilcox 
Frank and Gail Loding 

 

         Lock Up! 
 

Would all groups, individuals and minis-
tries using the church please be sure to 

check that all lights are off and all doors are firmly 
locked when leaving the building. Several times 
lately this has not been done. Thank you. 

Jack Olson, 514-8448 

Dear Messiah Friends, 
 

We can't thank you enough for all the love and sup-
port you have given George and I through out the 
year. Your cards, meals and kind words were so ap-
preciated. Our family would also like to thank every-
one who helped with the Memorial Luncheon—
preparing food, setting the beautiful tables and serv-
ing. It was lovely. We have certainly felt God's bless-
ings working through our friends at Messiah. 
 

Thank you so much, 
Toni Anderson and Family 

 

Sam 

It's Sam the churchmouse here 
with the news. 
 

John Messerschmidt, a financial 
associate with Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans, recently completed 

Thrivent Financial's ―Steps to Success‖ workshop. 
shop. The workshop broadens the financial repre-
sentatives’ skills allowing them to offer a wider ar-
ray of financial strategies to meet the clients' needs. 
I'm sure John would be more than happy to help 
anyone seeking financial advise. Good job, John! 
 

That's all I had this month. Please keep those notes 
and e-mails coming. 

Until next time … Sam 

My husband Tom and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the women from Mes-
siah Lutheran who used their time and talents to 
provide food for all of the family and out-of-
town friends of George Anderson while we were 
in Lake Zurich for his memorial service. Our 
hearts were warmed by your generosity. All of 
the food was delicious and helped to make a very 
sad time a little better. God Bless you all. 
                                          Tom & Sandy Martin     
                                           Denver, CO 

Thank you to those of you who participated in the 
ShareFest food drive to benefit the Wauconda Food 
Pantry.  Food items were delivered on Sunday, Octo-
ber 11. We delivered a large quantity of food to fill the 
shelves at the food pantry. They were very thankful.   
Thank you for your support of the hungry in our 
county.  

Carol Ribar 
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Worship Services 
SATURDAY, 5pm 

SUNDAY, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am 
Thanksgiving Service, November 25, 7:30pm  

 

Join in the fellowship between services! 

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 
WAUCONDA  

PHYSICAL THERAPY 

In Our Prayers ... 
 

Jules and Marilyn Becker Linda Golding 
Zach Carlson and family Sue Kasula 
Penny Claiborne  Linda Leonard 
Ester Dennis Rachel Mergenthaler 
Trudy Elizondo  

Through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism We Welcome … 
 

Kahrsten Ann Geary on October 10 

We Extend Our Condolences to ... 
 

Dan and Karen Day at the death of Dan’s mother, Agnes 
Bonnie and Mike Frey at the death of Bonnie’s aunt, Carol Hamburg 
Pam Roncal and family at the death of Pam’s father, Arthur Shearman 
Chris and Diane Criscione at the death of Chris’ father, Henry 
Norbert and Norma Scheck at the death of Norbert’s brother-in-law, Ed Humbert 

Messiah’s Family 

Wedding Congratulations to … 
 

Our youth director, Angela Chouinard and Jason Yamashita in 
the upper peninsula of Michigan on September 19  

Trevor Christ and Jamie Gartner on September 26 

Angela and Jason Yamashita 
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“Sharing Jesus’ Love” 

Time Sensitive 

Return Service Requested 

Come and give thanks along with our sisters and brothers from other   
congregations at the ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Sunday,   
November 22 at 7pm. Transfiguration Catholic Parish of Wauconda 
will be hosting the service this year, and we are looking forward to a 
great opportunity to worship with our neighbors. An offering will be 
taken and will be split between the Wauconda Food Pantry and the 
Wauconda township Christmas food basket program. You are also in-
vited to bring a dessert to share with others after the service. (No bak-
ing contest this time!) May God’s Spirit of peace and gratitude bless 
our time together and unite us in sharing Jesus’ love! 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Messiah Thanksgiving Service 
7:30pm on Wednesday, November 25 


