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Important to Know This Month:
*All Saints Sunday
*GIFT Nights
*Advent Festival
*Advent Worship

Front Cover Story . . .
Fall is here and with all the changes in our outside world, perhaps it’s time to take stock of the
changes in our inside world as well. Photo from
Bob Kemp at last year’s GS Hike in Idaho.

Especially if this is your first time at
Good Shepherd, welcome! May
your worship today inspire and empower you for Christian discipleship
this week. We ask that you provide
your name, address and phone
number in the blue Friendship
Register at the end of the rows.
We promise not to pester you.
We welcome and encourage our
little people to join us for worship!
However, child care is available
in the nursery for your convenience
if you prefer. Activity bags for kids
are also available in the hallway. A
diaper changing table is available
in the nursery bathroom.
Assisted Listening Devices are
available for those with difficulty
hearing. Please inquire at the
Sound Booth.
For information on where to park
on Sunday mornings, please check
the second to last page of this
newsletter or the Welcoming Space
table. Questions? Check with a
staff member or call the office at
329-0696.

Back Cover Story . . .
In this month of Thanksgiving, a few members
share their thanks to and for YOU. THANK YOU
GOOD SHEPHERD!
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Information Kiosk in the
Welcoming Space:
Here you’ll find a lot of good information that we don’t always report
on in print. This is also the place to
look for signup sheets for various
activities.
Our website is at:
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org.
Are you on Facebook?
Become a fan of "Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Reno" and receive regular inspiration, updates, and connection throughout the week! ❖

It’s not about the turkey or watching games on the TV
It’s not the family gathering or Friday’s shopping spree
It’s the time to count your blessings
All His gifts to you and me.
~ Elizabeth Lenz

A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation

A Message from Pr. J. Erik Allen

Time to Wait!
Like many adults in the past few years I have joined the “smartwatch”
world. The time had come for me to replace my everyday wristwatch
and wanting to have both a better idea of my daily activity levels and
stay “connected”, I purchased an Apple Watch. For the most part I
have enjoyed the fun features, daily reminders and overall Dick Tracy
feel of this smartwatch, and I know that I’m not alone in this—
smartwatches have a growing niche in the market. However, there is
one thing that drives me crazy when it comes to my smartwatch—the
waiting!
Let me explain. In an effort to prolong battery life Apple designed their smartwatch to have the
watch face turn off after a short period of rest. Moreover, simple arm movements are not even
meant to make the display light up. Rather, it is the specific motion of turning your wrist as if to look
at the watch face that actually causes the electronic display to light up with the time. What that
means is there is no such thing as a casual glance at an Apple Watch. One must with great intentionality lift and turn your arm to see what time it is. In fact, even as I write this month’s Shepherd’s
Voice article my Apple Watch face remains a glossy black as if to remind me that it alone controls
the time! Even now, after eighteen months of daily wear, I’m still not used to the waiting it demands
of me.
Advent is a season of waiting. As a church we intentionally begin a period of time where our expectations are challenged and the daily rhythm of our lives abruptly changes. In the season of
Advent, we are confronted by God who takes control of our time and breaks into our lives with gifts
of hope, peace, joy and love. Now if you’re like me the thought of God controlling my time is not an
easy one, and yet, as the season of Advent reminds us, it is a necessary one. For it is in this divine disruption of our time that we begin to learn the humbling truth of the Incarnation. Beloved
friends, in this season of Advent, we wait with the expectation that God’s story will enter our hearts
in new ways and light up the face of Jesus in our world that longs not for darkness but the light that
only He can bring.
Grace and peace,
Pr. Erik

Midweek Advent Worship & Soup Suppers
Thursday—Dec. 7, Dec. 14 & Dec. 21
GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) at 5pm
Potluck Soup/Salad at 6pm; Advent Worship at 6:30pm
Please join during the season of Advent for a respite from the busyness of
the holidays. We gather for fellowship and soup and conclude with the
music from Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer. Come experience
the beauty of intimate evening worship in our “old” worship space,
Shepherd Hall.

Shepherd’s Voice, November 2017, page 3

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services
7:30am
9am Contemporary
11am Traditional

Nov. 5 All Saints Sunday Celebrating again the Easter
Good News that God’s love is stronger than death, we remember and honor those members of our church who have
died since last All Saints, along with others beloved by you.
If you would like to have your saints named during worship
on November 5, cards are available in the Welcoming
Space to list their names and which worship service you
will be attending on that day.
Those from our congregation who will be honored this year
are:
Marilyn McHugh—October 11, 2016*
Rich Bennett—January 29, 2017
Iris Maytan—July 5, 2017
Nancy Boxill—July 8, 2017
Jessie Wallace—July 8, 2017
Mary Hughes—September 25, 2017
* We learned of Marilyn’s death after All Saints 2016.

2nd Wednesday Taize Service
November 8 at 7pm
Good Shepherd sponsors a
monthly Taize Service for LGBTQ
people and their allies. This second Wednesday service includes
meditation and music, prayers
and fellowship. All are welcome
to attend. If you are familiar with
Taize and have special talents
and would like to help with the
service, you are encouraged to
share those gifts. For more information, contact Rachael
Pitts at firelightandshadow@gmail.com or Pr. Amy Allen
at PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org.

2017 Advent Festival!
A Season of Waiting
Thursday, November 30, 5-7:30pm
A kickoff event – dinner and fundraiser for Youth
headed to the National Youth Gathering in Houston
Come join us for a night with dinner, performances, and
crafts for individuals & families to share and use
throughout the Advent season.
**Sign up to let us know you’re coming to a very special
GIFT night!

Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 24
Candlelight with Holy Communion

Note New Times!

Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 22, at 7pm
Immaculate Conception Church
The 32nd annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service will
be held at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in
Sparks.
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10am / 4pm Contemporary Worship
with 4 Jesus Band
7pm / 9pm Traditional Worship
with choir and Great Basin Brass/Timpani
Monday, Dec. 25 No worship
Sunday, Dec. 31 Worship with Lessons and Carols

GIFT Nights
Growing in Faith Together
Children: We gather for games and themes around
Thankfulness, and we’ll prepare Advent songs and art.
Join us!
Youth: are invited to our Confirmation topics on Service
and Justice! We’re taking a November feeling of
Thankful/Grateful and brainstorming ideas of justice in
our towns and schools!
Adults: Our group will do a three week study/discussion
on Grateful Stewardship, coinciding with this month with
Thanksgiving and also the recent giving campaign and
commitments for Good Shepherd operating budget.
Let’s dig into the traditions of faith that stand behind
grateful giving.
All are invited to our special Advent Kick-off on Nov. 30!
Journey with Christ, for adults, begins on Thursday,
Dec. 7. Save the date, and contact Adam Welmerink at
awelmerink@gmail.com / 622-1874 or Dolly Keller at 636
-5469 / elizabethdollyk@gmail.com with questions or to
RSVP.

Faith Formation for Kids &
Youth:
Kids' Community and Youth Groups continue on Sundays: community, art and music!

In November we begin rehearsing
for our Advent Musical, to be performed together Sunday, December 17. Join us for “Twas the
Light Before Christmas!” Practice on Sundays and Thursdays,
dress rehearsal 9am-11am on
Saturday, December 16. Rehearsals for speaking
parts will happen on Thursday nights during “GIFT,”
and maybe a few extra times too. Email Shaun with
any questions at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org.

Adult Faith Formation
Sunday 10am Class
The book of Jonah paints a picture of a God who pushes
God's people to go beyond religious and ethnic boundaries to share the love and mercy of God with all of God's
desire to save all people. This study explores how Jonah
offers a vision in which God's love and mercy is not only
available to the people of Israel, but to other peoples as
well.
This 4-session course explores selected passages from
Jonah.
Oct. 29: Where Was Jonah Going? (Jonah 1:1-17)
Nov. 5: What Was Jonah Praying? (Jonah 2:1-10)
Nov. 12: What Was Jonah Saying? (Jonah 3:1-10)
Nov. 19: What Was Jonah Thinking? (Jonah 4:1-11)
Nov. 26: Recap and Review and comparative look
(again) at Louis Ling’s musical Jonah.

Next Youth Group Dinner and
National Gathering Meeting:
Sunday, Nov. 5th. 6pm-8:30pm
All 7th-12th Graders invited

Middle School Fall Retreat Starts Sat., Nov. 11
It's an overnight retreat, from 2pm Saturday to 11am
Sunday, and the cost is $25. That includes snacks, dinner, breakfast, games, and a giving project! We will be
retreating at Good Shepherd, with traveling mixed in.
RSVP to Shaun.

Youth Fellowship: Let’s Go See Reno
High’s Much Ado About Nothing on Friday,
Nov. 17th! Dessert and Games at Good Shepherd after the show. Save the date, see Shaun for details.
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Caring for our Congregation
New Ways to Care for Our Congregation!
By Deanna Gaunt
At last month’s Leadership Gathering, my table began talking about the idea of
having our worship services “live streamed” (videotaped in such a way that people could watch our worship live on a computer as it unfolds.) Another member
asked if we have thought about recording our worship and offering DVDs to those
that that might be homebound due to illness or transportation or vacation.

Dear Good Shepherd Members,
Barbara Reese brought me two
pieces of the delicious chocolate
cake that was honoring my 90th
birthday on October 15. I’m glad the
congregation enjoyed it while I was
celebrating with my family who
came from out of town.
I am grateful and thank you for remembering me with your kindness.
God’s blessings to all,
Jeanne Johnson

Many questions arose: Do we need different equipment? Who would record it?
Who would watch it? How do we produce multiple copies of a DVD? This prompted
an interesting comment by Pr. Erik where he shared that years ago one of his congregations solved the problem of mass producing VHS tapes by daisy—chaining
40 VCR’s together! Now that is thinking outside the box!
It is time to convene a Tech Team at Good Shepherd!
We need folks that can do some research to guide our decision-making processes
when it comes to jumping in to more cutting edge technology. We need some worker bees outside of staff that may want to consider this a way that they can give
back to those who cannot be here on Sundays. If this sounds like you, please let
Deanna or Pr. Erik know. There are so many possibilities in the area of Technology and Worship and staff is looking for some passion and energy from our congregation to move forward!
On another topic, we are in the early stages of planning a workshop for March on
the topic of Dementia/Alzheimer’s. Our Synod is providing a resource group who
will come lead it but I need a few others who might help coordinate it. If interested,
please see Deanna.

Esthermae Haines
Esthermae fractured her hip in a fall.
She will be at the Life Care Center for
several weeks. She would welcome
your AFTERNOON visits and calls
while she recovers. She’s at Life Care
Center of Reno, 445 Holcomb Ranch
Lane, Denton Bldg, #307. 775-8510123

Eucharist Ministers to bring you
Holy Communion in your Home!
This past week, 9 Eucharist Ministers were trained to bring communion to the homebound. If you would like to receive communion in your home monthly, please call Maribeth in the church office so that we can assign an Eucharistic Minister to you. 775329-0696 or maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.

We have 25 ladies that have already registered (but there’s plenty of room for
more!) for our Women’s retreat this Nov. 3-4 at Good Shepherd.

Caring for Ourselves—
Women’s Retreat:
Renewed
and Re-Formed

Our focus this year is on finding balance in six areas of our life that all tie in and
ultimately lead to a healthy spiritual balance. We will learn about these areas from
Pr. Amy and have plenty of time for small group conversations. We will spend time
getting to know one another over fine food and mixers. We’ll learn from some experts within our congregation on topics like healthy cooking, Yoga for any age, Art
as a stress reliever, Learning our Spiritual Gifts, Mending our Memory and Mind,
and putting the “fun” back in Fun-ancial Budgeting! Of course we will sing and
worship our amazing God as well!
Today is the last day to sign up so don’t delay!
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Caring for Others
November Collections—Eddy House
Our Matthew 25 Team is focusing our giving efforts on Eddy House in November.
The mission of Eddy House is to promote self-sufficiency and empowerment to homeless, runaway, foster, and other at-risk youth, ages 12-24, in an individualized, relationship-based, trusting environment by offering safety, basic needs, and access to community resources in Northern Nevada.
Because the needs of Eddy House change frequently, they have created an Amazon wishlist
which is updated regularly. To access their wishlist at Amazon.com, go to:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=cm_wl_search_24?
ie=UTF8&cid=A1Q1POMGRDULMR For those without easy internet access, several ongoing
needs include: Raman Noodles, sweatshirts (teen and adult sizes), colored pencils, individual
applesauce/fruit cups, socks, and men’s/women’s razors.

Hearts and Hands Quilters
November 19, 1pm
Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several
local Lutheran churches who bring food once
a month to working-poor families. They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries each month.
Bag assembly is at 1pm, Nov. 19, at Faith
Lutheran Church.
Our shopping list for November:
• Peanut Butter (We need 27 jars.)
• Chili (We need 41 cans.)
• Canned vegetables (We need 41 cans.)
• Toothpaste & Toothbrushes (We need as
many as possible.)
Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940
if you can assist.

2nd Mile Giving—Sun., Nov. 19
Lutheran Social Services
Every month on the third Sunday, we take a
special offering called the “2nd Mile Offering”
which is over and above the regular offerings
received. Each month we focus on a different
ministry in our Synod.
The November 19 offering will be distributed
as follows:
• 1/3 to Lutheran Social Services
• 1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project
Lazarus)
• 1/3 to serve poor people worldwide
(ELCA Hunger Appeal)

On Mothers’ Day the Hearts and Hands Quilt Group celebrated 20 years of making quilts to send around the world to people who have so little. Every time we finish a quilt, we celebrate that someone will have a blanket to keep them warm, a
knapsack to wrap up and carry their meager belongings and a
loving hug from a group of women they will never meet.
We have been very fortunate that much of our fabric is donated to us. People hear about our mission and want to support it so they go through their
closets and gather fabric that they had intended to use but somehow never
had the time. Every quilt we make has more than 8 yards of fabric: four
yards for the backing and four to five yards for the top with batting sandwiched between.
We generally get plenty of donations to make our tops. The donated fabric
is cut into 10 ½ X 10 ½ inch squares and coordinated with complimentary
fabrics to make a top that is 60 by 80 inches when completed. We generally
need to purchase our backing fabric and our batting and that costs roughly
$25 - $30 per quilt. Thrivent supports our efforts through their Action Team
program with $250 gift cards to members of the quilt group who also maintain accounts with Thrivent. When we get a gift card we shop for backings
and batting. Additionally, every once in a while, we need to ask for help
from the congregation as we did on Mother’s Day to raise the money for
shipping. Our last shipment cost in excess of $300. Quilts are heavy and
bulky.
And what do we do with our scraps of leftover fabric? Nothing goes to
waste. We support a group of women in the Reno Sparks Newcomers’ quilt
group who make dog beds for the Humane Society and the ASPCA. Every
month this group makes about 100 dog beds so that every dog and cat goes
home when adopted with a new dog bed. The scraps we donate go to stuff
those beds.
Now, we hear you asking how hard it is to join the Hearts and Hands Quilt
group? Just show up on the first and third Monday. We meet in Shepherd
Hall from 9:30 until about 12:30 and the only skill you need is the ability to
tie a knot. Thank you to our wonderful congregation for the support of our
mission. Written by Sue Beermann
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Blessing of the Animals 2017

Oktoberfest 2017
Martin enjoys dancing
to YMCA!

DJ Dave spins some Polkas

Supergirls & Ghouls!

...and one of our newest A-Men!

Bratsmaster, Vic (and Larry)

Just a few of our best A-Men!

“Flat Martin”
Thursday evening and Sunday morning Kids’ community kids have been getting to know Martin Luther
through books, games, art, and music. They’d like
to share their enthusiasm with you. Please take a
“Flat Martin.” Choose one to personalize or one of
the colorful Martins done by the kids. Photograph
him in an activity with you and your family. Send it
to staff@goodshepherdreno.org and we will share
it with the congregation on our website and future
issues of the Voice. We can’t wait to see what you
and Martin Luther find to do together!

We don’t live in a silent world. Noise is coming at us from every direction, and most of
the time we invite it in. It’s difficult to be in a quiet world with just our thoughts. It’s
much easier to surround ourselves with people, music, television, and computers. We
try to schedule some quiet time just for us. (Ask any parent how that is going.) We try
to work in a few minutes of meditation and prayer. But, noise = few thoughts. And we
always try not to overthink things today.

Silence

By Lynnae Hornbarger

My father always said,
“You were talking when
you should have been
listening.” He was right.
You find out more about
yourself if you are not
talking or surrounding
yourself with noise.

So what happens when we find ourselves in a quiet world? This summer we went to
the Ruby Marshes in northeast Nevada for five days. It’s rural. Not having been there
in years, I had no idea what exactly to expect. I suspected that there might be no
phone or internet access, so I had to prepare. Yes, I went with other people, but they
would be kayak fishing for hours every day, and I would be left to occupy myself. The
dog wasn’t even invited on this trip. So I knew I would spend 6-8 hours every day
alone. In the quiet. Scary thought.
I knew I had to have a plan or I just couldn’t do it. Since I make Christmas ornaments
for all the kids in my family – fifteen with a new one due any day now, I took all my
needlework stuff to work on them. Be productive, maybe. I took books and coloring
books. Then I decided that if I was going to live silent for part of every day, I would
not even listen to music. What an experiment for the noise queen.
As anticipated there was no phone or internet. We were about 60 miles from getting a
connection. So how did this work? The first day was weird. Richard and the rest of
them left, and there I was. I spent most of the first morning aimlessly deciding what to
do. I went for a walk every time the Fit Bit reminded me. Eventually I got down to
work. By the second day, I couldn’t wait for them to get out of there.
It was difficult just having my own thoughts to contend with. And, if I’m thinking, I’m
worrying. Honestly there were times the silence drove me crazy. But I kept busy on
the ornaments, the hourly walks and let the Fit Bit remind me not only to walk but to
pray about a family member who was in distress. I tried to reign in negative thoughts
and take the time to focus on the positive. The best part of this entire trip was the being alone with the quiet. In fact, I’m encouraging them to do it again next summer so I
can have my time to myself.
What would I change? I would have taken magazines for a quick read while eating
alone. I could have walked more and meditated more. But overall, it was an unusual
and great experience. I felt more at peace than I have in a while. Closer to nature
and to God. My father always said, “You were talking when you should have been
listening.” He was right. You find out more about yourself if you are not talking or surrounding yourself with noise. I hope you can find time for some silence in your life
soon. It was amazing. Peace to you all.
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God’s Work, Luther’s Hands
This column has frequently referred to our
wonderful Lutheran tradition of “speaking out
in the public square,” of participating in public
discourse. We who do advocacy have proudly claimed Martin Luther’s practice of
“speaking truth to power,” of holding those in
authority accountable to a moral standard. I
recently learned something new about Martin
Luther courtesy of Living Lutheran magazine.
In 1522, Luther joined with others to establish the Wittenberg Common Chest.
The Common Chest was a joint effort of
church and state to provide financial support to the poor, interestfree loans or refinancing of high-interest loans, education or vocational training for children, and job training for adults. The Chest
later provided funding for a town physician and paid medical costs
of the poor. Wow! This sounds like the forerunner of Lutheran Social Services!
Many of us have read of Luther’s care for those around him, and
the tradition of service to neighbor is with us today. The Common
Chest shows that Luther did not view government as the enemy. Luther’s approach was not just to criticize those in authority, or
even tell them what they “should” do. Rather, he got together with
them to solve problems.
Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada tries to take
the same “both-and” approach. We don’t just hang around the
Legislature firing off morally indignant diatribes. We work for engagement on the part of parishioners, by doing education, since
knowledge of the issues leads to better policy decisions. We hope
that knowledge of the issues will also lead to involvement by parishioners, both in advocacy and service. At the Legislature, LEAN
likewise works toward engagement with elected officials. Our
“citizen legislators” are not always very informed on issues. We at
LEAN try to offset the effect of paid lobbyists to educate legislators
in balanced, factual ways. But we also provide that moral perspective. Luther believed every citizen should help public officials to
succeed in their vocation. For LEAN, this can mean providing
“political cover” to legislators who face pressure to act on behalf of
special interests, rather than the common good. Committee testimony from someone in a clerical collar can be a powerful thing.
The Legislature will not convene again until February 2019. We
don’t know what the important issues will be at that time, but some
perennials are sure to be back: Taxes, education funding, criminal
justice. The public good is a work in progress, so things change
and we need to revisit the same topics repeatedly. At least one bill
draft request has reportedly been submitted in response to the
shooting in Las Vegas. Between now and the next legislative
session, LEAN hopes to hear from parishioners. We want to
know what concerns you, what insights you have to share, and
what solutions you’d like to see. Let’s follow Luther’s example
and focus on engagement.
You can contact LEAN through our website,
www.leanforjustice.org, or call or email me. Sheila Freed, 775-3386898, scf1@charter.net.

Welcome Back Pr. Carl and Dianne!
You may have noticed Pastor Carl and Dianne Wilfrid
in worship recently. Many of you may remember that
when Pastor Carl retired he signed a covenant with
our Governing Board agreeing to maintain space from
the congregation for the sake of allowing the congregation to establish a relationship with its new leadership. Now that we've celebrated the first anniversary
of Pastor Erik and Pastor Amy's ministry here, Pastor
Carl and the Board, in conversation with the synod,
have negotiated a new covenant. By the Bishop's
request, Pastor Carl still cannot make himself available for baptisms, weddings, or funerals, as these are
the function of the current pastors of a congregation
and there are a few other restrictions the synod requires. This is both to support the current leadership
and to give him the space to rest in his own retirement. However, both the staff and the Governing
Board are very pleased to be able to welcome Pr.
Carl and Dianne back to the congregational life of
Good Shepherd!

Remember when Passing the Peace in worship
was controversial? It seems trivial now that fear of
catching a cold or the flu during worship has been
replaced with fear of getting caught in a mass
shooting or nuclear war with North Korea.
Peace goes well beyond shaking hands with
someone in worship but maybe that is a start.
Perhaps you can be a beacon of peace and welcome. Perhaps after shaking hands in worship
you can go into your community and greet a
stranger or bring a message of peace and hope to
a homeless shelter or to a nursing home.
During this time of one tragedy after another everyone you see from your barista to your boss
could use a message of peace.
Peace be with you!
Reprinted from the Old Lutheran email newsletter,
October 14, 2017
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NOVEMBER
Nov. 3 & 4—Women’s Retreat at Good
Shepherd
Nov. 5—All Saints Sunday
Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 6—Office is closed for Staff
Inservice
Nov. 23 & 24—Office is closed for
Thanksgiving.
Nov. 30—Advent Festival, 5-7:30pm

Ongoing Meetings /Events
Sundays
• All worship services Healing Stations (1st
Sunday of the month)
• 8am 4GSus Band rehearsal
• 9:30am Adult choir rehearsal (choir
room)
• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sun./month)
• Shared Harvest (4th Sun./month)
Mondays
• 9:30am Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st &
3rd Mon./month)
• 1:30pm Staff Meeting
Tuesdays
• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tues./
month)
• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tues./month)
• 6:30pm Green Team (4thTues./month)
Wednesdays
• 12pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Weds/mo.)
• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Weds/mo.)
• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Weds/
mo.)
• 7pm 2nd Wednesday Taize Service for
LGBTQ people & their allies (2nd Weds/
month)
• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (3rd Weds/mo.)
Thursdays
• 5-7pm GIFT Growing In Faith Together
• 6:30pm RIC Book Group (4th Thurs/mo.)
Fridays
• 9:15am Worship Setup
• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd Fri/
month)
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Ongoing Faith Formation
Sundays
• 8:45am Earlybirds class
• 10am Kids’ Community and
Music/Art for 3 years through
High School
• 10am Adult Faith Formation
Tuesdays
• 12pm Lectionary Bible Class
Thursdays
• 3pm Bible Study
• 5-7pm GIFT: Growing In Faith
Together (dinner & learning
groups for all ages)

DECEMBER
Dec. 17 Children’s Advent Play at
9am & 11am—Twas the Light
Before Christmas

Call the church office for holiday
class schedules

RIC Book Group
Part II of our chosen book A Time
to Embrace: Same-Sex Relationships in Religion, Law, and Politics
by William Stacy Johnson will be
discussed on Tuesday, November
14, 6:30-8pm. For more information, contact Pr. Amy Allen at:
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org.

Looking for more detailed
information about upcoming
events? Go to our website at
www.goodshepherdreno.org
or call the church office at
329-0696

Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 24
Candlelight with Holy Communion
Note New Times!
10am Contemporary Worship—
the ONLY morning service
4pm Contemporary Worship
with 4 Jesus Band
7pm / 9pm Traditional Worship
with choir and Brass/Timpani
Monday, Dec. 25 No worship
Sunday, Dec. 31 Worship with
Lessons and Carols

Greetings from your Governing Board. By the time you read this, we will have already had the opportunity to turn in
pledges for the upcoming year. Thank you for those of you who, with prayerful discernment, made commitments of giving; it makes our budget meeting so much easier. We've been through so much together as a community this past year-we celebrated our first year with Pastor Amy and Pastor Erik, received new members, welcomed new staff and continue
to do God's work with our hands in many ways throughout our community. We are optimistic going into the end of this
calendar year, and ask that you please remember to fulfill the pledge you made last year.
God's blessings!
Nicole Guyette, Governing Board Member

Adult Hand Bell Group being formed
for a “Limited Run” Performance!

Ecumenical Choir Festival
Saturday, November 4 at 3pm
Our Good Shepherd Choir will be singing in the
Ecumenical Choir Festival at Sparks United
Methodist Church. All are welcome!

Our hand bell director Derek Nance invites
any adults who would like to play and/or
learn to play hand bells for (4) rehearsals
this fall on Nov. 2, 9, 16, and 30. The bells
would perform a piece during worship on
Dec. 3 as we begin Advent. All skill levels
welcome! No prior bell experience needed! If the kids can do it, you can too!
Questions? See Derek or email him at
derek@goodshepherdreno.org.

You Are Welcome Here
Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith.
Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe.
Welcome to new visitors and old friends.
Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual
orientation and gender identity. We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender
and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation.
Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. This is a place where you are
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
This is a place where lives are made new.
Come and see!
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SEPTEMBER Financial Report
General Operating Fund
SEPT. Income:
SEPT. Expense:
SEPT. Income/Expense
Year-to-date Income:
Year-to-date Expenses:
Income/Expense Year-to-Date:
DEC. 31, 2016 Gen. Checking Bal.
SEPT. 30, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.

$ 33,738.46
$ 42,899.00
$ (2,497.97)
$ 376,110.96
$ 397,137.14
$ (-21,026.18)
$ 33,391.73
$ 13,460.51

Other Accounts:
Project Lazarus
Youth Fund
Columbarium Fund
Memorial Fund
Building Funds (all)
Mortgage balance

$ 1,473.47
$ 2,242.92
$ 20,400.59
$ 4,516.43
$ 82,723.85
$ 630,362.95

3rd Quarter Statements have been sent. If you did
not receive yours, please let the office know!
Thank you!
Questions or Concerns? Contact:
* Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finances
deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
* Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
financial@goodshepherdreno.org
* Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer
lounkaren@aol.com

September Worship Attendance
9/03
9/10
9/17
9/24

7:30
23
18
19
21

9am
88
84
60
104

11am
105
103
125
88

Total
216
205
204
213

Ave. Weekly Worship Attendance: 210

Rooted In Love
Commitment Sunday Update
If you have not submitted a financial
commitment form, there are forms
available on the Welcoming Space table and you can place it in the offering
or send it to Good Shepherd. Other
stewardship resources are there as
well. If you do not wish to make a
commitment , please sign a form so we
know your intentions and don’t pester
you!
As of Oct. 23 we have received:
91 Financial Commitments for 2018 totaling
$281,795 for our General Fund.

Thank you for a great start
to our budget planning for 2018!

Weekly Offerings
Summary
As of Oct. 10, Our congregation has contributed $396,999 towards our budget of
$549,866.20. We have 11 Sundays until the
end of 2017.
Amount remaining: $152,867.20

Can we make up this difference
by December 24th?

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
357 Clay Street, Reno, NV 89501
775-329-0696; Fax 775-329-0703
email: staff@goodshepherdreno.org; website: http://www.goodshepherdreno.org

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday—9am to 5pm; Friday—9am to 4pm

Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Staff

Extension

Pr. J. Erik Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Deanna Gaunt, Dir. of Worship, Finances, & Communication
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation
Maribeth Doerr, Office Coordinator & Pastoral Care Assistant
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
Jennie Tibben, Choir Director
Andrea Lenz, Organist
Pr. Tom Blake, High School Youth Coordinator
Derek Nance, Youth Chime / Handbell Director
Ciara Hornbarger, Faith Formation Assistant
Nathan Hickox-Young, AV Specialist
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller, Events Coordinator
Madeleine Williams, Nursery Worker

Where to Park

110
114
101
105
100
106
104
104
-

Email

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
Shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
Financial@goodshepherdreno.org
PrTom@goodshepherdreno.org
Derek@goodsehpherdreno.org
Ciara@goodshepherdreno.org
-

2017 Governing Board

On Sundays and Weekdays after 7pm:
• Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church)
including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior
spots
• 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney)
• 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot)
• 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building)
• 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services)

• Ron Lembke, President
ronlembke@gmail.com

On-the-street parking any day:
• California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St.
• Ridge St. EAST of Clay St.

• Nicole Guyette, Member at Large
guyetten@gmail.com

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on:
• Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St.

• Lou Mendes, Treasurer
lounkaren@aol.com
• Lori Bigham, Secretary
lbigham@bighamconsulting.com

• Denise Kolton, Member at Large
bdKolton@gmail.com
• Mel Cone, Member at Large
melcone@melcone.com

Photos

Church Info & Signups

We are enjoying the ability to have color photos in
our publications and to be able to take candid shots
of our ministry in action. If you do NOT want your
photo included in any of these publications, please
alert the photographer/staff and let them know. Otherwise, you may see your face in print!
~ Deanna Gaunt

Be sure to check out our new Information Kiosk in the Welcoming
Space. This now holds our signup
sheets, newsletters, brochures and
other important papers. Just look for
the life-size poster of Martin Luther.
He’ll point you in the right direction!

Notary Public
Service
Available at
Good Shepherd
Office
Coordinator
Maribeth Doerr is a
Notary Public. If you
need documents notarized, call the office
to schedule an appointment with Maribeth. She’ll be happy
to notarize your documents
free
(with
proper identification
of course!).

In this month of Thanksgiving, a few members share their
thanks to and for YOU. THANK YOU GOOD SHEPHERD!

