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Every person should have three homes which are a Christian home, a church home, and a Heavenly
home. God’s love wants to permeate all three of these homes. “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16). A Christian ought to have a love for Christ’s church because He gave Himself for it!
We are blessed here at Mainland Baptist Church with a lot of love, because the Lord has touched our
hearts. During the month of February, each week we will be taking a special love offering to go towards
the property purchase expansion fund. The goal is to get every ministry area of the church involved. We
will be encouraging the children to bring in pennies etc., so they too can get involved and feel part of this
effort. Each area of the church can be part of the goal. Stay tuned for details. This effort should be above
anything we are presently giving to the cause and not be part of our regular tithes and offerings. This
should be a special love offering because we love our church. There are going to be messages about why
we should love our church. Don’t forget we also need to remember that someone has agreed to match
whatever comes in. What a wonderful way to express our love for the Lord. Think of all the good things
that happen every time we as a church get together. On Sunday, February 26, we will bring forth during
the evening service the totals each area raised and place the red bucket on the front altar. I am
challenging each area to set a goal of raising $100.00. A total of 15 areas would make $1,500.00. Some
may fall short of the goal but others might exceed the goal.
A long time faithful member came to me at the beginning of last Sunday evening’s service and said, “I just
love coming to church and I love my church.” I am sure the Lord was pleased with that grateful praise.
Let’s pray about this and see what the Lord will do in each heart. Be willing to sacrifice and ask the Lord
for some ways you might be a blessing here by His supernatural provision. This is a wonderful way to put
our love for the Lord into action during this month. Next month, we should be able to give you a report in
the March Lighthouse of the blessing. If we all do our part, I believe the Lord could really surprise us as He
honors faith for His cause.

Upcoming
Events

2.5
2.8
2.9

Teen Super Bowl Party
Absecon Manor Ministry
Pastors and Deacons Meeting

2.11 Couples’ Activity
2.19-20 Teen Ski/Tubing Trip
2.20 CBA closed - President’s Day

youth ministry

Valentine’s Craft
- Cut hearts out of watercolor paper and lay
them down inside of a foil lined baking sheet
to help contain the mess.
- Pour the baking soda into a bowl and with a
spoon spread it out across hearts.
- Use a disposable muffin tin to mix your
paints, which are really just vinegar and food
coloring.
- Using a clean medicine dropper or pipettes
spread out the colored vinegar.
- Watch for a fizzy reaction!
- Add the colored vinegar until the hearts are covered with color
and the fizzing is slowed down.
- Tip the excess paint off of the hearts and then set them aside to
dry. Some hearts maybe wetter than others or some may have
more baking soda clumped on. The baking soda actually can add a
nice texture to the heart art.

Celebrating the Winter Teen
Birthdays!
Sunday, February 12
@ 9:30 am

Teen Super Bowl Party

Sunday, February 5, 2017
After the evening service

10 Basic Marriage Truths Every Christian Spouse Should Know
Good Marriages Do Not Happen by Accident
By Dr. Paul Chappell
A marriage that endures through the decades is the result of God’s grace through two people who are committed to one another. Sometimes as I counsel couples, I’m reminded of how
important it is when it comes to marriage to keep the basics in mind. If we forget the basic truths about biblical marriage, we easily make assumptions that, over time, undermine the marriage
relationship. Here are ten basics—in no particular order—that every married Christian should remember:
1. We are passionate about the things we work on and think about the most. Good marriages take effort. It requires real work to understand your spouse and honor and love him or her. A
spouse who is passionate about a strong marriage thinks about his or her spouse often and constantly invests in the relationship. “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”—1 Peter 3:7
2. Focusing on your needs only will ruin a marriage. Every husband has unique needs, as does every wife. Ephesians 5 speaks to the individual nature of each spouse’s needs as it
commands wives to honor their husbands and husbands to love their wives. But don’t miss the obvious —the command to each spouse is to meet the other’s needs, not to focus on his or her
own needs. “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord…. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;”—Ephesians
5:22, 25
3. Most marriages will hit a “wall.” Sometimes a couple is surprised by a season of difficulty in their marriage. Because they never expected it to happen, they assume their marriage is
already as good as gone. If, when you encounter such a season, you recognize that every difficulty can be worked through with the grace of God, biblical truth (perhaps including wise
counsel), and a couple determined to strengthen their relationship, you’ll get through it and often be stronger for it. “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that worketh in us,”—Ephesians 3:20
4. Refusing Godly counsel is to reject God’s plan for safety.
Early in our marriage, Terrie and I made a commitment that if either of us ever felt we needed marriage counsel, we would both get it. During times of extreme pressure in ministry, we have
occasionally gone to someone in ministry longer than us with a strong marriage to ask for counsel on keeping our marriage strong even as we invest in the work of the ministry together.
“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellers there is safety.”—Proverbs 11:14
5. Satan is a liar. And he will do everything he can to convince you that his lies are the truth. Distrust all “certainties” that don’t emphasize the power of God and permanence of marriage.”…
He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”—John
8:44
6. Good people go through difficulties. You know those marriages you look at and just know are perfect? They aren’t. Every Christian marriage is comprised of two sinners. Even godly
Christian couples have difficulties. What sets their marriages apart is that they are committed to work through the difficulties. “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.”—Mark 10:9
7. God is against divorce. Actually, He hates it. Remember that before you throw the word divorce around in an argument. Terrie and I committed before we were even married that divorce
wasn’t an option or a part of our vocabulary. (If you have already been through a divorce, you know how devastating it is, and of course, God desires to give you help and healing. But for your
current marriage, remember this truth.) “And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your
spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away…”—Malachi 2:15–16
8. Children do suffer greatly when divorce occurs. Every couple I know who has decided to get a divorce during marriage troubles tried to downplay in their own minds the effect it would
have on their children. And they were always wrong. Children almost always perceive the divorce as somehow their fault, no matter how often their parents tell them otherwise. And they
always suffer. “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”—Ephesians 6:4
9. Church attendance is no replacement for Bible application. Don’t get me wrong, there is no replacement for church attendance either. But merely attending church for twenty years
doesn’t make a strong marriage. It takes applying biblical truth to do that. “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”—James 1:22
10. Bible love bears, believes, and hopes at all times. Many of the tensions or disagreements that arise in any relationship can be overcome simply with biblical love. The world’s definition
of love is very much based on feeling—how your spouse makes you feel. But biblical love is a choice—to bear all things, believe all things, and hope for all things. This is a love that only God
can give and that God does bless. “Charity…Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.”—1 Corinthians 13:4, 7

A Night to Benefit Champion Baptist Academy

Couples’ Nights
Saturday, February 11 - Couples’ Activity

Champion Baptist AcadeWe need Yearbook pictures!!!!!
If you take any school
related
pictures, please email
them to
Mrs.
Kuerstan Leeds kuer611@aol.com

Birthdays &

Anniversaries

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7

Jason Warriner
Timi Aboderin
Tola Oguntuase
Alex Serrano
Melinda Bucci
Ed Cartlidge
Jamie Peterson
Charisma Tigrado
Brandon Shepherd

Wednesday, April 26 - Couples’ Night
Saturday, August 19 - Couples’ Activity
Wednesday, November 8 - Couples’ Night

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.” - 1 Corinthians 13:13
2.11
2.12
2.13
2.15
2.18
2.19
2.28

Frieda Korte
Doris Michel
Paula Powers
William Schaffer
Jose Torres, Jr.
Connie Tyree
Tom Guion
Kimberly Wingate

New ABS Series
Starts Sunday, February 5th

Sunday
We are enabled by the indwelling Holy Spirit to live as first-century
Christians lived. We suffer greatly today from low expectations in
the Christian life. We must have a revolution back to the Bible.
This will bring us face to face with first-century Christianity.

Sunday, February 26

Living Up to What
We Sing
We sing Sweet Hour of Prayer and are
content with 5-10 minutes a day.
We sing Onward Christian Soldiers and
wait to be drafted into His Service.
We sing O For a Thousand Tongues to
Sing and don’t use the one we have.
We sing There Shall be Showers of
Blessing but don’t even come to church
when it rains.
We sing Blest be Tie That Binds and let
the least little offense server it.
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Sunday

We sing Serve the Lord with Gladness
and gripe about all we have to do.
We sing I Love to Tell the Story and never
mention it at all.
We sing Rescue the Perishing and never
even invite our neighbors to church.

Adult Bible Classes
Teens and Children Sunday school
Morning Worship Service
Evening Service

Wednesday

9:30 am
10:40 am
6:00 pm

Prayer and Bible Study
Children’s Bible Classes
Youth Ministry

7:00 pm

RU Addictions Program

7:00 pm

Friday

Meet our Members
Atlantic City native Sean Borden was first invited to attend Mainland Baptist Church in 2005 by Mrs. Carmen Cross, who was assisting on
an Atlantic County school bus at that time. Then nine years old, he began riding the Mainland Baptist Church bus on Sunday mornings.
Sean now admits that he was not consistent in his attendance in those early years, but on January 15, 2012, he attended a Sunday
morning youth ministry meeting at the Lions Center. It was there that he responded to the wonderful message of the gospel and trusted
the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. On August 25th of that same year, Sean followed the Lord in baptism. Mainland Baptist, as a
New Testament church, is a local assembly of baptized believers who have voluntarily joined themselves together to carry out the Great
Commission. Sean Borden, after salvation and scriptural baptism, followed that biblical pattern in joining our church on December 23,
2012. In the last few years, the Galloway resident has become increasingly involved in the service of the Lord by helping in the youth
ministry, ushering, setting up for Sunday school classes, and working in the bus ministry. Sean, whose favorite Bible verse is Jeremiah
33:3, has been assisting in the Egg Harbor Township and Pleasantville bus routes, as well as the newly revived
Atlantic City bus route. Those important ministries require time spent knocking on doors and inviting folks to church.
His niece Brianna, nephew Raymond and younger sister Shania all ride the EHT church bus. On Friday evenings, you
will find Sean at the RU Recovery Ministry, where students are instructed on how to have the victorious Christian life in
the power of the Holy Spirit living in every born again believer. This biblically based, Christ-centered program focuses
on Ten Principles of Prosperity, all supported by scripture. Sean’s favorite RU Principle is #6, “Those who do not love
the Lord will not help us serve the Lord.” This carpenter by trade lives out that principle by working for fellow born again
Christian Dan “The Handyman” Garman in his home repair business. Through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit,
Sean Borden hopes to love God and to love people more than ever in 2017.
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