2018 Confirmation
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JUNE 2018

Front Cover Story . . .
Our 2018 Confirmands!
Especially if this is your first time at
Good Shepherd, welcome! May
your worship today inspire and empower you for Christian discipleship
this week. We ask that you provide
your name, address and phone
number on the Connect Card handed to you as you walked in. We
promise not to pester you.
We welcome and encourage our
little people to join us for worship!
However, child care is available
in the nursery for your convenience
if you prefer. Activity bags for kids
are also available in the hallway. A
diaper changing table is available
in the nursery bathroom.
Assisted Listening Devices are
available for those with difficulty
hearing. Please inquire at the
Sound Booth.
For information on where to park
on Sunday mornings, please check
the Information Kiosk in the Welcoming Space or our website.
Questions? Check with a staff
member or call the office at 3290696.

Information Kiosk in the
Welcoming Space:
Here you’ll find a lot of good information that we don’t always report
on in print. This is also the place to
look for signup sheets for various
activities.
Our website is at:
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org.
Are you on Facebook?
Become a fan of "Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Reno" and receive regular inspiration, updates, and connection throughout the week! ❖

A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation
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A Message from Pr. J. Erik Allen
This Changes Everything
You may have noticed over the past several months that our high school youth are
preparing for something. Between spider
plants in the entryway, high priced cookies,
humor filled performances, and even costume jewelry sales…our youth have been
busy! But these fundraisers are not the only way that the youth have been preparing
for the National Gathering trip in Houston,
Texas.
All year long they have been meeting
monthly for fellowship, Bible Study, and prayer; last month, we took a trip to
Sacramento to get to know some of the other youth from our synod who will be attending; and with the help
of Anna Leff and the praise band, the whole contemporary service has been learning the Gathering theme
song “This Changes Everything” for some time now.
To support this theme the Gathering has chosen Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” as the primary scripture verse for our time
together. As a pastor, I’ve seen how much these events can change lives, provide encouragement, and
offer our youth a place to really feel that they belong to something bigger—something beyond themselves.
With over 30,000 Lutherans converging on Houston, I have no doubt this year will continue to provide
these same realities to everyone there.
But while the youth and I count down the days to National Youth Gathering (35 as of my writing), I have
another “big” event to head to in the meantime. This year, our Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly will be in
Sacramento over the first weekend of June. Together with seven others from Good Shepherd, Pastor Amy
and I will be traveling to this assembly in just a little over a week, where are theme will be “Church Together.”
In one sense, the claim to “change everything” over the course of a single week in Houston may seem like
an overreach. But in another sense, the lived community of support that embodies what it means to be
church together, or, to paraphrase the words of Ephesians, to be saved through bold action that is totally
not our own, really does change lives.
National Youth Gathering could not happen without the encouragement and support that you all have given
the youth over these past few months—donating, showing up, and even just smiling when you see them
doing silly things. Hundreds of thousands of Lutherans across the nation have been supporting their youth
in similar ways. But it doesn’t end there. National Youth Gathering is the result of the tireless commitment
and dedication of staff at the Churchwide and Synod offices and of hundreds, if not thousands, of volunteer
leaders across the broader church.
Preparing for and hosting a National Youth Gathering is no small undertaking as you might imagine, but
then again, neither is being church together. Our church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is
made up of three expressions—the Churchwide expression, the Synods and our local congregations, and
all too often all we experience is what takes place in and among our four walls. Events like National Youth
Gatherings, Synod Assemblies, and even the larger Churchwide Assembly that will be taking place next
year serve as reminders that together, we are a more vibrant church that is capable of equipping people to
live out their baptismal identity in Christ Jesus. And when we live into that promise, it really does “Change
Everything!”
Grace and peace,
Pastor Erik
Shepherd’s Voice, June 2018, page 3

Shaun and the
confirmands
shared how the
Holy Spirit had
guided them to this
moment in their
faith journeys.

CONGRATULATIONS
CONFIRMANDS!
Pentecost 2018
Anna Leff
David Lessard
Margaux Mauldin
Seth Mueller
Aiden Pritchard
Note: All of these young people are traveling to Houston this summer for the Natl.
Youth Gathering to enrich their faith!
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LOOKING AHEAD IN WORSHIP
JUNE 2018
Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services unless noted
•7:30am Worship for early birds
•9am Contemporary/ Family worship with band
•11am Traditional liturgical with choir
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Pentecost 2
Pentecost 3 / Graduates Honored
Pentecost 4 / Happy Father's Day!
Pentecost 5

Summer Musicians Needed!
During the summer months, our choir is on hiatus. If you
would like to offer a special musical selection vocally or on
an instrument that is appropriate for our 11am worship
service, please talk with Deanna.

Sundae Sunday is June 10th!
Come celebrate the end of our program year on the same day that we honor our graduates! We’ll be back in the fall. Join us
for worship services that day and join us in Shepherd Hall right after the 9am service for delicious sundaes.
Hey Parents! Visit the Kids’ Community classes on June 3rd to sign up to bring items for the fun! Let's celebrate the past year
together!

Youth:
We will schedule a gathering or two for fun and learning in June. Contact Shaun for details!
Hey Congregation! Keep our youth group in your thoughts and prayers as many of them prepare to head to the ELCA National
Youth Gathering June 27th-July 2nd. The trip approaches!

The Youth thank these generous contributors
for their donations to the Silent Auction:

Lisa Mays, Judi Hein, Rita Akao, Jan Brady
As well as all the families and anonymous contributors that donated items! And, of course, all the people that bid on the items.
Thank you all for making this a successful fundraiser and helping us get to Houston!

Kids ages 3 (and potty trained) through 6th
grade are invited to grow with us on the quest
to learn and play from 9am—12pm daily.
Each day will include exciting learning adventures about the wild ride of life and God’s constant “YES” in Jesus. This splashy fun is woven in stories, songs, crafts, games, snacks,
and service!
Information and registration are up on the
Good Shepherd website. All friends and family
members are completely welcome!
We would love and appreciate any volunteer
help with this important week for our congregation. Please be in touch if you can help there are SO many different ways to serve
with this event! (contact Shaun)

For more information about Faith Formation, contact Shaun O’Reilly at
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org.
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Eddy House
We are in need of paper goods for our Eddy House meals each
Monday. We use 50 sturdy paper or foam plates each week
plus 50 plastic forks. If you would like to bring these to church
or make a donation toward these supplies, we would be very
appreciative.

Monday Meals
We are continuing with our Monday meals program for Eddy House.
Signup pages have been created for the summer. You can go to
our website at http://www.goodshepherdreno.org and look for the
Eddy House Meals link at the top under “Welcome to Good Shepherd.” Direct links are:
• June: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy5
• July: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy4
• August: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy3

Caring for Others

Eddy House Announcement List
We are creating an email list specifically for Eddy House Monday Meals announcements. If you are interested in
helping in any way with Eddy House Meals, email Maribeth Doerr in the church office and you’ll be added to the
list—maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.

About Eddy House and Good Shepherd’s Monday Meal Program:
Good Shepherd is delivering a warm, healthy meal to approximately 50 homeless youth at the Eddy House every
Monday at 1:00 pm. The mission of Eddy House is to promote self-sufficiency and empowerment to homeless,
runaway, foster, and other at-risk youth, ages 12-24, in an individualized, relationship-based, trusting environment
by offering safety, basic needs, and access to community resources in Northern Nevada. Because Eddy House
is not open at night or on the weekends, Good Shepherd delivers warm, home-cooked food on Monday afternoons. Volunteers prepare food at home and place in covered foil pans or other disposable containers labeled
"Eddy House". Food is either dropped off at Good Shepherd Sunday morning or delivered to Eddy House on
Monday at 12:45pm. Also, please consider donating paper goods for the meals as noted above. This is a constant ongoing need!
Thank you for your generous support of the Eddy House meals ministry! For questions or assistance,
please contact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi at reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com or (775) 391-2747.

June Shared Harvest
Bag assembly is at 1pm, June 24 at Holy Cross
Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran
churches who bring food once a month to working-poor
families. They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries each
month.
Our shopping list for June:
• Cold Cereal (We need 27 boxes.)
• Canned Fruit (We need 41 cans.)
• Chicken Noodle Soup (We need 41 cans.)
• Tuna (We need 41 cans.)
• Shampoo (We need as much as possible.)
Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940
if you can assist.
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2nd Mile Offering for June 17
Eddy House
Every month on the third Sunday, we take a
special offering called the “2nd Mile Offering”
which is over and above the regular offerings
received. Each month we focus on a different
ministry in our Synod.
The June 17 2nd Mile Offering will be distributed as follows:
• 1/3 to Eddy House
• 1/3 to serve poor people locally
(Project Lazarus)
• 1/3 to serve poor people worldwide

Rwanda
In March of this year, our
parish partner in Ndego,
Rwanda learned they
would be shut down by the
government along with
many other churches in the
country so that safety
standards could be established.

Got Ten
Minutes?
Do you have ten
minutes to spare
after the 9am
Sunday Service?
Each week
throughout the
school year, Kids’ Community sends
a greeting to our shut-ins. We usually stop at the close of Kids’ Community for the summer break. This
year we’d like to continue the project
with volunteers of all ages. Our pastors, relatives of the shut-ins, and
the shut-ins themselves tell us how
much this simple gesture of connection and kindness means to them.
Starting June 10, yes, you can eat
ice cream and color at the same
time; we’ll meet at a table in Shepherd Hall. All supplies will be provided. Bring your Little Lutherans or
yourself. We have ten shut-ins that
we remember weekly. If you’re an
eleven o’clocker, come early and
enjoy the fellowship of markers,
crayons, and glue.

Can We Talk?
Hello fellow members of Good Shepherd. We need
to have a frank discussion about a fairly unpopular
topic: Yard Work. You may know that periodically
the landscaping at church needs a little help. It was
designed to be low-maintenance, but leaves still
come down and weeds still come up. Our lovely rosebushes need to be
trimmed every now and then. (Last year, Maribeth was afraid one of them
would reach out and grab someone by the ankles! Coming to church
should not be hazardous!) About two years ago, some folks recognized
that Maribeth Doerr was doing the yard work on her own time on top of all
she does as Office Coordinator and Pastoral Care Assistant. So three old
ladies picked it up, which has worked well, and we’ve had some fun with it.

Caring for Others

Due to the generosity of
Good Shepherd, we were
able to send $2000 so that
they could immediately
begin the upgrades like
windows, and a cement
floor.

The Old Widows’ Gardening Service has attempted to recruit others to
help, but so far to no avail. At this point, we’re getting concerned. We
may be feisty, but we’re not immortal! It’s not a big commitment: Three or
four hours a month, typically on Saturday morning. We flex the time to suit
the weather, and we talked last year about even working in the evening if
the weather is really hot. We would like your help; we NEED your help
as there isn’t money in Good Shepherd’s budget to pay for this work.
Please contact Maribeth Doerr (maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org) and let
her know which you would like to do.
Thank you from the Old Widows (Sheila, Grace and Jeannie)

Okay Good Shepherd, are we going to let these ladies
down?
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Spotlights
We have been blessed with amazing youth
at Good Shepherd! Here is a brief look at
our graduating seniors along with some of
their thoughts on what Good Shepherd
means to them.

Ian

I am graduating from Damonte
Ranch High School. I have played
bass for almost ten years and participated in the Reno Philharmonic
YSO, the WCSD Honor Band, HonFlores
or Orchestra, Jazz Band, UNR
Symphony Orchestra, UNR Lobos De Plata Mariachi
Band, and Good Shepherd Lutheran Praise Team:
4Gsus Band. I plan to attend the University of Nevada-Reno where I will major in Sonic Production and
Music Engineering. I hope to open
my own recording studio and record for major movie studios. Belonging to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has greatly influenced
me in many ways. I have learned
that God’s love is never ending
and that my church family is a
great support in my life. I have
grown up running around the halls
of Good Shepherd where many of
my memories stem from. From Kids' Community,
youth group, and Christmas plays, to baptisms, confirmation, and communion, the love of our eternal
Father has touched my life. When times were bad
and grieving encompassed my life, you were there.
You prayed for me, you hugged me, and supported
me along my journey. I believe that God gave me the
gift of music that I have been able to share with you.
With the help of Dave and Deanna Gaunt, Louis Ling,
and Matt Leone, I have been able to spread my wings
and share my love of God through my music. Thank
you Good Shepherd Family for your love and support.
I will forever be grateful for the love you have shown
me and the love of God you have instilled in me.

I am graduating from Galena High
School and plan to attend the University of Nevada-Reno’s Bachelor
of Science-Medical Degree Programs in the fall. I plans to study
biology as an undergraduate and
then go into medicine, possibly
opening up my own medicalbased corporation. Church is quite
simply described as a building used for public Christian worship; however, that doesn’t begin to describe everything that it houses. Good Shepherd
has been a place for active community service and
outreach activities affecting a variety of different
areas. Whether it is building a well in Uganda, to
putting on the annual Christmas show, Good Shepherd has become a place to foster faith and building
community relations. Working with Shaun O’Reilly
with the Christmas shows and the youth groups are
some of my favorite memories. Working with the
kids and the staff to provide an equitable and fun
environment was something
that I will cherish forever.
Good Shepherd has taught
me many valuable lessons
that I hope to take with me.

Ben

Reynolds

Paul

I am graduating from
Reno High School and
will be attending Texas
A&M University this
Lessard
fall, majoring in Mechanical Engineering. I will be joining the Corps of Cadets,
following in the footsteps of my dad, uncle
and grandfather. I moved to Reno when I
was in 5th grade and am happy to call both
Nevada and Texas "home." I am also grateful to call Good Shepherd my church
home. I love being part of such a welcoming, active and supportive faith community. My trip to the 2015 ELCA National Youth
Gathering in Detroit was particularly meaningful, and I am eagerly anticipating traveling
to my hometown of Houston next month to
attend the 2018 National Youth Gathering. Many of my friends
and former neighbors
are still living through the
effects and upheaval of
Hurricane Harvey and
I'm pleased that I will be
able to lend a helping
hand alongside my Good
Shepherd friends.

I am graduating from Damonte Ranch
High School, and I am so excited to
start the next chapter of my life. I will
be attending Wartburg College in the
fall, a liberal arts Lutheran College in
Waverly, Iowa. I have always felt
connected to the church since I started to go to Good Shepherd a long
time ago. Church every Sunday has
been a part of my life for as long as I
can remember. One specific service that comes to mind is
the service where I reaffirmed my baptism and was confirmed as a member of the congregation. I remember getting
up there with all of my family around me and feeling like I
was in a place that I belonged. This is one of my most fond
memories of church. Finally, I would like to thank everyone
at this church for making it a place where I felt loved, accepted, and important. The love
that pours out of this church is
something that makes it special
to not only me but anyone who
walks through these doors.
Hickox-Young
Thank you Good Shepherd!!!

Nathan

Brooke

Cicchi

Annika
Hobson

I’m graduating from
Galena High School,
and I will be going to
Oregon State UniverMeredith
sity this fall. I really
connected with the church when Shaun O’Reilly
brought me to Mt. Cross, and I joined a youth
group there known as the
Sierra Pacific Synod Youth
Committee.
My faith has
only grown since I started
working in the church nursery. At Oregon State I will be
majoring in Biology, joining
their Pre-Med program, and
minoring in Psychology.

Matthew

I am graduating from
Reno High School and
will be attending Whitman College in Walla
Walla, Washington in
the fall. I plan to major
in English/Psychology
and broaden my learning experiences
through their wonderful
liberal arts program. I will also be a
member of the Whitman Women’s Swim
Team that is the defending Northwest
Conference Champions. I'm a Reno
native and was baptized and confirmed
at Good Shepherd. I've always enjoyed
attending church with my immediate and
extended family. I'm looking forward to
taking the lessons learned and faith developed at
LCGS with me
as I continue
my education at
Whitman.

Quinn

I am graduating from
Reno High School
and plan to attend the
University of NevadaStruve-Holton Reno,
majoring in engineering. I have attended Good Shepherd off and on
through the years since I was
baptized by Pastor Carl in 2001.

I am graduating from Damonte
Ranch High School. I will be attending the University of Nevada-Reno in
the fall, majoring in business.

Congratulations to these college graduates!
• Cameo Flores – Bachelor of Arts, Music - University of Nevada-Reno
• Isaac Hickox-Young—Bachelor of Fine Arts—University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music
• David Laine—Associate Degree Nursing Program—Western Nevada College

Advanced degrees:
• Raimy Novacek, Master of Science, Elementary Education – University of Nevada-Reno
• Stephanie Schoen, Master of Arts, Political Science – University of Nevada-Reno
• Chad Doerr, Combined-Integrated Doctoral Program in Clinical & School Psychology – James Madison University

June 2018 Highlights
Let’s go to the Aces Game together! August 17
Aces Game Tickets must be reserved by Sunday, July 22nd
Hey batter, batter! Our annual church
outing to the Aces ballpark is Friday,
August 17 at 7:05 pm. They are facing
off against the Salt Lake Bees. Tickets
are $12.00 each. If you would like to
attend, place your ticket order forms and
checks (made payable to Good Shepherd, memo line “Aces Game”) in the
specially marked collection box in the
Welcoming Space by Sunday, July 22.

Women’s Coffee Club
Friday, June 8, 9:15am
Bibo Coffee Co.
945 Record St. near the UNR Campus
Note the date change for this month!

Rebekah Circle
Wednesday, June 13, 12pm
Note the time change for this month!
Meeting will be a summer potluck in
Shepherd Hall. For more information,
contact Barbara Reese at
bkreese@outlook.com

OWLS Dinner
(Older Wiser Lutheran Singles)

Ongoing Meetings /Events
Sundays
• 8am 4GSus Band rehearsal
• 9:30am Adult choir rehearsal (choir room—off for the summer)
• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sunday of the month)
• Shared Harvest (4th Sunday of the month)
Mondays
• 9:30am Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st & 3rd Monday of the month)
Tuesdays
• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tuesday of the month)
• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tuesday of the month)
• 6pm Green Team (1st Tuesday of the month)
Wednesdays
• 1pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Wednesday of the month)
• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Wednesday of the month)
• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Wednesday/month)
• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (4th Wednesday of the month)

Wednesday, June 20, 5pm
LaCucina Italian Restaurant
3600 Lakeside Drive

Saturday June Hikes
June 16 at Brown’s Creek
June 30 at Sagehen
For more information contact Lisa Mays
at NVfirechick@me.com or call
775-745-0840

Tintabulations Handbell
Concert
Sunday, June 24, 7pm
at Good Shepherd
“Coming of Age: Tintab turns 21”
Our handbell director Derek Nance is a
member of this group.

Thursdays
• 7pm RIC Book Club (4th Thursday of the month)
Fridays
• 9:15am Worship Setup
• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd Friday of the month)

Weekday Adult Bible Classes
Tuesdays | Noon—Bible class led by the upcoming
Sunday’s preaching pastor at noon on Tuesdays in the
Ministry Center. Feel free to bring your lunch.
Thursdays | 3pm—Study God’s Word with this self-led
small group in the Ministry Center.
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Watch for upcoming
details about our
summer reading
program for
children and adults!

Special thanks to tea coordinators Erin Anderson, Ruta Park, Becky Erdmann, Gale Lundquist
and Mary McGrath. It was a fabulous event!

U Can Legislate!
Fed up with the partisan gridlock in our legislative process? Discouraged because civility and compromise
seem to belong to the past? Here’s your chance to
show the world how it ought to be done! You can be a
legislator for a day!
Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada (LEAN) is pleased to invite
you to participate in an exciting learning experience called uLegislate. The
odd name is an echo of such things as YouTube, and expresses beautifully
what it is—a role play for private citizens to experience what it’s like to be a
state Senator. LEAN thinks it will be a great way for parishioners to understand what happens during the legislative process. We hope it will also show
how Lutheran advocacy works within the legislative process to protect the
least among us.
The event will be Tuesday, August 7, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m. It
lasts about one hour and takes place in the Nevada Senate chambers at the
state capitol in Carson City. Each participant is given a role to play and a
script. Two bills have been chosen for debate. These are actual bills that
went through the 2017 Session, however the role play calls for us to treat
them as new proposals, just introduced. There will be procedural votes, floor
debate, and all the activities the average person never hears about. It’s a
wonderful way to learn that both sides of an issue have valid concerns, that
reasonable people can compromise, and that clear analysis and articulate
discussion are real assets. There are a limited number of roles, but there is
no limit to the number of people who can come to the session and observe
from the gallery. Wannabe legislators should jump right in to ensure getting a
speaking part. The deadline to sign up either as a participant or an observer
is Saturday, July 7. There is no charge to participate or observe, and St.
Paul’s Lutheran Family in Carson City will host the group for lunch afterward.
There is no charge for the luncheon, and there’s plenty of free parking on the
street and in public lots near the capitol.
To learn more about how ULegislate works, go to:
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/uLegislate
The site lists the bills that are available for the simulation, and LEAN has
chosen SB 194 and SB 322. The first deals with products from endangered species, and the second calls for a civics test to graduate high
school. You can click on those bills, and be taken to the text of the bill itself.
By the way, there are ELCA Social Statements that relate to each of these
bills. “Care for Creation” talks about endangered species, and “Church in
Society” calls for Christians to be informed, active citizens.
LEAN hopes that some folks who come to this event will become active with
us, as LEAN contacts in their congregations, as board members, or to lead a
particular program or event. As you know, Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada bases all its policy positions in the ELCA Social Statements.
To sign up by July 7, please email LEAN’s Advocate and Director, Bill
Ledford at shdwdrake8@gmail.com, and please CC Vic Williams at
fg.vwilliams@gmail.com. (This is a double-check so we don’t miss any replies.) You can indicate whether you’d like a large role or a smaller one.
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Washoe County Primary
Election is June 12!
Get out and vote!
Early Voting is May 26 through June 8,
2018.

GENERAL ELECTION:
November 6, 2018
Voter Registration Deadlines for the
2018 General Election

•

By Mail: Postmarked no later than October 9, 2018

•

In-Person: Last day to register in person is October 16, 2018

•

Online: Last day to register using NOVA is October 18, 2018
(11:59:59 p.m.)

Absent Ballot Request Deadline
• Received no later than October 30,
2018 by 5:00 p.m.**
Early Voting
• October 20, 2018 through November 2,
2018*
• *Sample Ballots are mailed out approximately one week prior to Early Voting
**Absentee Ballots are mailed out as follows:
Military/Foreign/Overseas:
45 days before Election Day
Out of State:
40 days before Election Day
In State:
30 days before Election Day

A Tough Subject
by Lynnae Hornbarger
As we approach Memorial Day, it’s a time of reflection and remembrance as we honor those
who have gone before us. Spring causes me to remember my mother – her birthday, her death
and Memorial Day. It’s been very difficult to sit down and really explore this subject even
though it’s been 35 years. And it’s even harder when your mom was practically a saint and
knowing I let her down at the very end. In our little town of Verdi, my mother was known as the
“mom who never said no.” Patient, kind, quiet, selfless, smart and private. I guess I got my
dad’s qualities.
My mother did not like doctors. Period. In the 38 years she was my mom, she was sick 3 times – strep throat, flu and pneumonia. That’s it. Three times to a doctor. When she could no longer hide the visible breast cancer from my dad (no one will
ever know how long she had it, years we think), he rushed her off to the doctor, she had surgery and except for a checkup every six months, that was that.
But it wasn’t. In three years, they found fluid in her lungs and the cancer had roared back. Chemotherapy was the treatment,
and it was very different years ago.
This is where the good daughter comes in. For 15 months, I went to every doctor’s appointment with her and stayed in the
room so I would hear it all. Otherwise, she would have told us everything was fine. I sat through all the chemotherapy infusions in the back of her hand, the blood tests and the draining fluid from her lungs. I watched as she lost her hair and lost
weight. It was obvious she was going downhill. She still never missed a day of work or visiting my grandmother in the nursing
home five days a week. Chemo was on Friday afternoon, and she was back at work on Monday morning. My mother seldom
complained during this whole thing. And I continued to pat myself on the back for doing all the right things. Even with all those
treatments, she just kept sliding downward. She told me often how much she appreciated what I was doing for and with her.
So here’s my epic fail. The few times she wanted to talk about dying, I was not very receptive. She didn’t have close women
friends, so when she wanted to talk, it was with me. I became the master of deflecting those conversations and changing the
subject. It was just so incredibly painful for me to think she was dying, and the good daughter apparently didn’t consider how
terrible it was for her. Did I really think it was all about my feelings? Yeah, I think I did. I stayed with her in the hospital for
three days as life slipped away. I tried to be the good daughter. There to the end.
But I failed her when she needed me most, and it took years for me to admit it. All she wanted to do was talk, and all I needed
to do was listen, but it was too tough. I should have handled it differently. I should have asked for God’s help. But I was too
scared to have those difficult conversations.
I hope I’ve learned from that experience. I hope that I would be able to handle this differently. Who knows? And, I try not to
continue to beat myself up over this. Maybe I will be forgiven for my ineptness.
I will honor my mother, Elaine Carpenter, on Memorial Day with the best flowers on her grave along with the other seventeen
family members that I remember with flowers. I will focus on all that she did for me throughout my life. I will remember all her
good qualities that she showered on me, my father and my children.
I hope you celebrate the good memories of your loved ones this Memorial Day. I know I will. Peace.

Shaun, the youth group, and the
confirmands would like to thank
Judi Hein
for her gift of flowers at the
confirmation service. Lovely!
thank you Judi!!

A special thank you to
Lewis Spencley
for designing and
installing the new rail
for our worship space
stairs. We are grateful!
(And safer!)
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Congregational Special Gifts
Fund Awards Seven Grants
by Deanna Gaunt
Thanks to the bequests from the estates
of Nancy Boxill and Jessie Wallace, our
Congregational Special Gifts team was
able to award $26,178.77 in grants.
These funds were non-designated and
were subject to the guidelines in our Gifts
Policy that was adopted in 2017. Please
note that these are not the Endowment
Fund Grants that you will be hearing about later this year.
Grants were given to:
• A 10% tithe of $2,617.88 split equally between the Sierra Pacific Synod, the ELCA, our Rwanda Ndego Parish and the
Reno Eddy House
• A 50% gift (after tithe) of $11,780.45 to the Good Shepherd
Endowment Fund of which $8,835.34 remains in the principal
and $2,945.11 was placed in the Endowment Granting fund
Of the remaining balance:
• $2945.11 National Youth Gathering Scholarships for youth
attending this year
• $2945.11 Undergraduate Scholarship Fund
• $2945.11 Cash Reserves Fund
• $1000 Children’s Youth Camperships
• $500 Mt. Rose School, Reno
• $1345.53 Rwanda Ndego Parish for building repairs
• $99.58 remains in the fund.

APRIL 2018 Financial Report
General Operating Fund
APR. Income:
APR. Expense:
APR. Income/Expense

$
$
$

Year-to-date Income:
Year-to-date Expenses:
Income/Expense:
Dec. 31, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.
APR. 31, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.

$ 184,253.24
$ 182,498.13
$
1,755.11
$ 14,675.77
$ 16,430.88

Other Accounts:
Project Lazarus
Youth Fund
Columbarium Fund
Memorial Fund
Building Funds (all)

$
$
$
$
$

60,259.08
46,785.57
13,476.51

1,105.30
3787.54
21,649.70
2,964.33
70,030.15

Questions or Concerns?
Contact:
• Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finances
deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
• Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
financial@goodshepherdreno.org
• Ken Narducy, Governing Board Treasurer
knarducy@pacbell.net

Governing Board Update by Mel Cone
One might think that after a new sanctuary was built in 2010-2011, the “Get it Built” years, and the old structures refurbished, we
would be good for the next 50 years for our mission, programs, organizations, and all Sunday services. Alas, there will always be
things to fix, update, upgrade or replace! Here are some of things we’ve been working on:

•

A safety hand rail was recently placed to help negotiate the stairs to the stage for many of us in the older category. Thank you,
Lewis Spencley, who donated his time and materials for the installation.

•

A big TV screen in Shepherd Hall was installed specifically for overflow when needed. To date we have used the overflow feature
a few times. The screen has been used many times for functions within Shepherd Hall including adult faith formation and many
youth events. It is a great addition. Conduit and electrical box installations were done during the main sanctuary construction to
allow for future installation of TV screens in the Welcoming Space and nursery.

•

The equipment chosen for use in the new sanctuary built in 2011 and 2012 was not quite what we had anticipated due to funding
and technology issues. Some installations did not quite turn out as initially envisioned. For example, the back quad-screen sometimes defies readability because of the wide bezels between the screens. The bezels cover lyrics or text that need to be easily
read from the altar or stage. There is a plan taking shape to eventually replace the present TV screens on the back wall with one
single 90” screen. No bezels! The four existing screens can then be installed in the Welcoming Space and nursery. Extra computers would be needed to play separate programs for each screen.

•

The main sanctuary CFL tubes in the lights are starting to burn out. We have some new tubes available now, but there is no way
to reach most of the lights that are higher than the 12’ ladder will reach. I can reach the main projector lamp when it burns out,
but I use the 12’ ladder along with two sanctuary chairs and a small sheet of ¾” plywood. The Governing Board and staff feel this
is not a safe solution for reaching these higher places in the sanctuary. The flood lights at 35’ have not required replacement yet.
We cannot reach them anyway at this point . . . That brings us to a one-person hydraulic lift to reach our highest places in the
sanctuary. This has been provisionally funded in part by the Endowment Board, and the Governing Board is working with the
Building Finance team on potential funding for the remainder of the estimated cost of a used lift. Such a purchase would also
benefit liturgical arts when they decorate our Worship Space.

Our spaces are an ongoing challenge to maintain but it’s also the ongoing work of being church together!

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
357 Clay Street, Reno, NV 89501
775-329-0696; Fax 775-329-0703
email: staff@goodshepherdreno.org; website: http://www.goodshepherdreno.org

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday—9am to 5pm; Friday—9am to 4pm

Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Staff

Extension

Pr. J. Erik Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen, Co-Lead Pastor
Deanna Gaunt, Dir. of Worship, Finances, & Communication
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation
Maribeth Doerr, Office Coordinator
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
Jennie Tibben, Choir Director
Andrea Lenz, Organist
Pr. Tom Blake, High School Youth Coordinator
Derek Nance, Youth Chime / Handbell Director
Ciara Hornbarger, Faith Formation Assistant
Nathan Hickox-Young, AV Specialist

Photos
We are enjoying the ability to have color photos in
our publications and to be able to take candid shots
of our ministry in action. If you do NOT want your
photo included in any of these publications, please
alert the photographer/staff and let them know. Otherwise, you may see your face in print!
~ Deanna Gaunt
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Email

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
Shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
Financial@goodshepherdreno.org
PrTom@goodshepherdreno.org
Derek@goodsehpherdreno.org
Ciara@goodshepherdreno.org
-

Notary Public Service
Available at Good Shepherd
Office Coordinator Maribeth Doerr is a Notary
Public. If you need documents notarized, call
the office to schedule an appointment with
Maribeth. She’ll be happy to notarize your
documents free (with proper identification of
course!).

You Are Welcome Here
Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith.
Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe.
Welcome to new visitors and old friends.
Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual
orientation and gender identity. We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender
and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation.
Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. This is a place where you are
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
This is a place where lives are made new.
Come and see!

Delbert & Lisa Nunley

Lainey Sawyer & Jordan Potter

Welcome New Members!

Gary & Rose Cummins

Matt Tuma & Alexis Hill

Dianne Bruns

Becky Sharp

Jody Dittman

Not pictured: Susan Russo and Lili Lutes.
We also welcomed back Carl & Dianne Wilfrid who are not pictured.
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