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Rooted in Love Stewardship #2

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Reno, Nevada
___________________________
Important to Know This Month:
Reformation 500 Events
Oktoberfest 2017
Stewardship—It’s Pledge Month!
Blessing of the Animals
Women’s Retreat

Cover Story . . .
Good Shepherd celebration the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation
Especially if this is your first time at
Good Shepherd, welcome! May
your worship today inspire and empower you for Christian discipleship
this week. We ask that you provide
your name, address and phone
number in the blue Friendship
Register at the end of the rows.
We promise not to pester you.
We welcome and encourage our
little people to join us for worship!
However, child care is available
in the nursery for your convenience
if you prefer. Activity bags for kids
are also available in the hallway. A
diaper changing table is available
in the nursery bathroom.
Assisted Listening Devices are
available for those with difficulty
hearing. Please inquire at the
Sound Booth.
For information on where to park
on Sunday mornings, please check
the second to last page of this
newsletter or the Welcoming Space
table. Questions? Check with a
staff member or call the office at
329-0696.

Information Kiosk in the
Welcoming Space:
Here you’ll find a lot of good information that we don’t always report
on in print. This is also the place to
look for signup sheets for various
activities.
Our website is at:
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org.
Are you on Facebook?
Become a fan of "Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Reno" and receive regular inspiration, updates, and connection throughout the week! ❖

A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation
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October 22
5pm—8pm

Our annual Oktoberfest is
Sunday, October 22, from 5 to
8pm. The A-Men will be cooking brats and hot dogs and will
provide the beer and wine.
We need the rest of you to
bring your favorite dish.
Please sign up at the Information Kiosk in the Welcoming Space. Besides good
food and fabulous fellowship,
we’ll have music, games and
dancing plus activities for the
kids. It’s our jolliest fest of the
year so come out and join us!

October
Pale October roses drooping ‘neath the eaves
Casting summer memories into fallen leaves.
Pumpkins on the door step, destined, not for pie
But to smile one night and die

~Elizabeth Lenz

A Message from Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen
Dear Friends in Christ,
This month marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther nailing his 95 theses to the
door of the Wittenberg Church in Germany and thus beginning the protestant reformation. In one sense it is a milestone anniversary of a momentous occasion in history; in another sense, it is a reminder that Luther and the Reformation are that far
distant from us both in time and place.
What, then, is the best way to mark this occasion? Over the past several months we
have collected socks and underwear for Good Shepherd Clothes Closet, exceeding
our goal of 500 items as a way to honor a legacy of service and compassion. In
worship together with other area Lutheran and Catholic congregations on Monday,
October 9th, we will commemorate this moment as a turning point and renewed collaboration for the sake of the
Gospel. In fellowship together as a congregation with our annual Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 22nd, we will
celebrate the German heritage of Lutheranism, which has, since its beginnings, sought to connect itself with a joy
for the good life and good living.
These are all good and important things. But behind each of them is a recognition of our common rootedness—in
the history and theology of the protestant reformation, in the culture of community and joviality of Luther’s Germany, but most importantly, in the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is what Luther called “Sola Scriptura” and “Solus Christus” – a recognition that as Christians, the Bible alone is our highest authority and that the
Bible testifies to “Jesus Christ alone as our Lord and Savior.” In other words, we are who we are because of God
who shows such great love for us through Christ Jesus.
Martin Luther and the Reformation were not 100% good news, but the Gospel is. And so as we as a church both
celebrate our rootedness in the Reformation and continue to reform and atone for its failings, this theme –
“Rooted in Love” – will be the focus of our worship and preaching as, rooted in the past, we imagine together the
new ways in which God is calling us into the future. You will soon hear more about this theme in a letter from our
Stewardship team, but in the meantime, I encourage you to continue to celebrate God’s love—old and new and to
share it with those you encounter. As we prepare together to make our annual financial commitments to the life
and ministry of this congregation, we do so not with a sense of Lutheran (or Christian) triumphalism, nor with a
sense of charity or guilt, but rather, out of a firm belief in and commitment to our God who Saint Paul prays, “may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love” (Ephesians 3:17).
And so, in the weeks and month ahead, I invite you to join in the service, in the commemoration, in the celebration,
but most importantly, in the commitment of our Lord Jesus Christ whose love stretches across time and space to
dwell in and with each one of us. Rooted in such love, may we commit our lives and our selves to Christ’s service.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Amy

Stewardship Sundays
Oct. 8:

God provides for us
What Does God Say About our Giving?

Oct. 15: God nurtures us
Scarcity and Abundance

Oct. 22: We harvest and give back what
God provides
Commitment Cards Received in worship
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Sunday Worship
Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services
7:30am
9am Contemporary
11am Traditional
Oct. 1

16th Sunday of Pentecost with
Healing Stations
Oct. 8 17th Sunday of Pentecost
Oct. 15 18th Sunday of Pentecost
Oct. 22 19th Sunday of Pentecost

2nd Wednesday Taize Service
October 11, 7pm
Good Shepherd is starting a monthly Taize Service for
LGBTQ people and their allies. This service includes meditation and music, prayers and fellowship. All are welcome
to attend. If you are familiar with Taize and have special
talents and would like to help with the service, you are welcome. For more information, contact Rachael Pitts at
firelightandshadow@gmail.com or Pr. Amy Allen at
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org

Thurs., Oct. 12, 6:30pm

Oct. 29 Reformation Sunday - Wear RED to worship!
Bible Presentation to 3rd Graders
Reformation Sunday is the day that we commemorate
Martin Luther’s bold move to reform the Catholic church.
The liturgical color of the day is red, which represents the
Holy Spirit and the martyrs of the Christian Church.

A Joint Lutheran – Roman Catholic service

“From Conflict to Communion”
October 9, 2017 at 6pm
St. Therese the Little Flower Church
875 E. Plumb Lane, Reno
This joint service is a Commemoration of the Reformation
Report of the Lutheran—Roman Catholic Commission on
Unity and is open to everyone. A joint choir will lead music, and offerings will be divided between the Catholic
charities and the Faith Lutheran Food Pantry. The service
will be followed by coffee, desserts and snacks.
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This year at Good Shepherd, we will
have a Blessing of the Animals worship service. It's customary that in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi's
love for all creatures, animals are led to
churches for this special ceremony. No
elephants or grizzly bears, please. Youth will provide pet
sitting from 5-8pm as a fundraiser if you wish to attend the education and Long Range Planning events
that evening without your pet.

Thank you, Summer Musicians!
We were so blessed to have these musicians generously
share their gifts in worship this past summer:
Isaac, Daniel, Jonathan and Nathan Hickox-Young
Becca Allen—violin
Pr. Erik Allen—trumpet
Shelby Damron—violin
Peter Lenz—cello
David Gaunt—vocal/piano
Chloe Hoy-Bianchi & Louis Ling—vocal/guitar
Todd Mauldin—vocal/ukelele
Shaun O’Reilly—vocal
Nathan Hickox-Young—violin
Esthermae Haines and the Oldies Choir
Mike Lynch—organ
Vacation Bible School kids and youth
Su Kemp—vocal
Kent Kubista—vocal
Grace Tibben-Lembke—vocal
Jennie Tibben—vocal
Haven Flores—harp
Paul Campbell—vocal
Andrea Lenz—piano/organ

Kids’ Community & Youth Group
Sunday mornings—Faith & Chimes

Oktoberfest Party!
October 22, 5-8pm
All kids and youth are invited to this church-wide party.
See details on page 2. We will have games and art stations
set up in Luther Hall. Come, and wear a costume too!

Trick or Treat!
October 28, 5-7pm
Tricks, Treats & Treasures in
Downtown Reno’s Riverwalk Area
October 28th Halloween fun is kicked up a
notch with free family entertainment and free trick-or-treating
for children during the Halloween Weekend. Good Shepherd
is hosting a table at the City Plaza, sponsored in part by
Thrivent Financial Action Team Grant. Bring your kiddos and
grandkids downtown for some safe and fun trick-or-treating.

We have been enjoying times of faith and art—practicing as
bell choirs on Sunday mornings as part of kids’ community
and youth groups. Our 1st-6th graders share a piece of
music with the 9am and 11am services on Sunday, Oct.
22nd and the Youth share a piece with the 9am and 11am
services on Reformation Sunday, Oct. 29th.
Kids’ Community has also been working on green art projects and talking about faith and being stewards of creation.
We are continuing to explore this new time of faith/art/music
from 9:55am-10:55am each Sunday morning. Come join in!

Thursday Evenings—GIFT Nights:
Join us for dinner every Thursday night from 5-6pm.
Note: No dinner on October 12 because of Blessing of the
Animals worship.
Our annual Learning the Language Bible retreat is part of
Thursday nights this fall. First—third graders and a parent or
Godparent or sponsor are invited to the two part retreat, Oct.
19th and 26th, (5pm-7pm). New bibles will be presented
to participants on Sunday, October 29th.
Coming in November, our Thursday night gatherings for
kids’ community shift to begin work on our Advent Musical - prep and fun: Join us as we sing, act, and play together getting ready for Sunday, Dec. 17th. Our musical this
year is: “Twas the Light Before Christmas!”

Youth:
God's Creation: "We Care Goals"
As a continuation of our faith formation emphasis on earth
keeping and "green" practices over the past month, the children of Kids Community have created a tree! During the
month of October we invite members and friends of Good
Shepherd to make a renewed commitment to caring for God's
creation with one (or more) specific task(s) and to write these
goals on the leaves provided next to our tree. As the autumn
leaves fall around us, we hope that our bare tree will bloom
with the richness of our care for God's creation!

We are combining our middle and high school youth groups
for the Fall. We continue to meet as a youth group on Sunday mornings and learn bells. Middle Schoolers have been
studying the Old Testament as “confirmation class” on
Thursday nights. See Shaun for updated schedules on Confirmation themes and learning sessions.
Dinner Gathering: October 8, 6-8pm
Pet Sitting: October 12, come for the blessing service,
stay to watch pets before/after. This is a fundraiser
for camps and National Youth Gathering.
Oktoberfest Fun & Wildness: October 22, 5-8pm
Middle School Fall Retreat: Nov. 11-12th, 3pm-11am
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Fall 2017
Women’s Retreat

Renewed and Re-formed
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me." – Psalm 51:10

Friday, November 3, 6:00-8:30pm
& Saturday, November 4, 9am-4pm
at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Through baptism God promises to make us all a
new creation in Christ. This Fall the women of Good
Shepherd will gather to remember this promise and
take up the prayer of Psalm 51, “Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me!”
Science has shown that such spiritual well being
best occurs when we tend to every aspect of our
personal well-being. Over the course of two days,
we will gather together to renew and re-form our
commitments to our personal intellectual, social,
emotional, physical, financial, and vocational wellbeing.
Pastor Amy will lead our worship and Bible Study
and a variety of talented women from Good Shepherd will lead us in small group discussions and
workshops around each of these topics. Each participant will be able to select from the workshops that
most speak to them, including opportunities for
games, art, yoga, prayer journaling, and much more!
Registration is due by Sunday, October 29
Cost is $20 per person.
Limited need-based scholarships are available
through the church office.
Brochures available soon!
Sponsored in part by a
Thrivent Financial Action Team Grant
Shepherd’s Voice, October 2017, page 6

Sunday Morning at 10am
Join us between services in Luther
Hall (basement). We are continuing our discussions about green
themes and earthkeeping for the
first part of October.
10/1 - Biblical Foundations
for Earthkeeping - Shaun
10/8 - Creating Waits with Eager
Longing! - Pr. Tom
Then we move to a 6 session study on the book of Jonah
with Pr. Amy Allen and Shaun O’Reilly. The book of Jonah
paints a picture of a God who pushes God's people to go beyond religious and ethnic boundaries to share the love and
mercy of God with all of God's desire to save all people. This
study explores how Jonah offers a vision in which God's love
and mercy is not only available to the people of Israel, but to
other peoples as well. We begin October 15!

RIC Book Group
The next book chosen is A Time to Embrace:
Same-Sex Relationships in Religion, Law, and
Politics by William Stacy Johnson. We will read
Part I: Religion in October and Part II: Law &
Politics in November. Discussion dates are:
Thursday, October 26, 6:30-8pm (Part I)
Thursday, November 16, 6:30-8pm (Part II)
For more information, contact Pr. Amy Allen at:
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org.

Weekday Adult Bible Classes
Tuesdays | Noon—Join this Bible class led by
the upcoming Sunday’s preaching pastor at noon
on Tuesdays in the Ministry Center. Feel free to
bring your lunch.
Thursdays | 3pm—Here is another opportunity
to study God’s Word with this self-led group. Join
us on Thursdays at 3pm in the Ministry Center.
Thursdays | 6pm—We continue our study “By Heart” of Luther’s
Small Catechism. Join just for the study or come early for dinner
from 5-6pm.

Caring for our Congregation
How does Good Shepherd Care
for our Congregation?
Did you realize we have many ministries that assist us in providing support to our
congregation? Most of these ministries don’t cost the church a dime because they
rely on members to care for one another. Here are some of our caregiving ministries (and let us know if you’d like to become involved with one or if you’d like to
receive help from one/some of them):

On September 17 we celebrated
One Year together with Pr. Erik
and Pr. Amy. We are so grateful
for the many gifts they bring to this
congregation! And we look forward
to many more years ahead!
Thank you to all for your
thoughtful and supportive
cards and greetings. We too
look forward to many years
ahead!
In Christ,
Prs. Erik & Amy

Spiritual:
Prayer Chain Team
Visitation Ministry
Eucharistic Ministers
Healing Ministers
Grief Support Group

Practical:
Meals Ministry
Good Grief Team
Baptismal Sponsors
Congregational Sponsors
Care Mail Team
Rides Ministry (coming in the New Year)

Eucharistic / Visitation Minister Training
October 22, 10am or 12pm
We are holding Eucharistic Minister & Visitation Minister
trainings on October 22 at either 10am or 12pm. If you are
interested in visiting our homebound members, please come
to this training! No previous experience required! Sign up at
the Information Kiosk in the Welcoming Space or contact
Maribeth Doerr, Pastoral Care Assistant, at 329-0696 or
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.

Grief Support Group
We are finalizing plans for our Fall Grief Group. If you have an interest, please let
us know and we will add you to the information list. Call Maribeth Doerr at 3290696 or maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.

Dear Prs Erik &
Amy and Staff,
We want to express our thanks
again for the warm and wonderful
send off given us on August 20.
We shall not forget the many
kindnesses shown to us over the
years. Good Shepherd and its
worshipers will always remain in
our hearts.
In Christian love,
Al & Lola Ouska

Where is the Sunday Prayer Guide?
In an effort to reduce paper wastage, we are no longer printing the guide. We
were throwing away nearly all of them every week. It is available via email
through the Prayer Chain. Contact Barbara Reese at bkreese@outlook.com
and she will add you to her list.

Congratulations to George Summerhill!
George Summerhill will receive the Distinguished Alumni
Award for 2017 by his Alma Mater, Thiel College, Greenville, Pennsylvania. He is being recognized for achievements in his work career as well as a community volunteer
at church, Rotary International and Silver Sage Manor,
Inc. George will be honored at a luncheon during Homecoming on October 14, 2017. Thiel College is one of the
26 colleges and universities supported by the ELCA.
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Ree Kem & Jennifer Williamson

Bambi Gillette

Nick Buczek & Hannah Law

Welcome New Members!

Noah Glick & Andrea Landis

Karen & Gary Evjen

Gerri & Jerry Krummel

Derek Nance

Cindy Karppinen

Ted & Carolyn Kell

Not pictured: Christine, Mike, Matt & Grace Cicchi; Maija Napierkowski; Ellen Marston;
Paul, Jessica, Elizabeth & Charlotte Thomsen

Fall 2017 New Member Orientation Class

Welcome Back!
And a big welcome back to the
Leff Family who recently moved
back to Reno!

Abby, Stephanie, Sven & Anna Leff

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday—September 10, 2017

(more pictures on the back page)

Caring for Others
September 26, 2017
Dear Friends at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Thank you for your fantastic
donation of new socks and underwear. Your gift is important to
us as we come to the time of year when the weather changes
and more people come to us for help.
At Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet we are grateful for your
support over the years, not just in supplying us with needed
clothing, but also with volunteers and even Board members.
We value your partnership more than you could possibly know.

We did it! Thanks, Good Shepherd!
Our goal was to collect
500 socks and undies
for the Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet .

We collected 628!

Sincerely,
Chris Rhodes, Executive Director
Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet
Editor’s Note: When the Clothes Closet came to pick up our
collection, they said our timing was divine given that they had
completely run out of underwear the day before!

MARTIN LUTHER—A POLYANNA?
th

This year Lutherans and others are marking the 500 anniversary of the Reformation. In connection with that, much
has been written and said about Martin Luther, his beliefs,
writings and accomplishments. In the Large Catechism,
Luther declares government to be one of God’s good
gifts. To that we might respond, “What was he thinking?”
The news today is filled with stories of government corruption, exploitation, and denial of every kind and in every
place. It’s hard to imagine that government in Luther’s day
was any better. In the Middle Ages, the Church and the
monarchies collaborated to maintain their mutual wealth and power, usually at
the expense of common people. Yet in this setting, Luther wrote that we should
pray “for the civil authorities and the government, for it is chiefly through them
that God provides us daily bread and all the comforts of this life. Although we
have received from God all good things in abundance, we cannot retain any of
them or enjoy them in security and happiness were God not to give us a stable,
peaceful government.” This seems to be a very naïve world view that promotes
stability over all else.
However Luther’s doctrine is subtler than that. He taught that civic leaders are stewards of the public good, and that it is part of every Christian’s
vocation to hold them accountable when they fail in this duty. This tradition
of calling out public officials for poor performance continues today. The ELCA
has an Office of Advocacy, and it supports Offices of Public Policy in many
states. Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada is one of them.
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Going back to the early 1990’s,
when LEAN was Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Nevada, Lutheran advocacy has worked at the Legislature
to help public servants succeed in
their vocation. LEAN and its predecessors have given “cover” for politicians to
do what is right in the face of pressure.
LEAN has provided a bridge for dialog
and compromise between competing
individuals and factions. LEAN has
raised the profile of Christian faith at the
Legislature by offering “Ashes to Go” in
the legislative building on Ash Wednesday, and by testifying at legislative hearings in clerical garb.
LEAN is proud to claim Luther’s mandate to hold government accountable, and to carry out our mission to
speak for those who cannot speak for
themselves. We consider advocacy to
be part of the “God’s Work, Our Hands”
approach that the ELCA fosters. God is
at work in the world through social institutions, provided they are kept “on task”
by informed, engaged Christians.
Please visit LEAN’s website,
leanforjustice.org to learn more.

Hurricane Harvey
Relief Volunteers Trip
October 15-21, 2017
Rev. Jeanie Shaw, Interim Pastor at Truckee Lutheran
Presbyterian Church, is leading a trip to the Houston
area through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Spaces
are available to go with her group. She expects they will
be working hands-on on individual houses replacing drywall. The cost is $400 plus your airfare.

Hurricane Harvey Help
Hurricane Harvey Gift Cards

The group is partnering with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and staying at St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in Beaumont, Texas.

We will be collecting gift cards, cash and check donations to
provide meals to families affected by Hurricane Harvey
through Sunday, October 15. Look for the wish list and collection box in the Welcoming Space. (Please make checks
payable to Good Shepherd / memo line "Houston Gift Cards")

Interested volunteers should IMMEDIATELY contract
Trip Coordinator Camille Cable at 916-501-7274 or
Team Lead Rev. Jeanie Shaw (916) 996-6236 or
revjeanshaw@yahoo.com.

CROP Walk for Hunger
October 15, 2017 at 2pm.
Starting at theSnowflake Pavilion
in Idlewild Park
If you are interested in raising money and walking in the
CROP Walk please contact Cindy Mercado for more information and a sponsorship envelope. If you cannot participate, perhaps you would be willing to sponsor Cindy or
someone else who is walking. Contact Cindy Mercado at
750-5970 or email her at cindy.mercado07@yahoo.com.

October 22, 1pm, at Our Savior
Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran
churches who bring food once a month to working-poor families. They deliver up to 82 bags of October 22 September 24,
at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Sparks.
Our shopping list for October:
• Cold cereal (We need 27 boxes.)
• Canned fruit (We need 41 cans.)
• Powdered Milk Packets (We need 41 packets.)
• Peanut Butter (We need 27 jars.)
• Bar soap (We need as many as possible.)
Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940
if you can assist.

2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, October 15
Cal Lutheran University
Every month on the third Sunday, we take a special
offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over
and above the regular offerings received. Each
month we focus on a different ministry in our Synod.
The October 15 offering will be distributed as
follows:
• 1/3 to Cal Lutheran University
• 1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project
Lazarus)
• 1/3 to serve poor people worldwide (ELCA
Hunger Appeal)
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October 22, 5pm—8pm
Our annual Oktoberfest is Sunday, October 22, from 5 to 8pm. The A-Men will be
cooking brats and hot dogs and will provide the beer and wine. We need the rest
of you to bring your favorite dish. Please
sign up at the Information Kiosk in the
Welcoming Space. Besides good food
and fabulous fellowship, we’ll have music,
games and dancing plus activities for the
kids. It’s our jolliest fest of the year so
come out and join us!

Ongoing Meetings /Events
Sundays
• All worship services Healing Stations (1st
Sunday of the month)
• 8am 4GSus Band rehearsal
• 9:30am Adult choir rehearsal (choir
room)
• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sun./month)
• Shared Harvest (4th Sun./month)
Mondays
• 9:30am Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st &
3rd Mon./month)
• 1:30pm Staff Meeting
Tuesdays
• Movie Group (3rd Tuesday/month)
• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tues./
month)
• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tues./month)
• 6:30pm Green Team (4thTues./month)
Wednesdays
• 12pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Weds/mo.)
• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Weds/mo.)
• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Weds/
mo.)
• 7pm 2nd Wednesday Taize Service for
LGBTQ people & their allies (2nd Weds/
month)
• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (3rd Weds/mo.)
Thursdays
• 5-7pm GIFT Growing In Faith Together
• 6:30pm RIC Book Group (4th Thurs/mo.)
Fridays
• 9:15am Worship Setup
• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd Fri/
month)
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Ongoing Faith Formation
Sundays
• 8:45am Earlybirds class
• 10am Kids’ Community and
Music/Art for 3yrs.-High School
• 10am Adult Faith Formation
Tuesdays
• 12pm Lectionary Bible Class
Thursdays
• 3pm Bible Study
• 5-7pm GIFT: Growing In Faith
Together (dinner & learning
groups for all ages)

NOVEMBER
Nov. 5 All Saints Sunday
Daylight Savings Time begins
Nov. 23-24 Office closed for
Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
Dec. 17 Children’s Advent Play

Call the church office for holiday
class schedules

October Hiking
Schedule
October 14—Marlette Lake
October 20-22—Bodega Bay in
Sonoma County, California
For more information,
contact Lisa Mays at
NVfirechick@me.com or 745-0840

Looking for more detailed
information about upcoming
events? Go to our website at
www.goodshepherdreno.org
or call the church office at
329-0696

Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 24
Candlelight with Holy Communion
Note New Times!
10am Contemporary Worship—
the ONLY morning service
4pm Contemporary Worship
with 4 Jesus Band
7pm / 9pm Traditional Worship
with choir and Brass/Timpani
Monday, Dec. 25 No worship
Sunday, Dec. 31 Worship with
Lessons and Carols

by Ron Lembke
Governing Board President
I’d like to take this opportunity to reflect on some of the many things that have happened in the life of Good Shepherd in the
past year since Pastors Amy and Erik arrived. Without dwelling on the joy and entertainment that William has added to the
11:00 service, here are a number of things we have done in the past year:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Celebrated the upcoming 500th anniversary of the Reformation by collecting 628 pairs of socks and underwear
Helped beautify Idlewild Park for God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
Marched in the Reno Pride Parade and met people at our table in the park
Started GIFT: Growing In Faith Together on Thursday nights
Began supporting AMMPARO an ELCA program to Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation
and Opportunities.
Participated in various marches and vigils downtown to stand against injustice and inequality
Re-discovered the old sanctuary space in Shepherd Hall as a comfortable, small chapel space for Lenten and
Advent
services
Hired Pastor Tom Blake to lead our High School Youth as Shaun O’Reilly reduces his hours at Good Shepherd, in order to
study on campus at the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley
Hired Derek Nance as our new handbell choir director for children.

On the more administrative side (but as the president, this is where my brain went first), we:
• Passed a very optimistic budget with a 11% increase, and the congregation has risen to the challenge, with year to date
offerings bringing us close to a balanced budget.
• Re-financed the mortgage for our new sanctuary to a lower interest rate
• Paid an additional $50,000 down on our mortgage
• Gave serious discussion to purchasing the property next door
I know there have been many other wonderful events I haven’t had room to list. All in all, a very successful first year, and we
look forward to many, many more!

Prayer Attributed to a 17th Century Mother Superior
Lord, you know better than I know myself that I am growing older, and will some day be old. Keep me from getting talkative,
and particularly from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.
Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Keep my mind from the recital of endless details – give me
wings to come to the point.
I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ pains. But seal my lips on my own aces and pains – they are increasing, and my love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. Help me to endure them with patience.
I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to
clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want to be a saint – some of them are so hard to live with – but a sour old woman is
one of the crowning works of the devil.
Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And give me, O Lord, the
grace to tell them so.
Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but
thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.
Amen.
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by Larry Beermann
The New Building Finance Team is pleased to announce the successful refinancing of the remaining building loan balance. Mission Investment Fund agreed to refinancing the current loan balance of $637,306.93 reducing the interest rate
from 4.75% to 3.875% fixed rate, thereby reducing the monthly loan payment amount over a five-year term. The current
loan was scheduled to be renegotiated in two years.
“While this reduction could allow us to make smaller monthly payments,” said Linda Smith team Chairperson, “it is our
intention to continue making the current $9,450 monthly payments with the goal of paying off the loan as quickly as possible.”
The congregation’s commitment to meeting our monthly payments and making additional principal reductions helped us
secure a reduced loan fee from $6,373.00 to $1,000.00 in exchange for agreeing to shift our building fund bank account
from Wells Fargo Bank to a bank account with Mission Investment Fund.
Smith also noted that an additional $50,000.00 was paid against the loan balance in the first half of 2017. Your support
with pledges that are made sooner rather than later help us have more flexibility in making better financial decisions and
completing capital projects.
Mission Investment Fund is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America that makes loans to ELCA congregations for capital projects.

AUGUST Financial Report
General Operating Fund
AUG. Income:
AUG. Expense:
AUG. Income/Expense
Year-to-date Income:
Year-to-date Expenses:
Income/Expense Year-to-Date:
DEC. 31, 2016 Gen. Checking Bal.
AUG. 30, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.

$ 31,814.58
$ 45,582.56
$ (-13,767.98)
$ 342,372.50
$ 354,238.14
$ (-11,865.64)
$ 33,391.73
$ 22,621.05
$
1,461.59
$
2,225.92
$ 20,399.75
$ 40,715.65
$ 88,504.56
$ 637,306.93

Questions or Concerns? Contact:
• Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finances
deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
• Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
financial@goodshepherdreno.org
• Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer
lounkaren@aol.com

August Worship Attendance
8/06
8/13
8/20
8/27

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians
from every tradition, and people new to the faith.
Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow
Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe.
Welcome to new visitors and old friends.
Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to
feel unwelcome by the church.

Other Accounts:
Project Lazarus
Youth Fund
Columbarium Fund
Memorial Fund
Building Funds (all)
Mortgage balance

7:30
21
18
21
21

You Are Welcome Here

9am
102
91
86
85

11am
94
95
98
103

Total
217
204
205
209

Ave. Weekly Worship Attendance: 209

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and
culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual
orientation and gender identity. We want to be clear
that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender
and queer persons to participate in the life of the
congregation.
Welcome to believers, questioners, and
questioning believers. This is a place where you are
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here.
This is a place where lives are made new.
Come and see!

A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
357 Clay Street, Reno, NV 89501
775-329-0696; Fax 775-329-0703
email: staff@goodshepherdreno.org; website: http://www.goodshepherdreno.org

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday—9am to 5pm; Friday—9am to 4pm

Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Staff

Extension

Pr. J. Erik Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Deanna Gaunt, Dir. of Worship, Finances, & Communication
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation
Maribeth Doerr, Office Coordinator & Pastoral Care Assistant
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
Jennie Tibben, Choir Director
Andrea Lenz, Organist
Pr. Tom Blake, High School Youth Coordinator
Derek Nance, Youth Chime / Handbell Director
Ciara Hornbarger, Faith Formation Assistant
Nathan Hickox-Young, AV Specialist
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller, Events Coordinator
Madeleine Williams, Nursery Worker

Where to Park

110
114
101
105
100
106
104
104
-

Email

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
Shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
Financial@goodshepherdreno.org
PrTom@goodshepherdreno.org
Derek@goodsehpherdreno.org
Ciara@goodshepherdreno.org
-

2017 Governing Board

On Sundays and Weekdays after 7pm:
• Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church)
including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior
spots
• 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney)
• 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot)
• 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building)
• 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services)

• Ron Lembke, President
ronlembke@gmail.com

On-the-street parking any day:
• California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St.
• Ridge St. EAST of Clay St.

• Nicole Guyette, Member at Large
guyetten@gmail.com

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on:
• Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St.

• Lou Mendes, Treasurer
lounkaren@aol.com
• Lori Bigham, Secretary
lbigham@bighamconsulting.com

• Denise Kolton, Member at Large
bdKolton@gmail.com
• Mel Cone, Member at Large
melcone@melcone.com

Photos

Church Info & Signups

We are enjoying the ability to have color photos in
our publications and to be able to take candid shots
of our ministry in action. If you do NOT want your
photo included in any of these publications, please
alert the photographer/staff and let them know. Otherwise, you may see your face in print!
~ Deanna Gaunt

Be sure to check out our new Information Kiosk in the Welcoming
Space. This now holds our signup
sheets, newsletters, brochures and
other important papers. Just look for
the life-size poster of Martin Luther.
He’ll point you in the right direction!

Notary Public
Service
Available at
Good Shepherd
Office
Coordinator
Maribeth Doerr is a
Notary Public. If you
need documents notarized, call the office
to schedule an appointment with Maribeth. She’ll be happy
to notarize your documents
free
(with
proper identification
of course!).

