HYMN STORIES

Stories of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual

He Leadeth Me
Written by Joseph Gilmore

Joseph H. Gilmore, the writer of this beloved hymn, tells his
story:
I had been speaking at the Wednesday evening service
of the First Baptist Church in Philadelphia, Corner of Broad
and Arch Streets, about the 23rd Psalm, and had been
especially impressed with the blessedness of being led by
God.
At the close of the service we adjourned to Deacon
Watson’s pleasant home where we were being entertained.
During our conversation the blessedness of God’s leading so
grew upon me that I took out my pencil, wrote the hymn just
as it stands today, handed it to my wife, and thought no more
of it.
She sent it without my knowledge to the Watchman and
Reflector magazine, and there it first appeared in print.
Three years later I went to Rochester, New York, to
preach as a candidate for the Second Baptist Church. Upon
entering the chapel I took up a hymnbook, thinking, I wonder
what they sing. The book opened up at He Leadeth Me, and
that was the first time I knew that my hymn had found a place
among the songs of the church.
The writer’s father was the governor of the state of New
Hampshire. He graduated from the Newton Theological
Seminary in 1861. Throughout his lifetime he pastored several
Baptist churches, served as a secretary to his father the
governor, was a professor of Hebrew at Newton Seminary,
and later at Rochester. Although Gilmore was highly
respected both in religious and educational circles, he is best
remembered for this hurriedly written text when he was just 28
years of age and a visiting supply preacher in Philadelphia.

National Hoops was with us the end of March and
held 3 on 3 basketball tournaments on Saturday,
March 24 at Galloway Twp. Middle School.
Praise the Lord for 34 teams and 35 public
professions of faith!

Mainland Lighthouse
“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, …” - Revelation 3:2

“God does not give you what you
can handle.
God helps you handle what you
are given.”

Camden, NJ native Michael Holt grew up in Ocean City and Somers Point, graduating from Mainland High School in 2007. He is
currently employed as a Certified Nursing Aide at the Linwood Care Center, where he met his wife Jennifer in 2014. Jennifer was
born in the Philippines and came to the United States as a five year old as a result of her father’s job bringing the family here.
After high school, she received her certification as an LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse). Jennifer trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as
her personal Savior in 1996 at First Baptist Church, Pleasantville, after hearing the wonderful news of the Gospel from Pastor
Gregory Barney. She then followed the Lord in obedience to scriptural baptism by immersion at First Baptist. Jennifer and
Michael began attending Mainland Baptist early in 2016 on the recommendation of Jennifer’s parents, Albert and Edith Golidan.
Jennifer, whose favorite Bible verses include Matthew 11:28-30, recalls, “I really liked the people here!” In addition to Sunday
and Wednesday church, Michael and Jennifer started coming to the Friday night RU Recovery Ministry, where they also
“received a lot of discipleship, love, support and prayers.” On Sunday morning, June 12, 2016, Michael Holt accepted the free
gift of God’s amazing grace, receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior. Just six weeks later, the newly
born-again Christian would have to lean on “the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort” with the untimely passing of his
older brother Robert. Four days after that tragedy, on July 31, Michael, whose favorite Bible verses are John 3:16 and Genesis
2:24, was baptized by Pastor Bult during the Sunday morning service. The book of Acts tells us that first century Christians
were saved, baptized and then they joined the local church. That’s exactly what Michael and Jennifer did on August 28, 2016,
becoming a part of the assembly of born-again, baptized believers known as Mainland Baptist Church! They
appreciate “a Bible based church that has so many different programs for children.” Michael enjoys serving
the Lord in the Sound Booth Ministry on Sunday mornings. On September 21, 2016, the couple was married
at Mainland Baptist by Pastor Bult. God has blessed the Holts with the gift of a handsome baby boy, Michael
Holt Jr., who celebrated his first birthday on March 6! The Holts, who faithfully attend the 9:30 am RU
Sunday morning Adult Bible Study Class with Jennifer’s parents, Albert and Edith Golidan, have been
discipling little Michael Jr. since he was just a few weeks old by bringing him to class with them! Mainland
Baptist has been blessed with the addition of the Holts to our church family!
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By Pastor Dean Bult

Upcoming
Events

The month of April starts out with Resurrection Sunday. The message that He is Risen
reminds us to celebrate the birth of new life—the life of Jesus—which takes root in the
hearts of those who “…hunger and thirst for righteousness…” (Mathew 5:6a). Ministries
can have a reputation of being vibrant works but, in reality, are as dead as a doornail.
The Lord’s remedy in Revelation 3:2 for the church of Sardis was, “Be watchful” and to
“strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die.” When Jesus was crucified,
died, and was buried the hopes of so many died also. However, Christ arose and now
He lives. He ministered for 40 days and nights before He ascended to Heaven. He sent
back the Holy Spirit as promised which now lives in all who are born again. The glory of
Christ reached its apex in the obedient sacrifice of the cross where Jesus triumphed
over the devil (Colossians 2:15). Jesus said, “…Now is the Son of man glorified, and
God is glorified in him.” (John 13:31b). Jesus said in John 8:31-32, “And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
Today there are fake worldviews that are trying to drown out the truth and neutralize
Christians. Some of these ideas are rooted in the new spirituality teachings. Post
modernistic philosophies are ruining people’s lives leading them to wrong values and
harmful practices. Islamic teachings, Marxism, and secular teachings tend to make
people believe that the God of the Bible is irrelevant. What can we do? Because the
Lord is alive, there is reason for hope. Today, world-class instructors from the top ranks
of academia and business, who are Christians, present powerful evidence for a
designed universe. They show how a Biblical understanding of right and wrong leads to
a flourishing society. They show how society functions best when the institutions of
family, church, and state exercise their proper authority within their God-ordained
spheres, just as described in the Bible. We need to encourage Christians to reject failed
utopian schemes, and instead use our talents to glorify God and make the world a better
place. 2 Timothy 2:2 is our mandate, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also.”
Revitalization takes place in a church when the pastor and people who remain; repent,
turn their eyes upon Jesus, and commit themselves to making disciples by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Our prayer must be, “Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may
rejoice in thee?” (Psalm 85:6). May the message and springtime of the season cause us
to be revitalized and believe it can happen to you.

4.1
4.8
4.11

Sunrise Service
He is Risen!
Spanish Service - PM
Absecon Manor Ministry

4.12
4.15
4.22
4.25

Pastors and Deacons Meeting
Guest Speaker Dr. Bill Shade - PM
Pilgrim Academy Choir - PM
Couples’ Night

youth ministry
Making Home Work
Hardcover

Gym Nights
Starts Wednesday, April 4th

$18.95

Ways you can help CBA

1. Pray

Informational
Booklets

2. Give
Join us as for a time of games, fellowship, and
a challenge from the Word of God.
Invite a friend to come with you!

Paperback
$1.50

3. Save Box Tops
4. Purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards

Stand Strong

(5% of all gift cards goes to our
school)

Hyles Anderson College
Music Groups
CD - $15.00

5. Donate used print cartridges
4.3

Use Your GPS - LETTING GOD DIRECT YOUR WAY
By Pastor Alan Fong Heritage Baptist Church

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

4.9
4.11
4.12
4.14

Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.—Psalm 119:133
I remember the days before there was GPS. I would order road maps from AAA, or purchase a Thompson Map. I would study the map to get a clear idea of
how to reach my destination. In every situation, the road map got me to where I needed to be. However, with the advent of the GPS, I can plug in my
desired destination, and with voice and map navigation, I have a much more enhanced means to get there. So, when I need to go somewhere, the first
thing that comes to mind is to use my GPS! Today, we are encouraged by a navigation tool that has never failed: God’s Word! We are encouraged to use
our GPS!
1. We Must Consider the Uncertain Perils - Life without the Word of God is a perilous maze with hidden pits, traps, dead ends, and disappointing
destinations. There are many voices whispering in our ears to take a path that looks appealing, but only leads to disaster. Proverbs 14:12 tells us, “There is
a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” There are many people who make it their business to tell us which road
to be on, but do not tell us the potential perils along the way. Remember any path you take that is not prescribed by God’s Word is filled with uncertain
perils.
2. We Must Consider the Unpretentious Prayer - The psalmist prayed, “Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.”
This is a narrow prayer. In this prayer, he is specifically asking God to guide his steps in God’s Word. He is trusting God to lead him in the right direction.
William Carey claimed Isaiah 54:2–3, “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy
cords, and strengthen thy stakes; For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate
cities to be inhabited.” In claiming this promise, he knew without any shadow of doubt that God was leading him to spend his life as a missionary to the
country of India. Jim Elliot prayed for God to give him clear direction in taking the gospel to Ecuador to a tribal people who had never heard the gospel. As
he waited on the Lord, the Lord gave him Exodus 23:20, “Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place
which I have prepared.” This is a faith prayer. When we pray for God to order our steps through His Word, we are putting complete faith in God’s direction.
It is letting the Lord know we are not putting our faith and trust in our feelings, or the unsound counsel of the world.
3. We Must Consider the Upright Path - David desired that no iniquity would have dominion over him. He desired God’s face to shine upon him. He
had an insatiable longing for God’s Word. In short, he did not want to stray off the path God had for him. His circumstances were so stressful he did not
want to make a judgment call that would lead to his injury or hurt. He remembered making decisions outside of God’s Word and the disasters that led to.
He did not want to fall into sin, be misled, or try to proceed without God’s favor upon him. He had a guided path. He had a godly path. He had a goodly
path.
The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.—Proverbs 4:18b
Use your GPS! It has never failed anyone before and will not fail you now. Lay out your life before God, open His Word, listen to His voice, and follow the
path He gives you.

4.15

Esther Hooper
Al “Hap” Warriner
Astrid Florez
Alim Parks, Jr.
Chrissy Bishop
Rose Siagon
Adrian Sanchez
Ola Oguntuase
Kiley White
Donn Middleton

4.16
4.18
4.24
4.26
4.28
4.29
4.30

Saira Banas
Annabel Delgado
Dan & Maryann Philippi
Kyle Burke
Tatiana Beaufils
Shannon & Vesna Breedlove
Jim Tyree
Doris & Harry Michel
Jason & Nicole Warriner

National Day of Prayer
Couples Event
Wednesday, April 25th
@ 7:00 pm

All couples are invited to attend and be
challenged from God’s Word.
Please also mark on your calendar
Saturday, August 18th @ 4:00 pm
Wednesday, November 7th @ 7:00 pm

Meeting at 12:10 pm

@ The Galloway Twp. Municipal Complex

