
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

 December 6—Friday, MOPs (Mothers 

of Preschoolers) meeting at 9:00 AM 
in the Ministry Center. Moppets care 
available in the Ministry Center. 

 December 6—Friday,  “Hanging of 

the Greens’ decorating for Christmas 
at Maranatha begins at 6:00 PM 

 December 7—Saturday, AWANA 

Leaders’ Christmas Party in the 
Ministry Center at 5:00 PM 

 December 14—Saturday, Garage 

Games for Youth ( grades 7-12) in 
the Soul Garage from 7-10 PM. 
Friends are welcome. 

 December 15—Sunday, “Holly & 

Ivory” Christmas Advent Concert 
with Kate Copke in the sanctuary at 
6:30 PM .  

 December 17—Tuesday, Young at 

Heart (age 55+) meets at noon in 
the Fellowship Hall for Potluck, 
Christmas  Music & Sing Along with 
Janelle Peterson.  Sign up at the 
bulletin board inside the Fellowship 
Hall for what you can bring or 
contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-
458-2925.  

 December 20—Friday, MOPs 

(Mothers of Preschoolers) Play Day in 
the Gathering Place at 9:00 AM  

 December 22—Sunday, Pastor Bill 

brings a Christmas Message: “Good 
News; Great Joy; All the People” 
during morning worship services. 

 December 24—Tuesday, Christmas 

Eve Services at 3:00, 4:30 and 6:00 
PM. Join us for “Between the Giants” 
(all services identical). Child care is 
available for infants 0-36 months in 
the Nursery during all service times. 

 December 25—MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  

(Church office will be closed) 

 December 31—Tuesday, New Year’s 

Eve (Church Office will close at 1:00 
PM) Have a safe New Year! 

 January 1, 2014—Wednesday, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR1 Church office 
will be closed.  Maranatha Youth 
(Grades 7-12) will meet at the Soul 
Garage in preparation for District 
Youth Conference in Green Bay , 
Friday—Sunday, January 3-5, 2014.  
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Christmas Eve Services at Maranatha 

  

December 

 

 

Join us on Christmas Eve 

December 24th for a 

Christmas Message at 

 

3:00 PM 

4:30 PM  

or 6:00 PM 

(All services identical) 

 

Invite friends and family to 

come and celebrate  

Christmas. 

 

Child care is available for 

infants 0-36 months in the 

Nursery for each service. 



Spending the Fall of 2013 with our Youth... 

“See You At the Pole” started 
off the school year, followed 
by the youth spending a day 
raking leaves in the Rice Lake 
community. They celebrated 
with a 50’s Bash in the Soul 
Garage in October. Then the 
guys spent their retreat at 
Tomahawk Scout Camp while 
the girls spent their time at 
Arrowhead Bible Camp for 
the Fall Retreats on the first 
weekend of November.   



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Parks, Howard Stone, Larry Anderson, Marilyn 
Longseth, Nancy Peters, Stan Oftedahl, Marv Oftedahl, 
Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Don Murley, Pat 
Swanson, Violet Fossum, Connie Blix, Marjie Peterson’s 
husband Lynn, Dana Haas and family, Julie Reid’s dad 
Bert, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Jeannine Zook’s 
dad Bill, Dan & Janette Young’s daughter Suzette, Steve 
Neidermire’s dad Vern, Paul Murry’s brother Benny, Glen 
Wegner’s brother Greg,  Esther Swan’s brother David and 
sisters Freida and Barbara,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn, Lee & Shelby Wohlk’s grandson Jesse, Carol 
Montgomery’s brother Ronnie, Cheri Kromrey’s sister, Fran 
Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede 
Harwart’s children, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, 
Becky Brunette’s cousin’s daughter Raegan, Sandra Kane’s 
brother Rollie, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo and daughter Karen, McClain’s daughter-
in-law Sandy,  Dan & Carol Kubista’s brother-in-law Donald,  
Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister 
Darlene,  Patricia Young’s brother Harlan, Mary Graese’s 
sister Corinne, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-law Rick and 

“But God has 
surely listened 
and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

dad Jim and friend Margo. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Rice Lake 
Convalescent Center: Ruth Fredrickson-Olson.  

Serving in the military:   Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn is serving in the Middle 
East. Debbie Stoeberl’s nephew Jacob Polzin is 
serving in the Navy in the Persian Gulf. Mike & Lori 
Green’s son Kyle is serving overseas in the Navy. 

Praises:  Donald Parks is now home following a stay 
at Rice Lake Convalescent Center for knee recovery.  
Brett Hewitt and Marielle Graese were wed here on 
November 30th. May God bless their marriage. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

A Look at AWANA’s Operation Christmas Child  

Thank you, Maranatha family, for your involvement in 
Operation Christmas Child this year!  To those who packed 
a shoebox gift, gave a financial contribution toward 
shipping, provided treats or worked at the drop-off center, 
we appreciate your part in this great ministry. A total of 
777 boxes were collected (up from last year’s 523) from 
throughout Barron County and taken to the collection site 
in Eau Claire. AWANA children donated over 90 boxes of 
the total.  Please pray for safe transportation of the boxes 
and for clear and fruitful presentations of the Gospel to 
accompany their delivery.  Thank you, Jonathan Caldwell, 
for heading up our program this year.  What’s Happening in Children’s  

Sunday School? 



“Hanging of the Greens” (decorating for Christmas) At Maranatha will be Friday, December 6th at 6:00 PM.  
Bring out the family and a snack to share and enjoy time getting the church ready for the Christmas season.  Sing-ups 
are at the connecting point, but no RSVPs are necessary to come.! 
Garage Games for Youth are planned for Saturday, December 14th from 7-10 PM. in the Soul Garage.  Youth Grades 7-12 are 
invited to bring friends Enjoy the games, snacks, movies and fun.  For further information contact pastor tony at 
tony@maranathafree.com 
“Holly & Ivory” Christmas concert in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 15th begins at 6:30 PM.  Music and songs are led by 
Kate Copke.  This time will be a celebration of the birth of our savior at Christmas.  For further information contact 
Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 
Young At Heart (Age 55+) will celebrate Christmas with a potluck on Tuesday, December 17th at Noon in the fellowship 
hall followed by music and a Christmas sing along with Janelle Peterson. Sign up at the bulletin board to the left as 
you enter the fellowship hall for what you can bring to the potluck.  For further information contact Lee & Shelby 
Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 
Christmas Message—Pastor Bill Lerch will bring a Christmas message “Good News; Great Joy; for all People” on Sunday, 
December 22nd.  Be sure to join us for this special time during our morning worship services. 
 
Christmas Eve Services “Between the Giants” at 3:00, 4:30 and 6:00 PM. join us for Christmas Eve for one of these 
Services (all services identical). Invite friends, family and loved ones to join us in celebrating Christmas.  Child care is 
available for infants 0-36 months in the Nursery for all service times. 
 
Merry Christmas!!—Maranatha Pastors and office staff wish each of you a blessed and memorable Christmas.  May you be 
blessed by the promises  demonstrated by the Lord  through the birth of Jesus Christ in a manger. May we remember 
the excitement of the shepherds  and angels at His coming to earth! “For God so loved the world that He sent His one 
and only son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16   
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will 
take you to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not 
have access to the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in 
the Welcome Center.  
Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM. Hide and Seek Children’s Sunday School for children ages 30 months 
through 6th Grade is during both services in the Ministry center.  Sunday School for 7th and 8th graders is available in 
the 10:30 AM hour. The children’s Sunday School programs are identical for both services.  Nursery is available for 
infants through 36 months in the main church for all services.  
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