
Baptist 
Distinctives 

What We Believe 



Biblical Authority 

Southern Baptists believe, “The Holy Bible was 

written by men divinely inspired and is God’s 

revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect 

treasure of divine instruction.” 



Other 
suggested 
sources of 
authority 

• The Church 

• Experience 

–Neoorthodoxy 

• Reason  

 



The Bible’s Inerrancy 

Southern Baptists believe Bible has “God for its 

author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 

any mixture of error, for its nature. Therefore, all 

Scripture is totally true and trustworthy.” 



Biblical Authority 

The Bible stands over and judges church 

tradition and human reason.  



John L. Dagg 
identified 

three 
important 

truths about 
biblical 

authority 

1. It’s supreme. 

2. It’s independent. 

3. It’s immediate.  



The New Testament 

Baptists classically affirm the inspiration and 

authority of both the Old Testament and the 

New Testament.  



Progressive Revelation  

The belief that later revelation builds upon and 

expands previous revelation.  



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

1. God is a holy and loving 
God. 

2. As the God-man, Jesus 
Christ is the only Savior 
and Lord. 



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

3. Human beings are 
responsible to God for 
the lives they live. 

4. Human being are sinners 
by nature and by choice.  



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

5. Salvation is regeneration 
of the person through a 
divine, gracious act of 
God. 



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

6. Salvation comes through 
faith in Christ and 
repentance of sin. 

7. God’s redemptive activity 
is manifested through the 
church. 



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

8. Baptist churches practice 
congregational church 
polity and church 
discipline. 

9. The ordinances declare 
the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 



Impact of 
biblical 

authority on 
faith and 
practice 

10.Civil government has a 
good and providential 
place in the economy of 
God. 



Implications 

1. We should evaluate all aspects of church life 

in the light of Scripture. 

2. Church health begins with a commitment to 

following the New Testament pattern.  

 


