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Happy New Year
Good Shepherd!

May the peace of the Lord
be with you throughout
2019 and always . . .
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV

Especially if this is your first time at
Good Shepherd, welcome! May
your worship today inspire and empower you for Christian discipleship
this week. We ask that you provide
your name, address and phone
number on the Connect Card handed to you as you walked in. We
promise not to pester you.
We welcome and encourage our
little people to join us for worship!
However, child care is available in
the nursery for your convenience if
you prefer. Activity bags for kids
are also available in the hallway. A
diaper changing table is available in
the nursery bathroom.
Assisted Listening Devices are
available for those with difficulty
hearing. Please inquire at the
Sound Booth.

Join us for a very special baby
shower for our new refugee family!
Sunday, January 27 at 10am
in Shepherd Hall
More details to come!

For information on where to park on
Sunday mornings, please check the
Information Kiosk in the Welcoming
Space or our website. Questions?
Check with a staff member or call
the office at 329-0696.

TOCCATA
Information Kiosk in the
Welcoming Space:
Here you’ll find a lot of good information that we don’t always report
on in print. This is also the place to
look for signup sheets for various
activities.
Our website is at:
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org.
Are you on Facebook?
Become a fan of "Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Reno" and receive regular inspiration, updates, and connection throughout the week! ❖

A Reconciling in Christ
Congregation

2019 Tahoe Symphony Orchestra
Winter Fest
BRRR-ROQUE Masters
Music of Bach, Vivaldi, Teleman, Handel &
Mouret

Saturday, January 12 at 3pm
at Good Shepherd
Tickets are available at the door 30 minutes prior to the
concert, or online at https://toccatatickets.org/jcart-1.3a/
#ticket-section. General admission is $30 for adults. Seniors enjoy a $5 discount, and youth 23 and under are admitted free. "Front and Center" preferred seating prices
are $40 for adults and $15 for youth/students.

Cover Photo by Oskars Sylwan on Unsplash

A Message from Interim / Bridge Pastor Mike Patterson
2019 . . . what happened to 2018? The year has flown
by so fast that my head is spinning. I suspect you are
also looking back and amazed at how the world and
our parish has changed.
With sadness you said goodbye to Pr. Erik and Pr.
Amy, there was a period of uncertainty that seems to
be calming down now, progress continues to be made with the infrastructure of the church,
and you have a new interim pastor.
I can tell you without hesitation that you have made me feel welcome and supported during
my probably short stay with you. I am a bit jealous of your new permanent pastor when
they get this call. If I wasn’t retired this is the kind of parish I would love to serve. Reno is
known as a tough place to live to people outside of our area; most strangers think of Reno
as just a suburb of Las Vegas and the impression that we are the same as our neighbors to
the south. Luckily that is not who we are. We are a medium size diverse community
where our mission of faith matters and that is what we need to let potential candidates understand about us.
I have proudly bragged to my clergy friends about Good Shepherd. I know that the right
person is out there just waiting to hear about all the good work this congregation does and
loving openness that you offer to everyone who visits, without judgment.
We are starting a new year with fresh ideas and focus on the future vitality of Good Shepherd into the next decade and beyond. Your Governing Board is working hard to make sure everything is working well
during this interim period. The Call Committee is doing those tasks required to offer a call to the “perfect” candidate. You are each doing
your best to make sure that Good Shepherd continues to be a special
member of the Reno community and the face of Jesus Christ to those
around us.
Happy New Year,
Pr. Mike Patterson
PrMike@goodshepherdreno.org; (775) 848-2566

Pr. Mike is in the office on Tuesdays and Thursday mornings. Since it is helpful to have an
appointment, feel free to call Pr. Mike at 848-2566 to schedule one. Please always call if
you are being admitted to the hospital. The sooner we know, the better we can help!
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Faith Formation . . .
Kids’ Community Resumes
Sunday, January 6
We sure hope you enjoyed your Christmas break but we are so excited to get
back to seeing you all at Kids’ Community starting January 6 immediately following the 9am worship service. All of the volunteers have missed you! See you
soon!

Confirmation will be trying a new format starting in January where we meet for several hours on a Sunday afternoon once a month. We are excited because there
are so many conflicts in the evenings, and it’s been difficult to get everyone together, but it seems like everyone will be able to make a monthly afternoon work in
their schedule.
This month we are learning about the Ten Commandments. In February we will
learn about baptism and in March, communion. You will find the confirmation students taking on some leadership during Holy Week in April and preparing for their
confirmation during the month of May. Confirmation Sunday is on Sunday, June 9
this year!
If you have any questions about confirmation or would like to get involved in volunteering with the youth, please contact Stephanie Leff, Director of Faith Formation,
at stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org. See you soon!

January Youth Group Fellowship
(Middle and High School)
Let’s go roller skating on Monday, January 21 from 1-3 at Roller
Kingdom. That’s right! You don’t have school that day! Why not
get together with your friends from Good Shepherd? Cost is $5
and includes your skate rental. Please let Stephanie Leff know if
you are going . We will plan to meet at Roller Kingdom just before
1:00. If you need help with transportation, let Stephanie know and
we will try to work out some carpooling!
Stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org

Weekday Adult Bible Classes
In the Ministry Center
• Tuesdays | Noon
Bible class led by Pr. Mike Patterson at noon on
Tuesdays in the Ministry Center. This class reads
and discusses the upcoming Sunday lessons. Feel
free to bring your lunch. The coffee is always on!
• Thursdays | 3pm
Study God’s Word with this self-led small group in
the Ministry Center.
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Men’s Bible Study
January 13 & 27 at 7pm
in the Ministry Center
For more information, contact Steve Hedrick at
stevehedrick85@gmail.com or (775) 772-0064.

Eddy House Monday Meals
The meals for January have been posted on Signup Genius. You can go to our website at goodshepherdreno.org and look for the Eddy House Meals link at the top under
“Welcome to Good Shepherd.” Or visit the direct link at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48ADAD2BA7FD0-eddy10
For questions or assistance, please contact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi at (775) 391-2747 or
reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com.

Matthew 25 Team
January Shared Harvest
Bag assembly is at 1pm, Jan. 27 at
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several
local Lutheran churches who bring food once
a month to working-poor families. They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries each month.
Our shopping list for January:
• Chili (We need 41 cans.)
• Macaroni & Cheese (We need 55 boxes.)
• Saltine Crackers (We need 41 sleeves.)
• Tuna (We need 41 cans.)
• Powdered Laundry Detergent (as much
as possible)
Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940
if you can assist.

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did to me’”. Matthew 25:40
Matthew 25 is a group of volunteer leaders who have a heart for social
ministries and serving others. We know that we when we serve others,
we are serving Jesus. The ministries that make up the Matthew 25
group include outreach to Mt. Rose School, Eddy House, Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet, Shared Harvest, our sister congregation in
Rwanda, Gods Work. Our Hands Sunday, Home Means Nevada, work
with the Winter Overflow Homeless Shelter, sponsoring a refugee family, the Thanksgiving Veterans Baskets and more. We meet once a
month on the fourth Wednesday of the month and it’s a great way to
see what is going on. If you would like more information about getting
involved in any of the ministries associated with Matthew 25, please
contact Stephanie Leff at stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org. The next
meeting is Wednesday, January 16 at 5:30pm.

2nd Mile Giving
January 20
Benefits Pacific Lutheran
Reconciling Works (RIC)
Every month on the third Sunday, we take a
special offering called the “2nd Mile Offering”
which is over and above the regular offerings
received. Each month we focus on a different
ministry in our Synod. The January 20 2nd
Mile Offering will be distributed as follows:

• 1/3 to Reconciling Works (RIC)
• 1/3 to serve poor people locally
(Project Lazarus)
• 1/3 to serve poor people worldwide

A thank you from one of the recipients of our gifts of
Thanksgiving baskets to veterans
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Advent and Christmas at Good Shepherd

Christmas 2018 Homebound Gathering

On December 8, we held a Christmas Gathering for our homebound members and their families. Holy
Communion was served in a short special service followed by a delectable lunch in Shepherd Hall. Our
special guests were given gift baskets filled with comforts, yummies and necessities. It was truly a very
special day! We also celebrated Margaret Smith’s 98th birthday!

These happy ladies are part of Good Shepherd’s Care Team. If you would like to be
this happy as well, consider joining the team!
We’ll be putting together more gatherings
and more gifts and more love in 2019! Interested? Contact Maribeth Doerr at 329-0696
or maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.

Gal-leluias Epiphany Event
Friday, January 11, 6pm
Ladies of Good Shepherd, please join us at the home of
Emelie Williams for an Epiphany event and bonfire. You can
bring anything that symbolically would be cleansing for you
to burn/let go. There will also be a gift exchange where you
can bring something from your home that does not bring you
joy anymore but might bless someone else. Bring it wrapped
for the exchange. Please sign up in the Welcoming Space or email
Stephanie Leff at stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org if you would like to
attend. Emelie’s address will be sent to the ladies who sign up.

Women’s Retreat—God’s Work, Our Lives!
February 22-23, 2019
The annual Good Shepherd Women’s retreat will be held at Good Shepherd again this year from Friday, February 22 to Saturday, February 23.
We are very excited to announce that Pastor Rebecca Schlatter Liberty
will be our facilitator. The retreat theme is God’s Work, Our Lives – Identifying God’s Handiwork in Your Life. Pastor Rebecca will also be preaching all three services on Sunday, February 24. Registration forms are
available in the Welcoming Space and if you have any questions, contact
Stephanie Leff at stephanie@goodshepherdreno.org.

Ongoing Meetings / Events
Sundays
• 8am 4GSus Band rehearsal
• 9:30am Adult choir rehearsal (choir room)
• 12pm Handbell choir rehearsal (Luther Hall) - off this month
• 5-7pm Journey with Christ
• 7pm Men’s Bible Study (every other Sunday)
• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sunday of the month)
• Shared Harvest (4th Sunday of the month)
Mondays
• 9:30am Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st & 3rd Monday of the month)
Tuesdays
• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tuesday of the month)
• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tuesday of the month)
Wednesdays
• 1pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Weds. of the month)
• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Wednesday of the month)
• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Wednesday/month)
• 5:30pm Matthew 25 Team (4th Wednesday of the month)
Fridays
• 9:15am Worship Setup
• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (2nd Friday of the month)
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Hearts & Hands Quilters
Monday, January 7 & 21, 9:30am
Shepherd Hall

Justice Huddle
Tuesday, January 8, 5:30pm
at Sharon Morse’s home

Women’s Coffee Club
Friday, January 11, 9:15am
at Old World Coffee
104 California Avenue

Gal-leluias Epiphany Event
Friday, January 11, 6pm
Emelie Williams’ home

TOCCATA Concert
Saturday, January 12, 3pm
at Good Shepherd

Refugee Mentor Team
Sunday, January 13, 10am
Luther Hall

Matthew 25 Team
Note: Meeting date change!
Wednesday, January 16, 5:30pm
Ministry Center

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 21
OFFICE IS CLOSED.

Leadership Gathering
Wednesday, January 23, 6pm
Shepherd Hall

Baby Shower for Refugee Family
Sunday, January 27, 10am
Shepherd Hall

Women’s Retreat
Friday night & Saturday
February 22-23
Registration available soon

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6

Easter Sunday
April 21

Governing Board Update
By Ken Narducy, Governing Board Treasurer
Governing Board

At the most recent Governing Board meeting these topics were discussed –
•

Church Finances: Based on year-to-date giving and expenses and the
expected December giving and expenses, the budget will end up slightly
in the black. This was mainly due to Staff control of expenses and the
lack of a full-time pastor(s) for the last 6 months of 2018. The 2019 budget is being developed and will be shared with the Congregation at the end
of January.

•

Pledges: Deanna Gaunt reported that the number of pledges are about
where they should be at this time of the year. If you have not yet submitted your pledge, there is still time to do it.

•

Governing Board Secretary: Lori Bigham, will be finishing her second 3year term on the Board at the end of January. The Board has begun the
search for a replacement.

• Ron Lembke, President
•
•
•
•
•

ronlembke@gmail.com
(775) 303-6535
Ken Narducy, Treasurer
knarducy@pacbell.net
(408) 219-8748
Lori Bigham, Secretary
lbigham@bighamconsulting.com
(775) 544-3870
Nicole Guyette, Member at Large
guyetten@gmail.com
(775) 750-9281
Denise Kolton, Member at Large
bdKolton@gmail.com
(775) 772-6038
Mel Cone, Member at Large
melcone@melcone.com
(530) 318-0710

•

Audio / Video (A/V) Project: Phase I of the current A/V project has been
completed with the installation of a new 85-inch 4K TV monitor on the
back wall of the Worship Space. The vertical and horizontal bars that
plagued the prior TV are gone. This project was funded by the New Building Finance Team as part of its commitment for the use of the funds raised during the last campaign.

•

You may recall from my last Governing Board Update in the July 2018 Shepherd’s Voice, Knute Knudson, a member
of the Long Range Planning Team (LRPT), had made a presentation to the Governing Board on the then recent efforts of the LRPT to develop a Proposal to support the Long Range (or Strategic) Plan for Good Shepherd. Mr Knudson presented the Proposal to the Good Shepherd congregation at the congregational meeting in October.

•

You may also recall that the 2019 Pledge forms provided an opportunity for pledgers to express an interest in supporting these three Ministry Priorities identified in the LRPT Proposal . . .
As a congregation:
•

With a desire to welcome each other, we intend to build a connection between / among individuals and
between / among individuals and various groups within the congregation.

•

Committed to the proclamation of the Gospel, we intend to pass on God’s story through welcoming and
relevant programming that connects children and youth to worship and faith formation opportunities.

•

That has affirmed our identity as a Reconciling in Christ congregation committed to welcoming and affirming
LGBTQ persons, we intend to strive to be more aware of the need and inclusion of members of the LGBTQ
community both within and beyond our congregation.

In the New Year, the congregation will learn more about the Task Forces that will be formed around these Ministry
Profiles. Please prayerfully consider joining one of these Task Forces.

Snow Removal Help Needed!
Does your small business employ a snow removal company that you can recommend?
Are YOU in the snow removal business? Good Shepherd needs to find a service for
this winter and we have not been successful yet. Can you help? If so, call the office
and speak with Ciara Hornbarger at 329-0696. THANK YOU!
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Time Slips Away
Happy New Year to all from Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in
Nevada. This time of year, we at LEAN are, like everyone else, trying to figure out how 2018 went by so fast, and hoping that our goals
for 2019 will be accomplished. We hope you will help.
By now you should have heard about LEAN’s fundraising effort we call Pencils for Pupils. The deadline to give is January 15, 2019. Our former Advocate, Rev. Mike Patterson, was for many years a public school teacher. Low income students were and are a special concern of his. Every parish in Nevada
has members who are teachers, active and retired. They and parents know that
schools do not provide all the supplies needed for classroom work and that parents are expected to fill these needs. For a family struggling to pay the rent or
buy necessities, this can be a real barrier to their children’s education. As we go
into the spring semester, budgets for supplies, both at home and at school, are
often exhausted. The donations that often come in for the fall are not repeated for
spring. LEAN has an arrangement with Office Depot that enables us to buy at a
significant discount. LEAN is asking for parishioners to make small donations to fund Pencils for Pupils. Please mail your donation directly to LEAN
c/o Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 357 Clay St., Reno NV 89501,
before January 15, 2019. Please put “Pencils for Pupils” on the memo line of
your check, and note which congregation you are part of. Once the supplies are
purchased, each congregation will be able to choose a school to receive
them. The ELCA Social Statement on Education calls us to strive with others to
ensure that all have access to high-quality education. This is one small way we
can do that.
The Nevada Legislature re-convenes on February 4, 2019.
LEAN is planning an educational event designed to bring
parishioners into the legislative process. We invite everyone to attend this forum on Thursday, February 7, 2019.
It will start at 10:00 a.m. in the Legislature building. It will
be a discussion of the issues that will be addressed in
upcoming legislation. We are very pleased that the featured speaker will be Rev. Deborah K. Hutterer, Bishop of
the Grand Canyon Synod. Bishop Hutterer was just installed in September,
and because Grand Canyon Synod covers Las Vegas, she is the Bishop for
most of the Lutherans in Nevada. Bishop Hutterer is a lifelong Lutheran who
grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota. As a young woman she felt called to ministry, but
that was before Lutherans ordained women. After starting two businesses, and
working in the insurance industry and in administration for Lutheran colleges, she
came back to ministry. She was ordained in 2004, and was pastor to a church in
Illinois. Most of Bishop Hutterer’s career has been in faith based social services.
Before being elected Bishop, Rev. Hutterer was Chief Development Officer for
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. In that role she traveled extensively
throughout Arizona, preaching, presiding, and presenting at congregations and
ministry groups on such topics as refugee resettlement, child abuse prevention,
and aging. Her work enabled her to connect and collaborate with colleagues,
congregations, ecumenical and interfaith partners.
We in LEAN are very excited to be able to work with Bishop Hutterer, since
she clearly shares with us a passion for social justice. We are anxious to
learn what she would like to see the Legislature pass in the coming session.
A luncheon will be served at no charge in connection with the event. There will
also be opportunities to meet with Legislators. To RSVP, please send an email
to william@leanforjustice.org. Please do so by January 20th, so the luncheon
can be planned. We especially hope that Lutherans from Southern Nevada will
be able to attend.
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Pencils
for Pupils
January is the time most schools
begin to run out of supply budgets. LEAN wants to help.
Money donated for needed supplies will be matched by LEAN
and purchased at a discounted
price.
If you’d like to help, write your
check out to Good Shepherd with
“PENCILS” in the memo line.
We’ll pass the money on to
LEAN.

Dear Pr. Mike, Deanna and all
Good Shepherd staff,
A big thank you to all of you for
all you do to enhance our worship Sundays. So much you do
we never even see. Know you
are great appreciated.
In His name and Christian love,
Carolyn Chimits

NOVEMBER 2018 Financial Report
General Operating Fund
NOV. Income:
NOV. Expense:
NOV. Income/Expense

$
$
$

Year-to-date Income:
Year-to-date Expenses:
Income/Expense:

$ 448,679.58
$ 450,900.84
$ -2,221.26

Dec. 31, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.
NOV. 31 2018 Gen. Checking Bal.

$
$

14,675.77
12,454.51

Other Accounts:
Project Lazarus
Youth Fund
Columbarium Fund
Building Funds (all)
Cash Reserves Fund
Memorial Fund

$
$
$
$
$
$

2,419.52
1,234.24
21,656.05
30,398.20
25,416.37
2,964.33

31,725.97
33,775.50
-2,049.53

Questions or Concerns? Contact:
• Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finance
deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
• Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary
financial@goodshepherdreno.org
• Ken Narducy, Governing Board Treasurer
knarducy@pacbell.net

Connecting the Dots
Commitment Sunday Update
If you have not submitted a financial commitment form,
there are forms available on the Welcoming Space table
and you can place it in the offering or send it to Good Shepherd. Other stewardship resources are there as well. If you
do not wish to make a commitment , please sign a form so
we know your intentions and don’t pester you!

As of December 31, we have received:
108 Financial Commitments for 2019 totaling
$ 321,353 for our General Fund

2018 General Fund Year End Summary
Year End Income
Year End Expenses
Year Income/Expense

$ 498,575.27
$ 491,280.15
$ +7,295.12

Thanking you Good Shepherd for helping us
end the year with extra money in the bank!!

Just a Couple of Things for the
New Year
By Lynnae Hornbarger
First: Several people have asked me recently how I got
started writing this Voice column so we’ll start the New
Year with an answer. It was an assignment. I was on
church council and chair of the Evangelism Team. Here’s
the strange part. I could have sworn on the proverbial
stack of Bibles that the first column I wrote was called “I
Cry in Church.” But it wasn’t. When I went back and organized them by date a couple of years ago, I found that the
very first column was August 2003 and the topic was Tables of Eight (now known as Tables of Grace). Really?? I
thought that one came way later. What I thought was the
first was November 2003 with “I Cry in Church” and a second one in that same issue, “Who Was Driving the Car that
Night?” about stumbling into our Wednesday night service
sort of reluctantly and discovering to my surprise that it
was my granddaughter Charlotte’s first Communion that
night. I got such wonderful feedback, that I was asked to
keep going with my “from the heart” column. So I did. For
quite a few years, I wrote almost every month. Then I
slowed down and now do a 3 or 4 per year. It’s been so
rewarding to hear from my fellow parishioners that “they
felt exactly like that” or “that one made me cry.” I’ve had
people leave voice messages thanking me, many comments at church and even thank you cards (one from Elizabeth Lenz that I actually used in my job review the year I
thought I needed something extra). My family has often
told me that they learned things about me and the rest of
the family from this column like the one earlier this year
about failing to listen to my mother when she was dying. I
guess it’s easier for me to write about some things than
talk about them. My personal favorite was about a strange
man I met in Saint Mary’s the day after the birth of one of
my granddaughters. I plan on using some of the older
ones in an edited version this year and do a few more columns. Again, thanks for allowing me to share my thoughts
with you for these last 15 years and thank you for responding to them.
Second: “Why yes, that is a church pew on my deck.”
After growing up with those pews, I absolutely had to acquire the cut down version when it was offered. Right now
I have roofers on and off the deck and I realized that every
person who is new to my deck comments on it. I guess
there is something strange about finding a church pew
there. I guess. I’ve seen the one that was in Pastor Amy
and Pastor Erik’s home. I drive past one on Moana near
Skyline often (it’s near their front door), and I never fail to
glance over at it. It may have been recently refinished and
looks a little darker to me. Mine is still the original blond
wood. That pew represents many of the 65 or so years
I’ve attended Good Shepherd and never fails to bring a
smile and good memories.
Which brings me to one last point. I would like to wish
each and every one of you the most joyous New Year with
good health and many blessings. And, one more heartfelt
thanks to all my readers.

You Are Welcome Here
Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith.
Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe.
Welcome to new visitors and old friends.
Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual
orientation and gender identity. We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender
and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation.
Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. This is a place where you are
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
This is a place where lives are made new.
Come and see!

