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I Love My Church 

Sunday! 
 

On February 25th, MBC celebrated I love my church               
Sunday! Our school kids sang with all of their heart! 
Then, individuals representing 24 ministries brought 
offerings to the Lord that will be used for future building 
projects. In total, $10,888.51 was given to the Lord. 
Thank you all who participated and gave of your time, 

talent and treasure.  

Goldsboro, NC native Dan Kirby was raised in a military family. He credits his grandmother, Dora Benson, for having ña huge impact upon me              
spiritually.ò Dan recalls that ñshe showed me the truth contained in the Bible and shared her personal testimony with me that led her to the cross.ò 

This faithful ladyôs ñpersonal faith and love of Christ left a lasting mark upon my life.ò Dora also made sure that young Dan attended church and 
Sunday school regularly. He trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior and was scripturally baptized at the age of 13. Growing up in rural 
North Carolina, Dan joined the United States Air Force after graduating from high school, working as an aircraft mechanic for five years. After his 

time in the Air Force, Dan enlisted in the Army, becoming a pilot. He served a total of 28 years in the military, affording him the opportunity to serve 
his country and to see the world. After his retirement, Dan worked as an Air Ambulance Pilot and then as a test pilot for the White Sands Missile 
Range in New Mexico. Currently employed by the FAA as an Airspace System Inspection Pilot, Dan has a BS in Professional Aeronautics and a 

Masters in Human Resource Management. His wife Jay was born in Seoul, South Korea, immigrating to the United States with her family at the 
age of 21. She remembers that ñour move to the US was very difficult and we all worked very hard to build a life in a new country.ò Trained as a 
beautician, Jay has a brother in Chicago, a sister in Boston, and another sister in Hawaii. They have all ñdone well and appreciate the opportunities 

that this country has afforded us.ò As a single mother in her twenties, Jay received the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Savior and was baptized  
in the Enterprise, Alabama Korean Baptist Church in 1997. The Kirbys met in Alabama, when Dan had returned from a one year tour in Korea with 
the Army. Dan recalls that ñJay was working in a restaurant down the street from the hotel where I was living until I found a house at my new duty 

station, Fort Rucker, Alabama.ò After being in Korea for the past year, ñit was so nice to see a familiar looking face.ò 
Jayôs warmth and sense of humor caused Dan to make that restaurant his favorite place to eat and ñfinally after weeks 
of eating the same meal every day, I decided to ask her out.ò They were married on May 19, 2010 and ñwe have been 

happy finding adventures ever since.ò They have children ñon each side of the continent.ò Amanda and her husband 
Hampton live in NC, while Nicholas and his wife Cat are in California. Their first grandchild, Hampton Jr, was born in 

2017. Shortly after moving to New Jersey in 2016, the Kirbys, whose favorite Bible verses are Matt 22:37-39, began 
attending Mainland Baptist, and became members on May 21, 2017. They testify that ñthe warmth of everyone in the 
church immediately impressed us.ò Dan and Jay feel truly blessed to be members of a Bible based church with a diverse 

membership, deep devotion to God and a Pastor with the ability to share the word of God.  

Robert Lowry (1826-1899), the Philadelphia-born author and composer of this 
hymn, was a popular Baptist preacher and educator who served churches in 
Pennsylvania, New York City and Plainfield, N.J. He became known for his       
gospel songs while ministering in Brooklyn, collaborating often with William H. 
Doane in producing gospel song collections. 
 
Hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck notes that ñLowry was recognized as a most            
capable minister of the gospel, possessing keen insight and administrative ability. 
He became known as a thorough Bible scholar and a brilliant and captivating 
orator; few preachers of his day had greater ability to paint word pictures and to 
inspire a congregation. Music and a knowledge of hymnology were his favorite 
studies, but always as an avocation.ò 
 
He published more than 20 Sunday school songbooks. Pure Gold, considered to 
be his most successful publication, sold more than 1,000,000 copies. When 
asked about writing a hymn, he said, ñIt must be readily apprehended by the 
Christian consciousness, coming forth from the experience of the writer, and 
clothed in strong and inspiring words.ò 
 
Mr. Osbeck records this account of the composition of the gospel song: Following 
his reflection on the resurrection as recorded in Luke 24:6-8, ñ. . . Lowry found 
himself seated at the little pump organ in the parlor of his home, and, in a very 
spontaneous fashion, there came forth the music and the words, giving           
expression to the thoughts that had been uppermost in his mind.ò  
 
ñLow in the Grave He Lay,ò called ñChrist Aroseò in many hymnals, was              
composed in 1874 while Lowry was the pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Lewisburg, Pa. It first appeared in the collection Brightest and Best (1875) under 
the title ñHe is not here, but risenðLuke 24:5.ò When it was included in music 
evangelist Ira D. Sankeyôs Sacred Songs and Solos (1875), the song became 
very popular in the Moody-Sankey revivals. From that point it appeared in a                 
number of 19th-century British and American hymnals.  

Christ Arose 
Text and Music by Robert Lowry  
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By Pastor Dean Bult  

�³������Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.�´��-��John 1:29b  

3.3 Menôs Breakfast 
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3.8 Pastors and Deacons Meeting  
3.9 CBA No School - Teacher Training  
3.11 Daylight Savings - Spring Forward  
3.13 A.C. Rescue Mission Ministry  

3.14 Absecon Manor Ministry  
3.24 National Hoops 3 on 3 Tournament 
3.27 Pastorôs Birthday  
3.28 CBA Grandparents Day 
3.29 Sight and Sound Trip 
3.30 Good Friday Service   
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If Jesus was on earth in the flesh within the last 150 years, we might have some 
actual photos or footage of His visage.  The whole Bible talks of His first coming, 
but specifically the four Gospels in the Word of God give us a description of Him 
and His acts.  The book of Revelation describes what He looks like now in  
Heaven.  Isaiah 52:14 describes what He looked like on the cross, ñAs many 
were  astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his 
form more than the sons of men:ò 
 

This month we will be taking a trip to Sight and Sound to see the show ñJesusò.  
As we head into the season of the cross and resurrection, we will look at some 
of what Johnôs gospel wanted us to behold.  A beautiful picture emerges from 
the description of what the disciples and people were observing.  In the gospel 
of John, we are told to take a look at the perfect God-Man that was born about 
the same time as John the Baptist and was his half-cousin.  In John 1:27, John 
the Baptist proclaimed this is the one that God sent and I am the forerunner.  I 
am not worthy to even unloose His shoe latchet. 
 

There are 256 names given in the Bible for the Lord Jesus Christ, and that was 

probably because He was infinitely beyond all that any one name could express.  

Many opinions about Jesus abound in the world today.  John the Baptist           

described Him as the ñLamb of Godò and invited us to behold Him.  We will look 

at Jesus the Living Word; the message of John the Baptist; the Lordôs                

miraculous power; the Mercy of the Lamb; His Power to help; and the truth of  

the Lamb. In John 21:25 it says, ñAnd there are also many other things which 

Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even  

the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.ò        

Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world! 


