
A Life of Service…Foundation to Function  
 
 
Let’s take a moment and look at the major things we have seen already in Eph. 1-3 

Chapter one presented the plan of salvation from God’s perspective.   
Chapter two the plan from our perspective how we were brought from death to life,  

We have fellowship with God and others. 
 Chapter three the mystery of Christ and the gospel made plain to the world 

We have and posses with all power and efficacy – golden ticket. 
This is our foundation, a life of blessing.  God’s truth in our lives. 

5 foundational blessings that cannot change or be taken away. 
Understanding our self-worth in Christ.  Who I am is based upon these foundations. 

Our blessings are not suspended on changeable factors or temporal circumstances. 
 
I am … Created in the image of God. 

Eph. 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

No matter how old you get, how young you are, unborn children included,  
men women, boys and girls are His masterpiece.  You have great value. 

           I Tim 4:4   For everything God created is good 
The permanent nature of who we are in Christ is based upon the permanent reality of 
God creating us. This foundation cannot change. 

 
I am … Chosen Ephesians 1:4, 11, 13   

II Tim 1:9  He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we  
have done but because of his own purpose and grace.  
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time 

I Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special  
     possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness      
     into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of  
     God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
The permanent nature of who we are in Christ is based upon God’s love and eternal will 
in choosing us. This foundation cannot change. 

 
I am …Saved and Redeemed Eph. 1:7 14     

I Peter 1:18-19  For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
The permanent nature of our redemption is based upon the once for all work of Jesus. 

       We have been purchased with the infinite cost of the blood of Jesus, no one can top that. 
The permanent nature of who we are in Christ is based upon the effective and once for 
all time work of God saving us.   This foundation cannot change. 

 
I am … Loved       
Romans 8:38-39     For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.             
Ephesians 1:5      

The permanent nature of who we are in Christ is based upon unchanging and 
everlasting love of God to us seen in Christ.  This foundation cannot change. 

 



I have … an inherence, a hope 
I Peter 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Hope final salvation    
The permanent nature of who we are in Christ is based upon the guarantee that God is 
coming for us. This foundation cannot change. 

 
This is all founded on Christ. 
 
 
Now , standing on that great foundation we move to the next part of the letter. The Function. 
Foundation to Function 
 
Here we have a turning point of the letter.  Now he explains the Christian life and how we are to 
live in light of God’s love, grace and truth.  
 
   
Chapters 1-3 are like the Christian  
Job resume 
A brief written account describing the person: a summary of who I am. 
personal, educational, and professional qualifications and experience 
 
Chapters 4-6 are like the Christian  
Job description 
A formal account of an employee's responsibilities: a summary of what I am to do. 
 
 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to  
live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
We are to “walk worthy of our calling.   
Our conduct must match our calling. 
Worthy equal weight 
Christ-like character. 
 
 
Humility  
 
 
Gentleness 
 
 
Patience  
 
 
Love 
 
 
 



Unity 
 
 
Peace 
 
Submit  service 
 
 
Beliefs form our behavior. 
 
 
 
Go now live a life worthy of the calling you have received serving others in the love of Christ. 
 
 
Somewhere in my readings of WWII, I read of Winston Churchill get the saints back into service. 
 


