
 

 

The Church in a Changing World  
 
Bacteria have discovered the secret of immortality. 
Well, that’s an exaggeration. But according to a story I 
read recently in Aeon magazine, biologists are studying 
the ability of certain bacteria to hibernate, so to say. 
These single-celled creatures survive through periods 
of severe drought, heat, or cold by reshuffling their 
chemical processes. They put up molecular gates around 
their most important parts--gates for which “the only 
key is the return of favorable conditions” (Aeon is published in the UK). It 
seems, though apparently it is not yet known, that bacteria that shut them-
selves down and close themselves off this way can live for decades, centuries, 
or possibly longer. A long-sighted researcher is starting a 500-year-long study 
to learn more about how this happens.  
 
Maybe it’s a sign that I need to get a life, but this made me think of the 
church--not our local congregation, but the universal church. It occurred to me 
that for as long as I’ve been part of the church, some Christians have been 
urging the church to do what those cells do when the environment around them 
becomes unfavorable: put up hard walls around the core of faith and worship 
and prepare to hibernate. There have been times when I’ve shared that view, 
to be honest.  
 
The theory makes a certain amount of sense. The wider culture has become 
less favorable ground for growth. Religious pluralism is a reality now in a way 
that it wasn’t fifty years ago. Jobs, families, and politics are all changing. The 
ethnic makeup of our communities is different than it was when our denomina-
tions were growing and flourishing. One appealing answer is to pull back, to fo-
cus on our essentials, and preserve ourselves until things around us change. 
 
I’ve become convinced, however, that this is not a truly faithful response, and 
it’s probably impossible too. 
 
It’s not faithful because God is the God of all times, places, and people--not 
just the ones that help us to feel like we are prominent and successful. I see 
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this in the gifts that people bring from non-church backgrounds, or from very different church backgrounds, than 
our own northern European version of Lutheranism. They can be challenging gifts, and they can cause the community 
to shift in ways that some of us will understandably find difficult. But God has been at work among them, too, how-
ever different their experiences have been from most of ours. As Christians, we have not only to option but the duty 
to walk with anyone, and to learn from them as best we can. 
 
And I’m starting to think too that it’s just not possible to shut a harsh world out. The church is, as St. Paul tells us, a 
body with many parts, not a single-celled organism. Bodies are always changing along with their world. They’re con-
nected to the world outside. They can’t just shut down and wait. We have to trust that God is at work within us as 
well as around us, and that what God is doing may feel unexpected.  
 
That’s why I’m so excited about and proud of our adult forum series on “The Church in a Changing Neighborhood.” 
We’re asking what it means to be faithful to the God of our whole community, and asking 
ourselves to imagine what that will mean for us. And it’s why I’m looking forward to our next 
two big topics--”The Church in a Changing Culture,” about families, morality,  and the econ-
omy, and “The Church in a Changing Global Environment.” And it’s why I’m excited that we 
push ourselves a little bit in preaching and in worship, and why I’m grateful for everyone who 
has invested time and prayer and effort in our Christian Basics group. Unlike the closed-
down, immortal bacteria, the key to our life as a faith community is not in the favorable envi-
ronment but in the hands of the God of every circumstance and every person.  
 
Thank you for everything you do to live out your baptism each day. See you in church! 
 
Pastor Ben  

(Continued from page 1) 

"Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of Christians seeking to welcome and connect everyone, 
make disciples of everyone, and share Jesus' love everywhere. 
 
You're welcome here if you're single, married, widowed or divorced; gay or straight; male or female. 
 
You are welcome here if you have more bills than you can handle, and welcome if you have more money than you 
know what to do with. You're welcome here wherever you went to school, whatever you learned (or didn't learn), 
whatever language you speak, wherever you're from, and however you get around. 
 
You're welcome here if you grew up Lutheran or if you don't know what a Lutheran is. People who have mixed feel-
ings about religion are very welcome here, as are people who have no idea why anyone would go to church, who are 
here to make their relatives happy, or who turned onto the wrong "Old Rand Road" from Highway 12. You're wel-
come here if you never touch a drop, if you're in recovery, or if you're not quite there yet. You're welcome if you 
can't stand your parents or if you text them five times every day, and you're especially welcome if you do both. 
You're welcome here if you're angry, cheerful, confused, doubting, hurt, happy, listless, lost, wistful, yearning; 
right-wing, left-wing, or not into politics. You're welcome here if all you really need is to be around people. You're 
welcome here even if you root for the wrong sports team, are in the wrong mood, or you just want to sing. 
 
You are welcome here because God welcomes you." 

Welcome 
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Oct. 6, 2015 – Messiah Council Minutes 
 
Pastor Dawn shared ELCA Communications. The ELCA is immediately responding to the crisis of flooding in the Carolinas. Prayers 
and support are needed to help assist those impacted by flooding to rebuild their homes and lives. Gifs designated for “U.S. Flood-
ing” will be used in full to assist those directly impacted by the floodwaters. 
 
Gerry Lemke gave the treasurer’s report. Just a couple weeks ago we shared at the Town Hall meetings that income was ahead and 
spending was under budget. Unfortunately, September was a different story. We are now $6,000 behind our year to date budget 
and $10,000 under our monthly budget. Spending is still under control. We will be letting the congregation know that we are be-
hind. 
 
Pastor Ben shared a written report. In worship, music, and preaching we changed some of the seasonal liturgical elements. The 
Apostles’ Creed is back. We had a wonderful visit from Pastor Tim Anderson of Austin, Texas who talked about the possibilities 
for engaging more fully and faithfully with our changing neighborhood and shared the insights from his new book, Just a Little Bit 
More. His message reminded us that we have work to do if we want to be a church for our whole community, and it gave us some 
very powerful ways to think about how and why to do that work. September was a very busy month behind the scenes for adult 
education. We promoted Tim Anderson’s after-church Q&A discussion on Sept. 13 and debriefed the synod assembly on Sept. 20, 
but our bigger task has been to line up guests for the fall series on “The Church in a Changing Neighborhood.” Pam Roncal has done 
a lot of very valuable work in setting this up and making this possible, so please remember to thank her. On Sunday, Oct. 11, we will 
hear from Dr. Richard Perry, a professor at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago on Lutheran theological responses to pub-
lic issues like immigration. On Nov. 1 we will hear from Lissette Castillo from the Chicago Religious Leaders Network on why people 
come to the U.S. without legal authorization. And on Nov. 22 we will hear from Maria Rojas on the question, “Aren’t Latinos all 
Catholic?” We’re working on guest speakers for the other dates, on topics like English-language learning and the economic impact 
of immigration. We are also hearing immigration stories in worship, starting with the part of Pastor Ben’s own family’s story this 
last weekend. Stay tuned for many more. Please come to as many of these Sunday sessions as you can. We got off to a great start 
and are looking forward to some important conversations for our congregation. In September we also kicked off the fall Christian 
Basics small group. This group for new members, people preparing for baptism or to baptize a child, and for those who wish to be 
confirmed as adults, includes eleven “learners” (up from seven in the spring) and eight sponsors. The first two sessions, on Sept. 
23 and 30, were wonderful, and we already have interest for the next winter/spring session. We are hoping to do the next series 
in two groups, one on Wednesday nights and the other on Sundays. Lynda Janezic has been working with Pastor Ben on taking on a 
leading role in this new ministry. This is a new concept with great potential for our community (the learners have been very faith-
ful in attending worship since the group began), but it will need more effort and leadership as time goes on. The group will cele-
brate its conclusion with an Affirmation of Faith and the reception of new members in church on Nov. 1. Our communication minis-
tries (which do not exist in our formal structure, but for the sake of reporting Pastor Ben will group them together) also had a 
buy month. We made big progress on using our new email client, MailChimp, to reach members with news and events. Right now, 
each message from the church is opened by about 38% of our list. The email also posts automatically to our Facebook page, where 
it is seen by more people. Our posts on the church page have reached as many as 550 people. Please remember to like, comment on, 
and share Messiah posts when you see them, so that they are seen more widely. We’ve also gotten at least one new PADS volun-
teer thanks to the visibility on Facebook. Our seminary student, Eric Schaefer, had a busy month. He was installed at all services 
on Sept. 12-13. He and Pastor Ben helped teach at Pathway on Sept. 16, and he has continued to participate in Pathway teaching 
and small group tasks since then. Eric and Pastor Ben meet each Wednesday at 10am for supervision. They are still in the process 
of convening his lay committee. In the Preschool Pastor Ben led an opening prayer and blessing for the school year and began Je-
sus Time. He has been working with Shawn Killackey, the preschool’s new marketing director, to publicize 40th Anniversary events 
with our communication tools. It was also a busy month for pastoral care, with visits to Condell, Good Shepherd, Wauconda Care 
Center, and Victory Lakes Nursing Home. Pastor Ben met twice with two Boy Scouts for their “God and Church” program, and he 
said a table blessing and prayer for the Fire Dept. breakfast on Sept. 11 as well. In Pastor Ben’s wider-church responsibilities he 
attended a meeting of the editorial board of Let’s Talk: Living Theology in the Metropolitan Chicago Synod on Sept. 12. He wrote a 
short piece on how religious purity movements create safe havens for fraud and sexual abuse. While it won’t be published until well 
into 2017, Pastor Ben’s book contract arrived last month and he officially signed it, thereby committing to producing 40,000 words 
(roughly 25 sermons worth) in the next twelve months. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

Council Highlights 
Lisa Kelderhouse, (847)322-0381 
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Pastor Dawn shared a written report. Pam Roncal and Pastor Dawn have completed their Intentional Impact sessions and coaching. 
Important new ideas include ICNU, apprenticing, leadership community, congregational lifecycles, and clarifying immediate vision. 
Pastor Dawn thanks the Outdoor Beautification Committee for the Brick Area Dedication and Garden Work Day. Messiah’s Social 
Justice and Mission Interpreters Ministries have combined and will focus on four areas this coming year. Support of “A Church in 
a Changing Neighborhood”, Fair Trade Education and Fair in November, Annual Lenten Focus, and Care of Creation in the late 
spring (partnering with Caring Garden, Beautification and United Partnership’s Green Group). They are using the Intentional Im-
pact model to recruit new leaders for each focus.  Messiah’s Prayer Team continues to meet each Friday from 1:00 to 2:15. All are 
welcome to join them and give prayer requests. Thank you to Cyndi Jordan for coordinating this ministry. Messiah’s Generosity and 
Finance Teams, along with additional church members, met to work on electronic giving options. Thank you to Pastor Ben who will 
set up a PayPal account. The Generosity Team is currently working on our fall campaign. Consecration Sunday is Christ the King 
Sunday, Nov. 22. The Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday, Oct. 18 following the 10:30am service. Thank you to Jenny 
Becker and Jennifer Rector for their work on this. Thank you to the Party Posse for putting together the intergenerational Fall 
Fest/Craft and Vendor Fair on Saturday, Oct. 24. Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten is 40 years old. We will celebrate 
with a special event on Saturday, April 16, 2016. Our theme is 40 Years! 40 Celebrations! The planning team, including historians, 
main event, min-event, and publicity teams meets next on Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 6:30pm in the Luther Center. Thank you to Allison 
Kessel for leading this group. 95 Postings! 95 weeks before the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation (we will celebrate Oct. 29, 
2017), we will begin posting on a large door 95 possible efforts of unity and reconciliation in the church. One effort will be posted 
each week. We hope other churches will catch on! Also, Grace Jorgensen and Suzanne DeLaCruz are working on a Reformation 
Tour, which will take place in the summer of 2016. Pastor Ben and Pastor Dawn continue to be part of WILMA. WILMA meets next 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13. Messiah is hosting. They are also part of the North Conference of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod. Ministry 
Directors meet next Tuesday, Nov. 17. Habitat for Humanity will present to council in November. 
 
Vinnie Jordan shared a report from Property and the Outdoor Beautification Committee. Randy Johnson from the property com-
mittee wants council to know that the hot water heaters in the parsonage and Faith Hall should be replaced. There are also major 
problems with the thermostats throughout the building. Randy is also looking for someone to help him program the thermostats. 
The PADS refrigerator needs to be replaced immediately and Martha Lemke is calling different companies asking for a donation. 
Council also discussed the stairs by the side of the church. Concrete is needed to complete the stairs. The Outdoor Beautification 
Committee had their first workday last Sunday. Nine church members, one preschool parent and two community service workers 
completed 33 hours of work. They edged, mulched, trimmed bushes, took out plants, and transplanted bushes between the Luther 
Center Area Entrance to the Gathering Area Entrance. The office area had thistles and weeds removed plus all the milkweed was 
pulled out. The seeds of the milkweed were transferred to the farthest parking lot island on the Route 12 side. Their last task 
was removing weeds and laying mulch at the Messiah Lutheran sign on Ivanhoe and Main St. There will be a second order of bricks 
placed tonight and a 2nd installation. The Committee asked for council approval to call the new brick area “The Commemorative 
Brick Walk.” Council approved. 
 
Kari Roehr shared an update about the Town Hall Meetings on Sept. 27. Social Justice and Mission Interpreters were discussed, 
along with “The Church in a Changing Neighborhood” and budget. Attendance varied. Discussion was positive. 
 
Kari also discussed council goals. There will be a group of 4 people (two pastors and two council members) who will discuss goals 
and come up with a rough draft to present to council at the December meeting. 
 
Pastor Dawn would like council and ministry directors to attend a half day retreat on either Saturday Jan. 9 or Saturday Jan. 23. 
 
Kari shared that Candy Leonard, the PADS director, has decided to step down as of the end of the year (Dec. 31). Council is now 
looking for a replacement director as soon as possible. 
 
Sally Lubeno proposed that she would like to make a Bake Sale booth at the Messiah Craft and Vendor Faire. Council approved.  
The next council meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 3 at 7pm.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Good Samaritan  
“Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

Acts 20:35       
Jo Ann Isleb, (847)540-0835 

Giving Tree 
Our congregation once again has the opportunity to help those who are less fortunate. We will be buying gifts for: 
 

 Angel Tree (children of prisoners) 
 Parroqui Luterana Sagrado Corazon, our sister church in Waukegan 
 Lake County Families from Love, INC (Love in the Name of Christ) in Wauconda 
 Families from LSSI’s Intact Family Services Program (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois) 

 
Please spend $25 per person. It is important that all members 
of a family receive gifts of equal value. All gifts should be new. 
Include a gift receipt if possible. 
 
There will also be ornaments on the Christmas Tree for PADS. 
Please place these items under the tree unwrapped.  
 
If you are not able to shop, you can make a donation and mem-
bers of Good Samaritan Ministry will shop for you. 
 
We will have names available November 7 & 8, 15 & 16 and 22 
& 23 in the Gathering Place. When you choose a name, please 
fill out the tracking card with your name and phone number. 
The gifts should be returned by Nov. 29 and placed under the 
tree in the Gathering Place. 

 
We will also need people to deliver the gifts. We will be delivering Saturday morning, December 12. There will be a 
sign up sheet at our table in the Gathering Place to volunteer.   
 
Thank you for sharing the love of Jesus with your generosity.  

Deborah Circle 
 

Deborah Circle will meet Wednesday, No-
vember 18 at 9:30 am in the Luther Center. 
We will be watching and discussing the third 
video in the series, The Storm Inside by 
Sheila Walsh. Women of all ages are invited 
to attend.  

Judy Snow 

847-526-6880 

Wednesday 9:30am-Marcy B.  
Saturday 7:30 & 9am-Patty. 

 
Weigh in times are 30 minutes before the 

meetings 
Be our Guest for a free meeting 

Location: Gathering Place 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

Tracy Meyer, Director (847)526–7161 Ext. 14 — Messiah.ce@messiah-wauconda.org  

We have just finished the lessons of Joseph and Pharaoh and Joseph and His Brothers.   In the next rotation we will continue on 
with Baby Moses, The Burning Bush and the Plagues. 
Fall Fest was another success!  Thank you for those who made chili and desserts and also helping with the Trunk or Treating, 
decorating and clean up!  It is wonderful to work closely with our Before and After Care Program and our Messiah Preschool on 
this event.  We had over 100 children join us for games, scavenger hunt, crafts, snacks and a costume parade with Pastor Chuck 
after visiting his trains. 
The Children’s Choir performed “My Family Tree” along with the SANS band in October and are currently preparing for their 
next performance on December 13th at 9:00 AM.  This performance will be a preview of our Musical. “A Tree Lot Christmas” will 
be on Sunday, December 13th at 4:00pm.  All preschool – 5th grade students are welcome to participate in the Children’s Choir 
and have been practicing each week during Sunday School.  Please contact Tracy Meyer for more information.  Everyone is invited 
to see this wonderful event.  Dinner will also be available. 
On Wednesday, November 16th we will be “Trimming the Tree” after the Thanksgiving Eve service.   This is a wonderful fellow-
ship opportunity and we can use lots of help.  Please contact the church office for more details. 
Our next Bible Buck Sunday is December 13th.   Bible Bucks are given out to children during Sunday School for  class participa-
tion, bringing a friend, bringing their Bible and/or their offering.   
We will be working closely with the Good Samaritan Ministry on the “Operation Christmas Child” shoebox gifts.  Starting October 
11th each class will be collecting for a child and packing their items into one box.   Please look below to see what age and gender 
your child will be collecting for.  Gift suggestions must fit in the shoe box.  Some suggestions are: small dolls, trucks, animals, yo-
yos, balls, school supplies, arts and crafts, hygiene items such as toothbrushes, soap and other small items (socks, hair clips, 
watches, flashlights etc.) 

PS – 3 or 4 year old girl 
KG – 5 year old boy 
1st – 6 year old girl 
2nd – 7 year old boy 
3rd – 8 year old girl 
4th – 9 year old boy 
5th – 10 year old girl and boy 

If you have not registered for Sunday School please pick up a 
form in the gathering area and return it to the CE office.   
You may also return your completed form in the mailbox out-
side the Christian Education office or give directly to your 
child’s Sunday School teacher. 

Dates to remember:  
November 25th – Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Trimming 
the Tree Event 
November 29th – No Sunday School 
December 5th – Rehearsal for Christmas Musical 10:00 AM 
in the Sanctuary 
December 12th – Dress Rehearsal for the Christmas Musi-
cal 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
December 13th – Children’s Choir Perform at 9:00 and 
Christmas Musical at 4:00 
December 27th – No Sunday School 
January 3rd – No Sunday School 

mailto:Messiah.ce@messiah-wauconda.org
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PADS Ministry 
Providing Advocacy, Dignity and Shelter 

Candy Leonard (815) 344-3955 

Hello.  Last weekend, Messiah opened the 2015-16 P.A.D.S. season by serving 18 of our homeless brothers.  The sea-
son always starts slowly, and I know that by November 7th, we’ll be up to our normal weekly numbers of 35-40 
guests.  
 
When I first began volunteering, we had a lot more guests. The most this site has hosted was 49, and two of them 
had to sleep sitting at the tables because we were out of beds. But they didn’t mind. They were grateful to be out of 
the cold and someplace where they were safe, warm, welcomed and cared for.  And that part hasn’t changed.  Our 
site and the churches who serve here strive to help our guests feel welcomed and cared for in a safe and warm envi-
ronment.    
 
Now we are offering Alcoholics/Narcotics Anonymous meetings, people to pray with, talk with, read with, as well as 
help for anyone interested with reading, writing, and math skills – basic tools you and I take for granted but which 
may be barriers to our guests being able to find employment and get out of ‘the system’.    
 
We also have more youth involved these days, which is always fun.  You might be surprised at what your kids do for 
our guests.  Yes, they set up everything, they serve meals, they even do dishes!  But they also get in there with the 
guests, sharing meals, playing games and talking with and listening to them.  I think that’s made the biggest differ-
ence to our guests.  They come to our site and they know we’re not going to judge them or punish them or make them 
feel inferior.  We treat them as though they are guests I our own homes.  They feel normal.  It makes a difference.  
It matters.  It’s why we are frequently told by our guests Messiah is one of the best sites in the Lake County 
P.A.D.S. system.  

Generosity Team 
by Dave Jarcik, (847)719-2865 

What a wonderful time of year!  Fall is in full swing and as Thanksgiving approaches we reflect on everything that we are grateful 
for.  When I think about what I’m grateful for I realize that my “Top 10” list includes mostly people, health, and experiences.  
“Things” are at the bottom of the list, if they make the list at all.   
When we have a Spirit of Gratitude, we live in a grateful way.  We bless ourselves, we bless our brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
we bless our ministries.  Keeping a list of what we are grateful for can change our focus in a positive way, the power of a simple, 
spoken “thank you” can mean everything to someone, and when we have a grateful perspective, we share what we have in a cheerful 
way. 
What a great reminder as we begin thinking of our financial pledge to Messiah for the coming year. At this time of year we ask 
every member to prayerfully commit their treasures, as well as their time and talents, to Messiah.  Without your support many of 
the ministries that people rely on could not happen. Whereas with each gift promised, the possibilities for ministry increase. 
 “Spirit of Gratitude” will culminate on Consecration Weekend Saturday, November 21 and Sunday, November 22. We ask that 
every member fill out their pledge card (you will receive this in early November), and place it at the altar as together we commit 
ourselves to Messiah and each other for 2016.   
Also know that if you still need to catch up on your giving, it is possible to make an online contribution or sign up for Simply Giving 
by going to our website, click on the $ sign in the lower left corner and follow the instructions (http://www.messiah-
wauconda.org/). 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 847-719-2865.  
God bless! 
Dave Jarcik, (on behalf of Messiah’s Generosity Team)  

http://www.messiah-
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PATHWAY is on a ROLL! We are working our way through the Apostles’ Creed. We continue to grow in numbers each 
week and the kids are bringing new friends each week too! There are extra copies of the Pathway forms and calen-
dars on the Youth Table in the Gathering Place, as well as extra Parent Night packets. We would like to invite all par-
ents, friends, and family members at Messiah to join us on Wednesday, November 11 from 7-8pm in the Sanctuary 
for Worship with Pathway (our student created and run worship service). 
 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP has been meeting and having a blast! We met in the Rock for Youth Night and had 12 
high school students! If you would like to join in on all the fun, please come to the next Youth Night! There are Youth 
Group calendars in the Gathering Place on the Youth Table with all of our upcoming events for 2015. 
 

NOVEMBER 
1 – Emmaus House volunteer opportunity 
6-7 – ELCA Fall Lock-In (Concert w/ Rachel Kurtz & Agape followed by lock-in at Enchanted Castle in 
Lombard) 
22 – Youth group in the Rock (7-8:30pm) 
 
DECEMBER 
6 – Youth group in the Rock (7-8:30pm) 
13 – Christmas Musical and Festive Dinner 

 
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP for the summer of 2016 has officially been booked! And guess what!?! I’m not telling 
anyone where we are going! That’s right! Mystery Mission Trip! I am so excited to bring as many students as possible 
next summer to our secret location. But I CAN tell you that it will be June 18-25, 2016. And don’t even bother asking 
Pastor Dawn or Pastor Ben – they have no idea where we are going either! (insert devious laugh here) I just hosted an 
informational meeting to go over dates of fundraisers, cost, and other logistics. If you missed this meeting and are 
interested in attending, let me know!  

Youth News 
“For as in one body we have many members, and not all members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another.” -- Romans 12:4-5  
Kim Kroes, (224) 639-2350 

kim.kroes@messiah-wauconda.org  

mailto:kim.kroes@messiah-wauconda.org
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Habitat for Humanity 
Bert Gaide (847) 946-8618  

Myths (and facts) about Habitat for Humanity 
Myth: Habitat for Humanity gives houses away to poor people. 
 
Fact: Habitat for Humanity offers homeownership opportunities to families who are unable to obtain conventional house financ-
ing. Generally, this includes those whose income is 30 to 50 percent of the area’s median income. In most cases, prospective Habi-
tat homeowner families make a $500 down payment. Additionally, they contribute 300 to 500 hours of “sweat equity” on the con-
struction of their home or someone else’s home. Because Habitat houses are built using donations of land, material and labor, 
mortgage payments are kept affordable.    
 
Myth: Habitat houses reduce a neighborhood’s property values. 
 
Fact: Housing studies show affordable housing has no adverse effect on neighborhood property values. In fact, Habitat houses 
have proven to increase property values and local government tax income. 
 
Myth: Only African Americans get Habitat for Humanity homes. 
 
Fact: Habitat builds houses in partnership with those in need regardless of race, religion or any other difference. Prospective 
homeowners must meet three criteria: need; ability to repay the mortgage; and a willingness to partner with Habitat. 
 
Myth: You have to be Christian to become a Habitat homeowner. 
 
Fact: Habitat homeowners are chosen without regard to race, religion or ethnic group, in keeping with U.S. law and with Habitat’s 
abiding belief that God’s love extends to everyone. Habitat also welcomes volunteers from all faiths, or no faith, who actively 
embrace Habitat’s goal of eliminating poverty housing from the world.  
 
Myth: Habitat for Humanity is an arm of the government. 
 
Fact: Habitat for Humanity is not an arm of the government. Habitat is an independent, nonprofit organization that accepts some 
government funds and other resources to help provide houses for those in need. We accept these funds as long as they do not 
limit our ability to demonstrate the love and teachings of Jesus Christ. Additionally, our local affiliates insert specific guidelines 
as needed to avoid becoming dependent on or controlled by government funds. 
 
Myth: Habitat for Humanity was founded by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 
 
Fact: Habitat was started in 1976 in Americus, Ga., by the late Millard Fuller and his wife Linda. President Carter and his wife 
Rosalynn (whose home is eight miles from Americus, in Plains, Ga.), have been longtime Habitat supporters and volunteers who 
help bring national attention to the organization’s house-building work. Each year, they lead the Jimmy Carter Work Project to 
help build houses and raise awareness of the need for affordable housing  

Welcome to our new advisors, John and Kim Nielsen.  Venture Crew 2090 now meets on the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in the Spirituality Center at 7 PM.  The crew is getting ready 
for the snow by planning a skiing weekend where the camping is done in cabins.  A service pro-
ject by going to Feed My Starving Children is also in the works.  The Venture Crew not only 
camps (such as running program areas in District Scout events at Webelos Woods and Boo 
Camp during October) and does service projects, but there are a number of events such as 

bowling that are scheduled.  The Venture Scouts, both young men and women between the ages of 14 thru 21 make 
the plans, but also run the program.  Contact John Nielsen at nieljc@yahoo.com for more information.  

mailto:nieljc@yahoo.com
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Outdoor Beautification Committee 

Ecumenical Festival of Lessons and Carols, December 15 
Mark your calendars now for the Festival of Lessons and Carols on Tuesday, December 15 at 7 p.m. at the Church of 
the Holy Apostles in Wauconda. We will be gathering with our brothers and sisters of the churches of Wauconda and 
Island Lake to celebrate the season with readings from the Christmas story and classic songs. Don’t miss this won-
derful opportunity for praise and fellowship!  

Our first workday occurred on October 4 in which we cleaned up the landscaping and laid mulch from the Luther Cen-
ter to the Gathering Area entrance.  Thanks to all who worked or provided lunch for the workday.  We will meet with 
a landscape architect on November 4 who has drawings on how to beautify the Office Area.  The first step was to 
replant the milkweed seeds to one of the parking lot islands facing Route 12 and pull out weeds. Thanks again to all 
who participated in the Adopt An Area program during the year.  

Dedication of Bricks 

High School Youth Group Fun! 
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Pastor Ben — making sure he’s 

getting in all the photos... 

Members of Messiah who are also 
members of the Melodeers Cho-
rus: Julie Kendrick, Ann Reid, 

Dorothy Schilling  



 

 

November Birthdays  
Berner, Vic 1 
Day, James 1 
Gaide, Jonathan 1 
Petralia, Lisa 1 
Wach, Morgan 1 
Bermann, Max 2 
Kimes, Tim 2 
Kimes, Tom 2 
Kinser III, Robert 2 
Richartz, Nathan 2 
Seidenzahl, Monica 2 
Turnbull, Zoe 2 
Wagenknecht, Catherine 2 
Berg, Benjamin 3 
Butler, Graham 3 
Gonzalez, Daric 3 
Lanzerotti, Joseph 3 
Mach, Noah 3 
Offenwanger, Marie 3 
Ward, Sharon 3 
Botzenhart, Rebecca 4 
Derr, Jeffrey 4 
Dueholm, Kerry 4 
Hornbuckle, Mary 4 
Jackson, Deanna 4 
Kouri, Nathan 4 
Abrahamson, Lucy 5 
Briscoe, Emily 5 
Hoy, Breanna 5 
Johnson, Susan 5 
Markko, Kaylee 5 
Nellessen, Lisa 5 
Pugesek, Kaye 5 
Reuscher, Kathryn 5 
Zsamboki, Melissa 5 
Cazares, David 6 
Citro, Sarah 6 
Haley, Adam 6 
Nedli, Robin 6 
Peters, Tim 6 
Roncal, Pamela 6 
Shaver, Lisa 6 
Diver, Carson 7 
Edstrom, Gus 7 
Gaspers, Kellie 7 
Meltzer, Kacey 7 
Pennino, Mallory 7 

Jurey, Kristy  8 
Rohlwing, John  8 
Thomas, Vito  8 
Babcock, Steve  9 
Christ, Ken  9 
Karavas, Devin  9 
Stengel, Alyssa  9 
Sturtevant, Michael  9 
Wurster, Eli  9 
Wynveen, Judy  9 
McVickers, Sue 10 
Rohlwing, John W. 10 
Sollenberger, Mitchell 10 
Williams, Ethan 10 
Foster, Nicholas 11 
Mathis, Stephan 11 
Smith, Bradley 11 
Solberg, Kirsten 11 
Defort, Tyler 12 
Hacker, Victoria 12 
Higbea, Janet 12 
Jordan, Cyndi 12 
Karnatz, Monica 12 
Kuzmenko, Christy 12 
Meltzer, Leah 12 
Rowley, Michelle 12 
Sandquist, Zachary 12 
Stolt, Heidi 12 
Williams, Emily 12 
Winkler, Nicholas 12 
Barth, Kellen 13 
Blomberg, Craig 13 
 Dempsey, Whitney 13 
 Meeke, Aaron 13 
Olson, Stephanie  13 
 Tesch, Brian 13 
 Tesch, Kevin 13 
 Coughlin, Jim 14 
 Kasula, Petra 14 
 Lemberg, Kim 14 
 Mazzanti, Arlene 14 
 Moyer, Julia 14 
 Reyes, Steven 14 
 Sharp, Louie 14 
 Frazier, Hannah 15 
 Lemay, Delaney 15 
 Lincoln, Zachary 15 

 Little, Bill 15 
 Niggemann, Alexa 15 
Swanson, Erik 15 
Witt, Mia 15 
Carpenter, Wayne 16 
Lincoln, Jeanine 16 
McVickers, Jack 16 
Poffenberger, Rachel 16 
Redmann, Alexis 16 
Shelton, Tamara 16 
Wertz, Casey 16 
Amrich, John 17 
Botwin, Kyle 17 
Brenton, Jackie 17 
Cole, Riley 17 
Erickson, Hunter 17 
Grau, Anders 17 
Seagren, Reilly 17 
Hass, Pastor Dawn 18 
Reed, Ken 18 
Beelow, Duane 19 
Geist, Grace 19 
Harding, Kathryn 19 
Markko, Luke 19 
Pagano, Jennifer 19 
Polk, Matthew 19 
Shropshire, Bill 19 
Swienton, Carl 19 
LaBelle, Beth 20 
McVickers, Patrick 20 
 Albrecht, Dawn 21 
 Brownson, Bob 21 
 Cooper, Ryan 21 
 Geist, Gavin 21 
 Hoy, Scott 21 
 Karnatz, Ginger 21 
 Yacono, Emily 21 
 Yacono, Lauren 21 
Austera, Cindy 22 
Brewer, Carol 22 
Funk, Allison 22 
Grzeca, Jeanny 22 
Prokup, Maren 22 
Radez, Vanessa 22 
Stolt, James 22 
Ziemba, Zachary 22 
Blowers, Roxanne 23 

Cooper, Candy 23 
Frazier, John 23 
Hluchy, Carol 23 
Olson, Jake 23 
Stewart, Brandon 23 
Kleiner, Alyssa 24 
Lomas, Bill 24 
Martin, Stephanie 24 
Snow, John 24 
Trost, Bill 24 
Dwyer, Jack 25 
Houchins, Betsy 25 
Kivlehan, Geogene 25 
Meyers, Douglas 25 
Wertz, Kim 25 
Blazek, Kade 26 
Clark, Patti 26 
Grosche, Carson 26 
Grosche, Janelle 26 
Grosche, Linnay 26 
Grosche,Niashea 26 
Haisler, Ashley 26 
Rohlwing, Morgen  26 
Sollenberger, Lori 26 
Heard, Arabella 27 
Lanter Smith, Michelle 27 
Roncal, Laura 27 
Thompson, Charlene 27 
Fritz, Matthew 28 
Jones, Bonnie 28 
Kulowitch, Ronald 28 
Myers, Suzanne 28 
Olson, Jack 28 
Wortmann, Emily 28 
Zeller, Pam 28 
Heard, Tyrell 29 
Hicks, Kayla 29 
Lundstedt, Kurt 29 
Lundstedt, Pam 29 
Scheutzow, Carly 29 
Voeller, Pat 29 
Beelow, Karen 30 
Kazimour, Brett 30 
Limperes, Tyler 30 
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A.A. & Al-Anon Support Groups 
 

Tuesday     weekly in Faith Hall    7:00p AA; Tom 847-400-4823 
Wednesday  weekly in Faith Hall    6:45p AA (Each Step Forward); Tom 847-400-4823 
Wednesday  weekly in Faith Hall    8:00p Al-Anon (Port in the Storm); Donna T. 420-4939 
Thursday    weekly in Faith Hall   7:00p AA; Mike 847-815-3334 
Friday      weekly in Van Buskirk  7:30p AA (Polish speaking meeting); Tom 847-400-4823 
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So, if you like to sing please consider joining the 
Messiah Adult Choir. Not only will it improve your 
quality of life it will bring joy to your soul. We 
meet on Thursdays at 7:30 in the Luther Center. 
Come check us out. Contact Pam Dadian at 
<pam.dadian@messiah-wauconda.org> . We'll have 
music waiting for you.  
 

Many thanks to all of our Messiah friends for their love and support during Dawn Ahlgren-
Schniering’s lengthy illness. Thank you for the many cards and memorials following her recent 
passing into the next world with all the Saints who’ve gone before. 

-With much love and appreciation from the Lundsten family 

Sing to the Lord a New Song 
Did you know that more than one of the Psalms start with this call to worship? 
 
In the Serendipity Bible Study we are beginning an in-depth study of the book of Psalms. While many are 
calls to praise and worship or confession and acknowledgement, others are prayers and songs asking for 
protection, deliverance, vindication and forgiveness. And some are complex poems of great beauty! 
 
If you’d like to join us in this fellowship of learning, contact Pam Dopke at 847-487-6517, or simply come 
to the Luther Center at 9:00am on the second or fourth Wednesday of the month. All are welcome! 
 
On the other hand, if you truly want to SING a new song, contact Pam Dadian at 815-385-7217 for infor-
mation on joining the choir.  
 

mailto:pam.dadian@messiah-wauconda.org


 

 
14| Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church Wauconda, IL 

 
 
 

 

The Voice of Messiah 
is a monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Phone: (847) 526-7161 • Fax: (847) 526-7184 • E-mail: messiahlutheran@messiah-wauconda.org 
Phone numbers:  

Pastor Dawn Mass, (773) 306-8133 
Associate Pastor Ben Dueholm, (773) 510-2956 

Pastor Emeritus Chuck Merkner, (847) 526-1075   
Editor: Jeremy Engelbrecht, (224) 475-8808, e-mail: j_engelbrecht@msn.com 

Messiah’s website can be found at www.messiah-wauconda.org 
 

Worship Services 
Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am  
Sunday School (Children and Adults), 9 and 10:30am 

 
Join in the fellowship between services! 

 

Messiah’s Family 

We Welcomed to the Family Through Holy Baptism. . . 
September 27th we welcomed Lila Christine Erickson, daughter of Chad and Amy Erickson, and Luke James Christensen, son 
of Dave and Lisa Christensen, into the body of Christ. We pray God’s blessings be with these families as together we seek to 
help Lila Christine and Luke James know Jesus’ love.  

October 4 we welcome Marina Katherine Dueholm, daughter of Pastor Ben and Pastor Kerry Dueholm, into the body of 
Christ. We pray God’s blessings be with this family as together we seek to help Marina Katherine know Jesus’ love.  

We Grieve With. . . 

Karrie Staple and family at the death of her uncle, Richard Harris.  

Sharon Medford and Kathy Carlson at the death of their nephew, Jason Martell. 

Marilyn Adams at the death of her husband, John.  

The Gift of Marriage. . . 
We ask God’s blessing on the marriage of Amanda Miller and Javier Delatorre, married October 3 at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Volo. May joy abide with them always and may they be a blessing to each other, and to those around them.  

mailto:messiahlutheran@messiah-wauconda.org
mailto:j_engelbrecht@msn.com
http://www.messiah-wauconda.org
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