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More people 
at Messiah 
means many 
exciting 
things: more 
ministry, 
more oppor-
tunities for 
relationships, 
more re-
sources to 
feed the hun-
gry and more 

hope and care for those who need 
us most. At our annual meeting, 
the challenge was put on the table 
to have 500 people in worship 
three weeks in a row in both the 
spring and the fall of 2010. (For 
about twelve years now the usual is 
400-450 worshipers each week.) 
The spring is the easy part: Palm 
Sunday (March 27 and 28), Easter 
(April 4) and Summer Fun Sunday 
(April 10 and 11). Be sure to be 
there and bring your friends and 
neighbors! 
 

The fall is where our Worshiping 
Community Task Force comes in. 
This group, appointed by Messiah‘s 
church council, has been working 
for about a year now with three 
goals in mind: 1) creating full, dy-
namic, meaningful services of wor-
ship, 2) connecting more people to 
each other as well as Messiah min-
istries, and 3) connecting more 
people to Bible study and other 
adult education opportunities on 
Sunday mornings. We have visited 
and learned from other congrega-
tions, talked extensively with Mes-
siah ministry directors and council, 

met with ministry groups and 
talked with many of you as well. 
Yet now we really need all of your 
input. Based on initial feedback, 
surveys and conversation, we 
would like to start something new 
in the fall. Here is what we have 
come up with: 
 

In the fall, we would like to try 
something completely additive 
without changing any worship 
times. The proposal is to have the 
9 and 10:30am program offerings 
on Sunday morning be identical. 
That means worship, adult educa-
tion and Sunday School would be 
offered at both 9 and 10:30am. 
Right now 9am worship is full, and 
since it is the only service with 
Sunday School, that means we can-
not grow in families with Sunday 
School children in our current set-
up. By adding the 10:30am option, 
we make more room at 9am and 
potentially begin having many 
more people at 10:30am. Plus, in 
this new structure, families with 
children have all four of these op-
tions every week! 
 
9am  Kids go to Sunday School 
  Parents attend adult  

education 
10:30am Kids and parents wor-

ship together 
or 

9am  Kids and parents wor-
ship together 

10:30am Kids go the Sunday 
School 

  Parents attend adult  
education 

                     (Continued on page 6) 

500 in Our 50th Year 
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New Life Divorce Support Group 

 

Messiah‘s New Life Divorce Support Group is a min-
istry which is open to anyone who is recently di-
vorced or in the process of divorcing. The group 
provides helpful spiritual support for all those seek-
ing guidance and healing on their journey to   
wholeness. 
 

In addition, New Life offers support through discus-
sion of important topics such as dealing with emo-
tional overload, effective communication tools, prac-
tical survival techniques and stress management. 
 

Our Spring session includes these topics: 
April 11:  Parenting Issues 
April 18:  Understanding New Relationships 
April 25:  Conversations with God 
May 2:     Acknowledging Our Grief 
May 9:     Forgiving Ourselves and Others 
May 16:   Rituals for Closure 
May 23:   Creating New Memories 

 

Please consider joining us or inviting your friends or 
family members to New Life. Currently attended by 
women, this ministry is also available to men. Please 
contact Pastor Hass if you are interested in leading 
or assisting in forming a men‘s Group. 
 

New Life meets every Sunday from 10:30am to noon 
in Messiah‘s Spirituality Center. Childcare is 
provided. For more information, please call Doree 
Hazen, 471-8461 or Pastor Dawn Hass, 815-404-
3431. 
 

Gift of the Spirit for April 
Our Lord has written the promise of the Resurrection  
in every leaf of Springtime.  

  — Martin Luther 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from the 
 

Messiah Spirituality Center 

Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431  
 
 
Yesterday, 1964‘s so far away    
Yet the memories are here to stay 
Oh, I remember yesterday. 
 

Suddenly, I‘m the man I never dreamed I‘d be 
Surely God is watching over me 
Oh, yesterday came suddenly. 
 

It doesn‘t seem all that long ago that the Beatles 
were bursting out from their roots in Liverpool to 
become not merely the ―next big thing,‖ but the 
―big thing‖ that has lasted over 40 years. I was just 
a kid in ‗64—eight years old—when my mom 
bought an album, the Beatles Second Album, a U.S. 
only release from Capital Records, rushed to the 
market when it became apparent that anything by 
the Beatles would sell out—quickly. 
 

Well, 1964 came and went, and I grew up Catholic, 
like many of us, in suburban Chicago. Music has 
come and gone since then—Chicago, Jim Croce, 
Steely Dan, Deep Purple—but the Beatles hold a 
special place in my heart. Too, I know that God has 
always been with me—He‘s shown me, in quite ob-
vious ways a number of times—how He has taken 
care of me.  
 

I know I‘m not the only person to have ever 
thought of rewriting the lyrics to Beatles songs, 
and I‘m not the only person who‘s wanted to do 
this Beatles Service. But writing this has brought 
together two of the greatest influences in my life ... 
music and a love for God—the greatest of all the 
influences I‘ve had. So please take this for what it 
is—a love song to our Lord, as we remember the 
music of yesterday. 
 

Yesterday, 1964‘s so far away 
Yet the memories are here to stay 
Oh, I remember yesterday. 
 

Lyrics and worship service designed and written  
by Mark Dopita 

 

                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Music Ministry 

SANS Praising God  

Leading Worship  

To the Music of the Beatles on  

April 17— 5pm   

April 18—7:30, 9 and 10:30am 

Potluck to follow 



The March 2 council meeting started 
with a special presentation by Bonnie 
Murphy and Susan Vrenios on pro-
posed elementary Christian Education 
program changes.  
 Vacation Bible School—There will 

be no size limit imposed this year 
for VBS. Sue and Bonnie have pro-
posals for two possible situations: 
1)  221–240 kids; 2)  241–270 kids. 
Plans include the addition of new 
adult teachers, helpers and addi-
tional space to accommodate the 
numbers registered. VBS registra-
tion will be increased from $30 to 
$35 per child for supplies.  

 Sunday School—Sunday School 
will be in session every Sunday 
next year; there will be no Worship 
with Family Sundays. This will re-
quire adding a sixth rotation, 
which will require additional cur-
riculum and volunteers.  

 Second Sunday School option— 
proposal is to offer Sunday School 
at both the 9 and 10:30 services. 
This would allow families to at-
tend church and Sunday School at 
either service. Many additional 
staff and volunteers would be re-
quired. However, 5th graders 
would not have the option of both 
services during their Holy Com-
munion classes.  

 Sunday School registration fees for 
2010 will be increased from $5 to 
$10 per child with a $30 max per 
family.  

 

During the Loving Community portion 
of the meeting Pastor Dawn asked 
each council member to think about 
where they have seen Loving Commu-
nity at work.  
 

Pastor Dirk provided a written report. 
He highlighted the active month at 
Messiah with the Mardi Gras talent 
show, Augustana College Symphonic 
Band, and Four Strings Attached con-
certs. He also stated that a sound ex-
pert spent eight hours of his time at 
Messiah helping adjust the sound sys-
tem in the sanctuary. The sound is 
much better throughout the sanctu-
ary. He also highlighted that  we are 
having first communion for 5th grad-
ers on May 1 and Confirmation for 8th 

graders on May 2. He also uplifted  
Financial Peace University, which will 
be offered at Messiah in April. 
 

Pastor Dawn provided a written re-
port. She highlighted all of the busy 
activities in the past month including 
the Valentine‘s Day potluck, Boy Scout 
Sunday and the New Member Dinner. 
She also highlighted the preschool 
fundraiser Sunday, March 7. On March 
14, Love INC (In the Name of Christ)  
will be preaching, and Good Samaritan 
will have their ―Mission Outreach‖ 
weekend. On April 11, LOMC (Luth-
eran Outdoor Ministry Center) will be 
preaching, and we will highlight sum-
mer activities at Messiah. Pastor Dawn 
is working with the Metropolitan Chi-
cago Synod on the stewardship team 
preparing a strategy for the June 4-5 
synod assembly. Ministry directors 
will meet March 18. 
 

The 50th Anniversary plans continue 
with items highlighted throughout the 
year. Save the date cards (Sunday, May 
23) were sent out to Synod and past 
members and friends of Messiah.  
 

Mutual Ministries will be divided into 
two groups: Staff Support and Mutual 
Ministries. Staff Support will primarily 
work with personnel issues and Mu-
tual Ministries will work to keep the 
ministers and the congregation on the 
same page.  
 

Cleanup day will be Saturday, April 
10, from 8 to 5. Rain date will be April 
24. Lunch will be offered for the 
cleanup crew.  
 

Randy Johnson will meet with Lake 
County officials to set up a work 
schedule to be done by people requir-
ing public service hours. Randy will 
coordinate work with a Messiah spon-
sor.  
 

Property announced that four toilets 
need to be fixed. Two by preschool are 
already shut down. Cost will be from 
$3000 to 6000 using Messiah labor.  
 

 

 

 

 

Note: the Council Highlights are not the en-
tire, official minutes of the monthly council 
meeting. Minutes are available on request 
after they are approved at the next monthly 
meeting.  

March Council Highlights 
 

Nancy Karnatz, 526-2055 
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Summer 

Fun 

Sunday 

 

Saturday, 

April 10 

 

Sunday, 

April 11 

 

Sunglasses 

 

Flip Flops 

 

Shorts 

 

Fun! 

 

Fun! 

 

Fun! 
 

See Article 
Page 6 



4 | Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church  Wauconda, IL 

Good Samaritan Ministry 

Lana Steinecker, 438-5257 
Stephen Ministry 

Jane Reents, 526-6013 
 

April 11 is the first day of Stephen Minis-
try‘s fourth annual flower fundraiser. April 
11 is also Summer Fun Sunday. Think 
spring and come looking for ideas for fun. 
Other dates for taking orders will be April 
17, 18 and 25. There will be a box right out-
side the sanctuary to put your orders in. 
The date to pick up flowers will be on Satur-
day May 15.  
 

Our Stephen Ministry retreat was dynamic, 
enriching and relaxing. Although we didn‘t 
get to do any hiking because of the soggy 
weather, we enjoyed sitting by the fireplace. 
It was a very good weekend.  
 

Love INC Southwest 
Last month we were privileged to have Pastor Eric Lerew, 
chairman of the board and Joe Besenjak, executive director, 
come to Messiah and share some information about the 
startup of Love INC Southwest. 
 

Welcome to America Pack 
It‘s that time of year again when we get the spring bug to 
start cleaning out closets and cabinets. Hang on to those 
items that are in good shape, and donate them to our wel-
come pack. The pack helps a refugee family when they first 
arrive in our country with everyday items they can use in 
the kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. We will start collect-
ing in April, so look for the signup sheet on the Good Sa-
maritan kiosk. Items can be used but must be in excellent 
condition. New items are also accepted. For info call Debbie 
Takazawa 382-2302. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Med Packs for Bright Hope International 
If you forgot to return your Med Pack, you can still bring it 
in. Please drop it in the large box by the women‘s wash-
room. Questions? Call Lana. 

 

Hike for Life 
Tri-County Pregnancy and Parenting Services is a vital min-
istry in our communities. They have been serving women in 
Lake and McHenry Counties for over 21 years, helping them 
through unplanned pregnancies. The Hike for Life is 3.5 
mile walk to be held May 8 at the Lakewood Forest Preserve 
in Wauconda from 8am to 11:30am. Kids‘ games, a moon 
walk and a museum to visit are all fun activities to do with 
your family, and all proceeds benefit Tri-County directly. 
Some of the services provided include: abstinence educa-
tion, free pregnancy tests, accurate medical information, 
material support, prenatal and parenting education, post 
abortion restoration/support and a 24-hour hotline. If you 
would like to hike or sponsor a hiker, please contact Lana 
for more info. 

 

Foods Resource Bank 
The final amount we collected from the har-
vest along with Immanuel Lutheran in Col-
fax IL was $22,548.27. This went to the Do-
minican Republic Bateyes Program, which in 
turn will be sent to help the people of Haiti. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make this happen. 

PADS 

 

Are you interested in assuming a leadership 
role in Messiah‘s PADS Ministry? We are look-
ing for several individuals to transition into 
leadership positions with the support of the 
current leaders. For more information contact: 
 

David Isleb, 540-0835, cell, 274-9438, 
davidisleb@comcast.net 

Martha Lemke, 438 1721, cell, 400-4822,  
marthalemke@aol.com 

Lana Steinecker, 438-5257; cell, 323-0399, 
lsteinecker@msn.com 

Steve Snow, 526-6880, cell, 404-6318, 
srsnow47@aol.com   

500 – 500 – 500 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual meeting challenge was to have 
three weekends in a row with 500+ in worship 
twice in 2010 (our 50th Anniversary year). Our 
first opportunity is coming in the next few 
weeks: Palm Sunday (March 27 and 28),  Easter 
(April 4) and Summer Fun Sunday (April 10 and 
11). Please plan to be in worship all of those 
weekends and invite everyone you know! 

mailto:davidisleb@comcast.net
mailto:marthalemke@aol.com
mailto:lsteinecker@msn.com
mailto:srsnow47@aol.com
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Generosity Team 

God Will Provide, Part 2 
 

I just wanted to remind everyone about the two fabu-
lous opportunities that our congregation has to further 
God‘s work through Messiah: 
 

1. The Generosity Team is challenging the congrega-
tion to raise $50,000 in honor of Messiah‘s 50th 
birthday. I am pleased to announce that some mem-
bers of the congregation have agreed to match 50% 
of what Messiah collects for the Birthday Challenge, 
up to $25,000. Imagine the possibilities of how 
many lives can be touched with $75,000!  Some por-
tion of the proceeds will go to Messiah and the 
―Next 50 Years.‖ The rest will be shared outside the 
walls of Messiah, to be determined by the Birthday 
Celebration Committee. Let‘s not lose this opportu-
nity. We can do this! 

2. Also, on this page, you will read about Financial 
Peace University. That class will start on April 8; if 
you have any questions, contact Jessica Harren. 

 

We have been truly blessed with these two opportuni-
ties. Let‘s make the most of them! If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at generos-
ity@messiah-wauconda.org or at 719-2865. Also—way 
to go on keeping up with your 2010 pledges! See the 
chart below. 
 

God Bless, 
Dave Jarcik, Generosity Ministry Director 
(on behalf of Messiah‘s Generosity Team) 

There‘s still time to come to Financial Peace 
University at Messiah. If you‘ve always wanted 
to know more about the intersection of faith 
and money, this class is for you. Over 13 weeks 
during video sessions and small group discus-
sions you‘ll learn God‘s way of handling money 
with Biblically based principles. Everyone is 
welcome—from teenagers to those who are re-
tired—from those whose net worth is negative, 
to those with a net worth of $1 million dollars.  
This class is for everyone. Invite your friends. 
We can now offer our first class on April 8 for 
free, so come and join us. Bring a checkbook in 
case you decide to come back for the next week 
so we can order your materials. Please let Jes-
sica know if you plan to attend. Classes will 
run on Thursday evenings from April 8 to July 
1, from 7 to 9pm in Faith Hall. If you will be in 
need of childcare, please let me know. For 
more information, go to http://
www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/, call me at 
271-6730 or e-mail me at Jessica@jezter.us.  

 

Financial Peace  
University 
at Messiah 

mailto:generosity@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:generosity@messiah-wauconda.org
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1) 

or 
9am  Parents in Worship/Kids in Sunday School 

following the Children‘s Message 
or 

10:30am  Parents in Worship/Kids in Sunday School 
following the Children‘s Message 

 

It gets even better. Messiah‘s Elementary Christian Edu-
cation Ministry is able to offer rotational Sunday 
School (this is the model currently used at 9) at both 9 
and 10:30am and, although we would like families to 
indicate which hour their child(ren) are likely to attend 
Sunday School, families will be able to switch back and 
forth as needed, attending either hour each week. One 
of our greatest hopes is that many families will commit 
to two hours and to worshiping as a family. 

We want you to know that the Worshiping Community 
Task Force also considered an education hour option— 
changing worship times and placing an education hour 
between services. Our greatest concern with this set-up 
is that it would require worship time changes and offer 
fewer options for families. The task force continues to 
discuss this, and we welcome your opinions on this 
model as well. 

The following are ways for you and your family to pro-
vide input:   

1. Call or e-mail any member of the task force. 
2. Come to a Worshiping Community Forum on Sun-

day, April 25 at 10:30 or 11:30am in the Luther 
Center. 

3. Participate in a congregational survey that will be 
taken in worship (just five minutes) on the week-
end of April 24 and 25. 

4. If you will not be at church the weekend of April 24 
and 25, pick up and fill out a survey the weekend 
of April 17 and 18. 

Getting to 500—filling our worship services—
connecting people to each other, ministries and the 
word of God—these are all important, but in the end 
they all serve to carry out the mission that Messiah has 
been given to Welcome Everyone! Make Disciples of 
Everyone! and Share Jesus‘ Love Everywhere! May all 
we do at Messiah carry out this mission and give glory 
to God in heaven! 

Blessings, Peace, and Thank You! 
Pastor Dawn Mass  
and the Worshiping Community Task Force 
 

Dave Kimes, waukimes@aol.com, 526-6507 
Sue Hutchings, suzhutchsz@aol.com, 726-0620 
Pastor Dawn Mass, pastordawn@messiah- 

wauconda.org, 526-7161 
John Messerschmidt, 

johnmesserschmidt@thrivent.com, 526-1553 
Tracy Meyer, tracymeyer@comcast.net, 540-9223 
Barry Polhemus, Chair, b.polhemus@att.net, 540-5691 
Bill Trost, williamtrost@sbcglobal.net, 526-0128 
Pastor Dirk van der Duim, pastordirk@messiah-

wauconda.org, 526-7161 

Summer Fun Sunday!  
Saturday, April 10 and  

Sunday, April 11  
 
Wear your sunglasses, shorts 
and flip flops to worship (we 
think it will be funny if it 
snows)! Russ Senti from the 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministry 
Center will be preaching that day, and there will be 
special information on Vacation Bible School, Messiah 
Kids Club Summer Camp, Messiah‘s new organic gar-
den and other fun ways to get involved at Messiah 
this summer. The Java with Jesus Café will be open 
Sunday with a picnic theme, camp songs will be sung 
during the children‘s message and students from Mes-
siah Lutheran Community Preschool will join us for 
the 10:30am service. 

Worship Leader Training  
Sunday, April 25   

11:30am-12:30pm 
 

Acolytes, altar guild, greeters, readers, ushers and 
worship assistants are invited to a worship leader 
training on Sunday, April 25 
from 11:30am until 
12:30pm. This is for new 
worship leaders (all are wel-
come to join us!) as well as 
experienced leaders. Thank 
you to all Messiah worship 
leaders for helping to make 
worship meaningful. 

mailto:waukimes@aol.com
mailto:suzhutchsz@aol.com
mailto:pastordawn@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:pastordawn@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:johnmesserschmidt@thrivent.com
mailto:tracymeyer@comcast.net
mailto:b.polhemus@att.net
mailto:williamtrost@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pastordirk@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:pastordirk@messiah-wauconda.org
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Christian Education 

Bonnie Murphy, 550-1343—Susan Vrenios, 438-6280, Co-directors 

Boy Scout Troop 90 
 

Troop 90 welcomed 10 new scouts who joined the 
Boy Scouts from Cub Scouts. At our Thursday 
night meetings, they are working to develop profi-
ciency in knots and first aid. In April, there is a 
new scout campout to give them their first oppor-
tunity to use these new skills. John Nielsen is our 
new scoutmaster and has been active in both Cub 
and Boy Scouts. We appreciate the members of 
Messiah who went to the troop's pancake break-
fast on Palm Sunday. We use the monies to fur-
ther expand our outdoors programs. Any boy can 
join the troop as long as he is 11 years old and 
wants to have fun learning about the outdoors. 
We meet at 7:30pm. Adam Kunath, Erik Costello and Ian Wright on 

Boy Scout Sunday 

It is so exciting here in the Elementary Christian Educa-
tion office. Already we have had 51 children register 
for VBS in the first two weeks! Be sure to get your reg-
istration form in so that we can include your child in 
the planning for VBS. This year‘s Vacation Bible School 
will require us to become adventurers traveling upriver 
to discover the vivid rainforest environment. During 
the VBS week, your adventurers will learn five parables 
told by Jesus that will give them the knowledge of 
God‘s word and the opportunity to live out their Chris-
tian faith. 
 

On Monday, the kids will Get It! as they hear the par-
able of the sower and learn the importance of living 
out their belief in God every day. On Tuesday, the kids 
will Get Found! as they hear Jesus tell the parable of 
the lost sheep. They will learn what it means to be lost 
and how we can become part of God‘s family when Je-
sus finds us. On Wednesday, the kids will Get God’s 
Love! as they listen to the parable of the Good Samari-
tan and be inspired to share God‘s love with others. On 
Thursday, the kids will Get Praying! as they discover 
the parable of the friend at midnight. They will under-
stand the reassurance that comes from knowing that 
anytime is the right time to pray to Jesus. On Friday, 
the kids will Get Going! as they hear the parable of the 
talents, our adventurers will go into the world knowing 
that by doing their best, they honor God.  
 

Vacation Bible School runs June 14-June 18 from 9am 
to noon. The program is geared for children who will 
be four years old by June 1 through those children 
who will be entering 5th grade in the fall. We encour-
age all the children to bring a friend from school or 
their neighborhood to share the love of Jesus! Registra-

tion forms are on the Messiah website, being sent to 
you via e-mail if your child attended last year or is reg-
istered in Sunday School and at the Welcome Center. 
Please take the time to fill out the form so that we can 
plan for your adventurer to join in the fun! Completed 
forms can be placed in the box on the wall outside the 
CE office or mailed in to the church. 
 

VBS requires many helping hands. If you are entering 
the 7th grade or older, we would love to have your 
help. Those students who are entering 6th grade are 
welcome to team up with their mom or dad and help 
as a team. The teen spots do fill quickly, so don‘t delay 
in getting in on the fun. If you would like to help, 
please fill out the registration form and turn it in to us 
so that we can begin planning for our valuable volun-
teers. VBS is a fun and energetic program that you will 
be happy to be involved with! 
 

Upcoming Events: On Easter Sunday, April 4, after the 
10:45 service all children 5th grade and under are in-
vited to join in the fun of our annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
Bring your Easter basket to church with you and plan 
to hunt for eggs rain or shine. Please join our 5th 
grade class as they participate in the celebration of 
Holy Communion at the 5pm service on May 1.  
 

We began our final Sunday School rotation this month. 
It is titled David. The children will learn how God knew 
David‘s heart and sent Samuel out to find a king who 
chose David because he had a kind and good heart. 
The children will be challenged to think about what 
God sees in their heart. They will do different activities 
each week to reinforce this lesson.  
 
 



8 | Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church  Wauconda, IL 

Messiah’s Youth   
Angela Yamashita, Youth Director, 526-7161; cell: 721-9263; e-mail: angela.chouinard@messiah-wauconda.org 

April 11—Sunday Café Fund Raiser. Come worship 
God, then eat great food with friends. Proceeds go to 
the six students who made the meal for their mission 
trip to Denver, CO this summer. 

April 12 and 26—Youth Nights. 7-9pm in the Luther 
Center. Topics include the letters from John in the New 
Testament and Hebrews 

April 16-18—Pathway Retreat for 8th graders—all 
Finks invited! The retreat takes place at Phantom 
Ranch Bible Camp. Students meet at 6pm on Friday 
night (please eat dinner on your own before coming to 
church as we will not be eating dinner on Friday night 
at camp), and we‘ll return at 12:30pm on Sunday April 
18. Permission forms required! 

April 22—Thursday 7pm mission trip meeting for stu-
dents and chaperones (parents are not required to   
attend). You‘ll receive your registration forms, packing 

list and detailed information on what we‘ll be doing 
once we are there. 

April 23—Thirty Hour Famine. In conjunction with 
Peace Lutheran Church in Lake Zurich, our students 
who wish to participate will begin the fast (not eating 
solid foods—water and juice are okay) after 1pm on 
Thursday, April 22. Continue to fast, if you wish, until 
we meet  with Peace Lutheran at Messiah on April 23 at 
6pm for a meal and lots of bonding activities. Event 
ends at midnight. We are attempting to fast for 30 
hours as we raise money for starving children around 
the world. Watch for more details to come. 

Save the dates: May 16- Sunday Café Fund Raiser; June 

5-Shanty Town overnight event with Peace Lutheran‘s 

youth group; June 14-18 VBS; June 18-26 mission trip 

to Denver, CO and July 19-24 Leadership Lab. 

Easter Vigil Bonfire  

Worship  
You are invited to our 
Easter Vigil bonfire wor-
ship. The Easter Vigil ex-
perience is one that 
bridges the pain of Good 
Friday with the joy of 
Easter morning. The night 
begins outside around a 
―new fire‖ with a service of 
light, including handheld 
candles and an Easter 

proclamation. Next is the service of readings, where 
we hear retold the history of salvation. This year, 
the drama team will do one of the readings. After 
the exciting Gospel reading where the stone is 
rolled away, we affirm our baptisms and celebrate 
Holy Communion. It is a service full of beauty, rit-
ual, and storytelling. Be prepared to stay for about 
two hours and to deepen your understanding of the 
meaning of Easter and strengthen your faith. You 
are invited to come and hear the Good News 
through light, stories, baptism, and communion at 
5pm on Saturday, April 3. We‘ll meet at the fire pit 
by the Rock Youth House and move into Luther 
Center. If you have questions or would like to read, 
usher, or assist, please contact Jessica Harren at 
Jessica@jezter.us or 271-6730. Blessings on your 
Holy Week journey! 

Manna Card Suggestions 
  
Is there an Easter parade in your future? Use manna 
cards to get your Easter bonnet with all the frills upon 
it at Fashion Bug (9%), JC Penny‘s, Kohl‘s or any op-
tions store, including Old Navy, Gap or Banana Repub-
lic. Don‘t forget to get an Easter outfit to match. For 
your new spring shoes, think of Payless Shoes (18%).    
Coloring eggs will be a snap this year with kits from 
Walgreen‘s, CVS Pharmacy, Walmart or your local 
Jewel or Dominick‘s.   
 

Spring will be here by the end of the month. For all 
your gardening supplies, use a manna card at Ace 
Hardware, Home Depot, Lowe‘s or Menards.   
 

Sally Lubeno, 526-9308 
 

The crew serving breakfast at February’s Café 

mailto:Jessica@jezter.us
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Adult Forum 
Adult Forum meets every Sunday morning at 9:00 in the Martin Luther Center 

 
March 28 
Palm Sunday 

 
Herod’s Temple (DVD and background discussion about Herod): Travel back in time to see the 
way Jesus and his disciples saw the Temple, which they knew as Herod‘s Temple. Through 
the use of animation, we are able to see the temple reconstructed. We are also able to see the 
destruction of the temple in 70 AD 
  
 

April 4 
Easter 

 

Gospel Study 

 
  
In April and early May, our ADULT FORUM focus will be on the Palestinian/Israeli conflict (and its effect upon 
Arab Christians). 
  
We will briefly introduce/ review a movement labeled as Christian Zionism—Christians who actively promote 
the cause of Israel for a variety of questionable reasons. Note the following quote about Christian Zionism from 
the June 2009 issue of The Lutheran: 
  

Some Americans want to see Israel take its place among nations as a strong, free and safe country be-
cause it would be good for Mideast stability, for the people of Israel and for U.S. interests. But Christian 
Zionists have a reason that, for them, trumps all the others: They believe restoration of Israel and the 
Jewish temple is a key to God‘s salvation plan. The idea, say mainline Christian theologians, arises from 
a selective misreading of Scripture. 

  
We will also learn about the ELCA‘s Peace Not Walls initiative and compare our church‘s response to those in the 
adhere to more militant approaches. We will begin by viewing a DVD that highlights some of the major issues 
regarding the division of Palestinians and Jews in today‘s Israel, the role of Christian Zionism, the Lutheran 
Church in (Jordan and) the Holy Land (ELCJHL), and the emigration of Christians out of Israel. 

April 11 

  

The Roots of Christian Zionism:  Milliennialism and Dispensationalism:  A Brief Perspective 

April 18 Milliennialism and Dispensationalism and the ―Rapture Racket‖ 

April 25 Peace Not Walls:  The ELCA‘s initiative in response to the Palestinian and Israeli conflict. 

May 2 

  
Speaker:  Kholoud Khoury:  Please join us for a discussion with Kholoud Khoury, a Palestinian 
Christian, who will provide us with a personal perspective on Israel‘s policies and activities 
regarding the Arab population. She will also clarify what is happening to the Christian popu-
lation and, in particular, what is happening to our Arab Lutheran family. 
  



Messiah Preschool 
News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 50 families enjoyed a Spring Break Get 
Away at our preschool‘s fundraising event on 
March 7. Even the pastors enjoyed a trip to the 
Wild West as you can see in their picture on 
page 14. Children and their families fished in 
the mountains, caught ducks at the beach, 
played with trains, danced and bowled in the big 
city and played bean bag toss with animals in 
the zoo. It was a wonderful time for all! Thank 
you so much for the generosity of church mem-
bers, preschool families, staff and board who 
contributed to the success of the event. 
 

Did March come in like a lion or a lamb? Our 
preschoolers can tell you. The highlight of our 
March curriculum is the Easter story. Even the 
youngest children can share what they learned 
about the beautiful message of forgiveness. 
 

April is a month of celebration. Jesus is alive! 
And spring is here. It is hard to believe we have 
only two months of preschool left before our 
summer break. In April, the children will enjoy 
learning about nutrition, the environment and 
life cycles of plants and animals. The Wauconda 
library will be sending one of the children‘s li-
brarians to share some wiggly, giggly stories 
with us. 
 

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year is 
ongoing, and many classes are filling up quickly, 
so tell your family and friends to join us soon 
for a tour and introduction to the wonderful 
learning experience at Messiah‘s preschool. Con-
tact us at luhl @messiahlutheranpreschool.org 
or 526-7476. 
 

Blessings, 
Lynda Janezic 
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Spring is such a wonderful time of the year. Nature is wak-
ing up from its winter slumber. Buds are blooming, leaves 
unfolding, birds singing and bugs crawling. Our children 
will be learning about all the new life that surrounds 
them. We will recognize Earth Day in celebration of all the 
wonderful things that God has given us to enjoy and take 
care of—bunnies, flowers, butterflies, bees, chicks and 
April showers. 
 

Summer is just around the corner. Along with warm 
breezes and hours of free time, our Messiah Explorers 
Summer Camp will be running. Join us this summer 
―where fun happens while exploring God‘s word.‖ Our 11-
week camp will run June 1-August 13, from 9am to 4pm, 
(extended care is available) and is geared for children en-
tering kindergarten through 5th grade.  
 

We will be running weeklong preschool theme camps in 
June, July and August from 9 to 1. These camps are spe-
cifically designed for your preschooler, ages 3-5 years. 
Pack a lunchbox and join us, as we will be singing songs, 
making crafts, playing games and cooking fun little treats. 
 

Kids Club is looking for a few good men and women who 
would like to get involved in our Kids Club board. We 
meet once a month for 1-2 hours. We would love your in-
put and energy.  
 

For more information on our summer programs and be-
fore and after school programs or board positions, please 
call us at 526-7112 or stop by our website at messiah-
wauconda.org for updates and more detailed information, 
as it becomes available. 
 

Eileen Miller, Director 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth; pro-
claim his salvation day after day.  
           1 Chronicles 16:23 

Playdough time 
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Sam 

Hi Folks, 
 

It's Sam the church-
mouse here with the 
news. 
 

I just heard that Sally 
Lubeno is going to 

Texas in May to participate in the Na-
tional Bowling Tournament. Congratula-
tions, Sally. Good luck, and please let us 
know how you do. 
  

Sarah Ulrich will be in the Wauconda Mid-
dle School play on April 10. She will be 
playing the role of Peggy Albright in The 
Aliens Are Coming, the Aliens Are     
Coming.   

 

That's all for now—keep those notes and 
e-mails coming. 

Until next time … Sam 
 

Why Jelly Beans? 
 

No doubt you saw the table outside the 
sanctuary with the large bowl of Jelly Belly 
Jelly Beans. No doubt you wondered why a 
$1 donation for a bag of jelly beans for 
world hunger would begin to make a differ-
ence. Consider these important facts: 

1. Over 850 million people around the 
world are hungry. 

2. Every day 16,000 children die from 
hunger-related causes—one child 
every five seconds. 

3. Almost one billion people live below 
the international poverty line, earning 
less than $1 per day. 

4. The number of chronically hungry 
people is growing by four million per 
year. 

5. The world‘s poorest people in devel-
oping countries spend up to 80 per-
cent of their income to buy food. 

 
A donation of $1 may seem small. Maybe 
filling Messiah‘s jelly bean globe seemed 
silly. You might not even care how many 
jelly beans it takes to fill Pastor Dirk‘s car 
or our Sanctuary. But someone you do not 
even know is benefitting because you cared 
and made the commitment of a $1 dona-
tion for a bag of jelly beans. It made the 
difference between going to bed hungry or 
having a meal to feed a family. That’s why 
jelly beans! 

Messiah Family Game Day  
Sunday, April 28—3-5pm  

 

Messiah continues its 50th Anniversary Party with a 90s game 
day—Messiah‘s version of a staycation. Bring your favorite 
board game and join us as we celebrate 
through the years. This month we‘ll fo-
cus on the 90s. Last month we enjoyed 
the ―I Love the 80s‖ board game, had a 
blast with Team Pictionary, and worked 
our way around the human Sorry game. 
 

We‘ll have child-friendly video, games 
and snacks to keep the young ones entertained, adults and teen 
helpers to supervise them so adults can join in the fun.  
 

There will be games for young and old. We‘re counting on you 
to bring your favorite board or card game. Dust off the games 
you have sitting on the shelves at home. How about Cribbage 
and Yahtzee? (These will help with math skills—don‘t tell the 
kids). Bring the Uno cards.  
 

We‘re planning to have some tables set aside for those who 
want to sit and play in their own small group—such as Domi-
noes, Sequence, Bingo, or other board games. This will be your 
chance to learn a new game.  
 

If you like to be more interactive, we‘ll divide into teams and 
complete a rotation through a variety of games—a team version 
of Pictionary, 90s Trivial Pursuit, human Sorry board, and more. 
There will be several stations, and teams will rotate through the 
stations and compete against each other. Watch for more infor-
mation in church bulletins. Invite your friends and neighbors. 
 

We‘ll have lemonade and water; but you can bring your own 
soda. Bring a snack to share, and we‘ll have sandwiches, hot 
dogs or sloppy joes at the end of the event. 
 

We‘re looking for volunteers to help teach or explain ―the rules‖ 
of your favorite game. Please let us know if you have additional 
ideas or if you would be willing to help. For more information 
or to volunteer, contact Sally Lubeno at 526-9308 or JoAnne 
Thompson at 224-587-2263.  
 

50th Anniversary Committee 

Cleanup Day at Messiah 
 

Clean up day will be Saturday, April 10, from 
8am to 5pm. Last year we had over 100 vol-
unteers, and we were able to accomplish 
many needed tasks. This year we are hoping 
for over 150 volunteers, and the list of things 
to do is even longer. You will find signup 
sheets in the Gathering Place, so if you can 
give even one hour of time it will help.  

 

Please meet in the Gathering Place for job assignments. Bring 
empty spray bottles and rolls of paper towels.   
 

Fun fact: we have over 1,000 windows that need washing.  

 

Randy Johnson, 540-9704 
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Birthdays in April 
Brewer, Ricks 1 
Dreiling, Jamie 1 
Kathan, Don 1 
Citro, Connie 2 
Croonborg, Cade 2 
Gaide, Carrie 2 
Hill, Joan 2 
Howell, Justin 2 
Tunberg, Nancy 2 
Venhuizen, Erin 2 
Wozny, John 3 
Liddell, Maggie 4 
Scott, Debby 4 
Thomas, Brandon 4 
Davis, Alyssa 5 
Gebert, Mary 5 
Hill, Carolann 5 
Rehak, Jeannie 5 
Schuster, Jared 5 
Supergan, Lauran 5 
Tejeda, Eva 5 
Wynveen, Christopher 5 
Knapp, Helen 6 
McNulty, Tom 6 
Miller, Mary 6 
Schoenhoft, Chris 6 
Wiegel, Madisen 6 
Caroll, Hayden 7 
Chambers, April 7 
Hall, Garrett 7 
Lundsten, Clyde 8 
McGuire, Debbie 8 
Miller, Matthew 8 
Wagner, Andrew 8 
Wagner, Erica 8 
Anderson, Ron 9 
Flood, Bonnie 9 
McCann, Thomas 9 
Murvine, Taylor 9 

Weaver, Jessica 9 
Dettmann, Matthew 10 
Gaide, Bert 10 
Grzeca, Phillip 10 
Haley, Basil 10 
Kidd, Brett 10 
Kraeszig, Alesha 10 
Meyer, Tracy 10 
Neihengen, April 10 
Rennels, Tim 10 
Schulte, Adam 10 
Stengel, Jennifer 10 
Keagle, Tracee 11 
Bermann, Bruce 12 
Bezirgan, Wendy 12 
Herrmann, Travis 12 
Morales, Erin 12 
Pennino, Molly 12 
Weinert, Alyssa 12 
Breecher, Tom 13 
Brenton, Brett 13 
Burns, Lauren 13 
Cherney, Luke 13 
Horn, Kristin 13 
Kerkering, Jennifer 13 
Christ, Trevor 14 
Goff, Tara 14 
Hill, Brandon  14 
Karris, Julia 14 
Lemke, Gerry 14 
Smith, Danielle 14 
Boncosky, Aimee 15 
Conway, Alyssa 15 
Davis, Dan 15 
Richartz, Dylan 15 
Schuhknecht, Wesley 15 
Snedecor, David 15 
Hartmann, Juliana 16 
Hewes IV, Thomas 15 

Jorgensen, Angela 16 
Minard, John 16 
Nedli, B. J. 16 
Olandese, Jennifer 16 
Penar, Cindy 16 
Blair, Debbie 17 
Kreckman, Henry 17 
Murphy, Bonnie 17 
Adams, Marilynn 18 
Brownson, Katie 18 
Kaufman, Linda 18 
Radez, Karen 18 
Carpentier, Kirsten 19 
Swenson, Dylan 19 
Teuber, Cynthia 19 
Benson, Brittany 20 
Benson, Jason 20 
Boncosky, Charlie 20 
Brandau, John 20 
Felderman, Jackson 20 
Osburn, Tiffany  20 
Ross-Schiff, Jessica 20 
Snow, Matthew 20 
Sollenberger, Ryan 20 
Ahlgren, Elizabeth 21 
Igyarto, Cindy 21 
Liddell, Megan 21 
Lloyd, Karen 21 
Lundgren, Jeff 21 
Mincica, Stella 21 
Scholl, Mark 21 
Wynveen, Zachary 21 
Ginali, Alec 22 
Kerkering, Michael 22 
Leopold, Franz 22 
Nick, Bill 22 
Sharp, Kyra 22 
Dadian, Nicole 23 
Defort, Emma 23 

Grau, Bruce 23 
Krueger, Jim 23 
McCann, Michael 23 
Schoepke, Kevin 23 
Boe, Nancy 24 
Martin, Juleann 24 
Rudden, Nicholas 24 
Slankard, Maggie 24 
Greffin, Kya 25 
Kulowitch, Donna 25 
Mincica, Scarlett 25 
Moyer, Bill 25 
Pearl, Mikayla 25 
Brown, Grant 26 
Hazen, Doree 26 
Kristo, Andi 26 
Kunath, Adam 26 
Braun, Sonja 27 
Burton, Jennifer 27 
Olson, Ashley 27 
Potash, Jamee 27 
Berg, Eric 28 
Ginali, Barb 28 
Lucas, Nicole 28 
Merkner, Susan 28 
Poffenberger, Andrea 28 
Skeeters, Natalie 28 
Stigler, Amanda 28 
Anderson, Aubrey 29 
Burch, Judy 29 
Erickson, Lauren 29 
Scheck, Stacey 29 
Tegtmeyer, Kathy 29 
Fritz, Tim 30 
Gonzalez, Melody 30 
Kathan, Benjamin 30 
Sippel, Brett 30 
Tinkoff, Kiersten 30 

Messiah’s new member class—February 21, 2010, left to right: Pete, Christine, Elizabeth and John Nehmzow; Jennifer, 
Joe and Emily Kabrin; Jeremy and Lyric Engelbrecht; Ed Snoke; Cheryl Batchelor and Nicole and Nick, Ella and Melaney 
Wirth (See page 13) 
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Thank You 
to the following for your Special Gifts! 

 
In Honor of Kaylee Jane Markko’s Baptism 

Luke and Nicole Markko 
 

In Memory of Bill Shepherd 
Lynn and Wayne Chmiel 

Joanne Miller 
Ruth Franz 
Joan Hill 

Naomi Haremza 
Gerald and Mary Walters 

Jeanette Speciale 
Rev. James and Jocelyn Christensen 

Sharon Keagle 
Monica and Ben Zuilek 

Cindy and Stephen Scholl 
 
 

 
 

New Members 
 

Cheryl Batchelor—Wauconda—retired; enjoys read-
ing sewing, quilting and crocheting 

Jeremy Engelbrecht and Lyric—Island Lake—likes 
all kinds of art  

Joe and Jennifer Kabrin-Emily—Round Lake 
Beach—Jennifer likes arts and crafts; Joe‘s in-
terests are music, reading, computers and fix-
ing things 

Pete and Christine Nehmzow, Elizabeth and John—
Round Lake—Christine is a senior financial 
analyst and Pete is a service technician. She 
likes scrapbooking and reading; he, astronomy, 
gardening and games 

Edgar Snoke—Hawthorn Woods—mainframe com-
puter programmer who enjoys photography, 
travel, painting and drawing 

Nick and Nikki Wirth, Ella and Melaney—
McHenry—Nikki is a teacher and Nick a carpen-
ter; she does scrapbooking, taking photos, bul-
letin boards, reading spending time with the 
family and game nights. Nick likes sports, 
spending time with the family and cooking 

 

 
Thanks to all of the Messiah pastors and  
friends who prayed for me these past  
weeks. 
 

It was a great comfort. God truly  
does answers prayers. 
  

            Joan Hill 

 

Messiah members … 

 

Thank you to each of you who helped with the Au-
gustana Symphonic Band performance on Thurs-
day, February 25, 2010. Many of you opened your 
homes to the band students or brought food items 
for the dinner for the students and staff—or cook-
ies for the reception following the concert. We ap-
preciate all who helped set-up and take down/
clean up after the dinner and concert.  
 

Thank you to each of you who attended the con-
cert. It is always good to play to an appreciative 
audience. As many of you heard at the concert, the 
band director Dr. James Lambrecht stated, ―We are 
glad to be back at Messiah. When we played here 
four years ago, several of our current band mem-
bers were at the concert and decided to attend Au-
gustana.‖ Four years ago our daughter, Beth, was a 
member of the Augustana Symphonic Band and 
was very glad to have the band perform at her 
church.  
 

Again—thank you to everyone who made this per-
formance and dinner occur at Messiah in the time 
span of four weeks. 
 

May God‘s peace be with each of you, 
Laura and Bob Cloud 
 

Deborah Circle 
 

Deborah Circle will meet 
Wednesday, April 14 at 
9:30am at the home of Jo 
Ann Isleb, 7 Juel Drive, Haw-
thorn Woods. We will be dis-
cussing week 5, pages 72-87 
of our book, Fingerprints of 
God. 
   Jo Ann Isleb,  540-0835. 
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Worship Services 
SATURDAY, 5pm 

SUNDAY, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am  
 

See Holy Week schedule on cover 
Join in the fellowship between services! 

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 

Fox Point 

In Our Prayers ... 
 

Jules Becker   
Zach Carlson and family   
Penny Claiborne     
Ester Dennis  
Rob Hoskins 
Sue Kasula 
Frank and Dolores Polifka 
Bridget Wright  

Through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism We Welcome … 
 

Easton Joseph Klesch on February 20 

We Extend Our Condolences to ... 
 

Sue Shepherd and family at the death of 
Sue‘s husband, Bill 

Messiah’s Family 

CRL 

Pastor Chuck, Pastor Dirk and Pastor Dawn 
Mass having fun at the preschool’s fund 
raiser  
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“Sharing Jesus’ Love” 

Time Sensitive 

Return Service Requested 

 
4/1  Maundy Thursday Worship—7:30pm  

4/2  Good Friday Tenebrae Worship—12:30 and 7:30pm 

4/3  Saturday—Easter Vigil—5pm 

4/4  Easter Sunday Worship—The Resurrection  of our Lord  
  7:30, 9 and 10:45am 

3/27-28     Palm Sunday (Saturday 5pm) Sunday 7:30, 9 and 10:30am 


