
A Life of Blessing… Gospel Truth. 
Ephesians 1:13 

 
The gospel is offensive, mainly to our sin.  If your Bible never offends you, never causes you to 

ponder deeper things, you're not really reading it.  The gospel is offensive.   
The greatest poverty you may have as a Christian is not knowing this passage. 
The great need of salvation, a remedy.  Because this speaks of the great remedy we need. 
 
And you also were included in Christ  
From ‘we’ to ‘you’.  Not just the Jews but now the gentiles.  Equal, no second class. 
To be included we don’t have to be Jewish or follow Jewish customs for Christ fulfilled 
All this is now belongs to us.  In God’s eternal plan we believers were included. 
 
when you heard  
we often can hear something and not really hear it.  Luke 8:8 
 
the word of truth 
Did you know that we have “the Word of truth”  

– to the world our beliefs are exclusive and narrow. 
Just as with the 1st century, today we have a baffling mixture of competing religious truth claims.      
    Which religion is right and holds the truth?  Can they all be true?      
 
Pluralism:  All religions are valid and lead to God.  

Universalism God has many names.  All paths up one mountain. 
 Mountain pic 1 
 
Relativism: all religions have their own truths, believe what you want and it is true. 

All religions are equal, with no one religion able to claim supremacy 
They do not all teach the same thing but often proclaim explicitly contradictory truths. 
Religions are not different paths up one mountain but different mountains altogether. 
Mountain pic 2 

  
Exclusivism: Jesus is the only savior of the world, and one must believe the Gospel to be saved. 
 Christ not only claimed to be “the way” but also “the truth.”  

God is never portrayed as a choice among many but as the only God.  Mountain pic 3 
 
Accusations, “Your narrow, limited in how you view truth, you make your belief as the only way.”  

   I like how Rich Mullins says in his song “creed”   
I did not make it, no it is making me. It is the very truth of God and not the invention of any man. 
 
Not only is there a difference of people and religions saying that they are true, 

we have a wide spectrum of the truth of salvation and how does one get to heaven. 
 
the gospel of your salvation 
Can someone be saved without knowing Jesus?   7 different popular answers. 
 This is the way to heaven.  How do you get to heaven? 
 
Church Exclusivism:  Outside of the church there is no salvation. 
 In the year 250 AD a bishop of Carthage said “No one outside the church can be saved.” 
  If you are not a part of us you are lost.  Only our special group has the answer. 
 



Gospel Exclusivism:  You must hear the gospel and trust Christ to be saved. 
Christianity is an exclusive religion, and there is no hope for eternal life apart from Christ.    
 

Agnosticism:  We cannot know. 
 The bible does not provide sufficient evidence to form a conclusion. 
 
General Revelation Inclusivism:  One can respond to God through seeing him in a general way. 

God chose to reveal himself in creation.  Psalm 19:1-6      Romans 1:20  
Even though general revelation is sufficient to come to a knowledge about God, it is 
insufficient to come to salvation.  Only a stepping stone to prepare one for knowing God. 

 
World Religions inclusivism:  One can respond to God through a religion. 
 All religions contain truth.  Man is saved by the religion given to him. 

Jesus saves some who do not hear the gospel.   You do not have to believe in the 
gospel to be saved because God’s love wins.  God would be unjust to condemn any who 
never heard. 

 
Universalism:  Everyone will ultimately be saved. 
 
Pluralism:  Many will experience salvation as they understand their own version of reality. 

All religions are equally valid, and Christianity is not unique. 
 The problem is only one truth-claim that can be the source of salvation. 
 Coexist?   Many logical difficulties. 

have goal of reducing conflict by emphasizing unity, but they do injustice to religions. 
 
We as Evangelicals hold to the traditional Biblical understanding that: 

Apart from clear faith in Jesus, no one is saved.  Other religions cannot save. 
 Acts 4:12 Phil. 2:5-11    John 14:6    Acts 20:21      Romans 10:17-18 

Paul urges people to not serve idols but turn to the true and living God.  I Thess. 1:9 
Col. 1:5 you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 

God’s saving work is the message that speaks of and shows His salvation. 
 Hospital “the non-offensive Hospital” 
  Charts 250 lbs overweight    Amputate a gangrene leg  
  Evasive surgery for a growth  but we don’t want to offend you. 
  
Let me end with a few thoughts: 
We have access to truth- revelation. 

Wholly true in all that it affirms.   
The gospel is our certain truth is good news that reveals our salvation. 

 
We have the content of truth – correct. 
     There is only one gospel of salvation,  

Col 2:8    Many false gospels 
Word of God that brings knowledge and understanding of salvation found in Christ 

 
We have the accomplishment of truth found in Christ – Savior. 

We today seem to have no sense of real danger or no real need of salvation 
Rescue operation – death wrath and bondage our plight 
Glad message Mighty to save, in Christ Alone, the atoning work of Christ 
Gospel is the source of our salvation  Rom 1:16      Good news about Jesus 

 



We have to believe this truth- faith. 
when you believed,  
Just hearing is not enough, you must believe  Romans 10:9-13   Acts 2:37 

Hearing is the external situation where believing is the internal 
Faith is our response to the gospel that leads to salvation 

Hearing is vain if it does not lead to faith 
God may be working in your heart.   
Today respond in faith, believe. 

 
Romans 10:14-17    

The eternal concerning eternal destinies, especially hell. 
They are lost and therefore we need to get them the gospel. 

 Today respond by telling others that Jesus is the only way. 
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