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Dear friends and partners in the  
Gospel, 
 

Wow!  Our faith community has been 
joyfully sharing the Gospel and help-
ing people for fifty years! Of those 
fifty years, I have been with you for 
almost half of the time and look for-
ward to joyfully celebrating this 50th 
anniversary with you. As I reflect on 
this special time, I am reminded of 
this aphorism, ―Life is lived looking 
forward through the windshield. Life 
is understood by looking backward 
through the rear view mirror.‖  
 

I am looking forward to living out a 
wonderful future for Messiah. 
Through the good times and bad we 
will grow stronger in sharing the love 
of Jesus with all people. I am thank-
ful for our present leadership that is 
creating stronger ministries to help 
people in their time of need. We can 
look forward to ―sharing Jesus‘ love‖ 
in the years ahead. 
 

I am also looking backward and have 
come to understand and have a deep 
appreciation of how our faith com-
munity has strengthened my well-
being. Let me list and number the 
ways God has blessed my well-being 
through you. (1) Through the eyes of 
my grace-given faith, I can see I have 
been blessed by your faith as we 
have worshiped, prayed and helped 
those in need. Your faith and service 
in Christ has strengthened my spiri-
tual well-being. (2) As we sat down 
and continue to sit down and study, 
discuss and debate God‘s word to-

gether in Bible study, you have 
strengthened my intellectual well-
being. (3) As we wrestled with diffi-
cult decisions and laughed at our-
selves when we did something dumb, 
you have strengthened my social and 
interpersonal well-being. (4) As we 
have struggled with giving of our 
financial gifts, we have prayerfully 
looked to the scriptures and you 
have helped me with my financial 
well-being. (5) You have helped me 
with my physical well-being by sup-
porting as I participated in the Crys-
tal Lake Triathlon. Your pledges 
helped raise funds to build our ele-
vator so our building would be to-
tally accessible to the physically 
challenged. (6) Finally, God‘s Spirit 
working through you has helped my 
emotional well-being because we 
have an environment at Messiah 
where all are welcome even in the 
most broken of conditions. Years 
ago, you accepted me with love and 
support as a recovering alcoholic. 
Today, by God‘s Grace, I help others 
suffering from this same condition.  

 

Messiah has made a difference in my 
well-being in so many ways, and I am 
sure this has been true for you. Let‘s 
celebrate these 50 years as we find 
life looking backward and forward in 
our future together. Lucy Lips, 
Guardian Angel and all my puppets 
will celebrate with us!  
 

Shalom! 
Pastor Chuck 

What a Ride!  
Celebrating 50 Years of  

Messiah Ministry 



2 | Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church  Wauconda, IL 

May 2010 marks 50 years of ministry at Mes-
siah. Don't miss the fourth Sunday of each 
month as we celebrate a decade of Messiah 
ministry.  

 January 24-25, we highlight the 1960s—
dress accordingly  

 February 27-28, we highlight the 1970s—
dress accordingly    

 March 27-28, we highlight the 1980s—
dress accordingly    

 April 24-25, we highlight the 1990s—
dress accordingly   

 May 22-23, we highlight ministry today.  
 

Start looking through your closets for 
clothes from each decade and join the fun! 
  
Happy anniversary, Messiah! 
Pastor Dawn Mass  

 
 

Messiah Celebrates 50 
Years in 2010! 

ELCA Communications  
As we hear the reports coming from Haiti after 
the recent 7.0 earthquake in the capital of Port
-au-Prince, we are also hearing about all of the 
ways we can help. It is estimated that about 
three million people, one-third of Haiti‘s popu-
lation, have been affected. Haiti is already one 
of the poorest countries in the world. Seventy 
percent of their population was already living 
in extreme poverty before the earthquake.  
 

In a letter from Bishop Hanson (see page 11), 
he reported none of the staff of Lutheran 
World Relief in Haiti was injured by the earth-
quake. The ELCA is one of the largest support-
ers of LWR in Haiti. As staff from LWR is al-
ready in Haiti, no precious time has been lost 
in responding to the disaster at hand.  
 

To contribute, you may go to www.elca.org/
haitiearthquake or call 800-638-3522. We know 
donations made through the ECLA will be used 
to provide the necessary food, water, shelter 
and medical supplies that are so desperately 
needed. 

 

Grace Jorgensen, 526-4306 

Plan to come to Messiah on Shrove Tuesday, Febru-
ary 16, beginning at 6pm, for the ―Feast before the 
Fast‖ of Lent. We'll have pancakes, a talent show 
and Mardi Gras fun for all ages! You can sign up 
for the Talent Show in the Gathering Place or by 
calling the church office,526-7161. 

Mardi Gras 
and Talent Show 

Ash Wednesday worship, including 
the Imposition of Ashes and Holy 
Communion will take place on 
Wednesday, February 17 at 12:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Come and worship as 
we begin our Lenten journey to-
gether. 

Ash Wednesday 

Good and loving God, 
each year you give us this season of Lent 
to turn our hearts and minds back to you. 
May the prayer we offer during this season 
draw us closer to you in love 
as we seek forgiveness for our sins. 
May our fasting help us see 
that even as this world is a gift from you 
it is still passing away and will not endure. 
May our almsgiving honor you 
as we care for our brothers and sisters 
whose need is great and whose hope is in you. 
Help us in this holy season to be reconciled 
with you and with any whom we have harmed 
so that we may celebrate an Easter of eternal joy. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Lent 

http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake%20or%20call%20800-638-3522
http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake%20or%20call%20800-638-3522
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H.O.P.E. Invites New Members 
 

H.O.P.E. (Holding On to God‘s Promises Everyday) is Messiah‘s 
grief support group. The group continues to meet every Tues-
day evening from 7 to 8:30 in Faith Hall. 
 

H.O.P.E. is open to both men and women who have lost 
loved ones and are interested in receiving and sharing sup-
port with others who are also on a healing journey. Educa-
tional materials are provided, and  a comprehensive Grief 
Support Library, located upstairs in Messiah‘s Spirituality 
Center, is always available. 
 

New members are always welcome. If you, or someone you 
know, might benefit from the understanding and compassion 
provided through H.O.P.E., or if you have questions, please 
call Pastor Dawn Hass, at 815-404-3431. 
 

God‘s Blessings on Your Journey! 
 

Gift of the Spirit for February 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of your Peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console; 
To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

                                                   

- St. Francis of Assisi 

Council president, Tom Meyer, began the 
January 5, 2010 meeting by introducing 
guests Nancy Karnatz and Mike Anderson 
who are nominated to serve on council begin-
ning in February. Jerry Stark is the other 
nominee but was unable to attend the meet-
ing. Current council member Randy Johnson 
was nominated to serve an additional term. 
All nominations are slated for approval at the 
annual congregational meeting. Tom also 
thanked current members Amy Drobnik, 
Grant Milner and Louie Sharp for their years 
of service on Messiah‘s council. 
 

Pastor Dawn continued the meeting with the 
Loving Community Challenge. She asked each 
council member to share their ―quirky idea‖ 
for Messiah to break the stagnant average 
number of 450 members worshipping each 
week. The challenge is for Messiah to have 
500 at worship three Sundays in a row in the 
spring and the fall. Really, the challenge is for 
us to have 500 at worship every week. 
 

Much of the balance of the meeting was spent 
in discussion of the budget to be presented 
to Messiah members at the annual congrega-
tional meeting. Council members considered 
that currently 118 Messiah families have 
pledged $396,000 for 2010. Twenty seven of 
these families pledged $75,000 through the 
Simply Giving program. A motion was passed 
to accept the proposed budget of $723,800 
for presentation to the Messiah membership.  
 

Both Pastor Dirk and Pastor Dawn presented 
written reports to council. Pastor Dirk high-
lighted the new Messiah website. He is also 
now the pastoral liaison to Stephen Ministry. 
He would like to see a prayer ministry started 
again and reintroduce healing services. Pastor 
Dawn highlighted some of the plans for the 
50th anniversary celebration and the Fat 
Tuesday Mardi Gras service.  
 

Randy Johnson, representing the Property 
Committee, reported on the ongoing plumb-
ing problem we are experiencing in our rest-
rooms. Randy reported that because of these 
problems, we are incurring unexpected       
expenses.  
 

The next regular meeting of the Messiah 
council is February 2, 2010 at 7pm in the 
Martin Luther Center.  

Notes from the 

Messiah Spirituality Center 
Pastor Dawn Hass (815) 404-3431 

Council Highlights 
 

Grace Jorgensen, 526-4306 
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Good Samaritan Ministry 
Lana Steinecker, 438-5257 

 

Harvest Celebration 

We just got the final numbers from our friends in 
Colfax on the profits from the harvest. Partnering 
with Immanuel Lutheran and the farmers involved 
with Foods Resource Bank, we raised $22,548. 
Along with Immanuel and Foods Resource Bank 
we will select a ministry to donate the profits to. 
Thank you to everyone who participated and 
helped to make this happen. 

 

Messiah's Winter Blood Drive   

Sunday February 21,  
from 7am to noon 

 Martin Luther Center 

 Please call Noreen Rabe, 726-9759, 
with any questions 

from your 
Health & Wellness Team 

We had an opportunity to see and board the harvest-
ing equipment at Colfax. Wow! it’s big—and 
equipped with all the modern technical devices.  

Stephen Ministry 

We are so excited that we have a new class of Stephen 
Ministers which began on Monday, January 18. We 
have at least three people: Kim Hahn, Ron Lazzarotto 
and Cindy Scholl. We may also have a person joining 
us from Atonement in Barrington. At the date of 
printing, I have not confirmed this information. Some-
times we work with Atonement because they also 
have the Stephen Ministry program at their church.  

The first five weeks of training the class will be cover-
ing: ―The Person of the Caregiver;‖ ―Feelings: Yours, 
Mine and Ours;‖ ―The Art of Listening;‖ ―Distinctively 
Christian Caregiving‖ parts 1 and 2. They will also be 
reading the books Christian Caregiving—A Way of Life 
and Speaking the Truth in Love.  

Our retreat will be at Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Cen-
ter in Oregon, IL March 13, 14, and 15. They have built 
two wonderful adult lodges. It is always an enriching 
experience! 

If you missed signing up for the class that just began, 
please let us know so we can begin planning for our 
next class.  

Also, don‘t forget our spring flower fundraiser. Orders 
will be taken in April. Please watch for the dates. Be-
low is a picture Wesley and Jan Schuhknecht gave us 
to share with you. We have had beautiful baskets and 
flats of flowers, and we usually have a few extra for 
you to buy on the delivery date in May. 

Have a great month!    
Jane Reents, 526-6013. 

Wes and Jan’s flowers purchased from the Stephen Min-
istry flower fundraiser 
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Can you dig it? Keep 
on Truckin! Groovy 
Man! Far out!  Cool 
beans! Peace… 
 

The 1970s—remember 
our birthday challenge 
of the month? This 
month we challenge 
each member to find 
and contribute an extra 

$70. Can we reach $70, $700, or $7,000? So what were 
you doing in the 1970s? Messiah was heading into her 
20s and I was, well, never mind… I‘ll never forget 
when we got our first microwave. Let‘s just say my 
mom quickly learned it wasn‘t good to actually make 
dinner with the microwave, but it was good for reheat-
ing dinner. Don‘t tell her I said that. 
 

Of course, any additional giving is greatly appreciated. 
But did you also know we need your time as well? We 
have so many ministries that need volunteers. 
Whether it is helping in Sunday School, stuffing enve-
lopes, swinging a hammer or helping PADs, any 

amount of time you can give would be awesome! No 
experience necessary. 
 

Which leads me to another question—what is holding 
you back? We all have excuses, but have you seriously 
prayed to God and asked for His guidance? Prayerfully 
consider what you can do to give back to your church 
and community. Time and time again we are reminded 
by God we are all in this together. A lot of times trag-
edy brings us together. Why wait for a tragedy like the 
Haiti earthquake? 
 

Did you realize that the ELCA Disaster Response has 
committed $250,000 in relief to Haiti, with the possi-
bility for an additional $500,000 as full scope of the 
disaster continues to become clear? That is your con-
tributions at work, helping those in need. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at generosity@messiah-wauconda.org or 719-2865. 
 

God Bless, 
Dave Jarcik, Generosity Ministry Director  
(On behalf of Messiah‘s Generosity Team) 
 

Generosity Team 
 

   Generosity Birthday Challenge! 

Sunday Café! On the dates below, look for high school 
students and their families wearing white aprons and 
maybe even chef hats. They have prepared some won-
derful breakfast foods for you and your family for a 
free will donation. The proceeds go to their rustic mis-
sion trip to Denver, Colorado June 2010. Thank you 

for your support and enjoy being served. 

Sunday Cafés: 

February 21 

March 21 

April 25  

Come hungry on these dates! Breakfast served 
from 8:30 to noon. 

 

The high schoolers will also be selling some items 
of interest as well as seeking personal sponsors 
for their mission trip. If you see them in the 
Gathering Place on any given Sunday, please stop 
by and ask them about their trip. 

The Pathway Community enjoyed a concert put 
on by Agapé (a group of Christian hip hop artists) 
who shared stories of faith and family as well as 
music from five of its albums with us.  
 

Upcoming Events for February 

February 3 – ―Holy Spirit‖ lesson and baptisms at Path-
way for two of our Pathway students 

February 8 – H.S. Youth Night on ―Songs of Solomon‖ 

February 10 – ―Communion of Saints‖ at Pathway 

February 17 – Ash Wednesday service 7:30pm 

February 21 – Sunday Café high school mission trip 
fund raiser 

February 22 – H.S. Youth Night on the book of James 

February 24 – First week in Lent, Pathway huddle 
groups meet at 6:30pm 

February 26–28 – Fink retreat at Phantom Ranch 

Messiah’s Youth News for All 
Angela Yamashita, Youth Director, 526-7161; e-mail: angela.chouinard@messiah-wauconda.org 

mailto:generosity@messiah-wauconda.org
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Our fourth rotation is titled Holy Week and Easter. It is 
timely as we head into the beginning of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday on February 17. Our lessons focus on Mat-
thew 21:1-11, 27:32-66 and 28:1-10. The lessons will 
teach that the Bible story starts with something sad. 
Jesus had died. But, what happened next is the happi-
est thing ever: Jesus has risen and is alive! As Chris-
tians we celebrate that happy day every year, and it is 
called Easter. The children will have various activities 
that they will be doing each week to learn the story. 
 

As parents, please take the time to read the story with 
your child and talk about how during Lent we reflect 
on this time in Jesus‘ life when He experienced both 
joy and suffering. Jesus suffered and died for our sins 
so that we have hope. Give thanks to God with your 
children for His sacrifice and promise of a new life! 
 

Please watch your e-mail for the family page which is 
sent out at the beginning of each rotation. The activi-
ties and discussion ideas help you talk with your chil-
dren about what they are learning in Sunday School. If 

you have not received this page, it could be because 
we do not have your e-mail address. Please send us a 
quick e-mail at messiah.ce@messiah-wauconda.org, 
and we will be certain to add you to the contact list. 
 

Vacation Bible School planning is underway. Registra-
tion will be sent out via e-mail the first week of March 
to all Sunday School registrants, those who attended 
last year‘s VBS and our Messiah preschool families. We 
welcome everyone, so invite your friends and 
neighbors! Vacation Bible School will be held June 14-
18 from 9am to noon. This year‘s theme is SonQuest 
Rainforest. The themes for each day: the kids will Get 
it!, Get Found!, Get God‘s Love!, Get Praying!, Get Go-
ing! as they explore the word of God. 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion lessons begin in 
March. This year‘s 5th graders will participate in the 
celebration on May 1 at the 5pm worship service. All 
5th grade parents will be contacted in the beginning of 
February to notify them of the orientation meeting. 

Christian Education 

Bonnie Murphy, 550-1343 —Susan Vrenios, 438-6280Co-directors 

Troop 90 has an exciting program prior to 
summer. Among the activities planned are a 
ski trip, sports nights, campouts and hikes 
plus a whitewater raft trip. During the sum-
mer we will have a high adventure canoe trip 
in remote Manitoba, a week-long camp in up-
per Wisconsin, and possibly a road trip to Mt. 
Rushmore. We meet on Thursday nights at 
7:30 in the Enrichment Center. If you are 
eleven years old or older and have an interest 
in fun, the outdoors, and service—come join 
us. 

Vinnie Jordan, 526-3316 

Boy Scout Troop 90 

We learn new things and have all 
kinds of fun at Messiah’s Vacation 
Bible School. 

mailto:messiah.ce@messiah-wauconda.org


The Voice  February 2010 | 7 



8 | Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church  Wauconda, IL 

Valentine’s Day  
Potluck Dinner 

Steve Karnatz, 526-2055 
snkarnatz@ameritech.net 

      

Sunday, February 14, 5-7pm 
 

This Valentine‘s day, everybody‘s invited—couples, 
singles and families alike—to gather and celebrate 
God‘s gift of marriage.  

 

When Pastor Dawn was uplifting married couples 
recently, many couples present had been married 
50+ years. This has served as the inspiration for 
celebrating the long-term commitment to marriage 
that many have made. Sharing deep love requires 
more than just a Valentine‘s Day romance. The joy 
that comes from seeing shared love that has blos-
somed and grown for many decades is hard to 
measure and provides strength to everyone. 
Through marriage, God has given us the opportu-
nity to see how wonderful and sometimes how 
hard it is to share unconditional love.‖ Let‘s rejoice 
because love does shine through. It is the loving 
family around us that helps us grow and recognize 
that the secret to keeping a marriage alive isn't in 
―getting love‖—it‘s in ―giving love‖!  This is why the 
full Messiah family is called to join together and 
rejoice with the Lord.  
 

Bring wedding photos to share Sunday morning, 
February 14 and pick them up after the dinner. 
Older family wedding photos welcome. After din-
ner, there will be a Golden Anniversary Newlywed 
game. 
 

Bring a main dish or salad to pass. Sign-up is not 
required; it just helps with the planning.  
 

Stewardship: 
Making it a Priority 

This Year 
 
Stewardship is caring for the resources God has en-
trusted to our care. These resources include our 
time, talents and treasures. Being a good steward 
also includes how we care for ourselves, our famiy 
and friends, our congregation and our community.  

 

As stewards, it‘s important to periodically ask: am I 
responsibly stewarding my time, talents and treas-
ures? One way of doing so is by sharing them with 
others. 
 

Take a moment to reflect on the resources God has 
entrusted to your care and how you might share 
them with others. 
 
John Messerschmidt, 526-1553  
john.messerschmidt@thrivent.com.  

Women’s Salad 
Potluck Luncheon 

 

On Saturday, March 13, please join us from 11:30 
to 2 for Messiah‘s Annual Women‘s Health and 
Wellness Salad Pot Luck Luncheon. Please bring a 
salad to share. We will have lunch and socialize 
from 11:30 to 1. After lunch, Mary Lou Falk, from 
Life Line Screening, will do a presentation on the 
warning signs and risk factors associated with 
stroke. She will also outline the steps you can take 
to help reduce your stroke risk and steps to work 
on a personal wellness program. Come and join us 
for this fun and educational day. If you have any 
questions, please contact Nancy Karnatz, 526-2055 
or Marilyn Dick, 526-7814.  

Using Messiah’s Vehicles 
 

1. Drivers must be approved in advance by vehicle 
administrators, Fred Morrison or John Adams. 

2. All Messiah vehicles used must be scheduled in 
advance by JoAnn Freeman, church secretary.  

3. You must leave a photo of your driver’s license 

and insurance certificate in the key box. 

4. The trip records under the key box are to be 

completely filled out when you take a key and 

when you return it. You should also fill out the 

trip record in the van. 

5. Report any mechanical problems on the trip re-

cord. 

6. No drivers under 21 are allowed to drive except 

under extreme emergencies. 

7. Only drivers with a commercial driver’s license 

can drive the bus. 

8. The user of any vehicle will be responsible for 

refilling the gas tank. On trips of 25 miles or less 

this rule may be waived by payment of 50¢ per 

mile. If your organization has an account with 

the church, you can charge it on the trip record 

sheet. 

9. Vehicles should be left clean of all trash. 

 

Vehicle administrators, 

Fred Morrison, 548-0740 

John Adams, 548-5672 

mailto:snkarnatz@ameritech.net
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With sentimental cards, hugs and kisses, we celebrate 
Valentine‘s Day. This February our Kids Club children 
will focus on love and hearts. We will explore the spe-
cial bonds of friendship and celebrate these special 
relationships with pictures and necklaces. The chil-
dren will also participate in the American Dental As-
sociation celebration of Dental Health Month. We will 
meet Mr. and Mrs. Tooth and learn about good oral 
health habits. 
 

Looking for something for your child to do on Presi-
dents‘ Day, February 15?  Why not consider having 
them join Kids Club? We will be going to the Lake 
County Discovery Museum to learn about animal ar-
chitecture. We will enjoy the displays and on-site ac-
tivities and then return to Kids Club for a pizza lunch. 
 

For information about Kids Club or to register for our 
Presidents‘ Day program, please call the office at 526-
7112. 
 

Blessings, 
Eileen Miller, Director 

Be strong and let your heart 
take courage, all you who 
hope in the Lord.                                  
                Psalm 31:24 

Snow, snow, snow! We had so much fun with snow at 
the preschool! We played inside and outside with 
snow. We learned all about animals that live in snowy 
and icy regions of the earth. Some of us even built our 
own igloos. We had a special time on a Saturday with 
our dads or other family members and shared a typi-
cal preschool day. January was a special time indeed. 

February brings extra love to the preschool. The chil-
dren will share Jesus‘ love with one another and join 
in the excitement of mailing Valentine cards. Special 
gifts for families will be created by little hands to 
share love. Hugs and kisses will decorate the hall-
ways. The children will also learn how to care for 
their bodies with a focus on health and healthy eating 
habits. They will enjoy some construction fun and 
learn about presidents as we celebrate Presidents‘ 
Day at school.  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 7! The pre-
school is planning a spring break get-away event for 
families from 3 to 5 that afternoon. Families are in-
vited to join us for a variety of child friendly activities 
as we ―travel‖ around the country together. Watch for 
more information in the church bulletins and pre-
school flyers. 

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year is ongo-
ing, and many classes are filling up quickly, so tell 
your family and friends to join us soon for a tour and 
introduction to the wonderful learning experience at 
Messiah‘s preschool. Contact us at messiah.preschool 
@messiah-wauconda.org or 526-7476. 

Blessings, 
Lynda Janezic 

 

Messiah Preschool News 

Happy Kids Club children do a “Winter Wonderland” display 

mailto:messiah.preschool@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:messiah.preschool@messiah-wauconda.org
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Led by Dr. Gary Chapman, author of the best-selling 
Five Love Languages, this conference is not a dry, 
formal, marriage seminar—it is a time of fun and dis-
covery that can help you build the love relationship 
of your dreams. Whether you are getting married 
in six months—or have been married 60 years—you‘ll 
get solutions you can use. With Biblical advice and a 
healthy dose of laughter, Dr. Chapman gives valuable 
tips on breaking unhealthy patterns and choosing to 
develop a God-honoring, happy marriage. 

Couples, both married and engaged, will benefit from 
practical sessions addressing topics like communica-
tion differences, dealing with criticism, understand-
ing love languages and making sex mutually fulfill-

ing. Join us for a day that will be a highlight for your 
marriage! 

Tickets are $50 per person at the door, $45 online 
(moodyconferences.com) and $40 for groups of 12 or 
more. Steve and Nancy Karnatz are coordinating a 
group, and all are welcome to join. This is a WMBI  
(90.1 FM) conference sponsored by Alpine Chapel in 
Lake Zurich. Please share this information about this 
Chicago-wide event in your backyard with your friends 
and neighbors. So, pray for your spouse, pray for the 
marriages around you and  Remember, ―love is a 
verb.‖ 

Saturday, March 20, 9–3:30  
Lake Zurich High School Performing Arts Center   

Steve Karnatz, 526-2055  
snkarnatz@ameritech.net 

CLEANING  
FOR A REASON 

 

If you know any woman currently undergoing breast cancer 
treatment, please pass the word to her that there is a cleaning 
service that provides free housecleaning—one time per month 
for four months while she is in treatment. All she has to do is 
sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treat-
ment. Cleaning for a Reason will have a participating maid 
service in her zipcode area arrange for the service. This or-
ganization serves the entire USA and currently has 547 part-
ners to help these women. See: www.cleaningforareason.org 

Care Network 
 

On February 18 at 10:30am Care Net-
work with Pastor Chuck will conduct 
their first closed-circuit worship ser-
vice with Holy Communion in the 
chapel for patients and visitors at 
Good Shepherd Hospital. 
 

If you are interested in assisting with 
this service, please call Cindy Scholl, 
726-1207, or Lynn Chmiel, 550-8808. 

http://www.cleaningforareason.org/
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January 13, 2010 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
The first chaotic reports and images now are coming out of Haiti, documenting the 
devastation caused by yesterday‘s massive earthquake. Haitian officials estimate that 
more than a hundred thousand people may have died and that the quake destroyed 
major parts of the capital, Port-au-Prince. 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America already is responding through the Lu-
theran World Federation‘s Haiti Program. Given the devastation caused by this earth-
quake, the ELCA has committed an initial $250,000 from ELCA International Disaster 
Response for Haiti and has authorized an additional $500,000 as congregations re-
spond both to the immediate needs and long-term rebuilding efforts. 
 
We give thanks to God that LWF staff escaped injury from the earthquake. We also 
give thanks that we have trusted and effective partners on the ground in Haiti who 
already are at work helping earthquake survivors. The ELCA is the largest regular sup-
porter of the LWF‘s program in Haiti, which helps communities escape the deep pov-
erty in which so many Haitians live. Since staff is already in place, no precious time 
will be lost in shaping an effective response. The work of providing food and shelter 
and in helping people to rebuild their lives is under way. 
 
We give thanks also for our partners in this work. The LWF staff in Haiti also was 
tapped to coordinate the responses of Protestant and Orthodox churches throughout 
the world through Action by Churches Together (ACT). In addition, the ELCA, in coor-
dination with the Florida-Bahamas Synod, will be working to provide disaster support 
to and possibly through the emerging Lutheran church in Haiti. 
 
More details of the ELCA's response and a disaster insert for congregational use are 
posted on www.elca.org/disaster as communication channels are restored. Please 
share with members and friends both the urgent need in one of the United States‘ 
closest neighbors and the effective means by which their church is responding. Please 
go to http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake or call 800-638-3522 to give toward our 
response to the disaster in Haiti.  
 
In God‘s grace, 
 
Mark S. Hanson 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

HAITI DISASTER RELIEF      

 
Donations to Haiti disaster relief can be made through Messiah to ELCA Disaster Response (Haiti 
Earthquake Relief Specific) by using the yellow envelopes in the pews. Check ―other‖ and write 
―Haiti.‖ One hundred percent of each donation goes to relief. 
  
Also, Thrivent members can get a 50% match by donating through www.thrivent.com/
helpinghaiti or by calling 800-236-3736 and when prompted, say ―directory‖ and enter 83003. 
  
The following letter is from Mark Hanson, ELCA Presiding Bishop.  
 

http://www.elca.org/disaster
http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake
http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti
http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti
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Birthdays in February 
Durante, Christina 9 
Krieter, Kyle 9 
Landwehr, Edie 9 
Mantell, Jacob 9 
Nedli, Randi 9 
Rowley, Steve 9 
Whitman, Peggy 9 
Berg, Aimee 10 
Day, Karen 10 
Keagle, Jim 10 
McKeon, Alyssa 10 
Olson, Lorri 10 
Pearl, Bruce 10 
Vrenios, Michelle 10 
Berzigan, Ed 11 
Bobowski, Lindsay 11 
Bobowski, Tyler 11 
Falconer, Caitlin 11 
Fritz, Alexandra 11 
Raaths, Jennifer 11 
Jarcik, David 12 
Lulis, Dave 12 
Markko, Beth 12 
Richards, Makayla 12 
Salte, Terry 12 
Wisniewski, Tasha 12 
Filipiak, Charles 13 
Krachtus, Carlie 13 
Reyes, Alexander 13 
Voeller, Kasey 13 
Ciezak, Aleena 14 
Frey, Mike 14 
Hewes, Katie 14 
Nikolich, Christine 14 
Carlson, Daniel 15 
Falk, Matthew 15 
Jones, Ed 15 
Kane, Laurie 15 

Miller, Don 15 
Mueller, Remi 15 
Way, Kevin 15 
Wright, Bridget 15 
Zinke, Alec 16 
Duffy, Andris 16 
Edwards, Catherine 16 
Harrop, John 16 
Harrop, William 16 
Hornsby, James 16 
Carpenter, Jessica 17 
Osburn, Ashton 17 
Ruhnke, Kurt 17 
Dunn, Joan 18 
Lunsford, Christian 18 
McNulty, Jack 18 
Miller, Amanda C. 18 
Offenwanger, Walter 18 
Pate, Michael Jr. 18 
Shaver, Matthew 18 
Beck, Derek 19 
Clark, Tori 19 
Copp, Pat 19 
Cutro, Tricia 19 
Himmelmann, Rhiannon 19 
Merkner, Charles 19 
Nebert, Dawn 19 
Verdico, John Jr. 19 
Adams, David 20 
Allare, Mike 20 
Carpentier, Kaylee 20 
Howell, Cameron 20 
Olson, Dan 20 
Schmitz, Derik 20 
Brinkman, Amy 21 
Day, Ellen 21 
Innes, Kelcey 21 
Matasek, Mary Kay 21 

Richartz, Stephanie 21 
Liddell, Mark 22 
Lloyd, Robert 22 
Lloyd, Sara 22 
Meyer, Carol 22 
Niziolek, Karen 22 
Nordmark, Brynn 22 
Pennino, Kim 22 
Schildkraut, Eric 22 
Dempsey, Jacob 23 
Nelson, Jeannine 23 
Ross, Laura 23 
Salte, Katie 23 
Blomberg, Erik 24 
Jukich, Jenene 24 
LaBelle, Nick 24 
Reinhardt, Mary 24 
Boe, Sara 25 
Helms, Kristin 25 
Irlbeck, Jim 25 
Ziemba, Tom 25 
Benson, Debbie 26 
Karris, Jack 26 
Myers, Russ 26 
Rennels, Kelly 26 
Bezirgan, Kayla 27 
Karnatz, Nancy 27 
Kasula, Dean 27 
Mantell, Sophie 27 
Mullaney, Dolores 27 
Niziolek, Bridget 27 
Ruhnke, Dawn 27 
Whitman, Melissa 27 
Carlson, Zachary 28 
Harling, Vicki 28 
Schultz, Eric 29 

Capek, Jessica 1 
Henrie, Madelyn 1 
Meeke, Tina 1 
DeWyze, Jared 2 
Kazimour, Jake 2 
Prate, Nicole 2 
Anderson, Toni 3 
Fritz, Danielle 3 
Himmelmann, Debbie 3 
Johnson, Christopher 3 
Messerschmidt, Sarah 3 
Sandquist, Benjamin 3 
Brandt, Michael 4 
Graber, Colin 4 
Hayek, Michael 4 
Lomas, Amy 4 
Snedecor, Jessica 4 
Burmeister, Makala 5 
Fella, Cassidy 5 
Henrie, Cole 5 
Langel, Brooke 5 
Fewkes, Maggie 6 
Hoffman, Matthew 6 
Kerbs, Bob 6 
Lundsten, Jordan 6 
Lunsford, Hal 6 
Morrison, Jacqueline 6 
Bell, Gracey 7 
Crispe, John Jr. 7 
Dungjen, Hannah 7 
Isaacson, Ryan 7 
Penar, Larry 7 
Erdstrom, Caileigh 8 
Thomas, Julie 8 
Thompson, James 8 
Whiteley, Jean 8 
Ahlgren, Kendra 9 
Carlson, Benjamin 9 

In the fall publication of 
Libraries Alive by the Na-
tional Church Library As-
sociation, it was reported 
that by the age of 50 
most people will experi-
ence some form of vision 
loss or impairment. As 

baby boomers age, millions of Americans experi-
ence vision loss and other related conditions. The 
U.S. Census Bureau reports that nearly 8,000 people 
celebrate their 60th birthday every day. Twelve per-
cent of the U.S. population is in the ―older adult‖ 
category, and the fastest growing segment is people 
over age 85.  
 

Millions cannot read 11-point type. (This is an ex-
ample of 11-point type.) The demand for large- 
print books has more than doubled over the past 

two decades. (This is am example of 
16-point type used in large print 
books.)   
 

Large-print books debuted about 30 years ago. They 
were simply photographic enlargements of regular 
print books. Today large-print books are retypeset 
in the easy-to-read 16-point type, use white paper 
to reduce glare and are the same size as standard 
books.  
 

Our Messiah library has a collection of fiction in 
large print. As donations or funding makes it possi-
ble, the collection will be expanded. If you have any 
questions regarding the large-print selections, 
please call Grace at 526-4306. 

Library News 



The Voice  February 2010  | 13 

Thank You 
to the following for your Special Gifts! 

 
In Memory of George Anderson 

Kay Fraser 
 

In Memory of Henry Criscione 
Diane Criscione 

 

Deborah Circle  

Deborah Circle will meet 
Wednesday, February 10, 
at 9:30am at Sandy Ol-
son's house, 807 S. Wil-
low Walk Drive, Palatine. 
Mary Miller will be the co-

hostess and Judy Snow will facilitate the meeting. 
We will be discussing week 4, pages 56-70 in our 
book, Fingerprints of God. Please call Jo Ann, 540-
0835, with any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Circle enjoyed their January meeting at the 
home of Fred and Jenny Heagarty (son and daughter-in-
law of Mary Lasell) where they stuffed socks for PADS 
Valentine’s Day gift. 

Sam 
 

Hi Folks, 
 

It's Sam the churchmouse here.  
 

A recent article in the Daily Her-
ald featured Jan Higbea. The arti-
cle said she would be perfect as a 
rent-a-grandma because of her cooking hot meals 
and baking coffee cakes for people in need of com-
fort and joy, knitting baby sweaters for a new 
grandchild and bringing out the little extras when 
entertaining. Even her recipe for pork parmesan 
was included. The article goes on to talk about her 
thoughtfulness and her volunteering at 
church. Congratulations, Jan, your efforts are ap-
preciated. 
 

Also featured in the Daily Herald was an article 
about Paul and Sue Hutchings opening Putt N‘ Play, 
a glow-in-the-dark miniature golf facility and paint-
ball target range. It is located at the southwest cor-
ner of Routes 12 and 22. Good luck Paul and Sue on 
your new business venture; it sounds like fun. 

Until next time … Sam 
 

Dear Friends,   
 

We want you to know how much we appreciate 
the care and support of our family. The outpour-
ing of large-hearted kindnesses has over-
whelmed us. We have been blessed by thought- 
ful gifts, and especially by friendship. At such a 
busy time as Christmas with everyone stretched 
in so many ways, so many reached out to help 
and encourage us. 
 

We‘ve always heard God works in mysterious 
ways. From the loss of our home and ‗stuff‘ in 
the fire we‘ve gained a true sense of what‘s really 
important: being thankful for family and friends, 
being kind and loving, living simply and being 
grateful for each day. More important than any 
stuff we may have accumulated, we treasure this 
life lesson—to love one another. Thank you for 
the gifts—it is a rich blessing. 
 

I have always found comfort in these words: 
     Happy Moments - Praise God 
     Quiet Moments - Worship God 
     Difficult Moments - Seek God 
     Painful Moments -  Trust God 
     Every Moment -  Thank God 
 

May God strengthen all of us and keep us in his 
tender care.  
 

The DeWyze Family 
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Worship Services 
SATURDAY, 5pm 

SUNDAY, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 12:30 and 7:30pm  

Wednesday Lenten Services, 7:30pm 
 

Join in the fellowship between services! 
 

  

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 
 

SandyPoint Dental 

In Our Prayers ... 
 

Jules and Marilyn Becker  
Zach Carlson and family  
Penny Claiborne  
Cassie Day 
Ester Dennis 
Sue Kasula 
Dolores, Frank and Keith Polifka 

Through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism We Welcome … 
 

April Dawn Chambers on January 9 

We Extend Our Condolences to ... 
 

Bobbie and Frank Kalinoski and family at the death of Bobbi‘s mother, Eleanor Gilbert 
The Sandquist family at the death of Fred‘s uncle, Robert Pepper 
Doree and Maggie Hazen at the death of Bette Walz 
 

Messiah’s Family 

Birth Announcements … 
 

Grace Tamara Siler, born December 9, 
(proud grandmother, Chris Shelton) 
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