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The Monthly Newsletter of MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

As a small 

child I always 

associated 

lemon drops 

with church. 

This is be-

cause every 

Sunday, once 

our family 

was situated 

in the back 

pew, pulpit 

side of Grace Lutheran Church in 

Woodstock, my grandfather would 

begin the familiar ritual of passing 

lemon drops to everyone in our 

family. No one knew—just us. This 

was our own private family ritual. 

There were other rituals at Grace 

Lutheran Church in Woodstock as 

well. I am pretty sure that most of 

our Sunday School went to the Dairy 

Queen after church every week (it 

was right across the street), and in 

5th grade every single week, our 

Sunday School teacher, Mrs. Hoch, 

would ask me to bring her a cup of 

coffee. I always did. 

I learned other holy rituals growing 

up in this church as well. I learned 

the liturgy, the Lord’s Prayer, the 

Creed and the Ten Commandments. 

I learned hymns, and I learned to be 

an ,acolyte. My favorite memory re-

lated to acolyting was that I was al-

ways assigned to acolyte with Char-

lie Lundstrom (acolytes were as-

signed alphabetically, you know 

Charlie Lundstrom, Dawn Mass). I 

was about five feet tall at the time 

and Charlie was six foot four. To 

the congregation’s amusement, 

more than once Charlie had to light 

the top candle of the candelabra 

that I couldn’t reach, and although 

this was embarrassing, I was always 

happy to have Charlie as a partner 

during Advent because I definitely 

could not reach the Advent wreath 

which was suspended from the 

sanctuary rafters. 

December is a month of rituals. Our 

families are filled with them, and 

our church is filled with them. They 

bless us, and they make this season 

beautiful, meaningful and miracu-

lous. Someone once told me that the 

way we know we have established a 

ritual is when a child says, “That’s 

the way we always do it in our    

family.” 

Which brings us to the most holy 

rituals of all—they are the rituals 

familiar to our whole Christian fam-

ily—sacred practices that we all 

should come to count on—rituals 

like love, forgiveness, reconciliation, 

hope, time with each other, peace-

making, kindness and genuine com-

passion. As followers of Christ we 

are all to proclaim, “That’s the way 

we always do it in our family.” Of all 

the holy rituals, I believe these are 

the most dear to our Lord’s heart. 

So may our Advent, our December, 

our Christmas and our New Year be 

filled with holy rituals—those 

unique to our families and congre-

gation as well as those beloved by 

Christians of every time and place.  

May God bless our holy rituals. 

Love and Blessings, 

Pastor Dawn Mass 

Holy Rituals 
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November Council Highlights 

 

Grace Jorgensen, 526-4306 

Linda Janezic, Messiah Preschool Director, updated 

council members on the numerous activities of Messiah 

Preschool. They hosted a Parenting Workshop on No-

vember 9 and on November 19 had a fundraiser at the 

Barnes and Noble Book Store in Deer Park. On Decem-

ber 16, there will be a Family Sing-a-Long and Worship 

Service at 6:30 pm. Pastor Chuck will be helping with 

this event. The preschool is also offering enrichment 

classes in Spanish and science. There is also an offering 

called Books Alive. They have been working closely with 

the Messiah Kids Club staff to coordinate these pro-

grams. Kids Club offers a Lunch Bunch program for 

students attending preschool and the afternoon enrich-

ment program. Linda said the preschool wish list in-

cludes additional space with the possibility of a full-

time kindergarten program and more enrichment 

classes.  

Eileen Miller reported that the Kid’s Club offers not 

only before and after school care for working parents 

but also convenience care for parents needing to go to 

doctor’s appointment or shopping, etc. Kid’s Club con-

tinues to offer their Days Off Program for nationally 

recognized holidays. During the summer they offer the 

Summer Camp and now have the Lunch Bunch Program 

which they have offered to Messiah Preschool children. 

On their wish list are age appropriate-toilets and sinks. 

They would also like a space that does not have to be 

taken down due to accommodating other ministries. 

Messiah’s treasurer, Steve Snow, reported on the chal-

lenges of the budget. He is hoping November and De-

cember are good months for Messiah so we can meet 

our budget as projected in January 2010. There have 

been several unexpected expenses. The church vehicles 

all needed some rather expensive repairs. The parking 

lot also needed to have the cracks repaired before the 

winter so we would not have further damage with the 

snow and salt plus the plowing. The parking lot lights 

also needed to be repaired. Thanks to Brian DeWyze for 

providing the labor for this project. 

Pastor Dirk reported that the high school youth are al-

ready planning their mission trip for next June to To-

ronto, Canada. Because there are only 47 spots avail-

able on this trip, they are considering a second trip. 

More information will be available at a later date. Nu-

merous possibilities for youth service are being consid-

ered. Pastor Dirk also updated council members on the 

activities of the Pathway Ministry. The kids are enjoying 

the addition of music that Dale Tippet has brought to 

the ministry. They are also getting to know our new 

youth director, Jamie. Pastor Dirk updated everyone on 

Christian Education including Adult Education. There 

have been some challenges with offering classes at both 

the 9 and 10:30 services. Christian Education needs 

more volunteers at 10:30.  

Pastor Dawn reported that the Natural Church Develop-

ment Surveys are being completed, and we should have 

our results in December or January at the latest. She 

shared the result of the Council, Staff and Ministry Di-

rectors recent SWOT data. In combining the informa-

tion from the SWOT data and the NCD surveys, the new 

focus for Messiah will be developed for 2011. Due to 

some scheduling problems, the new member class was 

postponed and has been rescheduled for early Febru-

ary. The Candle Lighting Memorial Service lead by Pas-

tor Dawn Hass had 85 people in attendance. In moving 

forward to 2011, Pastor Dawn is looking forward to the 

development of an Evangelism Strategy Team with a 

focus on multicultural evangelism. 

Council member Mike Anderson shared that a Security 

Task Force Team has been developed for Messiah to 

study and implement needed security plans and sys-

tems for Messiah. Along with Mike, Jim Higbea and 

John Anderson serve on the team.  

The next regular Messiah Council meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, December 7, 2010 in the Martin Luther 

Center at 7pm.  

In 2008, Messiah’s annual focus was “Passionate Spirituality.” In 2009 and 

2010, we have focused on “Loving Community.” Right now 30 active Messiah 

participants are taking a survey to help determine our 2011 focus. This may 

seem like a small number of survey takers, but this is the number the Natural 

Church Development Ministry calls for each time a survey is taken. Please 

take time to pray for these survey takers, as well as Messiah leadership, as we 

seek to determine where God is calling us in the year ahead. If you have any 

questions regarding this process or ministry, the members of Messiah’s Natu-

ral Church Development Health Team are Pastor Dawn, Pastor Dirk, Roger 

Kroes, Bill Trost, Sandy Crispe, Candy Cooper and Grant Milner. 

Natural Church Development Update and Prayer Request 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMFORT AND JOY 

 

Managing Stress, Time, and Loss  

during the Holidays 

 

Sunday, December 5 and Sunday, December 12 

at 10:30am 

 

New Adult Education Series  

Luther Center 

 

Share your ideas and learn coping methods 

         from others during this busy season! 

 

        For more info, see or call Pastor Dawn Haas, 

        815-404-3431. 

 

Messiah’s “New Life”  

 

Divorce Support Group for Women 

 

meets every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. upstairs in our 

Spirituality Center. All women who are in the midst 

of divorce or who have become divorced are invited 

to attend. Our goals are to share experiences and 

resources and to offer care to one another during 

this difficult journey. 

 

Please call or see Doree Hazen, 471-8461, if you are 

interested or have any questions. 

 

Divorced men who are interested in beginning a 

“New Life” support group are invited to call Pastor 

Dawn Hass, at 815-404-3431. 

 

Gift of the Spirit for December 

          

        I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans to give you a future with hope. 

                                                             Jer. 29:11 

 

Notes from the 

 

Messiah Spirituality  

Center 

Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431 
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December is considered the month of joy by many 

Christians: the month many look forward to all year 

with anticipation and excitement—the month of the 

birth of our Savior. To celebrate this amaz-

ing event and the holiday season, we gather and re-

connect with friends and family. Many of us feel 

fortunate as we anticipate how we will happily show 

our love and care through thoughtful planning and 

preparation for the festivities. We excitedly rush 

about, checking off items on our burgeoning lists, 

making sure we do our best to not miss anything or 

anyone to the last small detail. Annually we can 

be satisfied, exhausted, and surprised at how 

quickly it all came and went. 

Of course there are also those who are rather indif-

ferent to this time, finding it all too much, too com-

mercial, too chaotic and hectic. They tolerate the 

excitement surrounding them and stay out of it as 

much as possible, but will amicably go along with 

the festivities and may even find themselves enjoy-

ing it. Then there are some who strongly dislike this 

time and all the madness. They would rather work. 

To avoid their own pain some may act out more, 

drink more, do drugs more, try to avoid their own 

feelings of not fitting in. The thing to bear in 

mind for the holiday season is that the suicide rate 

is highest at this time of the year. When someone is 

grieving a loss or struggling with depression,  the 

happiness that surrounds them during this time 

may be in such stark contrast with their own dark 

feelings of deepest sadness that, left un-

treated, some will give up.  

Keep an open eye, heart, and spirit to those around 

you, or yourself, who may be in such deep pain and 

suffering that we need professional assistance, in-

cluding medication, to climb up out of our hole so 

we can be whole again. God calls us to love one an-

other as He loves us. We need to love and take care 

of ourselves first so we can be of service to God and 

others.  

While making our lists this season, put “love one 

another without judgment” on every other line item. 

When you check off your completed tasks, don't 

check that off. Love is never completed. It must be 

ever present and ever growing to begin to fulfill 

God’s purpose for us. 

Wishing everyone a lovingly blessed holiday season 

as we join together to celebrate Jesus Christ's birth-

day. 

Laura Ross, 707-6989 

 

(Stephen Ministry would like to thank you for your 

participation in their successful bake sale last 

Stephen Ministry 
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Adult Forum 2010-2011 

9am – Martin Luther Center  

Suzanne DeLaCruz, 487-4240  

 

November 28—Psalms: Spirituality in Every Key 

December 5—Ecclesiastes: The End of Wisdom 

December 12—The Prophets: God Talks Back 

December 19—Advance Echoes of a Final Answer 

 

Adult Forum will resume on January 9 

Youth Mission Trip 

The VOICE of Messiah  

Via the Computer 

 

If you are no longer interested in receiving the 

newsletter hard copy in the mail, 

and would like to receive it by e-

mail please send a message saying 

this to me a barbhenk@comcast.net.  

 

I will be able to send you a PDF file 

around the 20th for the approach-

ing month and you can always view 

the newsletter at Messiah’s website. 

 

Thanks! 

Barb 

Turkeys for  

Sagrado Corazon  

 

People can still make a contribution for the Sagrado 

Turkey Fund. We provided Thanksgiving meals to 25 

plus families at our sister church in Waukegan, and 

we still need additional dollars for the turkeys. 

Alpha News 

 

The Monday morning Alpha course has been dis-

continued. Evidently this was not the time for this 

course. The Lord has other plans for Messiah. We 

hope to try again next fall. Thanks to all who were 

involved. God's blessings.  

The Alpha Team 

Java with Jesus 

 

Java with Jesus Sunday Café is back! Different mem-

bers of the youth group are hosting a monthly Java 

with Jesus Sunday Café to raise money for the upcom-

ing mission trip. Breakfast will be served from 8:30am 

until noon. All breakfast items will be $1. One more 

date coming up is December 19. We hope you will 

mark this on your calendar and come to support our 

mission trip. Please call Julie Wortmann at 530-2046 if 

you would like to make donations of breakfast items, 

paper goods, drinks, etc. or if you have any questions.      

 

Thanks! 

Julie  

Messiah youth are planning for their summer 2011 

mission trip to Toronto, Canada. The upcoming 

trip will be an urban international mission, focusing 

on helping people in need as well as partnering with 

local food pantries and organizations who minister 

to the poor. Our youth will be leading kids’ camps 

and Vacation Bible School for their week-long mis-

sion to Canada. If you would like to become a spon-

sor for the trip, please draw a leaf out of the jar at 

the mission table to reveal the name of a student or 

chaperone that is looking to be sponsored, and put 

your contribution of $100 dollars, along with your 

name and the participant’s name, into the yellow 

pew envelope. You will be partnering with our youth 

both in prayer and  financially to become the hands 

and feet of Christ to those in need.  

  

You can also support the youth by participating in 

the upcoming Sunday Café’s. Students will be host-

ing a monthly breakfast from now until the trip 

leaves in June. Watch the weekly bulletin for specific 

dates.  

 

Leslie Coslet, 949-1607  

 

Mark your calendars: Messiah’s annual meeting will be 

held on Sunday, January 30, 2011. Details to follow. 



Generosity Team 

Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who 

made a financial commitment 

to Messiah for 2011. I want to 

let people know that it is not 

too late to turn in a pledge 

card. If you were out of town, 

lost your card, or simply for-

got, drop it in the mail or in the offering plate next 

time you are at church. No gift is too small! 

 

One other reminder, the holiday season can be one of 

the most stressful times of the year in peoples’ lives. 

More than Enough can help! How you ask? Just think 

of all the people who had food on their table this past 

Thanksgiving due to your generosity. Remember the 

message that More than Enough invites us to be 

blessed as we bless others. 

 

So when you are running around trying to find that 

perfect gift, sometimes the perfect gift is the gift of 

YOU! 

 

Good Bless and Merry Christmas! 

 

Dave Jarcik, 719-2865 

Generosity Ministry Director  

generosity@messiah-wauconda.org 

Good Samaritan 

Lana Steinecker, 438-5257 
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The Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree was a huge success, and we’re so 

grateful to all of you who took names and made do-

nations. This is such a huge project, we could never 

do it without the good and generous people from 

Messiah. If you would like to help deliver to families 

in Lake County please give me a call. We’ll be deliver-

ing on Saturday December 11 at 8 or 9am. Thanks 

again. 

 

Baby Bottles 

There are still quite a few baby bottles out, and Tri-

County needs those back even if you haven’t been 

able to fill them. It costs a lot to replace all the bottles 

that don’t come back in. There are many churches 

that participate in the project, and Tri-County needs 

all the bottles back to redistribute them to other 

churches. If you could return them to the counter out-

side the Sanctuary that would be much appreciated. 

And thank you to those who have returned filled bot-

tles. We were able to raise over $1,400 to help with 

the ongoing work of Tri-County. 

 

Jewel Stamps 

Jewel is currently running a program where you re-

ceive a stamp for every $10 you spend, and the 

stamps can be used to purchase pots and pans. Since 

most of us are not in the need of new pans, could you 

please save the stamps for our church? We will be us-

ing the stamps to purchase new pots and pans for 

Love INC, refugee families and other ministry pro-

grams in need of these items. 

 

The program runs until the end of January. You can 

put your donated stamps in the marked box located 

on the counter in the Gathering Place. Thank you 

ahead of time for collecting! 

 

Food Pantry 

 

The Food Pantry continues to be in need of dona-

tions due to the increased number of clients who 

are requesting food. They have identified the fol-

lowing as the top inventory items needed: 

toothpaste/brushes 

paper products such as toilet tissue and paper 

 towels 

baby food 

diapers 

shampoo 

bath soap, dishwashing soap, laundry detergent 

canned fruits 

canned vegetables  

cereals 

crackers 

cookies 

cake mix/frosting 

diced/stewed tomatoes 

tomato sauce 

spaghetti sauce 

pasta 

canned soups 

long grain rice 

powdered milk 

 

Thank you. 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835 
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Care Network 

Feed My Starving Children 

On Sunday, December 5, we  will be participating in 

this year's Feed My Starving Children mobile pack-

ing event at Lake County Fairgrounds. There 

are three shifts available (10am-noon, 12:30-2:30pm 

and 3-5pm). There are 60 slots available for each 

shift. Families and groups are encouraged to sign 

up. Children ages 5 and over may participate if ac-

companied by a parent. Youth must be in 6th grade 

to attend unaccompanied by parents. In order to 

help with the financial realities of this huge under-

taking (the goal is to pack two million meals during 

the entire three-day event), FMSC is asking each vol-

unteer to donate $30 to cover the amount of meals 

they will pack in their shift. We know that for some 

this is possible and for others it is not. No one will 

be excluded from participating due to their ability to 

contribute, and any and all donations will be greatly 

appreciated. Anyone wishing to make a contribution 

but who is unable to participate in the packing event 

is encouraged to do so. Please look for more infor-

mation in the upcoming Sunday bulletins as well as 

a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Place.  

Julie Wortmann 530-2046  

Care Network is looking for new members. Please con-

sider joining this wonderful ministry. We assist our 

pastors with a service at Wauconda Care Center the 

first Wednesday of the month at 10:15 and at Good 

Shepherd Hospital on the third Thursday of the 

month at 10:15. Some of our activities include social 

gatherings throughout the year as well as visiting the 

sick. You are welcome to participate in any or all of 

them. Please call Lynn Chmiel at 550-8808 or Joanne 

Miller at 526-3494. 

Manna Cards 

The Thanksgiving feast is over; the leftovers have all 

been eaten, and the airwaves are already playing 

Christmas songs. It's time to focus on the Christmas 

season. During these weeks, we reflect on the won-

ders of Christmas and express our joy that God sent 

His only Son to be with us. We find ways to reach 

out to those who are less fortunate and work to 

make the season bright for them. 

If you have young children, they will remind you 

that Santa has starting making his list and checking 

to see who is naughty or nice. Start making your list-

-check it twice. There is a Manna gift card for all the 

boys and girls, aunts and uncles on your shopping 

list. You could get a couple cards for teacher 

gifts. They are wonderful to have on hand for a last-

minute gift. Also if you need a grab bag gift, a 

Manna card works for a man or a woman. If you're 

shopping for the Angel Tree—pick up a Manna card 

to do your shopping. 

If you need to send Christmas gifts, consider send-

ing a Manna express gift card. Cards are available 

for hundreds of stores--groceries, shoes, books, fast 

food, entertainment--theaters, gas cards, sporting 

goods, auto repair, beauty shops, the list goes on 

and on. To see the entire list, Google "manna ex-

press online" and click on the link mannaexpres-

sonline.com.  

Start making your list to order the Manna cards you 

need from Messiah. You'll avoid busy shopping 

malls, no parking nightmares, no long lines,  and 

best of all--no shipping or handling fees, and you 

pay no taxes when you purchase the gift card and 

Messiah benefits from all Manna express card pur-

chases.  

Have a blessed and happy Christmas. 

The Manna Express Team 

 

 

 

“Loving God, we give you 

thanks for the gift of our 

hands. Give us the grace to 

see our hands as you see 

them, as instruments of 

grace and life. May the knit-

ting of our hands be the 

knitting of your heart. Use 

our hands, O God, to carry 

out your works of mercy 

and love. May the shawls 

our hands create bring 

blessing to those they wrap in love and healing to 

those upon whom they rest. Amen.”  

 Sudan Jorgensen 

 Knitting into the Mystery 

 

Please join us the first Monday of every month from 

2:30 to 4pm in Faith Hall. No knitting experience is 

necessary. Materials needed are size 13 or 15 needles, 

three skeins of Lion Brand Homespun yarn and a de-

sire to be a blessing for others. 

 

If you know someone who is in need or would appre-

ciate a prayer shawl, please contact Mary or Barb. If 

you are not a knitter and would like to contribute to 

this ministry, donations are greatly appreciated to off-

set the cost of the yarn. (Or you could donate three 

skeins of Lion Brand Homespun yarn—$15.) 

 Mary McCann, 381-3861 

 Barb Lindquist, 438-7410   
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Christian Education 

Danielle Boreczky, 307-5938 and Sheree Stark, 963-1504, Co-directors 

The best news any of us can hear is: “Jesus is born!” 

To celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, the 

children of Messiah will spend the 3rd Sunday School 

rotation from December 5 through January 16 hearing 

this great news through the lessons in the “Jesus is 

born” curriculum. The Kindergarten through 4th grad-

ers will learn about Advent, Jesus’ birth/Christmas, 

and Jesus as our greatest gift from God through art, 

cooking, games, science and drama for five weeks. 

The preschoolers will also learn about “Jesus is Born” 

for five weeks through prayers, games, crafts, snacks, 

and stories. 

 

We had a very fun and successful first mission project 

of the 2010-2011 Sunday School year on November 7. 

This mission project supported Foods Resource Bank 

(FRB) which has a  mission to globally collect  local 

communities, through agriculture, to grow lasting so-

lutions to hunger. The children learned all about the 

importance of helping people in the Central African 

Republic by taking home a FRB “corn bag” to be filled 

with change and returned to Sunday School by Sun-

day, December 5. The money collected will then be 

given to Foods Resource Bank to help the people of 

the Central African Republic learn to grow their own 

food. The children made an Indian corn ornament as a 

lasting reminder to pray for the people in the Central 

African Republic and others in need of food. This or-

nament was placed on their Thanksgiving tables and 

then will be hung on their Christmas trees. The next 

mission project will be April 17 and will support the 

PADS ministry here at Messiah. 

 

We continue to need teachers and shepherds for the 

10:30am Sunday School time. It is important that we 

get more teachers and shepherds so that we can con-

tinue to provide the children at 10:30am Sunday 

School a wonderful learning experience. Please prayer-

fully consider volunteering your time for one hour on 

Sundays at 10:30am. Contact us to volunteer at 526-

7161 x 14 or danielle.b@messiah-wauconda.org. 

 

Blessings to all of our Sunday School children and 

dedicated teachers, shepherds and helpers! 

Spirit Dancers (ages 11 and up) are preparing a dance 

for our upcoming Christmas Eve services.  

 

We are so blessed to have Rachel Dadian lead this 

group as the choreographer and instructor. Dressed in 

red, this group brought a praise-filled dance to wor-

ship services on Reformation Sunday. We hope 

you had the chance to see them! 

 

Our Little Spirit Dancers under the instruction of 

Kasey Voeller, danced in November at the 9am ser-

vice.  These kids are a delight to watch as they bring 

an energy filled with love and praise to our God. 

The Little Spirits are taking a break now until January 

3, when they start up again on Mondays from 6-7pm 

in the Sanctuary. 

 

If your children are interested in joining either of 

these two dance groups, January would be a great 

time to start! Also, if you or anyone you know might 

be interested in helping with this ministry, please call 

Karen Holmes at 707-0089.  

 

Spirit Dancers (ages 11 and up) meet Mondays from 5 

to 6pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

Little Spirits (ages 5 through 10) meet Mondays from 

6-7pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

Spirit Dancers 
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Messiah Preschool News 

 

November was a wonderful month of thinking about 

and sharing the many things the children are thankful 

for in their lives. While this ranged from ice cream (a 

delicious treat many of us are thankful exists) to God 

and family and friends, it was a wonderful time of shar-

ing our favorite people, treats and comforts with one 

another. The preschool children made delicious snacks 

to share with other classes as they celebrated Thanks-

giving in the classrooms. November was also a time for 

reflection by the teachers and staff. 

Here are some of the things the preschool staff were 

thankful for: 

• all the staff members I have met and developed 

friendships with this year at Messiah. They truly 

are a wonderful bunch of women and I'm blessed 

to be able to work with each one of them. 

• the children and Mrs. Lindquist! 

• family, friends and good health. 

• working with a great staff and board who put chil-

dren first. 

• the families who share their precious children 

with us, the teachers who love and care for them, 

the administrative staff who keep things running 

so smoothly, the board members who provide 

strong support for the program and the church 

that provides such a beautiful and well main-

tained facility. 

• His word that promises me that God is in control 

of all circumstances in my life so I don’t have 

cause to worry about anything. 

• the love of my family, the gift of friendship, the 

joy of laughter, the warmth of sunshine and the 

smiles from children. 

December will bring great joy as we celebrate the birth 

of Jesus. All of the children will learn to help tell the 

wonderful story of His birth. Excitement will build as 

Advent calendars are created to count down to Christ-

mas; gifts will be made with care for families; and lots 

of love will be shared through cards and special pro-

jects. The preschool families are participating in a col-

lection drive for baby items to be shared with newborn 

babies through the Tri-Country Pregnancy Crisis Center 

and local hospitals to extend love and care to other 

families. 

Registration for the 2011-2012 school year has begun. 

Please encourage your family members and friends to 

call or stop in soon to enroll their children. Contact the 

preschool at 526-7479 or 

luhl@messiahlutheranpreschool.org  

Merry Christmas to all! 

Lynda Janezic, Director 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men 

on whom his favor rests.   

                          Luke 2:14 

Our children’s hands will be busy creating and de-

signing at Kids Club this month. Stockings will be 

“mended” and hung, ornaments will be sparkling, 

and Christmas trees decorated. Angels will be heard 

on high in celebration of the most precious gift of 

all—the birth of Jesus.  

Do you need extra time to get some errands run or 

get some of your holiday shopping done? We are 

offering Convenience Care at a reduced rate this 

holiday season. Why not plan to spend time at your 

favorite coffee shop sipping a peppermint latte with 

a friend, or just take some time for yourself to pon-

der the season with a hot cup of fragrant tea? 

On Sunday, December 12, the Kids Club ministry 

will be hosting a bake sale. We invite you to stop by 

and make your holidays sweeter. If you’re looking 

for some cookies or treats to give as gifts, we will 

be offering complimentary gift wrapping. If you are 

already baking, and would like to make an extra 

dozen cookies or treats for our Kids Club sale, we 

welcome and invite all those who wish to partici-

pate. We want to make it as easy as possible to do-

nate items. You can call Eileen at 526-7112, or e-

mail at messiahkidsclub@messiah-wauconda.org. 

Thank you for your support of the Kids Club      

ministry. 

Merry Christmas, 

Eileen Miller, Director 

Children put on a puppet show 
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It is a very busy month for Boy 

Scout Troop 90. We are conduct-

ing our major fundraiser at the 

present time, the Christmas tree 

sales. We are located at Liberty 

Plaza, and our hours are from 

4:30 to 8:30 during the weekdays 

and from 9am to 8pm on the weekends. Please con-

sider us if you use a real tree for the house.  

 

The first weekend of December we head to Janes-

ville, WI for our annual winter family campout. We 

invite the Webelos and their parents to learn about 

the troop and meet the scouts and the leaders. Ac-

tivities are geared toward making the Webelos feel 

welcome when the time comes for them to decide on 

a boy scout troop when they graduate from Cub 

Scouts. We are also excited about our high adventure 

trip to the Florida Keys next summer. It will be a 

fishing expedition where the scouts will go after 

sharks, marlins, and other warm sea-waters fish. 

Maybe they will even hook Tony the Tuna.  

 

Have a wonderful Christmas. 

Boy Scout Troop 90 

Vinnie Jordan, 526-3316 

Christmas Card Tree 

 

There will be a tree in the Gather-

ing Place from Thanksgiving until 

New Years for displaying Christ-

mas cards to share greetings with 

the Messiah family. Think about 

donating the savings from sending 

individual cards to all your church 

friends … cost of cards and post-

age. This money will go to the general fund. This ac-

tivity was approved by the church council. 

 

Thanks,  

Donna Kulowitch, 639-0611 

  Help Wanted 

   for Coffee Set-up 

 

  Can be done on Saturdays. 

  Men or women can do it. 

      Only seven helpers  

                              are now on board. 

             52 Weeks—Do the math, we need help! 

                             People love coffee. 

 

                     Please call Joan Hill, 487-7958.  

How many of you have bottled-water delivered to 

your home? Have any of you ever taken the five-

gallon water jug and tried carrying it on your head? 

Try it and then imagine you are a woman living in 

Africa. You will need to walk to your nearest well for 

this jug of water. No one will deliver it to your door. 

What’s more, it can take this woman as many as 

four hours to walk back and forth to bring this wa-

ter home.  

Next, consider this. This jug of water is all your fam-

ily will have for the entire day. With the water from 

this jug, this woman will provide drinking water for 

her family as well as water for their crops plus to 

cook and clean with. She is careful not to spill a 

drop of this precious water. 

Maybe you did not take the challenge to carry a five-

gallon jug of water on your head. Perhaps you will 

consider taking the challenge to conserve the water 

we have been blessed with so abundantly. Consider 

the following water-saving measures: 

• When running your dishwasher or washing ma-

chine, fill them to capacity or make sure you ad-

just the settings to reflect the amount of dishes 

or laundry being washed. 

• Turn the tap water off while washing your face, 

brushing your teeth or shaving. 

• Consider replacing older toilets with a low-flow 

toilet or displacing the amount of water in the 

tank by placing a plastic jug full of rocks into 

the tank. 

• Check for and fix any dripping faucets or leaking 

water pipes. 

• Consider purchasing a low-flow shower head or 

reducing your show time. 

Thank you for taking action!  

Water Crisis 

around the World … Cont. 

Grace Jorgensen, 526-4306 

Deborah Circle  

 

Deborah Circle will meet 

Wednesday, December 8 at 

9:30 am at the home of Sue 

Kelderhouse, 718 Wood-

creek Court, Island Lake, 

487-1341. The co-hostess 

will be Joan Hill. We will be discussing week three, 

pages 55 - 76 in our book Me Myself and Lies by 

Jennifer Rothschild. If you have any questions, 

please call Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835. 
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All kinds of fun at this year’s fall fest 
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Birthdays  

Sharp, Joseph 22 

Aigner, Allison 23 

Hartmann, Samantha 23 

Pelka, Sandra 23 

Christ, Diana 24 

Morales, Jan 24 

Hass, Dan 25 

Hazen, Maggie 25 

McCann, Julia 25 

Reutenauer, Kelsey 25 

Rudden, Catherine 25 

Pytlarz, Carol 26 

Schwarz, David 26 

Day, John 27 

Dopita, Andrew 27 

Dopita, Kerry 27 

Janezic, Steven 27 

Kerkering, Matthew 27 

Logan, Desiree 27 

Berg, Cole 28 

Graber, Tom 28 

Jones, Stacey 28 

Kidd, Garret 28 

Boyko, Tegan 29 

Neeland, Pat 29 

Peterson, Amy 29 

Wiersma, Georgia 29 

Kunath, Bryan 30 

Nick, Madisen 30 

O’Malley, Katelyn 30 

Ornig, Samantha 30 

Anderson, Brian 31 

Hoy, Mark 31 

Morrison, Dee 31 

Hernandez, Aryel 16 

Hunt, Jenny 16 

Kelderhouse, Lindsay 16 

Kimes, Courtney 16 

Lundgren, Abigail 16 

Milosch, Chip 16 

Rabe, Emily 16 

Hodera, Kelsey 16 

Holden, Kimberly 17 

Kasula, Alex 17 

Pakaski, Cindy 17 

Scott, Kris 17 

Tesch, Holly 17 

Thompson, Bill 17 

Wynveen, Jan 17 

Barna, Mary Ellen 18 

Charnogorsky, Jeff 18 

Gonzales, Rey 18 

Holmes, Karen 18 

Kendrick, Julie 18 

Pakaski, Bob 18 

Renalli, Julie 18 

Rinard, Sharon 18 

Anderson, Ethan 19 

Anderson, Joshua 19 

Kroes, Kimberly 19 

Brinkman, Bob 20 

Broj, Glenn 20 

Cudworth, Brandy 20 

Pickup, Katrina 20 

Shepherd, Krista 20 

Wozny, Susan 20 

Epstein, Brooke 21 

Marquis, Robin 21 

Petralia, Alex 21 

Scott, James 21 

Thompson, Samantha 21 

Myers, Olivia 8 

Myers, Reagan 8 

Rasmussen, Erik 8 

Robinson, Amy Jo 8 

Stapleton, Jonathan 8 

Crispe, Amy 9 

Gareiss, Chaundre 9 

Holden, Linda 10 

Nebert, Melana 10 

Pakaski, Matthew 10 

Scott, Sydney 10 

Danner, Thomas 11 

Kristof, Jimmy 11 

Pressney, Karen 11 

Vrenios, Susan 11 

Yacono, Alexander 11 

Buesching, Danielle 12 

Burmeister, Mason 12 

Ciezak, Jade 12 

McIntosh, Corey 12 

Wiersma, Wyatt 12 

Winters, Lois 12 

Everhart, Samantha 13 

Houston, Sarah 13 

Lundstedt, Lauren 13 

Moser, Matthew 13 

Cooper, Sarah 14 

Klesch, Melissa 14 

Sierocki, Ed 14 

Burch, Tim 15 

Dick, Marilyn 15 

Foley, Jim 15 

Talbot, Joyce 15 

Vrenios, Ryan 15 

Boyko, Chris 16 

Hass, Gene 16 

Heinz, Tyler 16 

Haley, Nicole 1 

Kasula, Steffan 1 

Meyers, David 1 

Fehsenfeld, Michelle 2 

Felderman, Will 2 

Mandel, Lucas 2 

Meese, James Jr. 2 

Cazares, Julian 3 

Drobnik, Justin 3 

Engelbrecht, Lyric 3 

Nick, Eddy 3 

Blair, Jay 4 

Boelke, Dean 4 

Fosbinder, Christ 4 

Murphy, Pete 4 

Rueb, Charlie 4 

Christoph, John 5 

Gomez, Maximus 5 

Harding, Rick 5 

Kleiner, Tessa 5 

Norris, Bill 5 

Pugesek, Erik 5 

Wylie, Stephanie 5 

Duff, Callum 6 

Jones, Linkoln 6 

Kelderhouse, Paul 6 

Krause, Mick 6 

Little VI, William 6 

Maki, Wendy 6 

Mathiesen, Alex 6 

Olson, Chris 6 

Ahlgren, Lance 7 

Jones, Stacy 7 

Schuhknecht, Kevin 7 

Frey, Hunter 8 

Myers, Grant 8 

Myers, James 8 

PADS:   

Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and Shelter 

Merry Christmas! As I 

write, Thanksgiving has 

not arrived yet. I have so 

much to be thankful for: 

family, friends, job, 

home, pets, good health, 

my faith and my faith 

family. I am especially 

thankful to everyone who 

has made PADS part of 

their lives through dona-

tions of time, supplies, food, and 

money. I am also so grateful for our 

new partner churches who have 

stepped up to help provide food 

and take over fifth weekend duties. 

Finally, I am thankful that I was able 

to talk with the Spencer Loomis Ele-

mentary School kids recently about 

PADS and how everything they do 

impacts our guests. Thanks to Dan-

ielle Boreczky! 

What can you expect when working 

a shift? The first shift includes set-

ting up and making beds, making 

coffee and Kool Aid®, setting up and 

setting the tables for dinner, greet-

ing and meeting our guests, collect-

ing their IDs, ensuring there are 

enough beds for everyone, and serv-

ing food. After dinner, the guests 

typically will read, play cards, watch 

TV, talk to volunteers or each other, 

or go to bed. We clean up, including 

washing dishes. Our site still allows 

smoking, so a volunteer goes out-

side when guests need a break. If we 

have Navy personnel present, they 

take this task. We also put out des-

serts where guests can help them-

selves as they like. Things quiet 

down about 10pm. At least two vol-

unteers stay until 11; the rest leave 

either after dinner or 9pm. 

The second shift is 11pm-3am—the 

quiet shift. Guests generally are 

asleep. If there is clean-up still to be 

done or dishes to be put away, that 

should be finished now. Lunches are 

made and packed for the guests. 

Suggestion: bring something to do 

to pass the remaining time. 

Watch future Voice issues for meal 

preparation information, as well as 

third shift information.  

If you can’t volunteer, food and sup-

plies are still needed. Contact Lana 

Steinecker at 438-5257 to donate 

supplies; Martha Lemke at 438-1721 

to donate food. To volunteer, Dave 

Isleb at 540-0835. For other ques-

tions, call Candy Leonard at 815-344

-3955.  

Thanks again for all you do!   
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Sam 

Hi Folks,  

Just one little note. Here you see Haley Goff 

after her very first try at archery. Can you 

imagine? She hit the bulls eye! This all took 

place at the 6th and 7th grade retreat on Oc-

tober 16-17 at Phantom Ranch. We’ll show 

more photos of the event below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time … Sam 

Welcome “Northern 

Cross!”  

The youth band has a name: “Northern 

Cross.” Named after the prominent cross

-shaped star formation in the constella-

tion Cygnus, the group leads Messiah 

youth in worship every Wednesday eve-

ning at Pathway.   

Everyone is invited to worship with 

Northern Cross on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 1 as we gather to welcome the sea-

son of Advent. The evening will include a 

soup and bread meal, the making of Ad-

vent wreaths for families, and a youth-

created, youth-led service of worship. 

This “Welcoming Advent” event is a part 

of the “Worship with Pathway” series.  

“Northern Cross” will lead weekend wor-

ship next on Sunday, December 26 and 

Sunday, January 30. 

Photos from the 6th and 

7th grade retreat at 

Phantom Lake 
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Worship Services 

SATURDAY, 5pm 

SUNDAY, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 3, 5 and 11pm 

No Service December 25—Regular Schedule on December 26 

 

Join in the fellowship between services! 

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 

In Our Prayers ... 

 

Jules Becker Lynn Jones 

Ed Berzigan Sue Kasula 

Zach Carlson and family Jeannine Nelson 

Penny Claiborne Jane Reents 

Karen Day George Thompson 

Ellen Dennee Art Weeks 

Ester Dennis  

Through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism We Welcome … 

 

Andrew John Wirth on October 16 

We Extend Our Condolences to ... 

 

Lisa Shaver and family at the death of her father, Wayne Lynum 

Janek and Sue Kasula at the death of Janek’s sister, Marcella 

Ted and Penny Claiborne at the death of Ted’s mother, Grace 

Kim Allard and family at the death of her father, Donald Radke 

Sally Lubeno at the death of her niece, Brynn Thornburgh 

Messiah’s Family 

Birth Announcements … 

 

Neil and Peggy Whitman, a grandson, Landon 

Sameer Chitnas 

Family Dentistry 
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Christmas Eve Services 

Friday, December 24 

3pm—Family Worship 

5pm—Family Worship with Holy Communion 

11pm—Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 


